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NCC Roots Spring 2020...7 Churches and the Rapture...led by Terry Cooper 

The 7 Churches Session #3... 2/26/2020 (Smyrna & Pergamum)  

• Tonight, we begin with the 2nd Church, Smyrna...the Church that Dr. Reagan labeled as 

“Persecuted”. 

Revelation 2:8-9 (NLT2) 8  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the message 

from the one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but is now alive: 9  “I know about your 

suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say 

they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan.  

• To Ephesus, Jesus refers to Himself as the One that holds the seven stars and walks among the 

lampstands. 

• The seven stars are the seven angels/pastors of the 7 churches and the 7 lampstands are the 

churches themselves. 

• To Smyrna, Jesus refers to Himself as the First and Last and the One who died and came to life 

again. 

• To Ephesus...I know all the things you do. 

• To Smyrna...I know your suffering and poverty...I know about you’re suffering for me. 

• Jesus is here, holding the church leadership and the church itself in His hands. 

• Jesus is here, and He knows everything, our secrets and our sufferings...He knows! 

• We will never be able to look at Jesus and say...you don’t know how hard this is...you don’t 

know about my pain and suffering. 

Luke 12:49-53 (NLT2) 49  “I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! 50  I 

have a terrible baptism of suffering ahead of me, and I am under a heavy burden until it is 

accomplished.  
51  Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide people against each 

other! 52  From now on families will be split apart, three in favor of me, and two against—or two in favor 

and three against. 53  ‘Father will be divided against son and son against father; mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother; and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.’”  

• Jesus is the dividing line, the separating power between life and death, heaven and hell, light and 

darkness...there is no neutral. 

1 Peter 2:8 (NLT2) 8  And, “He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for 

them.  

 

1 Peter 2:4-5 (NLT2) 4  You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He 

was rejected by people, but he was chosen by God for great honor. 5  And you are living stones that 

God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation 

of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God.  

• Not going along with the world and choosing to go along with Jesus is our spiritual sacrifice. 
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• Jesus’ followers will suffer in some way, somehow...why...because He is in us and He is still 

being persecuted by this present world. 

Matthew 10:22 (NLT2) 22  And all nations will hate you because you are my followers. But everyone 

who endures to the end will be saved.  

• The church then and the church today struggles with...why don’t they like us? 

• He knows this...Jesus tells the persecuted Smyrna church that He knows this, but many in the 

church still don’t get it. 

• We think we can water down the gospel and they will like us...the lost can never accept the cross 

because that would be the end of themselves and dying to self is their greatest fear. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NLT2) 18  The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for 

destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of God.  

• We know the power of the cross... “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are 

rich! 

• The suffering of the cross has made us rich...the resurrection and the inheritance as children of 

God are on the other side of the cross. 

• That was true for Jesus and that will be true for all who follow Him...we must endure through the 

suffering and opposition. 

• Jesus then reveals to Smyrna that He not only knows everything about them, but He also knows 

everything about those who blaspheme the church. 

• I know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say they are Jews, but they are not, because 

their synagogue belongs to Satan. 

• This has a connection to what we used to refer to as the unpardonable sin...the blasphemy of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Mark 3:28-29 (NLT2) 28  “I tell you the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven, 29  but anyone who 

blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. This is a sin with eternal consequences.” 

• The church (The Body of Christ-He is the Head) operates fully under the power and authority of 

the Holy Spirit and to oppose the church is to blaspheme the redeeming work of God, through 

the blood of His only Son. 

• For this blasphemy...there is no forgiveness and HE KNOWS who they are. 

• Notice that Jesus says, They say they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue 

belongs to Satan. They don’t belong to God and that leaves them as opposing the work of 

God...blasphemy. 

• The Jews are a picture of those who belong to God through His covenant with Abraham. 

• Ultimately the phrase “belongs or belongs to” refers to which “father” you belong to...which 

father has purchased you. 

