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NCC Roots Spring 2020...7 Churches and the Rapture...led by Terry Cooper 

The 7 Churches Session #4...3/4/2020 (Thyatira and Sardis) 

• Tonight, we begin with the 4th Church, Thyatira...the Church that Dr. Reagan labeled as “Pagan 

or Cultic”. 

Revelation 2:18 (NLT2)  
18  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God, 

whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze:  

 

• From the Son of God...this is the first letter that He begins with this statement. 

• Eyes like flaming fire...judging eyes...I know! 

• Burnished bronze...remember everything in the Jerusalem Temple that had to do with sin and 

judgment was made of bronze. 

• Why such a beginning to this Thyatira church letter...Son of God, eyes of fire and polished 

bronze feet? 

• Coming to judge...what is going on in Thyatira...Pagan and Cultic practices inside the church. 

• This “eyes like flames of fire” description isn’t just for the Thyatira church, but Jesus is also 

described the same way when He comes to judge the lost world...think about that for a moment. 

 

Revelation 19:11-13 (NLT2)  
11  Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and 

True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. 12  His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his 

head were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood except himself.  
13  He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God.  

 

• Before Jesus drops the hammer of rebuke to Thyatira...He offers this commendation. 

 

Revelation 2:19 (NLT2)  
19  “I know all the things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, your service, and your patient 

endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these things.  

 

• Four commendations...Love, faith, service and patient endurance....constant growth in all three. 

• So, why the flaming eyes of judgment and why the coming rebuke that’s about to announced? 

• Is it ok for the church to be cultic/pagan/worldly and also (side by side) carry on these four 

things of commendation? 

 

James 3:11-12 (NLT2)  
7   11  Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12  Does a fig tree produce 

olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring. 

 

• One thing has become perfectly clear to me over these past 20 plus years of Bible study. 

• God wanted to reveal His glory and holiness to the world in the Old Testament through the Jews 

and the only way that was possible was for the Jews to be separate from the world. 

• God wants the Church to reveal His glory and holiness to the world in the church age, but the 

church has become worldly and has not kept itself pure...fresh and bitter water from the same 

spring. 

• Tolerance...that’s the buzz word for the world wanting to come into the church...the same world 

that doesn’t want the church to come into them...one-way tolerance. 
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Revelation 2:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  “But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls 

herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food 

offered to idols. 21  I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality. 

 

• You have permitted...do you see it...You have permitted the holy church to become wordly. 

• Her name is Jezebel...she is a real Old Testament character and she also represents the 

pagan/cultic false teaching of the world that wants acceptance in the church. 

• Jezebels life represented treachery, greed, sexual immorality and idolatry. 

 

1 Kings 21:1-29 (NLT2)  
1  Now there was a man named Naboth, from Jezreel, who owned a vineyard in Jezreel beside the palace 

of King Ahab of Samaria. 2  One day Ahab said to Naboth, “Since your vineyard is so convenient to my 

palace, I would like to buy it to use as a vegetable garden. I will give you a better vineyard in exchange, 

or if you prefer, I will pay you for it.” 3  But Naboth replied, “The LORD forbid that I should give you 

the inheritance that was passed down by my ancestors.” 4  So Ahab went home angry and sullen because 

of Naboth’s answer. The king went to bed with his face to the wall and refused to eat!  
5  “What’s the matter?” his wife Jezebel asked him. “What’s made you so upset that you’re not eating?”  
6  “I asked Naboth to sell me his vineyard or trade it, but he refused!” Ahab told her.  
7  “Are you the king of Israel or not?” Jezebel demanded. “Get up and eat something, and don’t worry 

about it. I’ll get you Naboth’s vineyard!”  

 

• Naboth was a righteous man, living in obedience to the Law/Jubilee. 
• Jezebel sets a trap for Naboth and gets him stoned to death so King Ahab can have his vineyard. 

• How will God respond to Jezebel’s treachery (eyes of fire and feet like polished bronze)? 
 

15  When Jezebel heard the news, she said to Ahab, “You know the vineyard Naboth wouldn’t sell you? 

Well, you can have it now! He’s dead!” 16  So Ahab immediately went down to the vineyard of Naboth 

to claim it. 17  But the LORD said to Elijah, [EYES OF FIRE-GOD IS WATCHING THIS] 
18  “Go down to meet King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria. He will be at Naboth’s vineyard in 

Jezreel, claiming it for himself. 19  Give him this message: ‘This is what the LORD says: Wasn’t it 

enough that you killed Naboth? Must you rob him, too? Because you have done this, dogs will lick your 

blood at the very place where they licked the blood of Naboth!’” 20  “So, my enemy, you have found 

me!” Ahab exclaimed to Elijah. “Yes,” Elijah answered, “I have come because you have sold yourself 

to what is evil in the LORD’s sight. 21  So now the LORD says, ‘I will bring disaster on you and 

consume you. I will destroy every one of your male descendants, slave and free alike, anywhere in 

Israel! 22  I am going to destroy your family as I did the family of Jeroboam son of Nebat and the family 

of Baasha son of Ahijah, for you have made me very angry and have led Israel into sin.’  
23  “And regarding Jezebel, the LORD says, ‘Dogs will eat Jezebel’s body at the plot of land in 

Jezreel.’ 24  “The members of Ahab’s family who die in the city will be eaten by dogs, and those who 

die in the field will be eaten by vultures.” 25  (No one else so completely sold himself to what was evil 

in the LORD’s sight as Ahab did under the influence of his wife Jezebel.  

