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The Tribulation Session #4-Roots Class-October 5, 2022(led by Terry Cooper) 

• The Tribulation…I have used these words of Jesus to set the stage for all 10 sessions. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! Don’t let your 

hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 

you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors 

and stand before the Son of Man.”  

• Last week we talked about the 4 horses of the apocalypse…Destruction and wrath has come to 

the earth, but the church has escaped the coming horrors and is standing before the Son of Man. 

• The Father has handed the scroll to the Lamb from the Tribe of Judah and the scroll is sealed 

with 7 seals. 

• The first 4 seals have been opened and destruction has come upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 

• First seal…White horse…conquering power of the antichrist. 

• Second seal…Red horse…war and bloodshed 

• Third seal…Black horse…famine 

• Fourth seal…Pale green horse…death and hades by way of sword, famine, disease and wild 

animals. 

• Bear in mind that these are all worldwide events…notice Jesus’ warning in vs. 35 above. 

• Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone 

living on the earth.  

Matthew 24:21-22 (NLT2)  
21  For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be so 

great again. 22  In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person will survive. But it 

will be shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones. 

• These are not localized events, but worldwide events of God’s wrath and judgment being poured 

on upon the earth…and it’s just getting started. 

The Fifth Seal-Souls under the Altar in Heaven 

Revelation 6:9-11 (NLT2)  
9  When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who had been martyred for 

the word of God and for being faithful in their testimony. 10  They shouted to the Lord and said, 

“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the people who belong to this world and 

avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” 11  Then a white robe was given to each of them. 

And they were told to rest a little longer until the full number of their brothers and sisters—their fellow 

servants of Jesus who were to be martyred—had joined them. 

• The fifth seal reveals a scene in heaven while the destruction is taking place on the earth below. 

• Who are these “souls” under the altar in heaven while destruction and judgment are occurring on 

the earth? 

• They are Tribulation Saints…believers who will be killed after the Rapture of the (living) 

Church and the dead in Christ have been taken from the earth (dead and alive believers). 
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• Souls without their resurrected body. They will not receive their resurrected bodies until the end 

of the Tribulation…when the Old Testament Saintes will rise to reign with Jesus in Jerusalem. 

• This is a good time to make a strong point…it is highly likely that these martyred souls are 

primarily Jews. 

• Why…the Rapture of the church ends the time of the Gentiles and begins the time of Jacob’s 

trouble.  

• Many live under the false idea that it will be easy to come to Christ after the Rapture…when they 

see believers missing from the earth. 

• The Apostle Paul reveals that God will give a spirit of delusion to those who rejected the gospel 

while they had an opportunity to receive the truth. 

2 Thessalonians 2:5-12 (NLT2)  
5  Don’t you remember that I told you about all this when I was with you? 6  And you know what is 

holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes. 7  For this lawlessness is already at 

work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is holding it back steps out of the way.  
8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of his 

mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming. 9  This man will come to do the work of Satan 

with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. 10  He will use every kind of evil deception to fool those 

on their way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save them.  
11  So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies. 12  Then they will 

be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth.  

2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 (NASB)  
11  For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is 

false, 12  in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in 

wickedness. 

• That’s why we preach urgently…today is the day of salvation. 

Hebrews 3:7-15 (NLT2)  
7  That is why the Holy Spirit says, “Today when you hear his voice, 8  don’t harden your hearts as 

Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the wilderness. 9  There your ancestors tested and 

tried my patience, even though they saw my miracles for forty years. 10  So I was angry with them, and I 

said, ‘Their hearts always turn away from me. They refuse to do what I tell them.’ 11  So in my anger I 

took an oath: ‘They will never enter my place of rest.’” 12  Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. 

Make sure that your own hearts are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God.  
13  You must warn each other every day, while it is still “today,” so that none of you will be 

deceived by sin and hardened against God. 14  For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as 

firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ. 15  Remember what it says: 

“Today when you hear his voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled.”  

• The church age (Gentiles) ends, and God opens up salvation and the gospel message of Jesus to 

the Jewish people. 

• The Jewish people come to faith in Jesus during the reign of the antichrist and they are martyred 

for not bowing down to the false Christ. 

