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The Tribulation Session #5-Roots Class-October 12, 2022 (led by Terry Cooper) 

• The Tribulation…I have used these words of Jesus to set the stage for all 10 sessions. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! Don’t let your 

hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 

you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and 

stand before the Son of Man.”  

• Last week…as Jesus opened up the Seventh Seal there were 7 Angels carrying 7 Trumpets. 

• It’s not over, in fact it’s about to get worse…The Seven Trumpets! 

• Remember, Jesus started all this when God the Father handed Him the scroll that was sealed with 

7 seals.  

• Jesus was the only one worthy (heaven or earth) to open the scroll, which is God’s plan to 

redeem (take back) the title deed to the earth and mankind from Satan. 

• That’s why Jesus will reign on this present earth for 1,000 years after the Tribulation…the King 

will have His Kingdom…may your Kingdom come and may your will be done on earth! 

The First Angel and the First Trumpet 

Revelation 8:6-7 (NLT2)  
6  Then the seven angels with the seven trumpets prepared to blow their mighty blasts. 7  The first angel 

blew his trumpet, and hail and fire mixed with blood were thrown down on the earth. One-third of the 

earth was set on fire, one-third of the trees were burned, and all the green grass was burned.  

• Hail and fire mixed with blood…it’s difficult to imagine the fire mixed with blood. 

• These Trumpet Judgments of God are either used or revealed prophetically in the Old Testament. 

• God used this type of judgment in the time of Moses in Egypt. 

Exodus 9:22-26 (NLT2)  
22  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Lift your hand toward the sky so hail may fall on the people, the 

livestock, and all the plants throughout the land of Egypt.” 23  So Moses lifted his staff toward the sky, 

and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and lightning flashed toward the earth. The LORD sent a 

tremendous hailstorm against all the land of Egypt. 24  Never in all the history of Egypt had there been a 

storm like that, with such devastating hail and continuous lightning. 25  It left all of Egypt in ruins. 

The hail struck down everything in the open field—people, animals, and plants alike. Even the trees 

were destroyed. 26  The only place without hail was the region of Goshen, where the people of Israel 

lived.  

• It left Egypt in ruins, but notice it was only localized judgment of God.  

• Goshen, where Israel lived, escaped the storm. 

• The First Trumpet will be worldwide, and one-third of the earth was set on fire by this 

Tribulation storm. 

• Most of you are aware of the Ezekiel 38-39 Gog-Magog war that is prophesied. 

• There is much debate about the timing of the Gog-Magog war…at the beginning of the 

Tribulation (Russia, Iran, Turkey and Syria)???? 

• Is there a connection between the Gog-Magog war and this First Trumpet? 
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Ezekiel 38:14-23 (NLT2)  
14  “Therefore, son of man, prophesy against Gog. Give him this message from the Sovereign LORD: 

When my people are living in peace in their land, then you will rouse yourself. 15  You will come 

from your homeland in the distant north with your vast cavalry and your mighty army, 16  and you will 

attack my people Israel, covering their land like a cloud. At that time in the distant future, I will bring 

you against my land as everyone watches, and my holiness will be displayed by what happens to you, 

Gog. Then all the nations will know that I am the LORD. 17  “This is what the Sovereign LORD asks: 

Are you the one I was talking about long ago, when I announced through Israel’s prophets that in the 

future I would bring you against my people? 18  But this is what the Sovereign LORD says: When Gog 

invades the land of Israel, my fury will boil over! 19  In my jealousy and blazing anger, I promise a 

mighty shaking in the land of Israel on that day. 20  All living things—the fish in the sea, the birds of 

the sky, the animals of the field, the small animals that scurry along the ground, and all the people on 

earth—will quake in terror at my presence. Mountains will be thrown down; cliffs will crumble; walls 

will fall to the earth. 21  I will summon the sword against you on all the hills of Israel, says the Sovereign 

LORD. Your men will turn their swords against each other. 22  I will punish you and your armies with 

disease and bloodshed; I will send torrential rain, hailstones, fire, and burning sulfur!  

23  In this way, I will show my greatness and holiness, and I will make myself known to all the nations 

of the world. Then they will know that I am the LORD.  

• Is this the same event as the First Trumpet or is it localized…no one knows for sure, but God 

will use this terrible hail/fire storm to reveal his power and holiness to the world. 

• The Prophet Joel also reveals this type of storm coming in the future. 

Joel 2:28-32 (NLT2)  
28  “Then, after doing all those things, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions. 29  In those days I 

will pour out my Spirit even on servants—men and women alike. 30  And I will cause wonders in the 

heavens and on the earth— blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31  The sun will become dark, and 

the moon will turn blood red before that great and terrible day of the LORD arrives. 32  But everyone 

who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved, for some on Mount Zion in Jerusalem will 

escape, just as the LORD has said. These will be among the survivors whom the LORD has called.  

