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The Tribulation Session #8-Roots Class-November 2, 2022 (led by Terry Cooper) 

• The Tribulation…I have used these words of Jesus to set the stage for all 10 sessions. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! Don’t let your 

hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 

you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and 

stand before the Son of Man.”  

• Last week…we finished with the Dragon and the Woman and Satan being cast down to the earth. 

• Tonight The Revelation introduces the unholy trinity. 

The Beast from the Sea, the Antichrist (revealed by the Dragon-Satan) 

Revelation 12:18 (NLT2)  
18  Then the dragon took his stand on the shore beside the sea. 

Revelation 13:1-6 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw a beast rising up out of the sea. It had seven heads and ten horns, with ten crowns on its 

horns. And written on each head were names that blasphemed God. 2  This beast looked like a leopard, 

but it had the feet of a bear and the mouth of a lion! And the dragon gave the beast his own power 

and throne and great authority. 3  I saw that one of the heads of the beast seemed wounded beyond 

recovery—but the fatal wound was healed! The whole world marveled at this miracle and gave 

allegiance to the beast. 4  They worshiped the dragon for giving the beast such power, and they 

also worshiped the beast. “Who is as great as the beast?” they exclaimed. “Who is able to fight against 

him?” 5  Then the beast was allowed to speak great blasphemies against God. And he was given 

authority to do whatever he wanted for forty-two months [3.5 years].6  And he spoke terrible words of 

blasphemy against God, slandering his name and his temple—that is, those who live in heaven.  

• We identified the Dragon as Satan in our past session (wanting to destroy the woman’s child). 

Now the Dragon is about to raise up the Beast (the Antichrist) to begin his reign on the earth, 

under the power and authority of the Dragon. 

• The Beast comes up out of the sea…which is probably a reference to coming out of the nations, 

not water (sea of humanity). 

• The dragon/Satan gave this beast his own power and throne and great authority...But God 

gave the ultimate throne to Jesus. 

• This beast, like the dragon will persecute and pursue the saints of the Most High and if the 

church has already departed the earth…this is a reference to the tribulation saints and the Jews. 

Daniel 7:21-22 (NLT) Notice the similarity between this Daniel prophecy and Revelation 
21  As I watched, this horn was waging war against God’s holy people and was defeating them,  
22  until the Ancient One—the Most High—came and judged in favor of his holy people. Then the time 

arrived for the holy people to take over the kingdom. [the millennial Kingdom of Christ] 

• The beast is waging war and he is in charge of almost everything…including commerce, buying 

and selling. 

• In the Tribulation you will either bow to this beast or die. 

• There is one big problem with that…if you bow to the beast you are forever lost in hell along 

with the beast and the dragon. 
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Revelation 13:7-10 (NLT)  
7  And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And he was 

given authority to rule over every tribe and people and language and nation. 8  And all the people who 

belong to this world worshiped the beast. They are the ones whose names were not written in the Book 

of Life before the world was made—the Book that belongs to the Lamb who was slaughtered. 9  Anyone 

with ears to hear should listen and understand. 10  Anyone who is destined for prison will be taken to 

prison. Anyone destined to die by the sword will die by the sword. This means that God’s holy people 

must endure persecution patiently and remain faithful.  

• That last sentence would also apply to Christians today and to any of God’s holy people during 

the tribulation as well. 

• Who is like the beast…he has power, signs and wonders…who is like the beast? 

• Unholy Trinity Satan/Dragon is false God, Antichrist is false Jesus, False Prophet is false Holy 

Spirit. 

• Where did the beast get his power…is he the origin of power and authority…NO…he got his 

power from the dragon. 

• So what is the Truth about the origin of power…who is the Creator and source of life and 

power? 

• Which power is true and which power is counterfeit? 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (NLT)  
9  This man [beast] will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles.  
10  He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those on their way to destruction, because they refuse 

to love and accept the truth that would save them. 11  So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, 

and they will believe these lies. 12  Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing 

the truth. 

• What lies, what truth…neither the dragon nor the beast can give life or create life! 

• They can take life, but they can’t give it. 

• Remember when the 2 Witnesses lay in the street for 3 days and all the world, under the 

deception of the dragon and the beast were celebrating...like Christmas? 

