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Twelve Messianic Prophecies #10-1 Thessalonians 4-Messiah’s Coming for the 

Church…November 3, 2021…led by Terry Cooper 

• Doctor David Reagan published one of his final articles in the Lamplighter Magazine in March 

2021before his planned retirement in June.  

• Dr. Reagan’s Lamplighter article was titled, “A Dozen of the Bible’s Most Important 

Prophecies”. 

• These 12 prophecies will be from 10 different Bible Books and this will be the breakdown 

(Genesis-2, Micah-1, Daniel-1, Isaiah-2, Psalm-1, Luke-1, Matthew-1, 1 Thessalonians-1, 

Zechariah-1, Revelation-1). 

• They were not ranked necessarily by any order of important, but rather in chronological order 

and now for Messianic Prophecy #10 from 1 Thessalonians 4. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NLT2)  
16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their 

graves. 17  Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.  
18  So encourage each other with these words. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NASB)  
16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 

the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17  Then we who are alive and remain will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with 

the Lord. 18  Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NIV)  
16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17  After that, we who 

are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18  Therefore encourage each other with these words. 

• The Apostle Paul declares that these words should bring comfort and encouragement to the 

waiting church. 

• This Messianic prophecy is direct from the Lord Jesus and it offers some incredible details of a 

future day when the dead and the living “IN CHRIST” will receive their resurrected bodies and 

enter into the glorious presence of God. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 (NLT2)  
13  And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have 

died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14  For since we believe that Jesus died and 

was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the 

believers who have died. 15  We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the 

Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died.  

• This is the most specific revelation of the Rapture/Caught Up church event in the Bible.  
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• Let’s outline some of the incredible details given to us about our future in Christ. 

• Jesus died and was raised to life again...so will we...or maybe we will be the generation that 

escapes death (born once, die twice…born twice, die once…or not at all). 

• Bear in mind, these promises only apply to those who have born again and the Spirit of Christ 

lives inside them...we get what He got...the resurrection into eternal life. 

• God will bring back with Him the believers who have died...this statement reveals that the souls 

of believers who have died with Christ are currently in His presence and their souls will return 

with Christ to receive their resurrected eternal flesh on that glorious day. 

• This revelation of Paul came directly from the Lord Jesus (Messianic Prophecy to Paul). 

• Those who are dead and buried (only applies to Christians) will rise first, before the alive in 

Christ. 

• The graves are going to open up when Jesus appears, and the dead bodies are going to rise to 

meet the Lord and their returning souls...we will be like Him...living forever in glorified eternal 

bodies. 

1 John 3:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the 

people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know 

him. 2  Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like 

when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is.  
3  And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure.  

• Have you ever thought about the preview or shadow event that took place when Jesus breathed 

his last breath on the cross? 

• The earth shook, the sun went dark and dead people came out of their graves and walked around 

Jerusalem. 

Matthew 27:50-54 (NLT2)  
50  Then Jesus shouted out again, and he released his spirit. 51  At that moment the curtain in the 

sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split apart, 52  and 

tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had died were raised from the dead. 
53  They left the cemetery after Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of Jerusalem, and 

appeared to many people. 54  The Roman officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion were terrified 

by the earthquake and all that had happened. They said, “This man truly was the Son of God!”  

• The dead in Christ will rise first...graves will be opened, and God will again turn dust into living 

and breathing flesh…the cross was a preview event. 

• It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye. 

1 Corinthians 15:50-53 (NLT2)  
50  What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of 

God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever. 51  But let me reveal to you a wonderful 

secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! 52  It will happen in a moment, in the blink 

of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be 
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raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. 53  For our dying bodies must be 

transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies.  

• This world changing event will be announced by three heavenly events...all three are 

accompanied by the physical presence of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

• For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of 

the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. 

• A commanding loud shout. 

• The voice of the archangel. 

• The trumpet call of God. 

• There are many ideas about the loud shout...what will He say...what is the Loud Shout? 

• Is it possibly the one that Jesus announced in the parable of the 10-Bridesmaids/Virgins? 

Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT2)  
1  “The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. 2  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3  The five who were 

foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4  but the other five were wise enough to take along 

extra oil. 5  When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6  “At midnight 

they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’  

7  “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the others, 

‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9  “But the others replied, ‘We don’t 

have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were gone to 

buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and 

the door was locked. 11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, 

‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

• Yes, I believe this parable of Jesus describes the Rapture of the Church and yes, people, many 

people will be left behind to endure the 7-year tribulation on the earth. 

• What about this next trumpet scene from Jesus’ Olivet Discourse? 

• This next scene trumpet comes after the 7 year tribulation when Jesus comes ad King for the 

Jewish remnant and to make war on the earth. 

Matthew 24:30-31 (NLT2)  
30  And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there will be 

deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And he will send out his angels with the mighty blast 

of a trumpet, and they will gather his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends 

of the earth and heaven. 

• When I was growing up in the church, I was taught that there was only one return of Jesus event 

and Jesus was never going to stand upon the earth again...but destroy it with fire instead. 

• 1 Thessalonians reveals the coming of Jesus and so does Revelation 19. Is there a difference? 

Are they two separate events? 
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Revelation 19:11-16 (NLT2) 2ND COMING EVENT-COMPARE TO THE RAPTURE EVENT 
11  Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and 

True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. 12  His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his 

head were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood except himself.  
13  He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God. 14  The armies of heaven, 

dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses. 15  From his mouth came a 

sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will release the 

fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress. 16  On his robe at his thigh was 

written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords.  

