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Twelve Messianic Prophecies #3-Micah 5-Birthplace and Eternal King  

9/15/21…Led by Terry Cooper 

• These 12 prophecies will be from 10 different Bible Books, and this will be the breakdown 

(Genesis-2, Micah-1, Daniel-1, Isaiah-2, Psalm-1, Luke-1, Matthew-1, 1 Thessalonians-1, 

Zechariah-1, Revelation-1). 

• They were not ranked necessarily by any order of important, but rather in chronological order. 

• We’ve covered the seed of woman, the lineage of man, and now for number 3 from Micah. 

Micah 5:2 (NLT2)  
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler 

of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.  

 

Micah 5:2 (NASB)  
2  "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will 

go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."  

 

Micah 5:2 (NIV)  
2  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 

for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."  

 

• We closed last week’s session from Genesis and Abraham with the Lamb from the Tribe of 

Judah...the fulfillment of God’s Abrahamic prophecy about the Patriarchal lineage of the 

Messiah. 

• Micah’s prophecy is written about 700 years before Christ, which is about 1300 years after 

God’s covenant promise to Abraham. 

• Micah comes on the scene about the time that God is preparing to bring judgment upon the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel (10 tribes) by bringing the Assyrians to conquer them...bringing an 

end to the 10 Northern tribes of Israel. 

• The destruction of the southern kingdom of Judah, which includes Jerusalem and Bethlehem will 

come a little more than 100 years after the time of Micah. 

• Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians in 721 BC and 

Jerusalem, the capital of the Southern Kingdom fell to the Babylonians in 586 BC...135 years 

later. 

• So, why is this Messianic prophecy from Micah so important...so revealing? 

• First, we must consider its timing...the glory days of Israel and Judah are almost over, and 

judgment and destruction are approaching quickly. 

• It is in this context that God reveals three things prophetically about the coming Messiah and 

Savior to Israel. 

1. God is revealing the birthplace of the Messiah 700 years in advance. 

2. This coming Messiah will be the ruler of Israel…a King. 

3. This coming Messiah will be God in the flesh. 

 

#1) God is revealing the birthplace of Messiah 700 years in advance. 
• Let’s begin with the birthplace of Messiah...Bethlehem. 

• Did you know that there were two Bethlehem’s in the land of Israel? 

• Micah’s prophecy specifically declares Bethlehem Ephrathah as the birthplace of Messiah. 
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• One was in the north, near the Sea of Galilee and the other was just outside Jerusalem in a region 

called Ephrathah.  

• Remember, this Micah prophecy is some 1300 years after Abraham, but you can tie this 

prophecy to Abraham’s grandson, Jacob...whose name will become Israel. 

 

Genesis 35:19-20 (NLT2)  
19  So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).  
20  Jacob set up a stone monument over Rachel’s grave, and it can be seen there to this day. 

 

• Did Jacob (Israel) have any idea that the gravestone he set up would be in the place where the 

Messiah, the ruler of Israel would be born? 

• This next one is very significant to me...it’s the story of Boaz and Ruth.  

• Boaz became the kinsman redeemer of Ruth and they had a son named him Obed. 

• Obed had a son named Jesse, and Jesse had a son named David. 

• And guess where Boaz and Ruth lived...where was Obed, the grandfather of King David 

born...Bethlehem. 

 

Ruth 4:9-12 (NLT2)  
9  Then Boaz said to the elders and to the crowd standing around, “You are witnesses that today I have 

bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and Mahlon. 10  And with the land I have 

acquired Ruth, the Moabite widow of Mahlon, to be my wife. This way she can have a son to carry on 

the family name of her dead husband and to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are 

all witnesses today.” 11  Then the elders and all the people standing in the gate replied, “We are 

witnesses! May the LORD make this woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, from 

whom all the nation of Israel descended! May you prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in 

Bethlehem. 12  And may the LORD give you descendants by this young woman who will be like those 

of our ancestor Perez, the son of Tamar and Judah.”  

 

• The elders of Bethlehem must have also been prophesying...connecting this marriage to Rachel 

and the birth of Israel as a nation. 

• Did the descendants from Obed become famous? 

• Some 700 years later the Jewish leaders and King Herod will know about this specific 

Bethlehem prophecy of Micah. 