• What happened to end their celebration…LIFE happened as the 2 witnesses began to breathe the 

breath of life and were raptured into heaven. 

• Horror came upon the earth when they realized that LIFE doesn’t belong to the dragon or the 

beast from the sea…but it was too late. 

• Someone once said this about the antichrist…take all the sins of the world and press them all into 

one human mold and out will come the man of lawlessness…the ultimate man of sin filled with 

the origin of sin itself. 

• What does God have planned for this man of lawlessness, the Antichrist, the beast that came 

from the sea? 

• What about the dragon? 

• Jesus is going to kill the beast that comes from the sea…Jesus is going to take his life away 

from him. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (NLT)  
8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of his 

mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming.  

• The beast will have a temporary reign in a temporary kingdom until he meets the eternal King 

named Jesus. 

• Jesus is going to kill him, but I want you to listen carefully to what that really means. 
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• Jesus will destroy the Beast, just by showing up…that’s how Paul describes the end of the beast. 

The Beast from the Earth, the False Prophet 

Revelation 13:11 (NLT)  

11  Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he 

spoke with the voice of a dragon.  

• Another beast, but this one comes up out of the earth vs. the first one that comes up out of the 

sea. 

• This beast only has one head; the antichrist beast had 7 heads. 

• This beast only has 2 horns and the antichrist beast had 10 horns. 

• This beast doesn’t have any crowns and the antichrist beast had 10 crowns. 

• But this beast has a unique voice…he speaks with the voice of the dragon. 

• The beast that come up out of the earth is commonly known as the False Prophet. 

• Like the earlier beast, the antichrist…he is a man like us, but a man filled with an evil power of 

darkness. 

• There are three of them, the dragon, the beast from the sea and the beast from the earth? 

• The dragon is Satan and the beast from out of the sea is the Antichrist; a man filled with the 

power of Satan. 

• But this second beast’s power is different than the first one. 

Revelation 13:11-12 (NLT)  
11  Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he 

spoke with the voice of a dragon. 12  He exercised all the authority of the first beast. And he required 

all the earth and its people to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed.  

• This beast, the false prophet speaks with the voice of the dragon, but he exercises the authority of 

the first beast, the antichrist. 

• Can you see this “un-holy” trinity? 

• The dragon thinks he is God and wants to be God…he is not a man...He is Satan. 

• The antichrist is a man filled with the spirit of Satan and tries to take the throne of God in 

Jerusalem which belongs to the true King Jesus. 

• The false prophet works under the authority of the antichrist, like the Holy Spirit works today 

under the authority of Christ. 

• Satan is not a creator, so he must counterfeit and deceive…he (the dragon) is the head of the 

counterfeit and unholy trinity, but know this...they cannot give life...they are counterfeits, 

imposters, deceivers. 

• The beast that comes up out of the earth is called “The False Prophet” 3 times in the 

Revelation. 

• I will read all three applications to you... 

Revelation 16:13-14 (NLT)  
13  And I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and 

the false prophet. 14  They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out to all the rulers of the 

world to gather them for battle against the Lord on that great judgment day of God the Almighty. 

Revelation 19:19-20 (NLT)  
19  Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight against the 

one sitting on the horse and his army. 20  And the beast [antichrist] was captured, and with him the false 

prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf of the beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted 
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the mark of the beast and who worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown 

alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 

Revelation 20:10 (NLT)  
10  Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining the 

beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

• This unholy trinity spends its time together in the tribulation and they also spend their time 

together in hell (one thousand years later). 

• This beast that comes out of the earth is a false prophet…think about that name and compare it to 

the Holy Spirit. 

• The Holy Spirit reveals Truth…reveals Jesus, but the false prophet reveals a false Jesus…the 

antichrist. 

• John told us that the Antichrist was coming, but the spirit of antichrist was already working on 

the earth...in the last hour-the church age. 

• John tells us that the False Prophet (a real person), the beast that comes up out of the earth is 

coming, but like the spirit of antichrist, false prophets are already working on the earth today. 

• There is a singular Antichrist coming and yes there is a singular False Prophet coming, but the 

spirit of evil that they will work under is already here today. 

