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The Tribulation Session #7-Roots Class-October 26, 2022 (led by Terry Cooper) 

• The Tribulation…I have used this same Scripture to set up all 10 sessions. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! Don’t let your 

hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 

you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and 

stand before the Son of Man.”  

• Last week…we finished with the Seventh Trumpet announcing the coming Kingdom of Christ 

and John looking into heaven to see the Ark of the Lord. 

• Tonight, we will go back and pick up chapters 10 and 11 and cover the gap between the Sixth 

and Seventh Trumpet (a pause between the sixth and seventh trumpet). 

• The Apostle John sees another mighty angel coming down from heaven (between the Sixth and 

Seventh Angels with Trumpets). 

The Angel and the Small Scroll 

Revelation 10:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, surrounded by a cloud, with a rainbow 

over his head. His face shone like the sun, and his feet were like pillars of fire. 2  And in his hand was a 

small scroll that had been opened. He stood with his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land.  
3  And he gave a great shout like the roar of a lion. And when he shouted, the seven thunders answered.  
4  When the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write. But I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Keep 

secret what the seven thunders said, and do not write it down.”  

 

• Some would assume this mighty angel is Jesus, but Jesus is NOT referred to as an angel in the 

New Testament. All the angels are bowing down to Jesus. Is this Michael, the archangel?? 

• This holy angel holds an opened scroll and has authority over land and sea…the scroll holds a 

Word from God. 

• The angel shouts the Word, but then John heard a voice from heaven telling him to NOT write it 

down, but seal it up. 

• What was in that small scroll…was it more terror? 

• The Apostle Paul also revealed a time when he was saw and heard things that he could not share 

either. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 (NLT2)  
2  I was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether I was in my body or out of my 

body, I don’t know—only God knows. 3  Yes, only God knows whether I was in my body or outside my 

body. But I do know 4  that I was caught up to paradise and heard things so astounding that they cannot 

be expressed in words, things no human is allowed to tell. 

 

• John could not reveal or write down the content of the small scroll, but the same angel raises his 

hand toward heaven and gives a revelation that John did write down…NO MORE DELAY! 

 

Revelation 10:5-7 (NLT2)  
5  Then the angel I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand toward heaven.  
6  He swore an oath in the name of the one who lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and 
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everything in them, the earth and everything in it, and the sea and everything in it. He said, “There will 

be no more delay. 7  When the seventh angel blows his trumpet, God’s mysterious plan will be fulfilled. 

It will happen just as he announced it to his servants the prophets.” 

 

• We covered the Seventh Trumpet in this past session…no more delay…The King is coming and 

God’s wrath and judgment are coming before Him…to destroy those who brought destruction. 

• They mysterious plan of God will be fulfilled…no more delay…The Revelation of Christ the 

King…a conquering and reigning King. 

• The Apostle Paul give us much detail of this mysterious plan of God that was once kept secret. 

 

Ephesians 3:1-11 (NLT2)  
1  When I think of all this, I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the benefit of you Gentiles . . .  
2  assuming, by the way, that you know God gave me the special responsibility of extending his grace to 

you Gentiles. 3  As I briefly wrote earlier, God himself revealed his mysterious plan to me.  
4  As you read what I have written, you will understand my insight into this plan regarding Christ.  
5  God did not reveal it to previous generations, but now by his Spirit he has revealed it to his holy 

apostles and prophets. 6  And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good News 

share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same body, and both enjoy 

the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus. 7  By God’s grace and mighty power, I 

have been given the privilege of serving him by spreading this Good News. 8  Though I am the least 

deserving of all God’s people, he graciously gave me the privilege of telling the Gentiles about the 

endless treasures available to them in Christ. 9  I was chosen to explain to everyone this mysterious 

plan that God, the Creator of all things, had kept secret from the beginning. 10  God’s purpose in all 

this was to use the church to display his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and authorities 

in the heavenly places. 11  This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

• The Apostle John hears the voice from heaven again…no more delay…now what? 

 

Revelation 10:8-11 (NLT2)  
8  Then the voice from heaven spoke to me again: “Go and take the open scroll from the hand of the 

angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9  So I went to the angel and told him to give me the 

small scroll. “Yes, take it and eat it,” he said. “It will be sweet as honey in your mouth, but it will turn 

sour in your stomach!” 10  So I took the small scroll from the hand of the angel, and I ate it! It was sweet 

in my mouth, but when I swallowed it, it turned sour in my stomach. 11  Then I was told, “You must 

prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings.”  

 

• Sweet salvation, but sour because there will be a spirit war opposition during our time of 

waiting. 

• John must tell the world about God’s coming wrath and judgment…the Revelation and the 

Tribulation. You must not hold back, you must tell them! 

 

The Two Witnesses 
 

• Immediately following the sour scroll moment…the angel gives John a measuring stick. 

 

Revelation 11:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  Then I was given a measuring stick, and I was told, “Go and measure the Temple of God and the 

altar, and count the number of worshipers. 2  But do not measure the outer courtyard, for it has been 

turned over to the nations [gentiles]. They will trample the holy city for 42 months.  
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3  And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will be clothed in burlap and will prophesy 

during those 1,260 days.”  

