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The Tribulation Session #3-Roots Class-September 28, 2022  

(led by Terry Cooper) 

• The Tribulation…I will use these words of Jesus to set the stage for all 10 sessions. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! Don’t let your 

hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. Don’t let that day catch 

you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors 

and stand before the Son of Man.”  

• Last week we talked about Jesus’ message to the 7 churches in Revelation. 

• In those 7 messages Jesus reveals the way to escape the coming horrors of both the Tribulation 

and that which comes to unbelievers after the Tribulation is completed (Great White Throne 

Judgment). 

• “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after this”. Rev. 4:1-3 (that could 

happen to the church today) 

• We’re about to enter the series of events that must happen after this…after the Rapture of the 

church. 

• Revelation 1-3 covers Jesus’ appearing to John on the Island of Patmos and Jesus’ 7 letters to the 

7 churches. 

• Chapter 4 begins with the “Come up here” statement…perhaps representing the 

departure/rapture of the church from the earth. 

• The rest of chapter 4 reveals the incredible “worship in heaven”…I think you could understand 

the reason for the worship. 

• Chapter 4 is like a bridge between the church and the beginning of the Tribulation…a gap which 

is filled with worship in heaven. 

• The Throne in this next scene is that of God the Father. The Lamb (Jesus the Son) will be 

introduced at the beginning of chapter 5. 

Revelation 4:1-11 (NLT2)  
1  Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice I had heard before spoke 

to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen 

after this.” 2  And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on 

it. 3  The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper and carnelian. And the glow 

of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow. 4  Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four 

elders sat on them. They were all clothed in white and had gold crowns on their heads.  
5  From the throne came flashes of lightning and the rumble of thunder. And in front of the throne were 

seven torches with burning flames. This is the sevenfold Spirit of God.  
6  In front of the throne was a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. In the center and around the 

throne were four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back.  
7  The first of these living beings was like a lion; the second was like an ox; the third had a human face; 

and the fourth was like an eagle in flight. 8  Each of these living beings had six wings, and their wings 

were covered all over with eyes, inside and out. Day after day and night after night they keep on saying, 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty— the one who always was, who is, and who is still to 

come.” 9  Whenever the living beings give glory and honor and thanks to the one sitting on the throne 
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(the one who lives forever and ever), 10  the twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one sitting on 

the throne (the one who lives forever and ever). And they lay their crowns before the throne and say,  
11  “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all things, 

and they exist because you created what you pleased.”  

• When Revelation chapter 5 opens everything begins to change…the Lamb of God will be 

introduced, and He will open the scroll that is sealed with 7 seals. 

• The scroll represents the title deed to planet earth and the plan of God to redeem the earth from 

sin and death. 

• The 7 seals that bind the scroll will be opened by the only ONE that is worthy to open the scroll 

and redeem the earth and its inhabitants. 

Revelation 5:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who was sitting on the throne. There was writing on the 

inside and the outside of the scroll, and it was sealed with seven seals. 2  And I saw a strong angel, who 

shouted with a loud voice: “Who is worthy to break the seals on this scroll and open it?” 3  But no 

one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll and read it.  

• Was there anyone from the Old Testament…Noah, Abraham, Moses…that was worthy…no! 

• Was there anyone from the church age…Peter, Andrew, James, John, Paul…that was 

worthy…no! 

• This next verse almost always makes me weep when I read it. 

Revelation 5:4-5 (NLT2)  
4  Then I [John] began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll and read it.  
5  But one of the twenty-four elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the heir to David’s throne, has won the victory. He is worthy to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

• This is why we worship…this is why there is worship in heaven around the throne of God. 

• There is One who is worthy to take back the title deed from Satan and redeem the earth…we 

can stop weeping now. 

• Notice how the heavenly elder describes Jesus…the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the heir to 

David’s throne. 

• Stop and notice this prophetic Old Testament Psalm announcing this future wonderful event. 

Psalm 89:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  I will sing of the LORD’s unfailing love forever! Young and old will hear of your faithfulness.  
2  Your unfailing love will last forever. Your faithfulness is as enduring as the heavens.  
3  The LORD said, “I have made a covenant with David, my chosen servant. I have sworn this oath 

to him: 4  ‘I will establish your descendants as kings forever; they will sit on your throne from now 

until eternity.’” Interlude 5  All heaven will praise your great wonders, LORD; myriads of angels will 

praise you for your faithfulness.  

• Now back to the Lion-King, but now He looks like a Lamb…a bloody Lamb. 