26  His worst outrage was worshiping idols just as the Amorites had done—the people whom the LORD 

had driven out from the land ahead of the Israelites.)  

 

• This last part will show that God is NOT ONLY eyes of flaming fire and judgment, but He is 

also a God of mercy. 

• This final section reveals the power of a repentant heart before God. 
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27  But when Ahab heard this message, he tore his clothing, dressed in burlap, and fasted. He even slept 

in burlap and went about in deep mourning.  
28  Then another message from the LORD came to Elijah:  
29  “Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has done this, I will not do what 

I promised during his lifetime. It will happen to his sons; I will destroy his dynasty.”  

 

• Yes, disaster did come to Ahab’s family, but what about Jezebel...did she get off the hook? 

 

2 Kings 9:30-37 (NLT2)  
30  When Jezebel, the queen mother, heard that Jehu had come to Jezreel, she painted her eyelids and 

fixed her hair and sat at a window. 31  When Jehu entered the gate of the palace, she shouted at him, 

“Have you come in peace, you murderer? You’re just like Zimri, who murdered his master!”  
32  Jehu looked up and saw her at the window and shouted, “Who is on my side?” [WHO WILL 

STAND WITH GOD] And two or three eunuchs looked out at him. 33  “Throw her down!” Jehu 

yelled. So they threw her out the window, and her blood spattered against the wall and on the horses. 

And Jehu trampled her body under his horses’ hooves. 34  Then Jehu went into the palace and ate and 

drank. Afterward he said, “Someone go and bury this cursed woman, for she is the daughter of a king.”  
35  But when they went out to bury her, they found only her skull, her feet, and her hands.  
36  When they returned and told Jehu, he stated, “This fulfills the message from the LORD, which he 

spoke through his servant Elijah from Tishbe: ‘At the plot of land in Jezreel, dogs will eat Jezebel’s 

body. 37  Her remains will be scattered like dung on the plot of land in Jezreel, so that no one will be able 

to recognize her.’”  

 

• The reason I dedicate so much time to this Jezebel topic is not because of a specific person in the 

time of Elijah or in the time of the church at Thyatira. 

• No, this topic is about the “spirit of Jezebel”...a powerful force of darkness that leads people into 

sin and death. 

 

Romans 1:31-32 (NLT2)  
31  They refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy.  
32  They know God’s justice requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet they do them 

anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too. 

 

Matthew 5:18-19 (NLT2)  
18  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will 

disappear until its purpose is achieved. 19  So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others 

to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s 

laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

• Is there an evil spirit in the American church trying to lead them into sexual immorality? 

• God will judge this pagan spirit of Jezebel in the church, just like He did in Elijah’s day. 

• God gives a time/season to repent, but do not be deceived...God’s judgment will not wait forever. 

 

Revelation 2:21-23 (NLT2)  
21  I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality.  
22  “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her will suffer 

greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 23  I will strike her children dead. Then all 

the churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. 

And I will give to each of you whatever you deserve.  
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• There is no forgiveness of sin without repentance...this is an absolute spiritual truth. 

• This next section is quite unique among the seven churches...Jesus knows there are righteous 

people inside this church at Thyatira that are holding onto the Truth even though the spirit of 

Jezebel is running wild. 

• What are the righteous to do when the church seems to be falling into sexual immorality and 

idolatry, abandoning the Word of Truth? 

• This is big, really big! 

 

Revelation 2:24-25 (NLT2)  
24  “But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed this false teaching 

(‘deeper truths,’ as they call them—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of you  
25  except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come.  

 

• Maybe you can’t stop the coming darkness, but don’t dare let go of the light that you do have. 

• This is a message for the American church today...you can’t stop the Jezebel spirit, but don’t you 

dare go along or join in with it. 

• Why...why hang on....why continue to fight and hold onto the Truth of God’s Word...why? 

 

Revelation 2:26-28 (NLT2)  
26  To all who are victorious, who obey me to the very end, To them I will give authority over all the 

nations. 27  They will rule the nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.  
28  They will have the same authority I received from my Father, and I will also give them the morning 

star!  

 

• That’s why! 

• There is an eternal Kingdom of Christ coming and the saints that held onto the Truth will find 

their rightful place in that Kingdom...He promised, and He never breaks His Word! 