John 8:39-45 (NLT2) 39  “Our father is Abraham!” they declared. “No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were 

really the children of Abraham, you would follow his example. 40  Instead, you are trying to kill me 

because I told you the truth, which I heard from God. Abraham never did such a thing. 41  No, you are 
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imitating your real father.” They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our true 

Father.” 42  Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because I have come to you 

from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. 43  Why can’t you understand what I am saying? 

It’s because you can’t even hear me! 44  For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to 

do the evil things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the 

father of lies. 45  So when I tell the truth, you just naturally don’t believe me!  

John 8:47 (NLT2) 47  Anyone who belongs to God listens gladly to the words of God. But you don’t 

listen because you don’t belong to God.”  

• He knows...let’s keep going: 

Revelation 2:10 (NLT2) 10  Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some 

of you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing 

death, I will give you the crown of life.  

• Yes, there will be suffering and hardship in the true church...but do not fear that suffering, 

embrace it. 

• Some are going to jail, and some are going to lose everything...think about that for a moment. 

Hebrews 10:32-34 (NLT2) 32  Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ. 

Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant terrible suffering. 33  Sometimes you were 

exposed to public ridicule and were beaten, and sometimes you helped others who were suffering the 

same things. 34  You suffered along with those who were thrown into jail, and when all you owned was 

taken from you, you accepted it with joy. You knew there were better things waiting for you that will 

last forever. 

• Is it worth it...that crown of life...will it be worth it...it is if you know what it truly is! 

• The crown of life is the resurrection into eternal life...what is the value of that crown? 

• The resurrection into eternal life trumps any death sentence of man...the resurrection cures death 

100%. 

Luke 12:4-5 (NLT2) 4  “Dear friends, don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot 

do any more to you after that. 5  But I’ll tell you whom to fear. Fear God, who has the power to kill you 

and then throw you into hell. Yes, he’s the one to fear. 

• Do you understand what would happen if we would stop being afraid of the world and death 

itself...do you know this is the power over Satan? 

Revelation 12:11 (NLT2) 11  And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their 

testimony. And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die.  

• Now, to the reward that Jesus offers the Church at Smyrna: 

Revelation 2:11 (NLT2) 11  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he 

is saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the second death. 
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• Ears to hear...the ears are a portal to the soul...faith comes by hearing! 

• If you are born only once, you will die twice, but if you are born twice, you will only die once, 

and maybe not even once. 

• Do you understand the spiritual significance of that statement above? 

• If you die to yourself and you are born again into Christ...the second death can’t touch you. 

• If you refuse to die to yourself and thus refusing to be born again...you have two deaths coming. 

• The first death will be your natural death and your second death will be your assignment to hell. 

Revelation 20:12-15 (NLT2) 12  I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. 

And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what 

they had done, as recorded in the books. 13  The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up 

their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds. 14  Then death and the grave were thrown into 

the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. 15  And anyone whose name was not found 

recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

• This statement of Jesus is given to all 7 churches. “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the 

Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. Can you guess why Jesus said this to 

all seven? 

The Church at Pergamum...church number three. 

• David Reagan refers to this church as the Liberal church  

• Before I read Jesus’ next letter, I want to ask a question. 

• Is it concerning to anyone that Jesus is writing all this to churches specifically, vs specifically to 

unbelievers? 

• What do you think it means when Jesus says this to the Ephesus church in the first letter... Look 

how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t 

repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 

• Now we can move onto the third letter of Jesus. 

Revelation 2:12 (NLT2) 12  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the 

message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword:  

• Why do you think Jesus refers to Himself as having a sharp two-edge sword? 

• Jesus can defend with that sword or He can destroy with that sword...which one will apply to 

Pergamum? 

• It might help to find out who also lives and dwells in Pergamum...the temple of Zeus and the 

goddess Athena were also in Pergamum. 

Revelation 2:13 (NLT2) 13  “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have 

remained loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred 

among you there in Satan’s city.  

• Do you want to live in Pergamum or start a church there? 

• You might, if you believed this below...and Jesus brought His two-edged sword. 
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Matthew 16:18 (NLT2) 18  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this 

rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 

• The church is not a building or an organization...the church is the assembly of the blood bought 

children of God...real people living under the authority of Christ inside the hostile dominion of 

Satan. 