 

Luke 21:24 (NLT2)  
24  They will be killed by the sword or sent away as captives to all the nations of the world. And 

Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the period of the Gentiles comes to an end.  

 

• This scene reveals the halfway point of the 7-year Tribulation (42 months equals 3.5 years). 

• 1260 days is 3.5 years (1260/360=3.5). 

• This is not the Jerusalem Temple that was there during the time of Christ…that Temple would 

have been destroyed some 30 years earlier…before John had the Revelation. 

• That tells us there must be another Temple built in Jerusalem before these events can take place. 

• The Apostle Paul reveals the Antichrist standing in the Jerusalem Temple at the 3.5-year point 

and proclaiming himself to be God to the whole world. 

• Daniel reveals how all this begins…after the Rapture of the Church…the One that is holding 

back the Antichrist and the Destruction/Tribulation. 

• The Antichrist will come to world power and sign a 7-year peace agreement with Israel which 

will allow for the rebuilding of a Jerusalem Temple. 

 

Daniel 9:26 (NLT2)  
27  The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this 

time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he 

will set up a sacrilegious object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally 

poured out on him.” 

 

• The rebuilt Temple will be desecrated by the Antichrist and destruction will come to the earth. 

• During the first 3.5 years of the Tribulation the Lord will place Two Witnesses in Jerusalem 

(verse 3).  

• They will be clothed in burlap…signifying a time of mourning…knowing what is to come. 

• The church has been taken away and now the Lord will have these Two Witnesses reveal the 

mysterious plan of God to the Jewish people…Jesus is Messiah and the soon approaching 

King of the Earth. 

 

Revelation 11:4-6 (NLT2)  
4  These two prophets are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of all the 

earth. 5  If anyone tries to harm them, fire flashes from their mouths and consumes their enemies. This is 

how anyone who tries to harm them must die. 6  They have power to shut the sky so that no rain will fall 

for as long as they prophesy. And they have the power to turn the rivers and oceans into blood, and to 

strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they wish. 

 

• No one knows for sure, but it would be hard to argue with the idea that these Two Witnesses 

will be Moses and Elijah. Moses is the Lawgiver and Elijah represents the prophets…the Law 

and the Prophets (some would suppose Enoch over Moses because of Moses’ death). 

• Their message is to the Jewish people who understand the Law and the Prophets, but do not yet 

know about the Jewish Messiah Jesus. 

• Elijah and Moses both possessed these same powers during their time on the earth and Moses 

and Elijah were both standing with Jesus during the Transfiguration. 

• There was a heavenly argument between Michael and Satan about the body of Moses…why do 

you think? 
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Jude 1:9 (NLT2)  
9  But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare accuse the devil of blasphemy, but 

simply said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (This took place when Michael was arguing with the devil about 

Moses’ body.) 

 

• The main point is not their identity, but their message….they will preach Jesus as Messiah to 

the Jews (in Jerusalem) during the reign of the Antichrist…this will bring great persecution and 

eventually their death. 

• The Beast from the bottomless pit (in the next verse) is the Antichrist that will be reigning on the 

earth at that time…the one that brings destruction. 

 

Revelation 11:7-10 (NLT2)  
7  When they complete their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the bottomless pit will declare war 

against them, and he will conquer them and kill them. 8  And their bodies will lie in the main street of 

Jerusalem, the city that is figuratively called “Sodom” and “Egypt,” the city where their Lord was 

crucified. 9  And for three and a half days, all peoples, tribes, languages, and nations will stare at their 

bodies. No one will be allowed to bury them. 10  All the people who belong to this world will gloat over 

them and give presents to each other to celebrate the death of the two prophets who had tormented them. 

 

• The beast and his followers will celebrate the death of these 2 preachers with a Christmastime 

celebration of giving gifts. 

• But horror will come upon them all when they rise from the dead in full view of the world. 

• Why horror…because they will see that resurrection power does NOT belong to the Beast. 

 

Revelation 11:11-12 (NLT2)  
11  But after three and a half days, God breathed life into them, and they stood up! Terror struck all 

who were staring at them. 12  Then a loud voice from heaven called to the two prophets, “Come up 

here!” And they rose to heaven in a cloud as their enemies watched. 

 

• They will preach Jesus as Messiah from Jerusalem for 3.5 years and they will lie dead for 3.5 

days and then rise (raptured) to receive their reward…the bitter scroll will become sweet for 

them on that day. 

• They cannot die until their mission is completed but their lives will give testimony to the 

resurrection power of Christ…the whole world will see the resurrection power of Jesus. 

 

Revelation 11:13-14 (NLT2)  
13  At the same time there was a terrible earthquake that destroyed a tenth of the city. Seven thousand 

people died in that earthquake, and everyone else was terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.  
14  The second terror is past, but look, the third terror is coming quickly.  

 

• Justice…many of the people who celebrated and exchanged gifts at the death of the Two 

Witnesses will be among the 7,000 who die during the earthquake that will occur during their 

resurrection. 

• This “parenthesis” event is between the Sixth and Seventh Trumpet, which we’ve already 

covered. 