• Do you recognize that one from Joel…it’s the prophecy that Peter quoted on the Day of 

Pentecost, the day the church began? 

• Can you see how the Word points toward this final prophetic event when the Trumpets blast? 

• The First Trumpet has left…One-third of the earth was set on fire, one-third of the trees were 

burned, and all the green grass was burned.  

The Second Angel and the Second Trumpet 

Revelation 8:8-9 (NLT2)  
8  Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and a great mountain of fire was thrown into the sea. One-

third of the water in the sea became blood,  
9  one-third of all things living in the sea died, and one-third of all the ships on the sea were destroyed. 

• One-third of the earth/trees are on fire and all the grass has been burned up and now one-third of 

the water in the sea has become blood polluted. 

• One-third of the living creatures in the sea are now dead…what happens to the food supply? 

• One-third of the ships that travel the sea are destroyed…what happens to commerce? 
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• A great mountain of fire was thrown into the sea…which started this chain of events. 

• Did the great mountain fall from heaven or was it picked up and thrown down from the earth? 

• Can you see the similarity of this Second Trumpet judgment to that of Moses and Egypt? 

Exodus 7:17-18 (NLT2)  
17  So this is what the LORD says: “I will show you that I am the LORD.” Look! I will strike the water 

of the Nile with this staff in my hand, and the river will turn to blood. 18  The fish in it will die, and the 

river will stink. The Egyptians will not be able to drink any water from the Nile.’” 

• Polluted water supply causes death. 

• Can you see it…death is everywhere and it comes suddenly and without warning during the 

Tribulation. 

• One-third of the earth/trees are on fire and all the grass has been burned up…what about oxygen? 

• One third of the water is polluted…fish are destroyed…food and water destroyed. 

• One third x three, but not on the same things…Can it get worse…here comes the Third Trumpet. 

The Third Angel and the Third Trumpet 

Revelation 8:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from the sky, burning like a torch. It fell 

on one-third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11  The name of the star was Bitterness. It made 

one-third of the water bitter, and many people died from drinking the bitter water. 

• Bitterness…Wormwood…it is poison and deadly. 

• If the Second Trumpet only affected the salt waters…this Third Trumpet will poison the fresh 

water. 

• Many people will die from drinking this poisoned bitter water. 

• Notice that this great star from the sky will poison the underground springs of water as well. 

• Why all this death and destruction…the people of the earth have refused to worship the Creator 

of all the things that are now being destroyed and taken away from them. 

• By the time we get to Revelation 14 (fast forward)…the angels are announcing the reason to 

worship God, the Creator. 

Revelation 14:6-7 (NLT2)  
6  And I saw another angel flying through the sky, carrying the eternal Good News to proclaim to the 

people who belong to this world—to every nation, tribe, language, and people.  
7  “Fear God,” he shouted. “Give glory to him. For the time has come when he will sit as judge. 

Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all the springs of water.”  

• Worship the Creator of heaven, earth, sea and springs of water…al the things that are being 

destroyed in the Tribulation because they refused to worship the Creator and give Him glory. 

• Don’t forget…God is going to use all this to redeem Israel…to bring them through the fiery 

Tribulation. 

Zechariah 13:8-9 (NLT2)  
8  Two-thirds of the people in the land will be cut off and die,” says the LORD. “But one-third will 

be left in the land. 9  I will bring that group through the fire and make them pure. I will refine them like 

silver and purify them like gold. They will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘These 

are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.’”  
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• One-third of the earth/trees are on fire and all the grass has been burned up and now one-third of 

the water in the sea has become blood polluted. 

• One-third of the sea and now the fresh water and springs of water are polluted and poison. 

The Fourth Angel and the Fourth Trumpet 

• Before I read it…this angel brings a Word beyond our human comprehension…an unspeakable 

terror is coming. 

Revelation 8:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and one-third of the sun was struck, and one-third of the 

moon, and one-third of the stars, and they became dark. And one-third of the day was dark, and also 

one-third of the night. 13  Then I looked, and I heard a single eagle crying loudly as it flew through the 

air, “Terror, terror, terror to all who belong to this world because of what will happen when the last 

three angels blow their trumpets.”  

• Do you see it…the entire created order that sustains the life of mankind is being dismantled and 

destroyed by the Creator because they refused to acknowledge Him as Creator and worshipped 

other gods which are no gods at all! 

• One third of the sun, moon and stars have become dark. 

• The day and the night have been reduced by one-third…a tremendous darkness has come to 

earth. 

• What about growing food without the sun? 

• The Bible has revealed these judgments before, but they were localized in the past. 

Exodus 10:21-23 (NLT2)  
21  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Lift your hand toward heaven, and the land of Egypt will be covered 

with a darkness so thick you can feel it.” 22  So Moses lifted his hand to the sky, and a deep darkness 

covered the entire land of Egypt for three days. 23  During all that time the people could not see each 

other, and no one moved. But there was light as usual where the people of Israel lived.  

