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Twelve Messianic Prophecies #7-Psalm 22-Messiah’s Death 

10-13-21…led by Terry Cooper 

• These 12 prophecies will be from 10 different Bible Books and this will be the breakdown 

(Genesis-2, Micah-1, Daniel-1, Isaiah-2, Psalm-1, Luke-1, Matthew-1, 1 Thessalonians-1, 

Zechariah-1, Revelation-1). 

• They were not ranked necessarily by any order of important, but rather in chronological order 

and now for Messianic Prophecy # 7 from Psalm 22…MESSIAH’S DEATH. 

Psalm 22:16 (NLT2)  
16  My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang closes in on me. They have pierced my 

hands and feet.  

 

Psalm 22:16 (NASB)  
16  For dogs have surrounded me; A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my hands and 

my feet.  

 

Psalm 22:16 (NIV)  
16  Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my 

feet.  

 

• The first 21 verses of this Psalm describe the crucifixion of Jesus and terrible physical, mental 

and spiritual suffering He would endure on the Cross. 

•  David wrote this psalm 1,000 years before the birth of Jesus. At that time there was only one 

way of executing someone under Jewish law, and that was by stoning.  

• God established this method of execution (stoning) when He appeared to Moses after their 

exodus from Egypt. 

 

Exodus 19:9-13 (NLT2)  
9  Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, Moses, so the people themselves 

can hear me when I speak with you. Then they will always trust you.” Moses told the LORD what the 

people had said. 10  Then the LORD told Moses, “Go down and prepare the people for my arrival. 

Consecrate them today and tomorrow, and have them wash their clothing. 11  Be sure they are ready on 

the third day, for on that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai as all the people watch.  
12  Mark off a boundary all around the mountain. Warn the people, ‘Be careful! Do not go up on the 

mountain or even touch its boundaries. Anyone who touches the mountain will certainly be put to death.  
13  No hand may touch the person or animal that crosses the boundary; instead, stone them or shoot 

them with arrows. They must be put to death.’ However, when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast, 

then the people may go up on the mountain.”  

 

• The Jewish law made a person unclean if they touched a dead body...stoning would execute 

without touching. 

 

Leviticus 20:27 (NLT2)  
27  “Men and women among you who act as mediums or who consult the spirits of the dead must be put 

to death by stoning. They are guilty of a capital offense.” 

 

Leviticus 20:1-3 (NLT2)  

1  The LORD said to Moses, 2  “Give the people of Israel these instructions, which apply both to native 
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Israelites and to the foreigners living in Israel. “If any of them offer their children as a sacrifice to 

Molech, they must be put to death. The people of the community must stone them to death.  
3  I myself will turn against them and cut them off from the community, because they have defiled my 

sanctuary and brought shame on my holy name by offering their children to Molech.  

 

• This Levitical Law of God was given in the time of Moses, which is some 1500 years before 

Jesus and 500 years before King David wrote Psalm 22.  

• 1,000 years after King David, the Jews were still living under the Levitical Law, but they were 

now under Roman rule. 

• The Jews needed permission from the Romans to execute someone and the Roman method of 

execution was crucifixion. 

• Have you ever considered “WHY” the Jewish leaders took Jesus to Pilate?  

 

Mark 15:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  Very early in the morning the leading priests, the elders, and the teachers of religious law—the entire 

high council—met to discuss their next step. They bound Jesus, led him away, and took him to 

Pilate, the Roman governor. 2  Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “You 

have said it.”  

 

• The details of King David’s Psalm 22 prophecy are absolutely amazing...given 1,000 years 

before Jesus was born. Let’s look at the entire Psalm 22 prophecy. As we read these Davidic 

prophecies remember...David is the King of Israel and a shadow of the coming Messiah. 

 

Psalm 22:1 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
1  My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? Why are you so far away when I groan for help?  

 

Matthew 27:45-46 (NLT2) King Jesus fulfillment 
45  At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock.  
46  At about three o’clock, Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which 

means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”  

 

Psalm 22:6-8 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
6  But I am a worm and not a man. I am scorned and despised by all!  
7  Everyone who sees me mocks me. They sneer and shake their heads, saying,  
8  “Is this the one who relies on the LORD? Then let the LORD save him! If the LORD loves him so 

much, let the LORD rescue him!”  