Romans 11:25-33 (NLT2)  
25  I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud about 

yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full number of 
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Gentiles comes to Christ. 26  And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, “The one who 

rescues will come from Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness. 27  And this is my 

covenant with them, that I will take away their sins.” 28  Many of the people of Israel are now enemies of 

the Good News, and this benefits you Gentiles. Yet they are still the people he loves because he chose 

their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 29  For God’s gifts and his call can never be withdrawn.  
30  Once, you Gentiles were rebels against God, but when the people of Israel rebelled against him, God 

was merciful to you instead. 31  Now they are the rebels, and God’s mercy has come to you so that they, 

too, will share in God’s mercy. 32  For God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience so he could have 

mercy on everyone. 33  Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it 

is for us to understand his decisions and his ways!  

• But how…if the church is removed…the Holy Spirit is removed…how will the Jews turn to 

Christ as Messiah? 

• First point…the indwelling of the Holy Spirit does seem to change when the church is caught 

up. 

• However, the Holy Spirit will come during the Tribulation like He did in the Old Testament. 

• There are two ways that God will reveal Jesus as the Messiah to the Jews during the Tribulation, 

and I will cover them in detail later. 

• First, the Two Witnesses. 

• Secondly, the 144,000 Jewish evangelists. 

• Both of these will be revealed during the 7 Trumpets that follow the 7 Seals. 

• And don’t forget about all those Bible that are left behind after the church has departed. 

• Notice WHY they are being martyred… 9  When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under the 

altar the souls of all who had been martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in their 

testimony. 

• The Word and the Testimony…they will get you killed in the Tribulation…and also today in 

some places. 

• But this is the important part…they weren’t afraid to die…this is the only way to survive 

during the Tribulation. 

Revelation 12:10-12 (NLT2)  
10  Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at last— salvation and power and 

the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters has 

been thrown down to earth— the one who accuses them before our God day and night. 11  And they 

have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And they did not love their 

lives so much that they were afraid to die. 12  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens! And you who live in the 

heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you in 

great anger, knowing that he has little time.”  

 

• The prophet Zechariah reveals that two-thirds of the Jewish people will be slaughtered during the 

Tribulation. 

Zechariah 13:8-9 (NLT2)  
8  Two-thirds of the people in the land will be cut off and die,” says the LORD. “But one-third will be 

left in the land. 9  I will bring that group through the fire and make them pure. I will refine them like 

silver and purify them like gold. They will call on my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘These 

are my people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is our God.’”  
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• The souls under the alter are crying out to God for what… 10  They shouted to the Lord and said, 

“O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the people who belong to this 

world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” 

• In response the Lord gives them white robes to wear….do spirits/ghosts need white robes? 

• These souls under the altar have obviously been given temporary bodies for their time of waiting. 

• Waiting for what…for the end of the Tribulation and their bodily resurrection…many more will 

die in the coming days. 

• And they were told to rest a little longer until the full number of their brothers and sisters—

their fellow servants of Jesus who were to be martyred—had joined them. 

The Sixth Seal-Releasing the Four Angels 

Revelation 6:12-17 (NLT2)  
12  I watched as the Lamb broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake. The sun became as 

dark as black cloth, and the moon became as red as blood. 13  Then the stars of the sky fell to the earth 

like green figs falling from a tree shaken by a strong wind. 14  The sky was rolled up like a scroll, and all 

of the mountains and islands were moved from their places. 15  Then everyone—the kings of the earth, 

the rulers, the generals, the wealthy, the powerful, and every slave and free person—all hid themselves 

in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16  And they cried to the mountains and the rocks, 

“Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the 

Lamb. 17  For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to survive?”  

• Can you see why Jesus told us to pray… Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be 

strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.”  

• The earth had been shaken and now the heavens are shaking…stars are falling from the sky. 

• Everything that people hold as a “constant” is now being undone and torn down by God. 

• People are in total panic…For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to 

survive? 

• We are still inside the 6th Seal when the next scene appears…the releasing of the Four Angels. 

Revelation 7:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds so they 

did not blow on the earth or the sea, or even on any tree. 2  And I saw another angel coming up from the 

east, carrying the seal of the living God. And he shouted to those four angels, who had been given 

power to harm land and sea,  

• Four angels that will stop the wind from blowing on the earth, but then a fifth angel appears. 

• The fifth angel must seal the chosen of God before they the four angels can complete their 

mission. 