 

Matthew 2:3-6 (NLT2)  
3  King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem.  
4  He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the 

Messiah supposed to be born?” 5  “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote:  
6  ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, for a ruler 

will come from you who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’”  

 

• They (the Jewish priests/teachers) knew the place of Messiah’s birth some 700 years in advance, 

but they refused to accept Jesus when He came. 

• Compare that to today...we can also see the prophecies of Messiah’s second coming all around 

us, but many still refuse to accept them as truth. 

 

John 14:29 (NLT2)  
29  I have told you these things before they happen so that when they do happen, you will believe.  
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#2) The Messiah will rule over Israel as King 
• No one ever taught me about this one as a child growing up in the church. 

 

Micah 5:2 (NLT2)  
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler 

of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past.  

 

• This is what the Jewish people were waiting for...a KING! 

• This is what King Herod was afraid of…a King. 

• This is also why they had such a hard time accepting His first coming as a suffering servant 

who would go to the cross. 

• Pilate called Jesus the King of the Jews and the Jewish leaders rejected that truth. 

• If Micah’s prophecy was so specific about the location of Messiah’s birth...don’t you think it 

would also be specific about ruling over Israel? 

• They were expecting a Messianic King and Messianic Kingdom…not a sacrificial lamb. 

 

John 6:14-15 (NLT2)  
14  When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet we have 

been expecting!” 15  When Jesus saw that they were ready to force him to be their king, he slipped 

away into the hills by himself. 

 

• Even after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus...the disciples were still thinking that Jesus 

was going to assume the throne of David and begin to reign on the earth. 

 

Acts 1:3-11 (NLT2)  
3  During the forty days after his crucifixion, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he 

proved to them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of 

God. 4  Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the 

Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5  John baptized with water, but in just a few 

days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6  So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept 

asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 7  He 

replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you 

to know. 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” 9  After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they 

could no longer see him. 10  As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men 

suddenly stood among them. 11  “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into 

heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the 

same way you saw him go!”  

 

• Notice something very important here...the angels told them that Jesus would come back in the 

same way that He left...from the Mount of Olives. 

 

Zechariah 14:1-9 (NLT2)  
1  Watch, for the day of the LORD is coming when your possessions will be plundered right in front of 

you! 2  I will gather all the nations to fight against Jerusalem. The city will be taken, the houses looted, 

and the women raped. Half the population will be taken into captivity, and the rest will be left among the 

ruins of the city. 3  Then the LORD will go out to fight against those nations, as he has fought in times 

past. 4  On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem. And the Mount of 
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Olives will split apart, making a wide valley running from east to west. Half the mountain will move 

toward the north and half toward the south. 5  You will flee through this valley, for it will reach across to 

Azal. Yes, you will flee as you did from the earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of Judah. Then the 

LORD my God will come, and all his holy ones with him. 6  On that day the sources of light will no 

longer shine, 7  yet there will be continuous day! Only the LORD knows how this could happen. There 

will be no normal day and night, for at evening time it will still be light. 8  On that day life-giving waters 

will flow out from Jerusalem, half toward the Dead Sea and half toward the Mediterranean, flowing 

continuously in both summer and winter. 9  And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day 

there will be one LORD—his name alone will be worshiped.  

 

• Jesus is the fulfillment of Micah’s Messianic Prophecy…the birthplace and the King. 

• Jesus is going to reign over the house of Jacob (Israel) on this present earth for 1000 years, just 

like the Angel Gabriel told Mary. 

 

Luke 1:29-33 (NLT2)  
29  Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30  “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” 

the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31  You will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32  He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33  And he will reign over Israel forever; 

his Kingdom will never end!” 

 

• Do you know how the Book of Revelation ends? 

 

Revelation 22:16 (NLT2)  
16  “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this message for the churches. I am both the source of 

David and the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star.”  

 

• May your kingdom come, and may your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

• When we pray the Lord’s Prayer…we are praying for King Jesus to come to this earth! 

 

#3) The Messiah will be God in the flesh (eternal) 
Micah 5:2 (NASB)  

2  "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will 

go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity."  

 

• How old is Jesus? 

• This is where we can tie our first three week’s Messianic prophecies together. 

• The woman’s seed, Abraham’s son and the origin of distant past. 

• The woman’s seed declares a human child, but we know she was a virgin…He’s not from Adam. 

• The seed of Abraham prophecy declares that God will trace the lineage and promise through the 

father’s lineage, but who is Messiah’s real father? 

• Of all the people that have ever lived on the earth, there is only One who is not born of Adam, 

only One that does not call Adam his father. 