Isaiah 13:9-13 (NLT2)  
9  For see, the day of the LORD is coming— the terrible day of his fury and fierce anger. The land will 

be made desolate, and all the sinners destroyed with it. 10  The heavens will be black above them; the 

stars will give no light. The sun will be dark when it rises, and the moon will provide no light.  
11  “I, the LORD, will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their sin. I will crush the arrogance 

of the proud and humble the pride of the mighty. 12  I will make people scarcer than gold— more rare 

than the fine gold of Ophir. 13  For I will shake the heavens. The earth will move from its place when 

the LORD of Heaven’s Armies displays his wrath in the day of his fierce anger.”  

Ezekiel 32:7-8 (NLT2)  
7  When I blot you out [Zech. 13:8, two thirds will be cut off and die], I will veil the heavens and darken 

the stars. I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon will not give you its light.  
8  I will darken the bright stars overhead and cover your land in darkness. I, the Sovereign LORD, have 

spoken!  

• Can there be more terror on earth than this? 

Revelation 8:13 (NLT2)  
13  Then I looked, and I heard a single eagle crying loudly as it flew through the air, “Terror, terror, 
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terror to all who belong to this world because of what will happen when the last three angels blow their 

trumpets.” 

• We will cover the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Angels/Trumpets next week. 

• This would be a good time for us to stop and read Jesus’ warning and pray. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! Don’t let your 

hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 

you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming 

horrors and stand before the Son of Man.”  

• The first Four Trumpet Warnings reveal God’s wrath against those who refuse to 

acknowledge Him as Creator…so He begins to take away the Created Order that was created to 

give and sustain their lives. 

• Israel committed this horrible sin against God…forsaking the Creator and following after idols. 

• God recorded the idolatry and falling away of Israel in a Book called the Bible…so that we 

might not follow their folly. 

• But, just like Israel…the world has fallen away and denied the Creator (IDOLATRY)…thinking 

we could somehow survive without Him. 

Jeremiah 2:11-13 (NLT2)  
11  Has any nation ever traded its gods for new ones, even though they are not gods at all? Yet my 

people have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols! 12  The heavens are shocked at such a 

thing and shrink back in horror and dismay,” says the LORD. 13  “For my people have done two evil 

things: They have abandoned me— the fountain of living water. And they have dug for themselves 

cracked cisterns that can hold no water at all!  

• The final truth is this…The Apostle Paul has already revealed the fact that the church will do 

the same thing as Israel in the last days before the Rapture. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some things about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and how we will be gathered to meet him. 2  Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say that 

the day of the Lord has already begun. Don’t believe them, even if they claim to have had a spiritual 

vision, a revelation, or a letter supposedly from us. 3  Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day will 

not come until there is a great rebellion [APOSTASY] against God and the man of lawlessness is 

revealed—the one who brings destruction.  

• The one who brings destruction…the destruction is what we’ve been talking about for 5 weeks 

now…The Tribulation. 

• I still have some good news in closing tonight. 

2 Peter 3:3-16 (NLT2)  
3  Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth 

and following their own desires. 4  They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming 

again? From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was 

first created.” 5  They deliberately forget that God made the heavens by the word of his command, 

and he brought the earth out from the water and surrounded it with water.  
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6  Then he used the water to destroy the ancient world with a mighty flood. 7  And by the same word, 

the present heavens and earth have been stored up for fire. They are being kept for the day of judgment, 

when ungodly people will be destroyed. 8  But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is 

like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. 9  The Lord isn’t really being slow 

about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want 

anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. 10  But the day of the Lord will come as 

unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements 

themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it will be found to deserve judgment.  
11  Since everything around us is going to be destroyed like this, what holy and godly lives you should 

live, 12  looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it along. On that day, he will set the heavens on 

fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13  But we are looking forward to the new heavens 

and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness. 14  And so, dear friends, 

while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives 

that are pure and blameless in his sight. 15  And remember, the Lord’s patience gives people time to be 

saved. This is what our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him—  
16  speaking of these things in all of his letters. Some of his comments are hard to understand, and those 

who are ignorant and unstable have twisted his letters to mean something quite different, just as they do 

with other parts of Scripture. And this will result in their destruction.  

• Jesus told us that His return would like it was in the days of Noah and the days of Lot. 

Luke 17:26-30 (NLT2)  
26  “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day.  
27  In those days, the people enjoyed banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah 

entered his boat and the flood came and destroyed them all.  
28  “And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went about their daily business—eating 

and drinking, buying and selling, farming and building—  
29  until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire and burning sulfur rained down from heaven and 

destroyed them all.  
30  Yes, it will be ‘business as usual’ right up to the day when the Son of Man is revealed.  

• Do you want some really good news in closing tonight? 

• Noah and Lot were both taken (by God) to safety before it began to rain and before the fire fell 

from heaven. 

 

 


