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NCC Roots Spring 2020...7 Churches and the Rapture...led by Terry Cooper 

The 7 Churches Session #5...3/11/20     (Philadelphia and Laodecia) 

• Tonight, we begin with the 6th Church, Philadelphia...the Church that Dr. Reagan labeled as 

“Alive” 

• Isn’t it interesting that the 5th Church, Sardis, was dead and the 6th Church, Philadelphia, is alive? 

• Last week we covered what a dead church looks like, let’s look and see what a alive one looks 

like. 

 

Revelation 3:7 (NLT2) 7  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the 

message from the one who is holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one 

can close; and what he closes, no one can open.  

 

• Jesus refers to himself in this letter as the holy key holding door opener and the holy key 

holding door closer. 

• The key of David is a symbol for the key to the Kingdom of Heaven...and yes Jesus holds the 

key to open heaven’s door into eternity. 

• Holy and true...these are both absolute terms...absolute holiness and absolute truth. 

• In other words, you can’t negotiate or complain about either one because Jesus has absolute 

authority over both, and Jesus is the absolute fulfillment of both. 

• Have you noticed that Jesus’ 7 letters all revelation letters begin with a revelation of the absolute 

truth of His identity? 

 

Revelation 2:1 (NLT2) 1  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the message 

from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks among the seven gold 

lampstands:  

 

Revelation 2:8 (NLT2) 8  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the message 

from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but is now alive:  

 

Revelation 2:12 (NLT2) 12  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the 

message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword:  

 

Revelation 2:18 (NLT2) 18  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message 

from the Son of God, whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze:  

 

Revelation 3:1 (NLT2) 1  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message 

from the one who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I know all the things you do, and 

that you have a reputation for being alive—but you are dead.  

 

• And tonight Philadelphia...(we’ll save the seventh for later) Jesus is the holy key holding door 

opener and door closer. 

• Jesus’ death on the cross opened the door of heaven, by faith in Him we can walk through that 

open door. 

• Jesus is the absolute HOLY TRUTH and rejection of Jesus (no faith in him) closes that door of 

heaven forever. 

• Rejecting Jesus opens another door, but it’s not the door of heaven. 

• This is how the Revelation to John began... 
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Revelation 1:17-19 (NLT2) 17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right 

hand on me and said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last. 18  I am the living one. I died, but 

look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave. 19  “Write down what 

you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the things that will happen.  

 

• Jesus wants everyone to know about these keys. 

• Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the things that 

will happen. 

• The grace and mercy of God has seen to it that you and I have read what has been written down 

by John. 

• Let’s get back to Philadelphia... 

 

Revelation 3:8 (NLT2) 8  “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one 

can close. You have little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me.  

 

• I know...Jesus has said something like that all the churches. 

• I consider this open door statement to be the church age...Jesus opened the door of the church 

age and Jesus will one day close that same door. 

 

Genesis 7:16 (NLT2) 16  A male and female of each kind entered, just as God had commanded Noah. 

Then the LORD closed the door behind them.  

 

• No one, except Jesus will be able to stop the Church or close that door until Jesus declares it. 

• Jesus then acknowledge what many in the church still don’t understand...we have little or no 

power without Him (programs and methods cannot replace the Holy Spirit’s power). 

• You have little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me.  

• Jesus’ commendation to the Philadelphia Church was based on the fact that this church lived in 

obedience to the Word and never denied the Name of Jesus or the power of the door of His 

name. 

• This is the Alive Church secret...notice the wording in the NASB. 

 

Revelation 3:8 (NASB) 8  'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one 

can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

 

• The Word and the Name...the two things the American Church is struggling with is actually the 

very power of the Alive Church. 

• Jesus then announces something in connection to the church holding onto the Name and the 

Word. 

Revelation 3:9 (NLT2) 9  Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who 

say they are Jews but are not—to come and bow down at your feet. They will acknowledge that you are 

the ones I love.  

 

• Not everyone or every church will see the enemy bow down in this lifetime, but this was one of 

the rewards of Jesus to Philadelphia for their perseverance. 

• Who are these (pretenders) pretending Jews...I can tell you the spiritual answer to that question. 

