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Twelve Messianic Prophecies #9-Matthew 16-Messiah’s Church 

10/27/21…led by Terry Cooper 

• Doctor David Reagan published one of his final articles in the Lamplighter Magazine in March 

2021before his planned retirement in June.  

• Dr. Reagan’s Lamplighter article was titled, “A Dozen of the Bible’s Most Important 

Prophecies”. 

• These 12 prophecies will be from 10 different Bible Books and this will be the breakdown 

(Genesis-2, Micah-1, Daniel-1, Isaiah-2, Psalm-1, Luke-1, Matthew-1, 1 Thessalonians-1, 

Zechariah-1, Revelation-1). 

• They were not ranked necessarily by any order of important, but rather in chronological order 

and now for Messianic Prophecy # 9 from Matthew 16-Messiah’s Church 

• Last week, Jesus prophesied His Resurrection and ours…tonight He prophesies Messiah’s 

Powerful and Unstoppable Church 

Matthew 16:18 (NLT2)  
18  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, 

and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 

Matthew 16:18 (NASB)  
18  "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of 

Hades will not overpower it. 

Matthew 16:18 (NIV)  
18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 

not overcome it. 

• I and My...let’s begin there. Jesus prophesies that He is going to do something supernatural that 

even the gates and powers of hell/hades will not overpower or overcome. 

• Messiah’s Church belongs to Messiah Jesus...Jesus built it and it belongs only to Him. 

• “Upon this rock”...what is the rock that Jesus is going to build His Church upon? 

• The “rock” is one of many items that has separated the Catholic Church from the Evangelical 

Protestant Church. 

• Is the rock Peter or is the rock the confession of Peter? 

• Did Jesus build His church upon a man or the confessed and revealed faith of a man. 

• This prophetic passage (vs. 18) follows Peter’s Great Confession of Faith. Let’s put them 

together and find the rock. 

• I’m listing the NASB version to get the most precise word by word English translation. 

Matthew 16:13-20 (NASB)  
13  Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, "Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?" 14  And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but 

still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets." 15  He *said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  
16  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17  And Jesus said to him, 

"Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father 
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who is in heaven. 18  "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; 

and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19  "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 

whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have 

been loosed in heaven." 20  Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the 

Christ.  

• I will respectfully disagree with the Catholic Church on this issue of the rock. 

• The rock is not Peter...the rock is the confession of Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 

• This issue goes back to last week’s issue of having ears to hear...Peter did not receive this 

revelation of truth from flesh and blood people...He received this revelation of truth from God 

the Father. 

• All of mankind will be separated by how this question is answered, “Who do  you say that I 

am?” 

• This is the issue of salvation by faith...the church is built upon this rock, this foundation of faith. 

• Our lives and our tongues confess to the world that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

• We receive this revelation of truth through the Word of God and the inspiration (ears to hear) of 

the Holy Spirit of Christ. 

• The Catholic Church holds two sources of authority (the Word and the Pope).  

• The Evangelical Church holds one source of authority...The Word! 

• The difference is the definition of the rock. 

• That brings up the issue with verse 19... "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 

whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall have been loosed in heaven." 

• Is this papal authority or is this the Apostles teachings, the New Testament...can you see the 

difference between the two? 

• The church was born, by the power of the Holy Spirt on the day of Pentecost. Peter preached that 

day and 3000 heard his Holy Spirit filled words. Notice the foundation of the newly formed 

church in Jerusalem at that time. 

Acts 2:37-47 (NLT2)  
37  Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what 

should we do?” 38  Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins, turn to God, and be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ to show that you have received forgiveness for your sins. Then you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39  This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all 

who have been called by the Lord our God.” 40  Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly 

urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!”  
41  Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in 

all. 42  All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 

sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.  
43  A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and 

wonders. 44  And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had.  
45  They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need.  
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46  They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared 

their meals with great joy and generosity— 47  all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of 

all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.  

• Not just Peter, but apostles’ (plural) teaching. Peter isn’t running everything...the Word of God 

is being taught in the power and authority of the Holy Spirt of Christ...this is the foundation of 

the church. 

• When the Gentile Church was struggling with the Jewish Law of Moses…Paul and Barnabas 

went to Jerusalem for counsel and they met with James and all the Apostles, not just Peter. 

Acts 15:22-23 (NLT2)  
22  Then the apostles and elders together with the whole church in Jerusalem chose delegates, and they 

sent them to Antioch of Syria with Paul and Barnabas to report on this decision. The men chosen were 

two of the church leaders—Judas (also called Barsabbas) and Silas.  
23  This is the letter they took with them: “This letter is from the apostles and elders, your brothers in 

Jerusalem. It is written to the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. Greetings!  

 

• The church is not the body of Peter...the church is the body of Christ. 

• Peter is not the head, Jesus is the head...it’s His...He built it on the Word and Jesus is the Word. 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 (NLT2)  
27  All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.  
28  Here are some of the parts God has appointed for the church: first are apostles, second are prophets, 

third are teachers, then those who do miracles, those who have the gift of healing, those who can help 

others, those who have the gift of leadership, those who speak in unknown languages. 29  Are we all 

apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we all teachers? Do we all have the power to do miracles? 30  Do we 

all have the gift of healing? Do we all have the ability to speak in unknown languages? Do we all have 

the ability to interpret unknown languages? Of course not! 31  So you should earnestly desire the most 

helpful gifts. But now let me show you a way of life that is best of all.  

• That’s the end of chapter 12 and the love chapter follows...every gift is based on love and 

without love all our gifts and works will have no value before God. 

• Chapter 14 opens by answering the question...which is the greater gift of God? 