 

• I’ll add another Davidic Psalms (69) to the Psalm 22 prophecy...to make it even more powerful. 

 

Psalm 69:20-21 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
20  Their insults have broken my heart, and I am in despair. If only one person would show some pity; if 

only one would turn and comfort me. 21  But instead, they give me poison for food; they offer me sour 

wine for my thirst.  

 

Luke 23:35-36 (NLT2)  
35  The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save himself if he 

is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36  The soldiers mocked him, too, by offering him a drink of 

sour wine. 
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Luke 23:39 (NLT2)  
39  One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving 

yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”  

 

Psalm 22:9-10 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
9  Yet you brought me safely from my mother’s womb and led me to trust you at my mother’s breast.  
10  I was thrust into your arms at my birth. You have been my God from the moment I was born.  

 

John 5:19 (NLT2)  
19  So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he 

sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. 

 

Psalm 22:14 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
14  My life is poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart is like wax, melting 

within me.  

 

John 19:34 (NLT2)  
34  One of the soldiers, however, pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water flowed 

out. (the separation of blood and water is a sign of a ruptured heart) 

 

Psalm 22:15 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
15  My strength has dried up like sunbaked clay. My tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. You have 

laid me in the dust and left me for dead.  

 

Psalm 69:21 (NLT2)  
21  But instead, they give me poison for food; they offer me sour wine for my thirst.  

 

Luke 23:26 (NLT2)  
26  As they led Jesus away, a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, happened to be coming in from 

the countryside. The soldiers seized him and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  

 

John 19:28 (NLT2)  
28  Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.”  

 

Psalm 22:16 (NLT2) King David and shadow….Messianic Prophecy #7…Messiah’s Death 
16  My enemies surround me like a pack of dogs; an evil gang closes in on me. They have pierced my 

hands and feet.  

 

• After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to His disciples and showed them His hands and feet. 

 

Luke 24:40 (NLT2)  
40  As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet.  

 

• This Messianic prophecy of David was 1,000 years before Jesus and 700 years before the 

Romans established crucifixion as their method of execution. 

 

Luke 23:33 (NLT2)  
33  When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were 

also crucified—one on his right and one on his left.  
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• The Apostle Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, after the ascension of Jesus to the right hand of the 

Father...put it all together. Or should I say, the Holy Spirit put it all together when Peter preached 

his very first Holy Spirit filled sermon to the Jews in Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 2:22-37 (NLT2)  
22  “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, 

wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. 23  But God knew what would happen, and his 

prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you 

nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24  But God released him from the horrors of death and raised him 

back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip. 25  King David said this about him: ‘I see that the 

LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. 26  No wonder my heart is glad, 

and my tongue shouts his praises! My body rests in hope. 27  For you will not leave my soul among the 

dead or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave. 28  You have shown me the way of life, and you will fill 

me with the joy of your presence.’ 29  “Dear brothers, think about this! You can be sure that the 

patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and his tomb is still here 

among us. 30  But he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised with an oath that one of 

David’s own descendants would sit on his throne. 31  David was looking into the future and speaking 

of the Messiah’s resurrection. He was saying that God would not leave him among the dead or allow his 

body to rot in the grave. 32  “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this.  
33  Now he is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. And the Father, as he 

had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today.  
34  For David himself never ascended into heaven, yet he said, ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in 

the place of honor at my right hand 35  until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool 

under your feet.”’ 36  “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom 

you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” 37  Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to 

him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”  

 

• The Word of the One who was pierced...pierced their own hearts and 3,000 were baptize that 

day. 

• Do you know there wasn’t a Gentile in the crowd that day...only Jews or those who had 

converted to Judaism. 

• It would be much later, when Cornelius would become the first Gentile convert at the preaching 

of Peter. 

