
 

P
ag

e1
 

NCC Roots Spring 2020...7 Churches and the Rapture...led by Terry Cooper 

The Rapture Session #6...April 22,2020...FINAL SESSION 

• Here we are in our final session for this semester and I can tell you that I had no idea that I would 

be teaching the final six sessions during a pandemic (I wrote these 11 sessions back in January). 

• I want to take one last look at the Rapture of the church. 

• I want to look at the people who are left behind, the 5 bridesmaids that didn’t have oil in their 

lamps...not ready and waiting. 

• 5 Questions about the 5 Bridesmaids that are left behind when the door is closed and the 

Bridegroom has come. 

1. What will it be like to be left behind? 

2. Can people be saved during the Tribulation? 

3. Will God offer any mercy or grace during the Tribulation...or just wrath and judgment? 

4. If the Church is the presence or the temple/house of the Holy Spirit on earth...how will anyone 

come to salvation when the church is taken away, caught up? 

5. Will God’s Spirit be totally removed during the Tribulation? 

• I’m going to attempt to answer these 5 questions in this final session. 

• Yes, those left behind, after the Rapture will experience the wrath of God...it will come upon the 

whole earth, it will be a worldwide event. 

Luke 21:34-36 (NLT2)  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 

life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone 

living on the earth. 36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these 

coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” 

Revelation 3:10 (NLT2) Jesus’ message to the Church at Philadelphia 
10  “Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of 

testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world. 

• Yes, some people will come to salvation during the Tribulation...we will refer to them as 

Tribulation saints. 

• The Bible says that God is the God of Love and the God of Wrath (kind and severe) how can He 

be both...some people really struggle with that question. 

Romans 11:22 (NLT2)  
22  Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is severe toward those who disobeyed, but kind to you 

if you continue to trust in his kindness. But if you stop trusting, you also will be cut off. 

• This “trusting” is called faith, but if you stop trusting...you will be cut off. 

• Faith is not a religious ideology...faith is a born-again life of Christ, led by the Holy Spirit. 

• God’s wrath is displayed to reveal His love and mercy (Past, Present and Future). 

• Example...God’s wrath was displayed in Egypt to reveal His love and mercy to Israel (both love 

and mercy were present in Egypt at the same time). 
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• You didn’t just see wrath...death of firstborn...you saw Passover alongside of wrath (God is both 

kind and severe). 

• The blood over the door was not religious ideology...it was real life and death trusting in God. 

• But, you needed to actually put the blood over your door, not just think about doing it. 

• It was the same in the time of Jerusalem’s destruction in 586BC...wrath and mercy were both 

present (Past, Present and Future). 

• Jeremiah preached surrender will set you free to continue life, but you had to actually surrender 

to be free and live. 

• Past...wrath and mercy were side by side...it is the same today...some are being saved while 

others are going to remain lost through unbelief. 

• They really needed to put the Passover Blood of the Lamb over their doors to live. 

• They really needed to come out and surrender to the Babylonians to live. 

• God’s love was going to display his wrath and mercy in the same events. 

• What about now...you and I will need to really put the Blood of the Lamb-Jesus over and in our 

lives to survive the coming wrath...this is not some religious ritual, this is life and death. 

• This is the difference between wrath and mercy...they will be manifest together at the same time. 

• Some will be taken, and some will be left behind to endure the wrath of God. 

• Past, Present and Future. 

• God’s righteous justice requires adherence and obedience to that which is right and true.  

• Religious Ritual or repetition does not impress God at all...talk and religious ritual is a cheap 

counterfeit to living under the authority of God’s truth. 

• Right and True are called Truth and God is Truth. 

Micah 6:8 (NLT2)  
8  No, O people, the LORD has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: to do what is 

right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. 

Amos 5:23-24 (NLT2)  
23  Away with your noisy hymns of praise! I will not listen to the music of your harps.  
24  Instead, I want to see a mighty flood of justice, an endless river of righteous living.  

Zechariah 7:8-10 (NLT2)  
8  Then this message came to Zechariah from the LORD:  
9  “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Judge fairly, and show mercy and kindness to one 

another. 10  Do not oppress widows, orphans, foreigners, and the poor. And do not scheme against each 

other. 