• Beware of false prophets…who said that (Jesus)? 

Matthew 7:15-20 (NLT)  
15  “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves.  
16  You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17  A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit.  
18  A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit.  
19  So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire.  
20  Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.  

• They look and sound like harmless sheep, but they are actually vicious wolves. 

• Satan has always operated by deception and false prophets are to Satan what the Holy Spirit is to 

God. 

• God gave the Holy Spirit in the church age to reveal the truth of the Word... and God gave 

preachers that would proclaim the Truth under the power and authority of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 1:21-24 (NLT)  
21  Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he 

has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe. 22  It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs 

from heaven. And it is foolish to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom. 23  So when we preach that 

Christ was crucified, the Jews are offended and the Gentiles say it’s all nonsense. 24  But to those called 

by God to salvation, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

 

• Preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit vs. preaching in the power of the unholy spirit...one is 

truth and the other is false. 

• Satan uses false prophets to undo and thwart what God has purposed through the church in these 

last days...the preaching of the gospel of Christ. 

• I say all that to ask this question…if the beast from the sea, the antichrist is a false king that will 

rule by deception during the Great Tribulation…who is the false prophet? 

• Will the false prophet be a religious leader that stands by the side of the antichrist? 
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• Will the false prophet be a religious leader that speaks with the deceiving voice of the dragon 

and brings together the religions of the world in the absence of the church? 

• The false king will need a religious man to help bring the masses under his authority and rule. 

• Before I expand the reading on the beast/false prophet let me ask…do we worship the Holy 

Spirit? 

• No, the Holy Spirit leads us to worship Jesus Christ and by worshipping the Son…we worship 

the Father who gave us His Son…remember that as I read this from The Revelation... 

Revelation 13:11-15 (NLT)  
11  Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth. He had two horns like those of a lamb, but he 

spoke with the voice of a dragon. 12  He exercised all the authority of the first beast. And he required all 

the earth and its people to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13  He did 

astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was watching.  
14  And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all the 

people who belong to this world. He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, 

who was fatally wounded and then came back to life. 15  He was then permitted to give life to this 

statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the beast commanded that anyone refusing to 

worship it must die.  

• This beast called the false prophet isn’t requiring people to worship him, but they must worship 

the first beast, the antichrist. 

• I’m convinced that the false prophet in the Tribulation will be a religious figure, but his religion 

is straight from hell. 

• In the absence of the church he will bring the world together as if they will be free to worship 

independently, but in reality everyone will eventually be forced to worship the beast or die. 

• The false prophet will use religion to unite the world around the antichrist with great signs of 

power that will win them over. 

Revelation 13:13-14 (NLT)  
13  He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was 

watching. 14  And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he 

deceived all the people who belong to this world. He ordered the people to make a great statue of the 

first beast, who was fatally wounded and then came back to life. 

• The false prophet will receive his power from the antichrist who has received his power from the 

dragon…Satan. 

• Look at the contrast…where did Jesus get His power and authority? 

Matthew 11:27 (NLT)  
27  “My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Father, and no one 

truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”  

• We know that Satan cannot give life, but we read that the false prophet seemingly gives life to a 

statue that then speaks. 

• Let me stop for a moment and say this…Satan, the dragon has power…given to him by God. 

• Jesus himself said this about the coming Great Tribulation…the time that the dragon will reign 

on earth through the antichrist. 

Matthew 24:21-25 (NLT)  
21  For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be so great 

again. 22  In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person will survive. But it will be 

shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones. 23  “Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah,’ 
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or ‘There he is,’ don’t believe it. 24  For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform 

great signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones.  
25  See, I have warned you about this ahead of time.  

• Great signs and wonders…yes…Jesus warned us ahead of time. 

• Let’s look at how the false prophet will convince people to follow and worship the antichrist. 

• He will call down fire from heaven…would that work for you? 

• Would a good fireworks show make you worship the antichrist? 

Revelation 13:13 (NLT)  
13  He did astounding miracles, even making fire flash down to earth from the sky while everyone was 

watching. 

• God did bring down fire from heaven on Sodom and Gomorrah, but can man do that? 