• The “parenthesis” continues in chapter 12 with the Woman and the Dragon. 

 

The Woman and the Dragon 
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Revelation 12:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  Then I witnessed in heaven an event of great significance. I saw a woman clothed with the sun, with 

the moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2  She was pregnant, and she cried 

out because of her labor pains and the agony of giving birth.  

 

• Notice how this vision from heaven lines up with Joseph’s dream in the Old Testament…Joseph 

is a shadow of the coming Messiah. 

 

Genesis 37:9 (NLT2)  
9  Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. “Listen, I have had another 

dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!”  

 

• The Woman is Israel (not the church), the Dragon is Satan, the child is Jesus, the archangel is 

Michael, Israel is the remnant seed of the woman, the beast out of the sea is the Antichrist, the 

False Prophet is the religious leader that will assist the Antichrist during the Tribulation. 

 

Revelation 12:3-6 (NLT2)  
3  Then I witnessed in heaven another significant event. I saw a large red dragon with seven heads and 

ten horns, with seven crowns on his heads. 4  His tail swept away one-third of the stars in the sky, and he 

threw them to the earth. He stood in front of the woman as she was about to give birth, ready to devour 

her baby as soon as it was born. 5  She gave birth to a son who was to rule all nations with an iron rod. 

And her child was snatched away from the dragon and was caught up to God and to his throne.  
6  And the woman fled into the wilderness, where God had prepared a place to care for her for 1,260 

days.  

 

• The Red Dragon is Satan and he led one-third of the angels of heaven into rebellion against 

God…this is the spirit war. 

• The spirit of antichrist is not mentioned in the Old Testament…it begins the moment the woman 

gives birth to the Christ. 

• The Dragon attempted to destroy Jesus on the cross, but Jesus ascended to the Father’s throne 

and waits for the day that His divine Kingdom will come to the earth. 

• What about those who have come to faith in Christ at the preaching of the Two Witnesses? 

• Who are these that are protected for 1260 days or 3.5 years? 

• There is a “remnant” of Israel that God will supernaturally protect from the dragon during the 

Tribulation. 

• Verse 7 pauses with the Woman and her Child event and focuses on the dragon (Satan). 

 

Revelation 12:7-12 (NLT2)  
7  Then there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon and his angels.  
8  And the dragon lost the battle, and he and his angels were forced out of heaven. 9  This great dragon—

the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world—was thrown down to 

the earth with all his angels. 10  Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at 

last— salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser 

of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down to earth— the one who accuses them before our God 

day and night. 11  And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And 

they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. 12  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens! And 

you who live in the heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the sea, for the devil has 

come down to you in great anger, knowing that he has little time.”  
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• Can your mind imagine this spirit war in heaven and yes on the earth today? 

• I realize it’s difficult for us to put a timeline on all of these events. Does this thrown down from 

heaven event take place in the future Tribulation or does it refer to a past event when Jesus said. 

 

Luke 10:17-18 (NLT2)  
17  When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even the demons obey 

us when we use your name!” 18  “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning!  

 

• It seems to me that Satan has access to the throne of God UNTIL the Tribulation begins…then 

He will be thrown down to heaven and unable to approach the throne again…just my opinion 

based on the “terror and little time” comments. 

• The power to overcome Satan is revealed in this Revelation 

• The Blood of the Lamb, our Testimony and Not Afraid to Die… because of the Resurrection. 

• Now, back to the Woman and the Child…Israel. 

 

Revelation 12:13-14 (NLT2)  
13  When the dragon realized that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 

given birth to the male child. 14  But she was given two wings like those of a great eagle so she could fly 

to the place prepared for her in the wilderness. There she would be cared for and protected from the 

dragon for a time, times, and half a time. 

 

• The Jewish remnant saved and supernaturally protected by God during the second half of the 

Tribulation (3.5 years). 

 

Romans 9:27-28 (NLT2)  
27  And concerning Israel, Isaiah the prophet cried out, “Though the people of Israel are as numerous as 

the sand of the seashore, only a remnant will be saved. 28  For the LORD will carry out his sentence 

upon the earth quickly and with finality.”  

 

Zechariah 13:7-9 (NLT2)  
7  “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, the man who is my partner,” says the LORD of Heaven’s 

Armies. “Strike down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, and I will turn against the lambs.  
8  Two-thirds of the people in the land will be cut off and die,” says the LORD. “But one-third will be 

left in the land. 9  I will bring that group through the fire and make them pure. I will refine them 

like silver and purify them like gold. They will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will say, 

‘These are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.’”  

 

• With that final word tonight…one-third of Israel will survive and two-thirds of Israel will be cut 

off and die. How do we see the gospel message of Christ to the Gentile Church? 

 

Hebrews 2:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it.  
2  For the message God delivered through angels has always stood firm, and every violation of the law 

and every act of disobedience was punished. 3  So what makes us think we can escape if we ignore 

this great salvation that was first announced by the Lord Jesus himself and then delivered to us by 

those who heard him speak? 4  And God confirmed the message by giving signs and wonders and 

various miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit whenever he chose.  

 

 