• God’s justice requires adherence and obedience to that which is right and true and can God just 

let that go without defiling his own holiness and truth? 

• So, what is the purpose of God’s wrath during the Tribulation...to those left behind? 

• Man’s wrath is almost always based on vengeance, but God’s wrath is based on justice and truth. 

• Ultimately God’s wrath is based on His righteousness, but He seems to always offer compassion 

to the lost...to motivate people to repentance and salvation. 
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• God’s wrath during the Tribulation will be justice, but it will also be a call to repentance...to 

receive God’s mercy. 

Isaiah 26:9 (NLT2)  
9  All night long I search for you; in the morning I earnestly seek for God. For only when you come to 

judge the earth will people learn what is right.  

2 Peter 3:8-10 (NIV)  
8  But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like a day. 9  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance. 10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; 

the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.  

Ezekiel 18:23-24 (NLT2)  
23  “Do you think that I like to see wicked people die? says the Sovereign LORD. Of course not! I 

want them to turn from their wicked ways and live. 24  However, if righteous people turn from their 

righteous behavior and start doing sinful things and act like other sinners, should they be allowed to 

live? No, of course not! All their righteous acts will be forgotten, and they will die for their sins. 

• Is the redeemed Church, the true Church subject to God’s wrath as we await the Rapture...NO! 

• Yes, the church is subject to God’s discipline, but not His wrath. 

• And God might very well use this pandemic to discipline His church...to refine and prepare His 

church. 

Hebrews 12:5-11 (NLT2)  

5  And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said, “My child, 

don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you.  
6  For the LORD disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.”  
7  As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever 

heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8  If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of 

his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. 9  Since we respected 

our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of 

our spirits, and live forever? 10  For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they 

knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness.  
11  No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful 

harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way.  

• The church will experience God’s discipline, but it is immune from God’s wrath because God 

has already poured out His wrath on Jesus at the cross...Jesus took our place...Jesus took our 

wrath for us. 

Romans 5:8-9 (NLT2)  
8  But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  
9  And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us 

from God’s condemnation. 
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1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NLT2)  
10  And they speak of how you are looking forward to the coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, 

whom God raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming 

judgment. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NLT2)  

9  For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 

Isaiah 53:4-5 (NIV)  

4  Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, 

smitten by him, and afflicted. 5  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  

• This is one of the reasons that I believe the church will be taken away before the Tribulation 

begins. 

Luke 21:34-36 (NLT2)  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 

life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on 

the earth. 36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these coming 

horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” 

• Now, back to the big question...will many people be saved during the Tribulation, the Time of 

God’s Wrath upon the whole earth? 

• Yes, Revelation says the number of the saved cannot be counted, but how? 

• The Rapture itself will cause some to turn to Christ. 

• The Bibles and the words of past preachers/prophets will be left on the earth to testify the Truth 

of God. 

• The 144,000 Jewish evangelists will preach the gospel. 

Revelation 7:3-4 (NLT2)  
3  “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until we have placed the seal of God on the 

foreheads of his servants.” 4  And I heard how many were marked with the seal of God—144,000 were 

sealed from all the tribes of Israel:  

• Also, the Two Witnesses will preach during the Tribulation. 

• The Judgments of God during the Tribulatin will cause some to turn to God. 

• The preaching of the Gospel Angel of Revelation 14, who will proclaim the good news to every 

person on earth before the final outpouring of God’s wrath. 

Revelation 14:6-7 (NLT2)  

6  And I saw another angel flying through the sky, carrying the eternal Good News to proclaim to 

the people who belong to this world—to every nation, tribe, language, and people.  
7  “Fear God,” he shouted. “Give glory to him. For the time has come when he will sit as judge. Worship 

him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all the springs of water.”  
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• One would ask the question...how and why would anyone turn down God’s offer of mercy 

during the Great Tribulation? 

• I’ll ask a similar question today...who would turn down God’s offer of mercy during a pandemic 

on Easter weekend? 

• Who would refuse to pray that they would be strong enough to escape these coming horrors right 

now? 

• You know the answer don’t you...they don‘t see it coming. 