 

John 1:14-15 (NLT2)  
14  So the Word became human [flesh] and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 

faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.  
15  John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I 

said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’”  



 

P
ag

e5
 

• John was 6 months older than Jesus, but John knew that Jesus’ father was not Joseph or Adam. 

• The woman’s seed will crush the serpent’s head...this declares the virgin birth...that would break 

the curse of Adam’s seed. 

• The Messianic promise to Abraham and Isaac reveals that God is going to trace the lineage of the 

children of God through the fathers...thus the Biblical lineages are all recorded through the 

men/fathers. 

• To be born of Adam’s seed would result in death, but what if you could be born again? 

• So, who is your father...do you see it? 

 

John 3:1-8 (NLT2)  
1  There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2  After dark one 

evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to teach us. 

Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.” 3  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless 

you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 4  “What do you mean?” exclaimed 

Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”  
5  Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 

Spirit. 6  Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.  
7  So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8  The wind blows wherever it wants. 

Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t 

explain how people are born of the Spirit.”  

 

• The Messiah will be divine...He is God in the flesh...He is the eternal One.  

 

John 8:57-59 (NLT2)  
57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!”  
59  At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the 

Temple.  

 

John 10:31-33 (NLT2)  

31  Once again the people picked up stones to kill him. 32  Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have 

done many good works. For which one are you going to stone me?” 33  They replied, “We’re stoning you 

not for any good work, but for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.”  

 

 

John 6:41-46 (NLT2)  
41  Then the people began to murmur in disagreement because he had said, “I am the bread that came 

down from heaven.” 42  They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We know his father and 

mother. How can he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 43  But Jesus replied, “Stop complaining about 

what I said. 44  For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the 

last day I will raise them up. 45  As it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ 

Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me.  
46  (Not that anyone has ever seen the Father; only I, who was sent from God, have seen him.)  

 

John 14:8-11 (NLT2)  
8  Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9  Jesus replied, “Have I been with 

you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the 

Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you? 10  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and 

the Father is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work 
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through me. 11  Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of 

the work you have seen me do.  

 

• Spiritual war…I find it interesting that many churches are struggling with the virgin birth and the 

deity of Christ. 

• Do you remember the other word, the other voice…the one that deceived Eve in the garden? 

• You will not die…there was no evidence that sin would kill you, except the Word of God. 

• That is still true today.  

 

Closing 
• When I talk about prophecy or the soon return of Christ, I hear people say...they’ve been saying 

that stuff for years and nothing’s happened. 

• Yes, they have been saying that stuff for years, but something in our generation is very different. 

• On May 14, 1948 something supernatural happened and the prophetic clock of God began 

ticking again. 

• The King is going to come and set up an earthly kingdom...just like Micah prophesied. 

• Some suggest that God has rejected Israel and the kingdom of Christ is the church. 

• If you believe that or have been taught that...lets allow the Truth of God’s Word to clear that up. 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-40 (NLT2)  
31  “The day is coming,” says the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel 

and Judah. 32  This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 

hand and brought them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant, though I loved them as a 

husband loves his wife,” says the LORD. 33  “But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of 

Israel on that day,” says the LORD. “I will put my instructions deep within them, and I will write them 

on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  
34  And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their relatives, saying, 

‘You should know the LORD.’ For everyone, from the least to the greatest, will know me already,” says 

the LORD. “And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their sins.”  
35  It is the LORD who provides the sun to light the day and the moon and stars to light the night, and 

who stirs the sea into roaring waves. His name is the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, and this is what he 

says: 36  “I am as likely to reject my people Israel as I am to abolish the laws of nature!”  
37  This is what the LORD says: “Just as the heavens cannot be measured and the foundations of the 

earth cannot be explored, so I will not consider casting them away for the evil they have done. I, the 

LORD, have spoken! 38  “The day is coming,” says the LORD, “when all Jerusalem will be rebuilt for 

me, from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39  A measuring line will be stretched out over the 

hill of Gareb and across to Goah. 40  And the entire area—including the graveyard and ash dump in the 

valley, and all the fields out to the Kidron Valley on the east as far as the Horse Gate—will be holy to 

the LORD. The city will never again be captured or destroyed.”  

 

Isaiah 9:7 (NIV) 7  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 

David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 

that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  

 

Revelation 11:15 (NLT2)  
15  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices shouting in heaven: “The world 

has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.”  

 


