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The Tribulation Session #1-Roots Class-September 14, 2022 (led by Terry Cooper) 

• When I announce that I will teach Roots on the Revelation…I will get our largest attendance. 

• Everyone wants to know and understand Jesus’ Revelation, to know what’s coming in the future. 

• Let’s begin this series with this question…do you believe God wants us to know the future? 

• Is that why Jesus told John to write all the Revelation down? 

• Is it possible to understand the Revelation or should we just stay out of the controversy? 

• Does this Scripture from 2nd Timothy apply to the Revelation and to us today? 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT2)  
16  All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is 

wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.  
17  God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 

• The Book of Revelation goes from good to bad to worse…and then to wonderful. 

• What about this promise from the Revelation itself…are you ready for a blessing? 

Revelation 1:3 (NLT2)  
3  God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who listen 

to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near. 

• The Scriptures (Bible) are given to us by God to bless and equip us for that which to come. 

• Jesus gives us a warning about being unprepared…refusing to read and understand the Scriptures 

that God has given us. 

Luke 21:34-36 (NLT2)  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 

life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone 

living on the earth. 36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these 

coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” 

• This particular 10-part series will focus on the 7-year Tribulation that is revealed in the 

Revelation. 

• However, we must reveal the before and the after sections in order to understand the reason for 

the Tribulation, the time of God’s wrath upon the earth. 

• The Revelation doesn’t begin with God’s wrath. No, it begins with God’s grace and mercy to the 

Church. 

• The Revelation begins with the Church Age and describes the events that will conclude the 

Church Age and usher in the Great Tribulation, what some describe as the time of Jacob’s 

(Israel’s trouble). 

Jeremiah 30:7 (KJV)  

7  Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be 

saved out of it. 

Jeremiah 30:4-11 (NLT2)  
4  This is the message the LORD gave concerning Israel and Judah. 5  This is what the LORD says: “I 

hear cries of fear; there is terror and no peace. 6  Now let me ask you a question: Do men give birth to 

babies? Then why do they stand there, ashen-faced, hands pressed against their sides like a woman in 

labor?  



 

P
ag

e2
 

7  In all history there has never been such a time of terror. It will be a time of trouble for my 

people Israel. Yet in the end they will be saved!  
8  For in that day,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will break the yoke from their necks and snap 

their chains. Foreigners will no longer be their masters.  
9  For my people will serve the LORD their God and their king descended from David— the king I 

will raise up for them.  
10  “So do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant; do not be dismayed, Israel,” says the LORD. “For I will 

bring you home again from distant lands, and your children will return from their exile. Israel will return 

to a life of peace and quiet, and no one will terrorize them.  
11  For I am with you and will save you,” says the LORD. “I will completely destroy the nations where I 

have scattered you, but I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you, but with justice; I cannot 

let you go unpunished.”  

Matthew 24:21-22 (NLT2) Jesus’ Olivet Discourse-some 500 years after the prophecy of Jeremiah 
21  For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be so great 

again. 22  In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person will survive. But it will be 

shortened for the sake of God’s chosen ones. 

• All of these are direct prophetic references to the 7-year Tribulation that is described in detail in 

the Revelation. 

• You will never understand the Tribulation until you understand the prophetic reasoning for 

it…the Time of Jacob’s Trouble, Israel’s Trouble, Daniel’s 70th week…it is centered around 

Israel. I will discipline you, but with justice; I cannot let you go unpunished.”  

• Jacob’s trouble comes after the Time of the Gentiles is completed upon the earth, the church age. 

• The Prophet Daniel also described this future time (70th week in Daniel 9:24)). 

Daniel 12:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  “At that time Michael, the archangel who stands guard over your nation, will arise. Then there will be 

a time of anguish greater than any since nations first came into existence. But at that time every one 

of your people whose name is written in the book will be rescued. 2  Many of those whose bodies lie 

dead and buried will rise up, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting disgrace.  
3  Those who are wise will shine as bright as the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness will 

shine like the stars forever. 4  But you, Daniel, keep this prophecy a secret; seal up the book until the 

time of the end, when many will rush here and there, and knowledge will increase.”  

