
	 1	

	
Questions for the week of September 18, 2017 

Surviving Troubled Times 
 

I. Equipping Time (20-30 min):  
Have you experienced difficulty or persecution for your faith in Jesus Christ? 
 

II. Getting into the Bible (45 min): John 16:1-15--How do we stand strong in the midst of difficulty? 
 

A. Read John 16:1-4: “Expect that trouble will come”: 
• Remember the context: In John 15:18-27 Jesus had just explained that those of the world 

would hate them because they hated Jesus.  
• John 16:1: Jesus says He warned them so they would be kept from stumbling (kept from 

falling away from the faith). What, if anything, has caused you to stumble or to be hurt by 
people’s rejection of your faith? What has helped you deal with that or are you still 
hurting? 

• John 16:2-3: People who persecute Christians do so for two main reasons. First, they 
think they are offering service to God. Second, they do it because they do not really know 
God. How do you see these realities playing out in our culture? How is the attitude toward 
Christianity being displayed?  

• John 16:4: Jesus told the disciples – “when their hour comes.” What should our attitude be 
when our hour of suffering comes? (See Matt. 5:11-12, Luke 14:27-28, 1 Peter 4:12-13) 

 
B. Read John 16:5-11: “Seek help and guidance from the Holy Spirit” 

• John 16:5-7: Imagine yourself as one of the disciples. How might you have responded to 
this statement of Jesus? Why was it to their advantage that Jesus go away?  How should 
this be an encouragement to us as well?  

• John 16:8-11: The Holy Spirit convicts the world concerning three things – sin, 
righteousness and judgment. Why, in other words, does the Holy Spirit convict in these 
three areas specifically?  

 
C. Read John 16:12-15 “Seek guidance in God’s Word” 

• John 16:12-13: The Holy Spirit is a guide into truth. The Spirit inspired the word of God 
through human authors. The Bible is God’s revealed word and it reveals His will. Does the 
Holy Spirit still have new revelation for today? 

• John 16:14-15: What is the Holy Spirit’s job?  
 

D. Getting Practical: How should you respond to this text? Is there some next step you feel the 
Lord is prompting you toward as a result of the truths in this text? Maybe it’s something to 
confess or acknowledge. Perhaps it reveals a conversation that needs to happen. Or maybe the 
Lord is simply wanting you to respond in some way to the reality of who He is and who you are 
as His child.  
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III. Prayer: Pray for the persecuted church and for one non-Christian that you know. 


