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Twelve Messianic Prophecies #4-Daniel 9-The Countdown 

9-22-2021…led by Terry Cooper 

• These 12 prophecies will be from 10 different Bible Books and this will be the breakdown 

(Genesis-2, Micah-1, Daniel-1, Isaiah-2, Psalm-1, Luke-1, Matthew-1, 1 Thessalonians-1, 

Zechariah-1, Revelation-1). 

• They were not ranked necessarily by any order of important, but rather in chronological order 

and now for number 4 from Daniel. 

• Do you believe the Bible is absolute truth...Is there any real physical evidence that the Bible is 

truth? 

• I’ve often told people that I can prove the Bible is true with one word...Israel! 

• What are the mathematical odds of a nation of people...hated and dispersed all over the world 

and then they would regather and form a nation after 2000 years of absence? 

• Not only form a nation, but become a world power, just like the Bible predicted/prophesied so 

many years ago. 

• Messianic Prophecy #4 deals with the prophecy of Daniel...written more than 500 years before 

the time of Christ. 

• Daniel chapter 9 is one of the few places in the Scriptures where God ties himself down to a 

specific and measurable countdown.  

• I’m going to use materials from a sermon I preached (4/26/20 with zero onsite attendance) at 

NCC during the pandemic shutdown called THE COUNTDOWN with help from Ray 

Stedman’s book “On the way to the Future”. 

• Do you know about the Countdown of Daniel 9...It was written down some 2500 years ago? 

• Daniel chapter 9 was written more than 500 years before the birth of Christ but gives incredible 

details of his coming and an exact countdown to His arrival. 

• Daniel writes this Messianic Prophecy while he is living in exile in Babylon. 

• Daniel was taken as a slave when Jerusalem fell and never returned to Israel. 

• While in exile, God revealed the exact time in which the coming Messiah would present himself 

to the Jewish people...a Countdown...It is written. 

• How could an exiled people even imagine this prophecy being fulfilled? 

• Their nation had fallen, and the Jerusalem Temple had been destroyed...how could they possibly 

recover from all this...it is written! 

• Do you remember how I said I could prove the Bible to be true with one word...Israel? 

• Daniel, like all the Jews longed for Jerusalem...He wanted to go home. 

• Daniel’s prayers were constantly about Jerusalem. 

• Daniel chapter 9 begins with Daniel acknowledging the authority of Scripture as prophesied by 

Jeremiah...one prophet to another...it is written. 

Daniel 9:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  It was the first year of the reign of Darius the Mede, the son of Ahasuerus, who became king of the 

Babylonians. 2  During the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, learned from reading the word of the 

LORD, as revealed to Jeremiah the prophet, that Jerusalem must lie desolate for seventy years.  
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• Daniel read the prophecy of Jeremiah and accepted it as absolute truth...70 years of captivity. 

• No need to fight against it...it’s unstoppable...70 years Jerusalem will lie desolate...It is written. 

• Daniel doesn’t make excuses regarding the sin that had brought the nation into this exile. 

• Daniel doesn’t blame it on everyone else...no Daniel prays a prayer of confession and 

repentance. 

 

Daniel 9:10-14 (NLT2)  
10  We have not obeyed the LORD our God, for we have not followed the instructions he gave us 

through his servants the prophets. 11  All Israel has disobeyed your instruction and turned away, refusing 

to listen to your voice. “So now the solemn curses and judgments written in the Law of Moses, the 

servant of God, have been poured down on us because of our sin. 12  You have kept your word and 

done to us and our rulers exactly as you warned. Never has there been such a disaster as happened 

in Jerusalem. 13  Every curse written against us in the Law of Moses has come true. Yet we have 

refused to seek mercy from the LORD our God by turning from our sins and recognizing his truth.  
14  Therefore, the LORD has brought upon us the disaster he prepared. The LORD our God was right to 

do all of these things, for we did not obey him.  

• So, Daniel prays, and Daniel cries out to God for help. 

Daniel 9:17-19 (NLT2)  
17  “O our God, hear your servant’s prayer! Listen as I plead. For your own sake, Lord, smile again on 

your desolate sanctuary. 18  “O my God, lean down and listen to me. Open your eyes and see our 

despair. See how your city—the city that bears your name—lies in ruins. We make this plea, not because 

we deserve help, but because of your mercy. 19  “O Lord, hear. O Lord, forgive. O Lord, listen and 

act! For your own sake, do not delay, O my God, for your people and your city bear your name.”  

• Daniel is not praying against the 70-year exile (because it is written)...He’s praying for mercy 

upon the people and their future return to Jerusalem. 

• And while Daniel was praying something happened...something so big that the whole world will 

be affected by this coming event. 

• A Countdown of God is going to be revealed to Daniel in advance...Messianic Prophecy #4. 

Daniel 9:20-23 (NLT2)  
20  I went on praying and confessing my sin and the sin of my people, pleading with the LORD my God 

for Jerusalem, his holy mountain. 21  As I was praying, Gabriel, whom I had seen in the earlier vision, 

came swiftly to me at the time of the evening sacrifice. 22  He explained to me, “Daniel, I have come 

here to give you insight and understanding. 23  The moment you began praying, a command was 

given. And now I am here to tell you what it was, for you are very precious to God. Listen carefully so 

that you can understand the meaning of your vision.  

