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Q&A for the Week of March 11, 2018 

Called into Service  
 

I. Equipping time (20-30 min): Share with the group a time when you believed the Lord called you 
either to serve Him in some kind of ministry inside or outside of church or to help someone. How 
did the Lord clarify His call? 
 

Getting into the Bible (45 min): Read Nehemiah 1:1-11 

A. Discuss Nehemiah 1:1-4: A person with a heart for God and His people 
 
1. Nehemiah had a secular job as a cupbearer to King Artaxerxes (v. 11):  

• How was Nehemiah’s job useful to the Lord’s work? 
• How might your work be useful to the Lord, even if it’s not considered vocational 

ministry?   
• How does it help to look at any job as a ministry? 

 
 
 
 

 
2. Nehemiah’s brother shared some bad news (v. 2):  

• What was Nehemiah’s response when his brother Hanani came and spoke about the 
distress of the people and the broken down walls of Jerusalem?  

• How does it affect you when hear of God’s people suffering, including those suffering 
in places that are far away? To what degree is it easy or difficult to empathize with 
needs of others?  

• How do you think the Lord might want to use you serve Him? 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Discuss Nehemiah 1:4-7: A person with a prayerful and humble attitude 
 
1. Before Nehemiah did anything he fasted and prayed (v. 4):  

• Have you ever fasted and prayed? If so, what was your experience? 
• It takes humility to pray. Why do think that is so?  
• Nehemiah recognized the problem and confessed that the problem was his and his 

people’s fault. Why was it important that Nehemiah confessed not just his own sin, 
but that of his people? 
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• Nehemiah prayed the ACTS acronym: He began with adoration for God (v. 5), then he 
confessed his and the people’s sin (v. 6). There was then thanksgiving (v. 11-- “…who 
delight to revere your name”) followed by supplication (v. 11). Do you typically use a 
prayer structure like ACTS or not? Why do you use or not use something like that?  

 
 
 
  
 

C. Discuss Nehemiah 1:8-10: A person who knows and trusts God’s word 
 
1. God calls on people who seek Him in prayer: Nehemiah called on God to remember the 

command He gave Moses. That command was written in Leviticus 26:14-17 and Deuteronomy 
30:19-20. It said if the people disobeyed the Lord, they would be taken into captivity, but if they 
repented and obeyed Him they would be rescued from exile.  

• Nehemiah knew and trusted in the promises of God’s word. How have you included 
biblical truths into your prayer life? In other words, how do they direct and strengthen 
your prayers?  

• Have you ever prayed the promises found in God’s word? Talk about how to incorporate 
Scripture into prayer.  

• How has the Lord brought biblical truths to help you when you were dealing with a 
difficult circumstance? Did those truths come simply through a thought, or was it through 
a friend, a sermon, or Bible reading? 

• Do you find reading the Bible easy or difficult? Discuss other ways to take in the Word 
of God. 

 
 
 
 
 

D. Discuss Nehemiah 1:11: A person who is available 
 
1. God uses people who are available: Nehemiah asked God to hear his prayer (v.11) 

• He asked God to help and make him successful. Prayers for success can be God-honoring 
or very selfish. What makes such a prayer appropriate versus a selfishly-inclined request?  

• One of the Lord’s favorite tools, it seems, is waiting. What’s your reaction to having to 
wait for an answer to prayer?  

• Are you available to God in every area of your life or are there restrictions? 
• Are you afraid God will call you into something you do not want to do? What might that 

look like?  
• If you knew it was God who called you in a certain direction and you were afraid to do it, 

would you still obey? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

 
II. Prayer: Pray for God to reveal His call on each person in your group and for your group’s 

missionary. 