• The Apostle Paul reveals the transition between the church age (Gentiles) and the time of Jacob’s 

Trouble (the Tribulation)…the events that will precede Daniel’s 70th week (7 years). 

Romans 11:25-27 (NLT2)  
25  I want you to understand this mystery, dear brothers and sisters, so that you will not feel proud about 

yourselves. Some of the people of Israel have hard hearts, but this will last only until the full number 

of Gentiles comes to Christ. 26  And so all Israel will be saved. As the Scriptures say, “The one who 

rescues will come from Jerusalem, and he will turn Israel away from ungodliness.  
27  And this is my covenant with them, that I will take away their sins.”  

• Let me make something clear at this point…there are Jewish people coming to Christ during the 

church age…after all…Peter and Paul were both Jewish. 

• There will also be some Gentiles come to Christ during the Tribulation, but the focus of God 

during the Tribulation will be the Jewish people returning to God. 
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• Most of you know that Zechariah 14 is one of the clearest descriptions of the physical return of 

Christ to the earth but notice what that same prophet reveals two chapters before. 

Zechariah 12:1-14 (NLT2)  
1  This message concerning the fate of Israel came from the LORD: “This message is from the LORD, 

who stretched out the heavens, laid the foundations of the earth, and formed the human spirit.  
2  I will make Jerusalem like an intoxicating drink that makes the nearby nations stagger when they send 

their armies to besiege Jerusalem and Judah. 3  On that day I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock. 

All the nations will gather against it to try to move it, but they will only hurt themselves. 4  “On that 

day,” says the LORD, “I will cause every horse to panic and every rider to lose his nerve. I will watch 

over the people of Judah, but I will blind all the horses of their enemies. 5  And the clans of Judah will 

say to themselves, ‘The people of Jerusalem have found strength in the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, their 

God.’ 6  “On that day I will make the clans of Judah like a flame that sets a woodpile ablaze or like a 

burning torch among sheaves of grain. They will burn up all the neighboring nations right and left, while 

the people living in Jerusalem remain secure. 7  “The LORD will give victory to the rest of Judah first, 

before Jerusalem, so that the people of Jerusalem and the royal line of David will not have greater honor 

than the rest of Judah. 8  On that day the LORD will defend the people of Jerusalem; the weakest among 

them will be as mighty as King David! And the royal descendants will be like God, like the angel of the 

LORD who goes before them! 9  For on that day I will begin to destroy all the nations that come 

against Jerusalem. 10  “Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the family of David and 

on the people of Jerusalem. They will look on me whom they have pierced and mourn for him as 

for an only son. They will grieve bitterly for him as for a firstborn son who has died.  
11  The sorrow and mourning in Jerusalem on that day will be like the great mourning for Hadad-rimmon 

in the valley of Megiddo. 12  “All Israel will mourn, each clan by itself, and with the husbands separate 

from their wives. The clan of David will mourn alone, as will the clan of Nathan, 13  the clan of Levi, 

and the clan of Shimei. 14  Each of the surviving clans from Judah will mourn separately, and with the 

husbands separate from their wives.  

• It's at this point that we need to look at the prophetic announcement of the Angel Gabriel to 

Mary before the conception. 

Luke 1:29-33 (NLT2)  
29  Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30  “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” 

the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31  You will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32  He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33  And he will reign over Israel [house of 

Jacob] forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 

• This is why the Revelation begins with the Church age Gentiles (7 churches) and then the church 

is not mentioned again until the end of Revelation. 