 

Galatians 3:6-9 (NLT2) 6  In the same way, “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous 

because of his faith.” 7  The real children of Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God. 
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8  What’s more, the Scriptures looked forward to this time when God would declare the Gentiles to be 

righteous because of their faith. God proclaimed this good news to Abraham long ago when he said, 

“All nations will be blessed through you.” 9  So all who put their faith in Christ share the same 

blessing Abraham received because of his faith.  

 

• I believe this next word from Jesus to Philadelphia is directly connected to the Rapture of the 

Church (that session will begin next week). 

 

Revelation 3:10 (NLT2) 10  “Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you 

from the great time of testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this 

world.  

 

• Do you see it...this church will be protected from the great time of testing that the whole world 

will have to endure...the Great Tribulation. 

• Why would we make this Rapture connection here...because there has not been a worldwide 

event since John’s revelation. 

 

Revelation 3:10 (NASB) 10  'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you 

from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell 

on the earth. 

 

• What is the test that’s coming to the whole world...could it be the 7 year Tribulation? 

• I will keep you from...I will protect you from...is this the Church Rapture? 

• Let’s assume for a moment that it is the Rapture...what should we do...how should we live? 

 

Revelation 3:11 (NLT2) 11  I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away 

your crown. 

 

• Hold on...persevere...don’t quit...hold onto what...the Word and the Name (Asbury Decision). 

• And what is the crown anyway? 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NLT2) 6  As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The 

time of my death is near. 7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained 

faithful. 8  And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look 

forward to his appearing. 

 

Revelation 2:10 (NLT2) 10  Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some 

of you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing 

death, I will give you the crown of life.  

 

• Do you see the connection between remaining faithful and receiving the crown? 

• Think about the warnings of Jesus to the other churches... 

 

Revelation 2:4-5 (NLT2) (Ephesus)4  “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or 

each other as you did at first! 5  Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you 

did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the 

churches. 
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• Philadelphia didn’t just know the Name and the Word...they obeyed the Word and the Name by 

living under the authority and power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Now, for their reward... 

 

Revelation 3:12 (NLT2) 12  All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and 

they will never have to leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be citizens 

in the city of my God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will also 

write on them my new name.  

 

• A pillar of the temple and a new name...including the Name of God on each person who 

perseveres. 

• The pillar...Pillars hold up the structure and can be built upon (living stones on Cornerstone). 

• God gave new names to Abraham, Sarah, Jacob and Peter when they accepted their new calling 

of God. 

• But what about God’s name on us...this is His mark of ownership...we belong to Him...forever. 

• The name of God and also... And I will also write on them my new name. Jesus’ new name! 

• This reward is a permanent place and permanent citizenship in the New Jerusalem. 

 

Revelation 21:1-4 (NLT2) 1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old 

earth had disappeared. And the sea was also gone. 2  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3  I heard a loud 

shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and 

they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 4  He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 

there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

 

Finally, Church #7...the Church of Laodicea. The church that Dr. Reagan calls 

worldly and apathetic. 
 

• Before I read this final letter of Jesus to these seven churches...I must tell you that Laodicea most 

represent the overall American church today. 

• You should also know that this is the wealthiest of all the seven churches...located in a wealthy 

area. 

• How will Jesus introduce himself or describe Himself to this final church? 

 

Revelation 3:14 (NLT2)  
14  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one who is the 

Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s new creation:  

 

• The One who is the Amen...do you see the ending or the finality of this seventh church? 

• The faithful and true witness...If you have seen me, you have seen the Father. 

• The beginning of God’s new creation...In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 

God and the Word was God...He was with God in the beginning. 

 

Revelation 3:15 (NLT2)  
15  “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other!  
16  But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth!  
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• I know...just like the other churches...Jesus knows everything...not almost and not 

rumors...absolutely knows everything. 

• Jesus knows this church is apathetic and worldly...trying to be neutral in this war between heaven 

and hell. 

• Hot is to love the Lord with ALL your heart, ALL your soul, ALL your mind and ALL your 

strength. 

• Cold is to be without the knowledge (ignorance) of the truth. 

• Lukewarm is to have one foot in the world and the other one in heaven...it’s not possible, it’s a 

lie. 

 

James 4:8 (NLT2) 8  Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you 

sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world. 

 

• According to Jesus, which one of these is the most dangerous...the lukewarm...do you know why. 