• Peter used the Bible to explain and reveal Jesus as Lord and Messiah...the same thing happens 

today when the Word of God is preached under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Psalm 22:17 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
17  I can count all my bones. My enemies stare at me and gloat.  

 

Luke 23:35 (NLT2)  
35  The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save himself if he 

is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

 

Psalm 22:18 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
18  They divide my garments among themselves and throw dice for my clothing.  
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John 19:23 (NLT2)  
23  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they divided his clothes among the four of them. They also 

took his robe, but it was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 

 

Psalm 22:19-24 (NLT2) King David and shadow 
19  O LORD, do not stay far away! You are my strength; come quickly to my aid!  
20  Save me from the sword; spare my precious life from these dogs.  
21  Snatch me from the lion’s jaws and from the horns of these wild oxen.  
22  I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. I will praise you among your assembled 

people.  
23  Praise the LORD, all you who fear him! Honor him, all you descendants of Jacob! Show him 

reverence, all you descendants of Israel!  
24  For he has not ignored or belittled the suffering of the needy. He has not turned his back on them, but 

has listened to their cries for help.  

 

• Verses 21 & 22 declare the death and resurrection of Messiah...1000 years in advance. 

• Was Jesus snatched from the lion’s jaw of death...from the horns of those wild oxen? 

• Did God save Jesus from those dogs? 

 

Mark 16:5-7 (NLT2)  
5  When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a white robe sitting on the right side. 

The women were shocked, 6  but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid 

his body. 7  Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee. 

You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.” 

 

• Just as He told you, just as He told David. 

• But what about “after that”...what about “now”? 

• The rest of Psalm 22 deals with the future millennial reign of King Jesus on this present 

earth. 

 

Psalm 22:25-31 (NLT2)  
25  I will praise you in the great assembly. I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who worship 

you. 26  The poor will eat and be satisfied. All who seek the LORD will praise him. Their hearts will 

rejoice with everlasting joy. 27  The whole earth will acknowledge the LORD and return to him. All the 

families of the nations will bow down before him. 28  For royal power belongs to the LORD. He rules all 

the nations. 29  Let the rich of the earth feast and worship. Bow before him, all who are mortal, all whose 

lives will end as dust. 30  Our children will also serve him. Future generations will hear about the 

wonders of the Lord. 31  His righteous acts will be told to those not yet born. They will hear about 

everything he has done.  

 

• Can you see it...the future kingdom of Jesus Christ on this earth? 

• Do these prophecies pierce your own heart? 

• Stoning and then crucifixion...there was a lot of death in this kingdom scene, but it all ended with 

a King and feasting on the earth. 

• God established a form of execution and judgment for the Jewish people...God did it, not the 

Romans and it was “stoning”. 

• God established the death penalty...do you understand that? 

• God has also announced His future death penalty...it’s an eternal prison called Hell. 
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• Do you believe in God’s death penalty called Hell? 

 

Revelation 20:1-6 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in 

his hand. 2  He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan—and bound him in chains 

for a thousand years. 3  The angel threw him into the bottomless pit, which he then shut and locked so 

Satan could not deceive the nations anymore until the thousand years were finished. Afterward he must 

be released for a little while. 4  Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the 

authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus 

and for proclaiming the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his 

mark on their forehead or their hands. They all came to life again, and they reigned with Christ for a 

thousand years. 5  This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not come back to life until the 

thousand years had ended.) 6  Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the 

second death holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him a 

thousand years.  

 

Revelation 20:11-15 (NLT2)  
11  And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from his presence, but 

they found no place to hide. 12  I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. 

And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what 

they had done, as recorded in the books. 13  The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up 

their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds. 14  Then death and the grave were thrown 

into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. 15  And anyone whose name was not found 

recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.  

 

• God still has a death penalty for those who refuse to place their faith in the Son, our King...the 

root and the offspring of David...Jesus Messiah! 

 

Luke 19:26-27 (NLT2)  
26  “‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘and to those who use well what they are given, even more will be given. But 

from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. 27  And as for these enemies 

of mine who didn’t want me to be their king—bring them in and execute them right here in front 

of me.’” 

 

 

 