Revelation 4:1-6 (NLT2)  
1  Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice I had heard before spoke 

to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen 

after this.” 2  And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone sitting on it.  
3  The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper and carnelian. And the glow of 

an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow.  
4  Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four elders sat on them. They were all clothed in 

white and had gold crowns on their heads. 5  From the throne came flashes of lightning and the rumble of 
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thunder. And in front of the throne were seven torches with burning flames. This is the sevenfold Spirit 

of God. 6  In front of the throne was a shiny sea of glass, sparkling like crystal. In the center and around 

the throne were four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back.  

• After this…after the church age is closed…the Time of Jacob’s Trouble will begin. It’s called 

the Tribulation…the 70th week of Daniel’s end time prophecy. 

• You might be surprised when I say this time is both wonderful and horrible. 

• There will be perhaps the greatest revival that has ever happened on the earth during the 

Tribulation, but that revival will be focused on Israel, not on the Gentiles.  

• Horrible…because those who come to Christ during the Tribulation will face persecution and 

certain death while the antichrist rules on the earth in the absence of the church. 

• Yes, the Tribulation is the time of God’s wrath, but we must also understand that the 

Tribulation begins when the Holy Spirit filled church departs from the earth and the antichrist 

signs a peace agreement with Israel. 

• Jesus, the Holy Spirit is the restrainer of evil on the earth today…the light that holds back the 

darkness. 

• The Holy Spirit lives inside of Christians today…so how will there be a revival in Israel (among 

the Jewish people) after the church leaves? 

• It looks like…the Spirit of God will come upon people (vs. entering into people) during the 

Tribulation similar to the Old Testament. 

1 Samuel 16:13 (NLT2)  
13  So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and 

anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David from that day 

on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah. 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  “Stand up, son of man,” said the voice. “I want to speak with you.” 2  The Spirit came into me as he 

spoke, and he set me on my feet. I listened carefully to his words. 3  “Son of man,” he said, “I am 

sending you to the nation of Israel, a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me. They and their 

ancestors have been rebelling against me to this very day. 4  They are a stubborn and hard-hearted 

people. But I am sending you to say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says!’ 5  And whether 

they listen or refuse to listen—for remember, they are rebels—at least they will know they have had a 

prophet among them.  

• The church age experienced the indwelling of the Spirit…Christ in me is the mark of the 

Spirit…God’s mark of ownership over me. 

• The Tribulation period looks to be different…the Spirit comes upon people…they are marked. 

Revelation 7:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds so they 

did not blow on the earth or the sea, or even on any tree. 2  And I saw another angel coming up from the 

east, carrying the seal of the living God. And he shouted to those four angels, who had been given 

power to harm land and sea, 3  “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until we have placed 

the seal of God on the foreheads of his servants.” 4  And I heard how many were marked with the 

seal of God—144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel:  

• When the light of the world departs…when the Holy Spirit filled Christians depart…sin and 

darkness will take over the earth as the antichrist assumes world power and control. 
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• The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ and when the Holy Spirit leaves, the antichrist will assume 

control and power on the earth…this is all part of God’s prophesied plan. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NLT2)  
1  Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some things about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and how we will be gathered to meet him. 2  Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say that 

the day of the Lord has already begun. Don’t believe them, even if they claim to have had a spiritual 

vision, a revelation, or a letter supposedly from us. 3  Don’t be fooled by what they say. For that day 

will not come until there is a great rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed—

the one who brings destruction. 4  He will exalt himself and defy everything that people call god and 

every object of worship. He will even sit in the temple of God, claiming that he himself is God.  
5  Don’t you remember that I told you about all this when I was with you? 6  And you know what is 

holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes. 7  For this lawlessness is already at 

work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is holding it back steps out of the way.  
8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of 

his mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming. 9  This man will come to do the work of 

Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. 10  He will use every kind of evil deception to fool 

those on their way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save them.  
11  So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies. 12  Then they will 

be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth.  

• Can you see why Jesus put these words at the end of the Olivet Discourse? 

• The Olivet Discourse is Jesus’ detailed description of the events that will lead up to His return. 