• And I will also give them the morning star...do you know what that is...who that is? 

 

Revelation 22:16 (NLT2)  
16  “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this message for the churches. I am both the source of David 

and the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star.”  

 

• He will give us “Himself”...He is the bright morning star. 

• Is anyone hearing this tonight...one last Word from Jesus to the church at Thyatira. 

 

Revelation 2:29 (NLT2)  
29  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. 

 

The Church at Sardis...the Dead Church 
 

Revelation 3:1 (NLT2)  
1  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one who has the 

sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation 

for being alive—but you are dead.  

 

• The seven stars symbolize the seven churches, but what about the sevenfold Spirit of God. 

• Let’s face it...we will never fully understand the scope of God’s sevenfold Spirit. 
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Revelation 5:6 (NLT2)  
6  Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it was now standing between the 

throne and the four living beings and among the twenty-four elders. He had seven horns and seven 

eyes, which represent the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every part of the earth. 

 

Zechariah 3:8-9 (NLT2)  
8  “Listen to me, O Jeshua the high priest, and all you other priests. You are symbols of things to come. 

Soon I am going to bring my servant, the Branch.  
9  Now look at the jewel I have set before Jeshua, a single stone with seven facets [Hebrew-eyes]. I 

will engrave an inscription on it, says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, and I will remove the sins of this 

land in a single day. 

 

Zechariah 4:8-10 (NLT2)  
8  Then another message came to me from the LORD:  
9  “Zerubbabel is the one who laid the foundation of this Temple, and he will complete it. Then you will 

know that the LORD of Heaven’s Armies has sent me.  
10  Do not despise these small beginnings, for the LORD rejoices to see the work begin, to see the plumb 

line in Zerubbabel’s hand.” (The seven lamps represent the eyes of the LORD that search all around 

the world.) 

 

• The problem in the Sardis church was not heresy but spiritual death. 

• Despite its reputation for being active, Sardis was infested with sin.  

• The church's deeds were evil, and its clothes were soiled.  

• The Spirit had no words of commendation for this church that looked so good on the outside but 

was so corrupt on the inside.  

• How is possible to look alive and yet be dead...Hay, Wood and Straw. 

• The church has always been designed by God to reveal Himself to the lost world through the 

working of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 

• The Spirit and the Word will reveal the Son of God and the Son of God will reveal the Father. 

• What would you call a church that had departed from the authority of Scripture and the Holy 

Spirit has departed...DEAD! 

1 Corinthians 3:9-15 (NLT2)  
9  For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. You are God’s building.  
10  Because of God’s grace to me, I have laid the foundation like an expert builder. Now others are 

building on it. But whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful.  
11  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ.  
12  Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, 

hay, or straw.  
13  But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will 

show if a person’s work has any value.  
14  If the work survives, that builder will receive a reward.  
15  But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be saved, but like 

someone barely escaping through a wall of flames.  

 

• It looks like Sardis was building with Hay, Wood and Straw...the church of man verses the 

church of Christ, led by the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 

• A church can have all kinds of social programs and be filled with activity, but without the Holy 

Spirit’s power to proclaim the life saving of the Gospel through the Word of God...it is just hay, 

wood and straw on the fire of judgment day. 
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• What did Jesus command the Sardis Church to do? 

 

Revelation 3:2-3 (NLT2)  
2  Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. I find that your 

actions do not meet the requirements of my God.  
3  Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If 

you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief. 

 

• Sometimes I want to stand up and scream...Wake Up! 

• Do you see how repentance might be the most beautiful word in the Bible? 

• Repentance restores the broken fellowship with God and opens the door of forgiveness and 

mercy of God. 

• Not everyone in the Sardis church was dead, there were still a few alive in Christ. 

 

Revelation 3:4-5 (NLT2)  
4  “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. They will walk 

with me in white, for they are worthy.  
5  All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, 

but I will announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine. 

 

• Do you see why it’s not a good idea to go along, just to be going along? 

• The question is...where are you going to. 

• How important will these words be on the last day... they are mine. 

• Is anyone listening tonight...has anyone heard of Word from the Lord tonight through the Holy 

Spirit. 

• Is Ninevah Church alive...are you alive? 

• Are we clothed in white...the righteousness of Christ? 

• Can you know for sure that your name is in the Book of Life? 

 

Revelation 21:22-27 (NLT2)  
22  I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  
23  And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its 

light.  
24  The nations will walk in its light, and the kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory.  
25  Its gates will never be closed at the end of day because there is no night there.  
26  And all the nations will bring their glory and honor into the city.  
27  Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and dishonesty—

but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

 

• Next week we will cover the final two churches, Philadelphia and Laodicea...followed by 6 

sessions on The Rapture. 

• Easter Week Roots will be a Night of Worship outside. 

 

 

 

 

 