Revelation 5:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it was now standing between the 

throne and the four living beings and among the twenty-four elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, 

which represent the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every part of the earth. 7  He stepped 

forward and took the scroll from the right hand of the one sitting on the throne. 8  And when he 
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took the scroll, the four living beings and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one 

had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 

• Now the heavenly worship has turned…turned toward the Lamb. 

• The Lamb (Jesus) has taken the scroll (title deed to the earth) from God the Father. 

• Now, all the eyes are upon the Lamb…He (the Last Adam) now holds the scroll, the title deed to 

the earth and all its inhabitants. 

• Compare this scene to Jesus’ Great Commission event before He ascended to heaven. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT2)  
18  Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  
19  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 

Son and the Holy Spirit. 20  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And 

be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

• That previous statement of Jesus was made after the resurrection from the dead. 

• Jesus received this authority from God the Father by completing the mission on the earth…the 

cross…crushing the serpents head and taking back the title deed of planet earth as the Last 

Adam. 

1 Corinthians 15:21-28 (NLT2)  
21  So you see, just as death came into the world through a man [Adam], now the resurrection from the 

dead has begun through another man [Jesus].  
22  Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given 

new life. 23  But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then 

all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back [the rapture]. 24  After that the end will 

come, when he will turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, having destroyed every ruler and 

authority and power. 25  For Christ must reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet.  
26  And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27  For the Scriptures say, “God has put all things under 

his authority.” (Of course, when it says “all things are under his authority,” that does not include God 

himself, who gave Christ his authority.) 28  Then, when all things are under his authority, the Son will 

put himself under God’s authority, so that God, who gave his Son authority over all things, will be 

utterly supreme over everything everywhere.  

• Jesus has taken the scroll from God the Father, but the last enemy has not yet been defeated. 

• The Tribulation is about to begin…the countdown to the end…when the antichrist and the 

false prophet will be cast into hell…and Satan will be thrown into the abyss prison for 1,000 

years. 

• When Jesus takes the Scroll from the Father…there will be a new song in heaven. 

Revelation 5:8-10 (NLT2)  
8  And when he took the scroll, the four living beings and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of God’s 

people. 9  And they sang a new song with these words: “You are worthy to take the scroll and break its 

seals and open it. For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people for God from every 

tribe and language and people and nation. 10  And you have caused them to become a Kingdom of priests 

for our God. And they will reign on the earth.”  
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• Can anyone see the millennial kingdom of Christ on the earth after the 7-year Tribulation inside 

that song? 

• This song is a celebration song, a prophetic song…and the song is not finished yet. 

Revelation 5:11-14 (NLT2)  
11  Then I looked again, and I heard the voices of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and 

of the living beings and the elders. 12  And they sang in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slaughtered— to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.”  
13  And then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea. They sang: 

“Blessing and honor and glory and power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb 

forever and ever.” 14  And the four living beings said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down 

and worshiped the Lamb.  

• The worship has turned to the Lamb…chapter 5 reflects the transfer of attention to the Lamb. 

• This doesn’t take anything away from the Father…this is the Father’s perfect will. 

John 17:4-5 (NLT2)  
4  I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  
5  Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began. 

• Jesus will now bring glory to the Father by opening the seals on the scroll that was formerly in 

the hands of God the Father, but now in the hands of the Lamb of God, the Lion from the Tribe 

of Judah, the heir to David’s throne. 

• That’s when chapter 6 opens…King Jesus and all heaven (including the church) bowed down to 

Him. 

• King Jesus holding the scroll…the scroll that is bound with 7 seals…the war is about to begin. 

• Remember, the church has been removed from the earth at this point, now is the time for the 

wrath of God to be poured out on the earth.  

• Before we begin, I want you to consider the contrast between the church celebrating in heaven 

and the people who remain on the earth…never has there even such an extreme contrast. 

• It’s about to begin…with Jesus breaking the first of the 7 seals that bind the scroll. 

THE FOUR HORSES OF THE APPOSALYPSE…THE FIRST FOUR SEALS  

THE FIRST SEAL-THE RIDER ON THE WHITE HORSE 

Revelation 6:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  As I watched, the Lamb broke the first of the seven seals on the scroll. Then I heard one of the four 

living beings say with a voice like thunder, “Come!”  
2  I looked up and saw a white horse standing there. Its rider carried a bow, and a crown was placed on 

his head. He rode out to win many battles and gain the victory.  

• Do not be deceived…the rider of this white horse (first seal) is not Jesus, but the false Jesus…the 

Antichrist (the beast that comes out of the sea). 

• The Apostle Paul told us that the antichrist (false Christ on a white horse) would not be revealed 

until after the restrainer of evil is taken out of the way.  