• God is going to open Daniel’s mind to understand the Scripture and to create new Scripture for 

future generations to read and understand...a Messianic Countdown. 

• Gabriel said these words to Daniel that day...some 500 years before Jesus is born. 

• Listen carefully so that you can understand the meaning of your vision.  
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• It is in this scene that God reveals a countdown with such incredible detail that no reasonable 

person would be able to doubt the authority of Scripture. 

• Listen very carefully to the countdown of God...it is written. 

Daniel 9:24 (NLT2)  
24  “A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city to finish their 

rebellion, to put an end to their sin, to atone for their guilt, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 

confirm the prophetic vision, and to anoint the Most Holy Place. 

• Your going to need to really pay attention now.. 

• First, Gabriel reveals to Daniel that God has established a specific period of time for the Jewish 

people and Jerusalem...seventy sets of seven (490 years). 

• This announcement of God is specific to the Jews and Jerusalem. 

• This 490 years is clearly limited to a period of time when the people of Israel possess and 

occupy the holy city of Jerusalem. 

• In other words, this prophecy has no effect if the Jews don’t occupy Jerusalem. 

• For example, this prophecy could not apply to the Jews after Jerusalem fell in 70 AD up till they 

took possession again in 1967 because the Jews didn’t occupy Jerusalem after 70 AD. 

• The timetable was established by God...the countdown would begin with a certain event. 

• Gabriel then reveals 6 specific goals that God will accomplish during this prophetic 490-year 

countdown. 

 

Daniel 9:24 (NLT2)  

24  “A period of seventy sets of seven has been decreed for your people and your holy city to finish their 

rebellion, to put an end to their sin, to atone for their guilt, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 

confirm the prophetic vision, and to anoint the Most Holy Place. 

• The first three goals have to do with God’s plan of redemption. 

1. To finish or put an end to Israel’s rebellion. 

2. To put an end to sin. 

3. To atone for wickedness. 

• Notice that all three of these God revealed goals (inside 490 years) have to do with the issue of 

sin. 

• Pay close attention here...all three of these goals were perfectly met with the first coming of 

Jesus Christ. 

• Stay with me...I’ll put it all together shortly. 

• The next three God revealed goals deal with the final hope of all mankind, not just the Jews. 

1. To bring everlasting righteousness. 

2. To confirm the prophetic vision...to seal up or complete the vision of prophecy. 

3. To anoint the Most Holy Place. 

• What does it specifically mean to bring everlasting righteousness? 

• This specifically refers to the coming Kingdom of God (Jesus’s return as King)...what you and I 

pray for in the Lord’s prayer. 
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• What about “to confirm the prophetic vision”...to complete or fulfill this prophetic vision of 

Daniel. 

• This means that all of these 6 prophetic announcements must be fulfilled inside this 490 

years. 

• Stay with me because this is where it gets really interesting. 

• The final and ultimate goal of these six prophetic announcements was to anoint the Most Holy 

Place. 

• This is a specific reference to the temple in Jerusalem. 

• There must be a temple in Jerusalem for this 490-year prophesy to be true and fulfilled. 

• At the end of this 490-year prophecy, the problem of human sin would be solved, and a full and 

complete plan of human salvation would be implemented by God. 

• All were fulfilled by Jesus’ first coming and the cross at Calvary. 

• But there is one more set of dates inside this Messianic Prophecy announcement from Gabriel. 

Daniel 9:25 (NLT2)  
25  Now listen and understand! Seven sets of seven plus sixty-two sets of seven will pass from the 

time the command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until a ruler—the Anointed One—comes. 

Jerusalem will be rebuilt with streets and strong defenses, despite the perilous times.  

• Gabriel is revealing a starting point to the countdown of 490 years. 

• Seven sets of seven are 49 years. 

• Sixty-two sets of seven are 434 years. 

• So where is the starting point in all this 490-year countdown and where does 49 and 434 fit? 

• Remember, Daniel is in exile and Jerusalem is in ruins during this Gabriel visit. 

• The Old Testament books of Ezra and Nehemiah both record decrees from the then Persian King 

for the Jerusalem Temple to be rebuilt. 

• According to Nehemiah 2, the decree to rebuild Jerusalem was issued in the 20th year of the reign 

of Artaxerxes....we know that to be the year 445 BC. 

• This decree from the Persian King Artaxerxes in 445 BC became the starting point to the 490 

year countdown. 

• But what about the seven sets of seven or the 49 years? 

• During that 49 years (after 445 BC decree) the city of Jerusalem was rebuilt with the authority 

and backing of the Persian king. 

• But what about the sixty-two sets of seven or the 434 years? 

• Add 49 to 434 and you get 483 years. 

• What happens after the 483 years Persian King decree to rebuild Jerusalem? 