1 Corinthians 14:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special abilities the Spirit gives—

especially the ability to prophesy. 2  For if you have the ability to speak in tongues, you will be talking 

only to God, since people won’t be able to understand you. You will be speaking by the power of the 

Spirit, but it will all be mysterious. 3  But one who prophesies strengthens others, encourages them, 

and comforts them. 4  A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened personally, but one who speaks 

a word of prophecy strengthens the entire church. 5  I wish you could all speak in tongues, but even 

more I wish you could all prophesy. For prophecy is greater than speaking in tongues, unless someone 

interprets what you are saying so that the whole church will be strengthened.  

• Why should we all desire the ability to prophesy...what does that really mean. 

• It is to have the spiritual gift to share the Word of God, the Rock with those who do not know. 
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• This is the foundation of the Church of Jesus Christ…the Holy Spirit revealed teachings of the 

Apostles. 

• The church is evangelistic by nature...which means we are all called to share the good news with 

the lost. 

Romans 10:5-15 (NLT2)  
5  For Moses writes that the law’s way of making a person right with God requires obedience to all of its 

commands. 6  But faith’s way of getting right with God says, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘Who will go up 

to heaven’ (to bring Christ down to earth). 7  And don’t say, ‘Who will go down to the place of the dead’ 

(to bring Christ back to life again).” 8  In fact, it says, “The message is very close at hand; it is on your 

lips and in your heart.” And that message is the very message about faith that we preach:  
9  If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved. 10  For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right 

with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. [Do what Peter did…through 

the revelation of the Spirit]11  As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be 

disgraced.” 12  Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect. They have the same Lord, who gives 

generously to all who call on him. 13  For “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”  
14  But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in 

him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  
15  And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How 

beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”  

• Jesus prophesied Messiah’s death (#7), Messiah’s resurrection (#8), and Messiah’s Church (#9). 

• The church has beautiful feet...they carry Messiah’s prophesies (His Word) to the ends of the 

earth. 

• Every member of the church has a gift, a function in the Body of Christ. 

• There are many who want to belong to Jesus but reject the idea of the church. 

• They want to follow Jesus independently, apart from the body. 

Romans 12:3-8 (NLT2)  
3  Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think 

you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by 

the faith God has given us. 4  Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function,  
5  so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.  
6  In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the 

ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7  If your gift is serving others, 

serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8  If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If 

it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. 

And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.  

• The overall mission of the church is inside the Great Commission of Jesus. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT2)  
18  Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  
19  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
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Son and the Holy Spirit. 20  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And 

be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

Mark 16:15-16 (NLT2)  
15  And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.  
16  Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be 

condemned. 

• Do you see the urgency to this calling to the church...anyone who refuses to believe will be 

condemned. 

• Peter’s confession of faith, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the Living God” was 

based on the Holy Spirit’s revelation that Jesus was the Son of God…the Messiah of God. 

• The same is true today, the Word much be preached so they might believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God and Savior of the world. 

• The message of the Good News of Jesus sets people free to believe...it’s called faith. 

• Faith in Jesus brings the Holy Spirit’s presence into a person’s life and they become part of the 

Body of Christ...Christ in us. 

• We must confess our faith...this is the rock of Peter’s confession.  

• That confession is based on the message of Christ...which brings the person of Christ 

supernaturally into our lives through the Holy Spirit. 

Galatians 3:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus Christ’s death was 

made as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. 2  Let me ask you this one 

question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You 

received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3  How foolish can 

you be? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect by 

your own human effort? 4  Have you experienced so much for nothing? Surely it was not in vain, was it?  
5  I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you because you obey 

the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ.  

• Will there be opposition to the message and to the church...yes, yes, yes. 

• They opposed and rejected Jesus...they will also oppose and reject the church that belongs to 

Jesus. 

• Jesus prophesied his death, resurrection and the unstoppable church...all in advance. 

• But in the end, the gates of hell will not prevail...the opposition will lose because his prophesies 

and His Words are unstoppable. 

• The church has been called out...called out from the world to live a new life in Christ. 

John 15:18-19 (NLT2)  
18  “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19  The world would love you as one of its 

own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, 

so it hates you.  

• We need to all count the cost...Jesus revealed the cost to His disciples in advance. 
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John 16:28-33 (NLT2)  
28  Yes, I came from the Father into the world, and now I will leave the world and return to the Father.”  
29  Then his disciples said, “At last you are speaking plainly and not figuratively.  
30  Now we understand that you know everything, and there’s no need to question you. From this we 

believe that you came from God.” 31  Jesus asked, “Do you finally believe?  
32  But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when you will be scattered, each one going his own 

way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is with me.  
33  I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and 

sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”  

• Every one of Jesus’ apostles died a martyrs death, except John and he was sent to an island 

prison. 

• But the church still stands today...the gates of hell and all the evil kingdoms of men have not 

conquered it or silenced it. 

• One day, Jesus is going to come for His Church, which is referred to as the bride of Christ. 

• Do you believe that prophecy? 

Matthew 25:6 (NLT2)  
6  “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet 

him!’  

• Oil in their lamps...that was their salvation...and what was that oil? 

• The oil is the light and the rock of our salvation and the call of readiness to meet Him...His 

Words will I hide in my heart that I might not sin against God (Psalm 119:11) 

Revelation 19:6-10 (NLT2)  
6  Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or 

the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  
7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast of 

the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 8  She has been given the finest of pure white linen to 

wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people.  
9  And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the 

Lamb.” And he added, “These are true words that come from God.”  
10  Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “No, don’t worship me. I am a servant of 

God, just like you and your brothers and sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. 

For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.”  