• This is why we believe the Tribulation will occur after the Rapture of the church. 

2 Thessalonians 2:6-9 (NLT2)  
6  And you know what is holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes.  
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7  For this lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is holding it 

back steps out of the way. 8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill 

him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming.  
9  This man will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles.  

• When the church is taken from the earth…the world will look for someone to save them from the 

chaos and darkness that will suddenly come to the earth. 

• They will look for a white horse savior, but he will be the deceiver inside of human flesh, the 

Antichrist. 

• He wears a crown that represents a king and a kingdom, but his kingdom will soon fail. 

• This white horse imposter will come to offer peace but will actually bring 7 years of destruction. 

• Notice that he has a bow, but no arrows…signifying peace through negotiation, not war. 

• The Book of Daniel reveals that this man will initiate a 7-year peace agreement that he will break 

three and a half years later. 

Daniel 9:26-27 (NLT2)  
26  “After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the Anointed One will be killed, appearing to have 

accomplished nothing, and a ruler will arise whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple. The end 

will come with a flood, and war and its miseries are decreed from that time to the very end.  
27  The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this time, 

he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he will set up 

a sacrilegious object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is finally poured out 

on him.” 

THE SECOND SEAL-THE RIDER ON THE RED HORSE 

Revelation 6:3-4 (NLT2)  
3  When the Lamb broke the second seal, I heard the second living being say, “Come!”  
4  Then another horse appeared, a red one. Its rider was given a mighty sword and the authority to take 

peace from the earth. And there was war and slaughter everywhere. 

• Jesus opens this seal and a red horse carrying an assassin sword appears. 

• The temporary peace of the antichrist will soon turn into a bloody war that will cover the whole 

earth. 

• Remember, the church, the restrainer of evil has been removed and now unrestrained evil will 

abound around the world.  

• Nations fighting against nations and people against people…war and slaughter everywhere. 

• Jesus told us in advance that this would only be the beginning of Tribulation…more and much 

worse to follow. 

Matthew 24:4-8 (NLT2)  
4  Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you,  
5  for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’ They will deceive many.  
6  And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic. Yes, these things must take place, but 

the end won’t follow immediately.  
7  Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 

earthquakes in many parts of the world.  
8  But all this is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come. 
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Matthew 24:21-22 (NLT2)  
21  For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be so great 

again. 22  In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person will survive. But it will be 

shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones. 

• This second seal red horse is just the beginning...I’ll give you a hint…a Jewish revival will take 

place in the middle of all this chaos. 

THE THIRD SEAL-THE BLACK HORSE 

Revelation 6:5-6 (NLT2)  
5  When the Lamb broke the third seal, I heard the third living being say, “Come!” I looked up and saw a 

black horse, and its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand.  
6  And I heard a voice from among the four living beings say, “A loaf of wheat bread or three loaves of 

barley will cost a day’s pay. And don’t waste the olive oil and wine.” 

• Let me describe what this seal means…hunger and famine. 

• It will take one full day’s wage to buy enough food to stay alive during the Tribulation. 

Luke 21:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  Then he added, “Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  
11  There will be great earthquakes, and there will be famines and plagues in many lands, and there 

will be terrifying things and great miraculous signs from heaven. 

THE FOURTH SEAL-THE PALE GREEN HORSE 

Revelation 6:7-8 (NLT2)  
7  When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the fourth living being say, “Come!”  
8  I looked up and saw a horse whose color was pale green. Its rider was named Death, and his 

companion was the Grave. These two were given authority over one-fourth of the earth, to kill with 

the sword and famine and disease and wild animals. 

• There are two persons on this Pale Green horse coming toward the earth…Death and the Grave 

(Hades). 

• One fourth of the world’s population will be killed by the riders of this Pale Green horse. 

• Notice the tools of death described here, sword, famine, disease and wild animals. 

• God used these same tools to bring His divine judgment against Jerusalem in the Old Testament. 

Ezekiel 14:21 (NLT2)  
21  “Now this is what the Sovereign LORD says: How terrible it will be when all four of these dreadful 

punishments fall upon Jerusalem—war, famine, wild animals, and disease—destroying all her people 

and animals. 

• These are only the first four of the seven seals on the scroll in Jesus’ hand. 

• Let’s stop here with a question…do you want to experience any of this horror? 

• Do you know anyone that you want to experience this horror (notice the contrast). 

• This is why we preach the gospel, and this is why I do this series. 

Luke 21:33-36 (NLT2)  
33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 
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life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware,  
35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on the earth.  
36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors 

and stand before the Son of Man.”  