• This is how the Prophet Isaiah (recorded in the Book of Acts) put it. 

Acts 28:26-27 (NLT2)  
26  ‘Go and say to this people: When you hear what I say, you will not understand. When you see what I 

do, you will not comprehend. 27  For the hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot hear, 

and they have closed their eyes— so their eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts 

cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.’  

 

• The Book of Revelation clearly states that many will still refuse to repent during the Tribulation. 

 

Revelation 9:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  But the people who did not die in these plagues still refused to repent of their evil deeds and turn to 

God. They continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—idols 

that can neither see nor hear nor walk! 21  And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft or 

their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

• It’s looks like there is a point in time (I don’t know that point) where there will be no 

turning...locked in place (last chapter in Revelation). 

Revelation 22:10-13 (NLT2)  
10  Then he instructed me, “Do not seal up the prophetic words in this book, for the time is near.  
11  Let the one who is doing harm continue to do harm; let the one who is vile continue to be vile; 

let the one who is righteous continue to live righteously; let the one who is holy continue to be 

holy.” 12  “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people according to their 

deeds. 13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”  

• What is likely to happen to most of those who are saved (tribulation saints) during the 

Tribulation? 

• They will likely die of hunger because they have been cut off from the commerce of the 

Antichrist. 

• This pandemic clearly reveals how this could happen quickly. 

Revelation 13:16-18 (NLT2)  
16  He required everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—to be given a mark on the 

right hand or on the forehead. 17  And no one could buy or sell anything without that mark, which 

was either the name of the beast or the number representing his name. 18  Wisdom is needed here. 

Let the one with understanding solve the meaning of the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 

man. His number is 666. 
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• Or they will be murdered by the armies of the Antichrist because they confessed Christ as Lord 

and refuse to go along with the Antichrist. 

Revelation 7:14 (NLT2)  
14  And I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the ones who 

died in the great tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and made them 

white.  

Revelation 12:17 (NLT2)  
17  And the dragon was angry at the woman and declared war against the rest of her children—all 

who keep God’s commandments and maintain their testimony for Jesus.  

Revelation 13:7-8 (NLT2)  
7  And the beast was allowed to wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And he 

was given authority to rule over every tribe and people and language and nation. 8  And all the people 

who belong to this world worshiped the beast. They are the ones whose names were not written in the 

Book of Life before the world was made—the Book that belongs to the Lamb who was slaughtered. 

• This next question is huge...what about those who hear the Gospel before the Rapture, but 

reject it? 

• Will they get another chance to accept Christ during the Tribulation? 

• No one knows the answer to this question for sure, but there are some worrisome words from the 

Apostle Paul about this one. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 (NLT2)  
8  Then the man of lawlessness will be revealed, but the Lord Jesus will kill him with the breath of his 

mouth and destroy him by the splendor of his coming. 9  This man will come to do the work of Satan 

with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. 10  He will use every kind of evil deception to fool 

those on their way to destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth that would save 

them. 11  So God will cause them to be greatly deceived, and they will believe these lies.  
12  Then they will be condemned for enjoying evil rather than believing the truth.  

• Is this a specific reference to those who rejected the Gospel before the Tribulation...we can’t be 

sure, but don’t test God! 

Summary and Conclusion 

• Can you see how it’s impossible to almost or somewhat believe all this? 

• Example...some people say I’m overboard regarding the soon return of Jesus, but say they are 

believers. 

• There is no neutral to God’s Truth. 

• Yes, there might be some arguments or debates about some of the timing, but the reality of 

heaven and hell are indisputable. 

• God’s wrath or God’s grace...which one will you choose? 
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• Jesus is coming soon...one way or the other...through the grave or the trumpet...He’s coming 

soon. 

• How will you respond to this series (7 Churches of Revelation and the Rapture)? 

• I’m convinced that those who really believe it will purify their lives of sin and become 

messengers of the good news of Christ to those around them. 

• One last Scripture that guarantees a joyful heart to all of us who are in Christ today. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9-12 (NLT2)  
9  For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us.  
10  Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him 

forever. 11  So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.  
12  Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They work hard 

among you and give you spiritual guidance.  