• Do you see the sword of Jesus...you need to know that it cuts two ways for and against! 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NLT2) 12  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the 

sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 

innermost thoughts and desires. 13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and 

exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. 

Revelation 19:15-16 (NLT2) 15  From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He 

will rule them with an iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing 

from a winepress. 16  On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all 

lords. 

• At this point, it is your option/choice which way the Lord swings His sword...to protect or to 

destroy...to defend or decimate. 

• Jesus commends the Pergamum church for remaining loyal even in the place of Satan’s throne. 

• Let’s be very clear and honest...its hard to remain loyal and faithful when people are dying for 

their faith around you. 

Matthew 26:33-34 (NLT2) 33  Peter declared, “Even if everyone else deserts you, I will never desert 

you.” 34  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster crows, you will 

deny three times that you even know me.”  

1 Corinthians 10:12-13 (NLT2) 12  If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. 13  The 

temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not 

allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out 

so that you can endure. 

• Jesus’ letter reveals that He knows that people in Pergamum are dying for their faith... You 

refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in 

Satan’s city.  

• What does it mean to not “deny me” continuing your “faithful witness”...what does that mean? 

• Is denying the Word the same as denying Jesus? 

• Can you be a faithful witness without ever taking the witness stand (the power of our testimony)? 

• Jesus is the Word and the Word is Jesus...if you deny one, you automatically deny the other. 

• You cannot be a faithful witness of Jesus unless you are willing to testify. 

Revelation 12:10-12 (NLT2) 10  Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens, “It has come at 

last— salvation and power and the Kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser 

of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down to earth— the one who accuses them before our God 

day and night. 11  And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. And 
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they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. 12  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens! 

And you who live in the heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the sea, for the devil has 

come down to you in great anger, knowing that he has little time.”  

Revelation 12:17 (NLT2) 17  And the dragon was angry at the woman and declared war against the rest 

of her children—all who keep God’s commandments and maintain their testimony for Jesus.  

• Now, Jesus has a complaint (actually more than one) against the Pergamum church. 

• I’ll give you a hint...it’s that tolerance thing again...can you accept Jesus and deny the Truth of 

His Word? 

Revelation 2:14-15 (NLT2) 14  “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you 

whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught 

them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin. 15  In a similar way, you have 

some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching.  

• Balaam’s false teaching and leadership led the people of Israel into idolatry and sexual 

immorality. 

• Balaam led them into the direct violation of the Word of God to the people of Israel. 

• We already coved the sin of the Nicolaitans when we read Jesus’ letter to Ephesus. 

• The Nicolaitans were believers who had compromised their faith in order to enjoy some of the 

sinful practices of Ephesian society, including idolatry and sexual immorality. The name 

"Nicolaitans" is roughly the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word for "Balaamites." Balaam was 

a prophet who induced the Israelites to carry out their lustful desires (see 2:14; Numbers 31:16).  

• Do you see it...can you see the American church in this letter to Pergamum and Ephesus? 

• Now the Sword of Jesus and the warning of Jesus to the church then and now! 

Revelation 2:16 (NLT2) 16  Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them 

with the sword of my mouth.  

• I told you earlier...this sword of Jesus cuts both ways...He will defend with it or destroy with it. 

• Finally, the reward offered to those who overcome...victorious. 

Revelation 2:17 (NLT2) 17  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he 

is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been 

hidden away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a 

new name that no one understands except the one who receives it. 

• Manna...the bread from heaven...Jesus refers to himself as the bread of life. 

• You will die without this Bread of Life...Jesus. 

• A White Stone...a white stone symbolizes innocent and a black stone symbolizes guilty. 

• Jesus’ death on the cross, the blood of Christ has paid the full price of our sin and we have been 

declared innocent before God...NOT GUILTY! 

• A new name...Abraham, Sarah, Peter, Paul all received new names when God called them to a 

new life and we too will have a new name that will connect our new and eternal life to His 

Kingdom mission. 

• “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 

churches. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+31%3A16