Daniel 9:25 (NLT2)  
25  Now listen and understand! Seven sets of seven plus sixty-two sets of seven will pass from the time 

the command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until a ruler—the Anointed One—comes. Jerusalem will 

be rebuilt with streets and strong defenses, despite the perilous times.  

• 483 years after the decree...a ruler-the Anointed One comes. 

• Do I have to tell you who the Anointed One is? 
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• Exactly 483 years after the decree to rebuild Jerusalem was issued by the Persian King...Messiah 

would come and appear to the people of Israel. 

• 483 years to the exact month, yes, the exact month. 

• Do you know what happened in Jerusalem on the 483-year anniversary of the Persian King’s 

decree to rebuild Jerusalem...more than 500 years after Gabriel’s revelation to Daniel? 

• It was Palm Sunday, Nisan/April AD 32...483 years to the month. 

• When Jesus walked into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He was fulfilling the 483 year countdown of 

God. 

• Now listen and understand! Seven sets of seven plus sixty-two sets of seven will pass from the 

time the command is given to rebuild Jerusalem until a ruler—the Anointed One—comes. 

• Did the people of Israel see it...did they see Jesus as the 483 year countdown grand finale? 

• No, in fact this is what Jesus said on that day. 

Luke 19:41-44 (NLT2)  

41  But as they came closer to Jerusalem and Jesus saw the city ahead, he began to weep.  
42  “How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is too late, 

and peace is hidden from your eyes. 43  Before long your enemies will build ramparts against your 

walls and encircle you and close in on you from every side. 44  They will crush you into the ground, and 

your children with you. Your enemies will not leave a single stone in place, because you did not accept 

your opportunity for salvation.”  

• They couldn’t see...their eyes weren’t open to understand the Scriptures to see the Messianic 

Countdown. 

• Many cried out Hosanna on Sunday, but their cry on Friday was crucify him. 

• Can you see today...can you see the power of the Bible? 

• It was all written down...Daniel had kept a perfect record and the people in that day had a copy 

of Daniel’s record. 

• Can you see today...it’s all written down and you have a copy of it. 

• Some of you, who are really good at math are going to say...hey...that’s only 483 years and you 

said the prophecy was 490 years. 

• Where did that other 7 years go? 

• There’s two more verses in Daniel’s Messianic Prophecy and these reveal the final 7 years. 

Daniel 9:26-27 (NLT2)  
26  “After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the Anointed One will be killed, appearing to have 

accomplished nothing, and a ruler will arise whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple. 

The end will come with a flood, and war and its miseries are decreed from that time to the very end.  
27  The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this 

time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he 

will set up a sacrilegious object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally 

poured out on him.” 

• After 434 years...434 years after the Temple is rebuilt...the anointed One will be killed...that’s 

the cross of Christ. 
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• Appearing to have accomplished nothing...the Jews didn’t believe He was their Messiah. 

• A ruler will arise...the Roman ruler named Titus and he destroyed the Jerusalem Temple that had 

been rebuilt during that prophetic countdown. 

• It’s all gone...in 70 AD it was all gone, and it appeared to have accomplished nothing. 

• In 70 AD, the Jews were all gone, and the temple was gone, and Jesus was dead. 

• If it accomplished nothing...why are we talking about this today and why are there churches all 

over the earth today? 

• But what about the final 7 years…The Messianic Prophecy #4 is not finished! 

• I believe we now live in a wait a minute moment of God called the church age. 

• The time between the 483 and the final 7 which will be the 7-year tribulation. 

• The time of the Gentile harvest is nearing its end. 

• It’s been some 2000 years now and the church is still here...still waiting. 

• There was about 2000 years from Adam to Abraham. 

• And about 2000 years from Abraham to Jesus. 

• And about 2000 years from Jesus to today. 

• Does anyone see a plan here...it is written! 

• The Gospel of Matthew opens with a specific genealogical record from Abraham to Jesus. 

Matthew 1:17 (NLT2)  
17  All those listed above include fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to 

the Babylonian exile, and fourteen from the Babylonian exile to the Messiah. 

• I believe the final seven in the 490 year countdown is coming soon and this is how Jesus 

describes those seven years. 

• And by the way, Jesus quotes Daniel’s 500 year old prophesy...it is written. 

Mark 13:14-20 (NLT2)  
14  “The day is coming when you will see the sacrilegious object that causes desecration standing where 

he should not be.” (Reader, pay attention!) “Then those in Judea must flee to the hills. 15  A person out 

on the deck of a roof must not go down into the house to pack. 16  A person out in the field must not 

return even to get a coat. 17  How terrible it will be for pregnant women and for nursing mothers in those 

days. 18  And pray that your flight will not be in winter. 19  For there will be greater anguish in those 

days than at any time since God created the world. And it will never be so great again.  
20  In fact, unless the Lord shortens that time of calamity, not a single person will survive. But for 

the sake of his chosen ones he has shortened those days. 

• If you believed any part of this Messianic prophecy  today...you would fall on your face before 

God in repentance...we’re waiting for that last Gentile to come to Christ. 

Romans 11:25 (NLT2)  
25  I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud about 

yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full 

number of Gentiles comes to Christ.  

 


