
 

P
ag

e1
 

NCC Roots Spring 2020...7 Churches and the Rapture...led by Terry Cooper 

The 7 Churches Session #1.....2/12/2020 

• Let’s begin our first session of 7 churches with some context. 

• The Apostle John was on the Island of Patmos as a prisoner for preaching the Gospel of Christ. 

• This island is located just off-shore from modern day Turkey, where all 7 of the churches are 

located. 

• The timing is about 65 years after the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus and John is probably 

around 95 years of age. 

• John is the last remaining apostle...all the others have been martyred for their faith. 

• In light of the persecution and suffering of that time, you must wonder if any of them, including 

John, thought the church was going to survive at all. 

• It is in this context, great suffering and the death of the other apostles, that Jesus comes to John. 

Revelation 1:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  This is a revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants the events that must 

soon take place. He sent an angel to present this revelation to his servant John,  
2  who faithfully reported everything he saw. This is his report of the word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus Christ.  
3  God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who listen 

to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near.  

• The word “revelation” which is the translation of the Greek word “apokalypsis” or “apocalypse”. 

When we think of the word “apocalypse” we think of something awful or tragic...a cataclysmic 

end of the world event or something like that. However, the word simply means...the uncovering, 

the unveiling. 

• What does “the time is near” mean in verse 3...how can we explain that 2000 years after the fact. 

• God is outside of time and a day to the Lord is like 1000 years to us...it’s only been two days to 

God. 

• Dr. Reagan always uses the word “Imminence”, which means these things prophesied regarding 

the Lord’s return can occur at any moment and we should live with expectancy for their 

fulfillment. 

• This is the only book of the Bible that specifically promises a blessing to anyone who will read, 

study and obey its message. 

• By verse 4, the attention immediately goes to the 7 churches in Asia Minor (Turkey). 

• I want you to think about something here...the Gospels are full of Jesus’ words and the 

remarkable things that He did, but the Revelation letters of Jesus to the 7 churches are the only 

parts of the Scripture that are direct from Him personally...John simply wrote down the letter as 

Jesus spoke it. 

• As you read verses 4-8, think about how important this letter would be to a church that was 

struggling to survive in the midst of great opposition (then and now). 
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Revelation 1:4-8 (NLT2)  
4  This letter is from John to the seven churches in the province of Asia. Grace and peace to you from the 

one who is, who always was, and who is still to come; from the sevenfold Spirit before his throne;  
5  and from Jesus Christ. He is the faithful witness to these things, the first to rise from the dead, and the 

ruler of all the kings of the world. All glory to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 

shedding his blood for us.  
6  He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and power to him forever and ever! 

Amen.  
7  Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him— even those who pierced him. 

And all the nations of the world will mourn for him. Yes! Amen!  
8  “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I am the one who 

is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.”  

• Jesus has not left His bride alone to suffer...He is still here, and He has all glory and all power 

over all things. 

• The sevenfold Spirit before the throne refers to the sevenfold nature of the Holy Spirit as 

described in Isaiah 11:1-2. 

• Jesus refers to His physical bodily resurrection which will give great comfort to those who have 

lost loved ones and are being threatened with death themselves. The Resurrection cures death 

100%. 

• We are a Kingdom of priests...how...we have direct access to God through prayer. 

• Revelation’s overriding theme...verse 7 will emphasize the return of Christ and the end of 

Revelation will do the same (beginning and end). 

Revelation 1:9-10 (NLT2)  
9  I, John, am your brother and your partner in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in the patient 

endurance to which Jesus calls us. I was exiled to the island of Patmos for preaching the word of God 

and for my testimony about Jesus.  
10  It was the Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a loud voice 

like a trumpet blast.  

• Notice John brings up the suffering again.... followed by a call to patient endurance through the 

suffering. 

• Verse 9...John then announces the two governmental charges against him...could they charge you 

with either of these? 

• Verse 10...It was the Lord’s Day...does that mean Sunday? I don’t think so. 

• John was worshipping in the Spirit...I think John was taken to the end of time, the Day of the 

Lord so that He might see the events that precede the return of Christ. 

• In the Spirit...John hears a loud voice like the sound of a great trumpet and then... 

Revelation 1:11 (NLT2)  
11  It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities of Ephesus, 

Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”  
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• Jesus is telling John to write down what we’re about to read and study in these next weeks. 

• 2000 years later and people are reading this transcribed letter of Jesus through John, called The 

Revelation. 

• John was one of Jesus’ inner circle during those three years of ministry...John knew Jesus as 

deeply as any man could have. 

• John, the desolate island prisoner of Christ, hears the trumpet sounding voice and turns around to 

see what? 