• Elijah is the only man listed in the Bible that brought down fire from heaven and he did so 

against the false prophets overlooking the Valley of Megiddo. 

• The prophet Malachi, in the last Book of the Old Testament announces that God would send 

another Elijah before the coming of Messiah (final words before 400 years of silence). 

• I can’t help but wonder if the false prophet in the tribulation will try to convince the people that 

he is Elijah in order to convince them to bow down to the antichrist. 

Malachi 4:5 (NLT)  
5  “Look, I am sending you the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the LORD arrives. 

• I admit that I don’t know how the false prophet has power to call down fire from heaven, unless 

that power is given to him by God.  

• Or is it a magician’s illusion? I don’t know, but I know that those who fall for this deception will 

be forever lost. 

• Either way, this false prophet will have a power and that power will be convincing to many. 

• He will then require an image, a statue to be built…the origin of all idolatry is to bow to a 

false god. 

Revelation 13:14 (NLT)  
14  And with all the miracles he was allowed to perform on behalf of the first beast, he deceived all the 

people who belong to this world. He ordered the people to make a great statue of the first beast, who 

was fatally wounded and then came back to life. 

• A statue of the first beast…the antichrist. 

• Not just a statue, but a statue of one that was fatally wounded and then came back to life. 

• Has the antichrist experienced a resurrection…can you see the unholy trinity now? 

• Is this the false Elijah revealing the lordship of the false Jesus? 

• This image or statue is mentioned 4 times in Chapter 13 and 6 more times in the rest of 

Revelation. 

• Why is it so important…because this is the core of the fall of man…idolatry! 

• Do you think the 1st and 2nd commandments are numbers one and two by accident? 

• I wonder if this image of the beast is what Jesus was referring to in His Olivet discourse. 

Matthew 24:15-22 (NLT)  
15  “The day is coming when you will see what Daniel the prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious object 

that causes desecration standing in the Holy Place.” (Reader, pay attention!) 16  “Then those in Judea 

must flee to the hills. 17  A person out on the deck of a roof must not go down into the house to pack.  
18  A person out in the field must not return even to get a coat. 19  How terrible it will be for pregnant 
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women and for nursing mothers in those days. 20  And pray that your flight will not be in winter or on the 

Sabbath. 21  For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be 

so great again. 22  In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person will survive. But 

it will be shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones. 

• Paul tells the church about it as well… 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NLT)  
3  Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day will not come until there is a great rebellion against 

God and the man of lawlessness is revealed—the one who brings destruction.  
4  He will exalt himself and defy everything that people call god and every object of worship. He will 

even sit in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God. 

• A false idol in the Jerusalem Temple would defile the temple, make it unholy. 

• Fireworks and a statue…what if that fireworks show and statue were on the temple mount in 

Jerusalem? 

• What if the statue began to breathe and to speak? 

Revelation 13:15 (NLT)  
15  He was then permitted to give life to this statue so that it could speak. Then the statue of the beast 

commanded that anyone refusing to worship it must die.  

• The statue is alive and this statue commands that everyone worship the antichrist or die! 

• The statue speaks…how do they do that? 

• Maybe this is the artificial intelligence that many computer people have been working on for 

years. 

• Would artificial intelligence eliminate the need for God (TRANSHUMANISM)? 

• Maybe it’s a form of demonic possession that brings breath and speech…I really don’t know. 

• I don’t really know how the dragon does it, but I do know what’s next. 

Revelation 13:16-18 (NLT)  
16  He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark on the 

right hand or on the forehead. 17  And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark, which was 

either the name of the beast or the number representing his name. 18  Wisdom is needed here. Let the one 

with understanding solve the meaning of the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man. His 

number is 666. 

• I believe the false prophet will be the world’s religious leader directing the worlds worship to the 

first beast…the antichrist…the false Christ. 

• But he will also be the controller of the world’s economy and the distribution of wealth, 

commerce and food supplies. 

• The mark of the beast…on your right hand or on your forehead…the mark of 666. 

• The Apostle John said that if you get it your gone…forever gone. 

• This mark is the mark of ownership…ownership of the dragon and if the dragon owns you…you 

will get what the dragon gets…hell. 