• Lukewarm people don’t know they’re in trouble. 

• Jesus is going to spit the lukewarm church people out of His mouth. 

• And did you notice that this letter is to A CHURCH? 

• What on earth could create this lukewarm trap...WEALTH AND COMFORT. 

• Laodicea had both and there was and is a great danger to wealth and comfort. 

 

Revelation 3:17 (NLT2) 17  You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And 

you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. 

 

• The average church attender in America attends church less than half the time (NCC’s average is 

a little better than that). 

• Why... ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing! 

• All worldly wealth can be lost in an instant...and yet Satan has deceived these lukewarm people 

into an imaginary wealth and comfort status. 

• God looked down on our world and saw our true condition...all of us...this is the truth! 

• You are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. 

• That’s why Jesus came...to cover our shameful nakedness and to remove our guilt and shame. 

 

Revelation 3:18-19 (NLT2) 18  So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by 

fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by your 

nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to see. 19  I correct and discipline everyone I 

love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference. 

 

• I want you to consider the cross...on that day Jesus took off His righteous garment and put on our 

filthy garment of sin. 

 

1 Peter 2:24 (NLT2) 24  He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to 

sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed.  

 

• When we come to faith in Christ (cold to hot) we put on the righteous garment of Christ...the 

One He laid down at the foot of the cross. 

• Now we wear His righteousness. 
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2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT2) 21  For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so 

that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

 

• This and only this...covers our shameful nakedness...the atoning sacrifice for our sin. 

• The garment of Christ, the righteousness of Christ will also give us eyes to see. 

 

John 3:3 (NLT2) 3  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the 

Kingdom of God.”  

 

John 12:35 (NLT2) 35  Jesus replied, “My light will shine for you just a little longer. Walk in the light 

while you can, so the darkness will not overtake you. Those who walk in the darkness cannot see where 

they are going. 

 

• God’s mercy has not turned the blind over to the darkness...not yet...the Truth is still being 

preached. 

• God’s mercy has not turned the deceived rich and wealthy over to death...the Truth is still being 

preached. 

• And what is the message of mercy to the Laodicea church? 

 

Revelation 3:19 (NLT2) 19  I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 

indifference.  

 

• Accept the rebuke and discipline of God’s word and repent...turn around and face God. 

• Turn from your indifference and lukewarm heart or you will perish in the coming wrath. 

• The preaching is God’s knocking on the door of your heart. 

• Does the Bible knocking offend you...it does many. 

• Does the preachers words make you mad...it does many! 

• But oh, what an offer of mercy from God...listen to this offer of mercy and grace. 

 

Revelation 3:20 (NLT2) 20  “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the 

door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. 

 

• Remember Philadelphia...This is the message from the one who is holy and true, the one who 

has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close; and what he closes, no one can open.  

• The offer of love, mercy and grace if from God, through the death of His only Son. 

• Who would turn down this offer...eternity in the Kingdom of Heaven? 

• The final reward is offered to Laodicea...and my mind cannot hardly grasp it. 

 

Revelation 3:21 (NLT2) 21  Those who are victorious will sit with me on my throne, just as I was 

victorious and sat with my Father on his throne.  

 

• This reward is very similar to Jesus statement in the Gospel of Luke and my mind can’t hardly 

grasp that one either.  

 

Luke 12:35-38 (NLT2) 35  “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning,  
36  as though you were waiting for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready 

to open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks.  
37  The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself 

will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat!  
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38  He may come in the middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward 

the servants who are ready.  

 

• Does anyone have an ear to hear any of this tonight? 

 

Revelation 3:22 (NLT2) 22  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he 

is saying to the churches.” 

 

• Hear it and understand it...did you and do you? 

• That’s it...Jesus’ letters to the 7 Churches in Revelation. 

• Do you know what the next line in Revelation is? 

 

Revelation 4:1-3 (NLT2) 1  Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice 

I had heard before spoke to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show 

you what must happen after this.” 2  And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in 

heaven and someone sitting on it. 3  The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like 

jasper and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow.  

 

• What followed the churches in Revelation...Come up here...is that the Rapture? 

• What must happen “after this”? 

• The church isn’t mentioned again in Revelation until the very end...is that the Rapture event? 

• I’ve got 6 sessions planned to discuss this question. 

 