Revelation 1:12-16 (NLT2)  
12  When I turned to see who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands.  
13  And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. He was wearing a 

long robe with a gold sash across his chest.  
14  His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames of fire.  
15  His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty ocean 

waves.  
16  He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth. And his 

face was like the sun in all its brilliance. 

• Remember, John was worshipping in the Spirit and his eyes are about to see the glorious 

resurrected Jesus Christ. 

• John saw the resurrected Jesus 3 times after the cross, but this scene is much, much different. 

• Seven golden lampstands...representing the 7 churches that we plan to study in detail. 

• In the middle of those 7 lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. Glorified and resurrected 

Jesus is standing in the middle of the 7 churches. This is the title that Jesus most often used to 

describe himself. 

• This is the messianic title that was referred to in Daniel some 600 years earlier. 

Daniel 7:13-14 (NLT2)  
13  As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of 

heaven. He approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence.  
14  He was given authority, honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the world, so that people of 

every race and nation and language would obey him. His rule is eternal—it will never end. His kingdom 

will never be destroyed. 

• Jesus is dressed like a priest because He is our great High Priest... He was wearing a long robe 

with a gold sash across his chest.  

• He is currently our High Priest, but He will return as King one day soon. 

• His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow...symbolizes wisdom and honor. 

• His eyes were like flames of fire...He sees all and knows all and will come in wrath and 

judgment for all who have rejected Him as King. 

• His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace...symbolize that He will return in 

judgment. Everything in the Jerusalem Temple that had to do with sin and judgment was made of 

bronze. 
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• He held seven stars in his right hand...this may represent the pastors/leaders of the 7 churches 

or special angels assigned to those 7 churches. 

• A sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth...The Sword is His Word and His Word will 

strike down the nations. His Word will be the standard that all the nations will be judged by. 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting 

between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.  
13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he 

is the one to whom we are accountable. 

• If you fast forward to Jesus’ return in chapter 19...can you see all these descriptions of John 

coming true? 

Revelation 19:11-16 (NLT2)  
11  Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and 

True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war.  
12  His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on him that 

no one understood except himself.  
13  He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God.  
14  The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses.  
15  From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron 

rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress.  
16  On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords.  

• One more before we look at John’s reaction to seeing the glorified and resurrected Jesus. 

• And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance...John sees the light that illuminated the 

darkness in Genesis chapter one. The light that doesn’t need the sun, moon or stars. 

• Remember, John had spent 3 years, 24/7 with this Jesus and John saw resurrected Jesus 3 times 

before the ascension, but now. 

Revelation 1:17-18 (NLT2)  
17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t 

be afraid! I am the First and the Last.  
18  I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 

the grave. 

• John was overcome by the glory of the Resurrected Christ. 

• But Jesus didn’t come to scare John to death. 

• The Book of Revelation isn’t intended to scare us to death either...It is written to encourage us 

and to keep us from becoming discouraged by the opposition of this lost and dying world. 

• How can this Revelation encourage us today...how could it have encouraged John then? 

• Don’t be afraid...because Jesus is still here! 

• Jesus died, but look...He’s still alive and He’s still alive in our time, some 2000 years after 

Patmos. 
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• He can’t die and those who are in Christ can’t die either...does that keep you in the race? 

• I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave...No other man on earth 

can make this statement of Truth, only One.  

• Yes, some people experience bodily resurrections while living on the earth, but all of them died 

again and are dead today. All but One. I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever 

and ever. 

• Do you see how much John need to hear this message, the Revelation from Jesus? 

• Do you see how important this message was to the church that was being martyred? 

• Do you see how important this message is to the church today as we watch the world turn away 

from the Word of God that produces eternal life itself? 

• Can you imagine the emotion of John at this moment, as he sees and hears the Words of his 

beloved Lord? 

• Jesus then gives this specific instruction to John. 

Revelation 1:19-20 (NLT2)  
19  “Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the things that will 

happen. 20  This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the seven 

gold lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches. 

• Write it down John...and John wrote it down...directly from the Lord to the church...to Ninevah 

Christian Church. 

• We will spend the next few weeks studying these 7 different and unique letters to 7 actual 

churches in Asia Minor. 

• When we finish studying the 7 Churches, we will spend 6 weeks looking at the Rapture of the 

Church. 

• This is the overriding theme of the Revelation and we must connect the 7 Letters to the Main 

Event. 

Revelation 22:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds.  
13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” 

• One last question for all of you tonight...do you want the blessing of God? 

Revelation 1:3 (NLT2)  
3  God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who listen 

to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near. 

• If you want the blessing...come to all the sessions in this series. 

 

 

 