1. In 1 Thes. Jesus appears in the heavens/clouds/air, but in Revelation Jesus returns to the earth. 

2. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes as a Deliverer, but in Revelation Jesus comes as a Warrior. 

3. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes for the Church, but in Revelation Jesus comes with the Church. 

4. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes with love and compassion, but in Revelation Jesus comes in wrath and 

judgment. 

5. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes as the Bridegroom [10 Bridesmaids], but in Revelation Jesus comes as 

a reigning and conquering King. 

• I want you to bear in mind that these two passages (1 Thes. 4 and Rev. 19) and the only two 

detailed descriptions of Jesus’ return in the New Testament. 

• Do they look like the same event to you? 

• Are you still not convinced...big question...who are the armies of heaven, returning with Jesus in 

vs. 14? 

• Let’s go back up in Revelation 19 to verses 6-8 and see if we can identify the armies that are 

dressed in white. 

Revelation 19:14 (NLT2)  
14  The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses. 

Revelation 19:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or 

the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  
7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast 

of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 8  She has been given the finest of pure white 

linen to wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people.  

• This army, dressed in white linen is the church that had been taken from the world through the 

Resurrection/Rapture event some 7 years earlier...returning with Christ. 

• Why will the church return with Christ...we will reign with Jesus on this present earth for 1000 

years. 

• The church age saints had already received their resurrected and eternal bodies and they are 

coming back with Jesus to fulfill the Lord’s Prayer and the prophecy of God through the angel 

Gabriel. 

Matthew 6:9-10 (NLT2)  
9  Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.  
10  May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
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Luke 1:31-33 (NLT2)  
31  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32  He will be very great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33  And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 

• God revealed this earthly reign of Jesus some 500 years BC...in King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 

Daniel 2:31-35 (NLT2)  
31  “In your vision, Your Majesty, you saw standing before you a huge, shining statue of a man. It was a 

frightening sight. 32  The head of the statue was made of fine gold. Its chest and arms were silver, its 

belly and thighs were bronze, 33  its legs were iron, and its feet were a combination of iron and baked 

clay. 34  As you watched, a rock was cut from a mountain, but not by human hands. It struck the feet of 

iron and clay, smashing them to bits. 35  The whole statue was crushed into small pieces of iron, clay, 

bronze, silver, and gold. Then the wind blew them away without a trace, like chaff on a threshing floor. 

But the rock that knocked the statue down became a great mountain that covered the whole earth. 

• Yes, there are still many mysteries about the Rapture of the Church, but this is clear...it only 

applies to those who have been born again and the Spirit of Christ lives inside them. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (NLT2)  
20  But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have 

died. 21  So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead 

has begun through another man. 22  Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who 

belongs to Christ will be given new life. 23  But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as 

the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.  

• It is important that the bride make herself ready for the Bridegroom’s coming. 

• There is a phrase often mentioned in this context...midnight...will the Bridegroom come for His 

bride (the church) at midnight? 

Matthew 25:6 (NLT2)  
6  “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet 

him!’  

Mark 13:32-37 (NLT2)  
32  “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in 

heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. 33  And since you don’t know when that time will 

come, be on guard! Stay alert! 34  “The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a 

man going on a long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they 

were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return. 35  You, too, must keep watch! For you 

don’t know when the master of the household will return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, 

or at daybreak. 36  Don’t let him find you sleeping when he arrives without warning.  
37  I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch for him!”  

• What about those left behind...who are they and why are they left behind? 

• This #10 prophecy in the series is from Paul’s first letter to the church at Thessalonica. 
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• Next is Paul’s second letter...it answers several questions about the Rapture. 

• What is holding back the antichrist and the darkness today? 

• What sign will precede the Rapture and the unveiling of the Antichrist (apostasy/rebellion)? 

• What will happen after the church is taken away. 

• Who are they that are left behind...enjoying evil rather than believing the truth? 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NLT2)  
1  Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some things about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and how we will be gathered to meet him.  
2  Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say that the day of the Lord has already begun. 

Don’t believe them, even if they claim to have had a spiritual vision, a revelation, or a letter supposedly 

from us. 3  Don’t be fooled by what they say. 4  He will exalt For that day will not come until there is a 

great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed—the one who brings 

destruction. himself and defy everything that people call god and every object of worship. He will even 

sit in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God. 5  Don’t you remember that I told you about all 

this when I was with you? 6  And you know what is holding him back, for he can be revealed only 

when his time comes. 7  For this lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain secret until 

the one who is holding it back steps out of the way. 8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, 

but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his 

coming. 9  This man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles.  
10  He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those on their way to destruction, because they refuse 

to love and accept the truth that would save them. 11  So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and 

they will believe these lies. 12  Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing 

the truth.  

• There are 4 times that the word “Lord-Lord” is used back-to-back and all of them are bad news. 

Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT2)  
21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those 

who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.  
22  On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out 

demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’  
23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’  

Matthew 25:11-13 (NLT2)  
11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the 

door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

Luke 6:46 (NLT2)  
46  “So why do you keep calling me ‘Lord, Lord!’ when you don’t do what I say?  

• Next week (session #11) Messiah Comes as King to Reign on this present earth. 