Revelation 7:3-8 (NLT2)  
3  “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until we have placed the seal of God on the 

foreheads of his servants.” 4  And I heard how many were marked with the seal of God—144,000 were 

sealed from all the tribes of Israel: 5  from Judah — 12,000 from Reuben — 12,000 from Gad — 12,000  
6  from Asher — 12,000 from Naphtali — 12,000 from Manasseh — 12,000  
7  from Simeon — 12,000 from Levi — 12,000 from Issachar — 12,000  
8  from Zebulun — 12,000 from Joseph — 12,000 from Benjamin — 12,000  

• Do you see it…they are clearly all Jewish…why? 
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• This is the time of Jacob’s Trouble…this is the time when God will redeem Israel by raising up 

144,000 Jewish evangelists to preach the gospel around the world during the Tribulation…joined 

by the 2 Witnesses in Jerusalem. 

• Notice they will be sealed on their foreheads…the seal of the Living God…God’s ownership 

and protection…they cannot be killed after receiving this seal…they are not the martyred 

under the altar in the fifth seal. 

• These 144,000 all appear again at the end of Revelation…none of them have been lost to death. 

Revelation 14:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him were 144,000 who had his name and his 

Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2  And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of mighty 

ocean waves or the rolling of loud thunder. It was like the sound of many harpists playing together.  

• Spirit War…On earth the antichrist is sealing/marking the lost on their right hand or on their 

forehead. 

• We are still in the Sixth Seal and then an amazing scene is revealed…after the 144,00 are sealed. 

• What will God accomplish through these 144,000 Jewish evangelists? 

• Is the next section the result of God’s outpouring through the 144,00 during the Tribulation? 

• Is this next section the Great Awakening or Revival of Israel that will occur during the 

Tribulation? 

Revelation 7:9-17 (NLT2)  
9  After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and 

language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes 

and held palm branches in their hands. [PRAY THAT YOU WOULD BE STRONG ENGOUGH TO 

STAND BEFORE THE SON OF MAN] 
10  And they were shouting with a mighty shout, “Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne 

and from the Lamb!” 11  And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living beings. And they fell before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God.  
12  They sang, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 

strength belong to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
13  Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these who are clothed in white? Where 

did they come from?” 14  And I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, 

“These are the ones who died in the great tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood 

of the Lamb and made them white. 15  “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve him 

day and night in his Temple. And he who sits on the throne will give them shelter.  
16  They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun.  
17  For the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. 

And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”  

• Tribulation Saints…they died, were executed in the Great Tribulation…I suggest that these are 

primarily Jews that have come to faith in Jesus as Messiah during the Tribulation. 

The Seventh Seal-Silence in Heaven…the final seal on the Scroll in Jesus’ hand 

Revelation 8:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  When the Lamb broke the seventh seal on the scroll, there was silence throughout heaven for about 

half an hour. 2  I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and they were given seven trumpets.  
3  Then another angel with a gold incense burner came and stood at the altar. And a great amount of 
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incense was given to him to mix with the prayers of God’s people as an offering on the gold altar 

before the throne. 4  The smoke of the incense, mixed with the prayers of God’s holy people, ascended 

up to God from the altar where the angel had poured them out.  
5  Then the angel filled the incense burner with fire from the altar and threw it down upon the earth; 

and thunder crashed, lightning flashed, and there was a terrible earthquake.  

• When Jesus breaks the seventh seal…it brings a one-half hour silence in heaven…a pause 

moment. 

• The seventh seal reveals/contains 7 Angels that stand before God…they are given 7 Trumpets. 

• Another Angel (different than the 7) is holding a gold incense burner (censor) before the Altar of 

God. 

• The incense burner contains the prayers of God’s holy people, and they are mixed with God’s 

divine plans and thrown down to the earth. 

• The Seventh Seal reveals something…It’s not over…the Seven Angels are holding Seven 

Trumpets. 

• If you think the 7 Seals were bad…the 7 Trumpets are worse. 

• The other angel…the one holding the incense burner throws it down to the earth. 

• Then the angel filled the incense burner with fire from the altar and threw it down upon the 

earth; and thunder crashed, lightning flashed, and there was a terrible earthquake.  

• My simple conclusion…if anyone believed any part of this they would immediately repent of 

their sins and fall down before God confessing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

• I believe that if you believed you were lost, and Jesus had the power to save you…I believe you 

would believe in Jesus. 

• Next week…Session #5 will cover the Seven Trumpets…and yes, they are worse than the 7 

Seals. 

• Pray that you would be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand before the 

Son of Man…Escape the coming horrors…The horrible Tribulation lasts 7 years…Hell is 

forever! 

• Don’t let that day catch you unaware like a trap…for that day will come upon everyone living 

on the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