Luke 21:24-36 (NLT2)  
24  They will be killed by the sword or sent away as captives to all the nations of the world. And 

Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the period of the Gentiles comes to an end.  
25  “And there will be strange signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And here on earth the nations will be in 

turmoil, perplexed by the roaring seas and strange tides. 26  People will be terrified at what they see 

coming upon the earth, for the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 27  Then everyone will see the Son 

of Man coming on a cloud with power and great glory. 28  So when all these things begin to happen, 

stand and look up, for your salvation is near!” 29  Then he gave them this illustration: “Notice the fig 

tree, or any other tree. 30  When the leaves come out, you know without being told that summer is near.  
31  In the same way, when you see all these things taking place, you can know that the Kingdom of God 

is near. 32  I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene until all these things have 

taken place. 33  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 34  “Watch out! 

Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this life. 

Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living 

on the earth. 36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these 

coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.”  

• I don’t plan on being here when the antichrist takes over the world government. 

• I don’t plan to be here when all hell breaks loose on the earth. 

• This 10-week Roots session will talk about the Tribulation that I plan to miss. 

2 Thessalonians 2:5-8 (NLT2)  
5  Don’t you remember that I told you about all this when I was with you?  
6  And you know what is holding him back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes.  
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7  For this lawlessness is already at work secretly, and it will remain secret until the one who is 

holding it back steps out of the way. 8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord 

Jesus will kill him with the breath of his mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming. 

Closing 

• Daniel’s 70th Week/Tribulation prophecy was given some 500 years before the birth of Jesus and 

yet Jesus quotes Daniel’s prophecy as a still future event. 

• The 70th week of Daniel is coming…The Tribulation is coming…the time of God’s wrath on the 

earth. 

• I don’t have time tonight to get into the details of Daniels prophetic timeline (watch The 

Countdown preached 4/26/20) but I can tell you that Daniel reveals 490 years, and the world 

stands at the end of the 483-year pause. 

• There is still one week of years (7-years) remaining in Daniel’s prophecy. 

• The time of the Gentiles or the church age is drawing to an end, and it will be followed by 7 

years of hell on earth. 

Daniel 9:26-27 (NLT2)  
26  “After this period of sixty-two sets of seven, the Anointed One will be killed, appearing to have 

accomplished nothing, and a ruler will arise whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple. 

The end will come with a flood, and war and its miseries are decreed from that time to the very end.  
27  The ruler will make a treaty with the people for a period of one set of seven, but after half this 

time, he will put an end to the sacrifices and offerings. And as a climax to all his terrible deeds, he 

will set up a sacrilegious object that causes desecration, until the fate decreed for this defiler is 

finally poured out on him.” 

Mark 13:14-20 (NLT2)  
14  “The day is coming when you will see the sacrilegious object that causes desecration standing 

where he should not be.” (Reader, pay attention!) “Then those in Judea must flee to the hills. 15  A 

person out on the deck of a roof must not go down into the house to pack. 16  A person out in the field 

must not return even to get a coat. 17  How terrible it will be for pregnant women and for nursing 

mothers in those days. 18  And pray that your flight will not be in winter. 19  For there will be greater 

anguish in those days than at any time since God created the world. And it will never be so great 

again. 20  In fact, unless the Lord shortens that time of calamity, not a single person will survive. 

But for the sake of his chosen ones he has shortened those days. 

• I believe we now live in a wait a minute moment of God called the church age. 

• The time between the 483 and the final 7 which will be the 7-year tribulation. 

• It’s been some 2000 years now and the church is still here...still waiting. 

• There was about 2000 years from Adam to Abraham. And about 2000 years from Abraham to 

Jesus. And about 2000 years from Jesus to today. 

• Does anyone see a plan here...can you see a 1,000-year Sabbath rest coming? 

• Tonight’s first session is just to get us ready for these next 9-sessions…and we haven’t even 

gotten into The Revelation yet…invite someone to come with you next week. 


