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NCC Roots Spring 2020...7 Churches and the Rapture...led by Terry Cooper 

The Rapture Session #3...April 1, 2020 

• Tonight, we will tackle the big question that many in the church have about the Rapture. 

• Is the Rapture a different event and time than the Second Coming of Jesus? 

• I believe the Rapture is the next big event where Jesus will come for His bride, the Church and 

take her away from the earth. 

• I believe the Rapture is the literal fulfillment of Jesus’ parable of the 10 Bridesmaids that I 

covered in session #1. 

Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT2)  
1  “The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. 2  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3  The five who were 

foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4  but the other five were wise enough to take along 

extra oil. 5  When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6  “At midnight 

they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’  
7  “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the others, 

‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9  “But the others replied, ‘We don’t 

have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were gone to 

buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, 

and the door was locked. 11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, 

calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

• The shout went out at midnight while everyone was sleeping or sleepy. 

• The Apostle Paul says there will be a shout when the dead and alive in Christ rise (caught up). 

• Five are taken and five are left behind...why would Jesus tell such a story? 

• Jesus tells everyone, in this bridegroom context, to keep watch...why...because no one knows the 

day or hour of the Rapture. 

• Keep watch...let’s be honest tonight. Can you say you’ve been keeping watch and what does that 

really mean? 

• Why do you think Jesus specifically told us to pray this prayer at the end of Luke’s account of 

the Olivet Discourse? 

Luke 21:34-36 (NLT2)  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 

life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, [Like the 5 foolish bridesmaids]35  like a trap. For that day 

will come upon everyone living on the earth. [worldwide event]36  Keep alert at all times. And pray 

that you might be strong enough to escape these coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” 

• Pray that you will be strong enough and ready enough to escape what? 

• You should really pray this prayer over you and your family every day. 

• What are the coming horrors...first you will be left behind and then Tribulation horror. 

• I believe the coming horrors are the 7 year tribulation, not just hell. 
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• Keeping watch means you are looking forward to the Rapture with delight, not dread. 

• Luke 21 and Matthew 24 are both Jesus’ Olivet Discourse...Matthews account ends with guess 

what....the Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids. 

• Luke’s account ends with “pray that you would be strong enough to escape these coming 

horrors”. 

Matthew 24:42-47 (NLT2)  
42  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming.  
43  Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and 

not permit his house to be broken into. 44  You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will 

come when least expected. 45  “A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the 

responsibility of managing his other household servants and feeding them.  
46  If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward.  
47  I tell you the truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns.  

• Notice how the Apostle Paul described this watching and waiting: 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near.  
7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.  
8  And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 

give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward 

to his appearing. 

• Let’s face it, there is only one legitimate reason to fear the Rapture...that person has not made 

peace with God through faith in Christ, the Son. 

Luke 21:34-35 (NLT2)  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries 

of this life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon 

everyone living on the earth. 

• Paul’s letter to Titus gives us the first coming (born in Bethlehem), our present worldview and 

the return of Christ in 3 verses. 

Titus 2:11-13 (NLT2)  
11  For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. [that was Jesus’ first 

coming]12  And we are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this 

evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, [that’s how we should live in waiting for 

His return]13  while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. [that is what we are anxiously looking forward to] 

• So, back to the original question...is the Rapture a separate event to the Second Coming of Jesus 

to reign as King on this present earth? 

• I want to compare the Rapture event of 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 to the Second Coming of Jesus 

event of Revelation 19. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (NLT2) RAPTURE EVENT 
15  We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet 

him ahead of those who have died. 16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 

commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the 

Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17  Then, together with them, we who are still alive 

and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be 

with the Lord forever. 

• I believe this Rapture event precedes the 2nd Coming of Jesus by some 7 years. 

Revelation 19:11-16 (NLT2) 2ND COMING EVENT 
11  Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was named Faithful and 

True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. 12  His eyes were like flames of fire, and on his 

head were many crowns. A name was written on him that no one understood except himself.  
13  He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God.  
14  The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses.  
15  From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron 

rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress.  
16  On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords.  

1. In 1 Thes. Jesus appears in the heavens/clouds/air, but in Revelation Jesus returns to the earth. 

2. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes as a Deliverer, but in Revelation Jesus comes as a Warrior. 

3. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes for the Church, but in Revelation Jesus comes with the Church. 

4. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes with love and compassion, but in Revelation Jesus comes in wrath and 

judgment. 

5. In 1 Thes. Jesus comes as the Bridegroom [10 Bridesmaids], but in Revelation Jesus comes as 

a reigning and conquering King. 

• I want you to bear in mind that these two passages (1 Thes. 4 and Rev. 19) and the only two 

detailed descriptions of Jesus’ return in the New Testament. 

• Do they look like the same event to you? 

• Are you still not convinced...big question...who are the armies of heaven, returning with Jesus in 

vs. 14? 

• Let’s go back up in Revelation 19 to verses 6 

• -8 and see if we can identify the armies that are dressed in white. 

Revelation 19:14 (NLT2)  
14  The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses. 

Revelation 19:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or 

the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  
7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast 

of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 8  She has been given the finest of pure white 

linen to wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people.  
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• This army, dressed in white linen is the church that had been taken from the world through the 

Resurrection/Rapture event some 7 years earlier...returning with Christ. 

• Why will the church return with Christ...we will reign with Jesus on this present earth for 1000 

years. 

• The church age saints had already received their resurrected and eternal bodies and they are 

coming back with Jesus to fulfill the Lord’s Prayer and the prophecy of God through the angel 

Gabriel. 

Luke 11:2 (NLT2)  
2  Jesus said, “This is how you should pray: “Father, may your name be kept holy. May your Kingdom 

come soon.  

Luke 1:31-33 (NLT2)  
31  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32  He will be very great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David.  
33  And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 

• What does the Bible say will happen to Satan (the dragon), the antichrist (the beast) and the false 

prophet when Jesus comes as King in Revelation 19-20? 

Revelation 20:1-6 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in 

his hand. 2  He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan—and bound him in 

chains for a thousand years. 3  The angel threw him into the bottomless pit, which he then shut and 

locked so Satan could not deceive the nations anymore until the thousand years were finished. 

Afterward he must be released for a little while. 4  Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them 

had been given the authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for 

their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast 

or his statue, nor accepted his mark on their forehead or their hands. They all came to life again, and 

they reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5  This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead 

did not come back to life until the thousand years had ended.) [RESURRECTED INTO JUDGMENT 

AND HELL]6  Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death 

holds no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him a thousand years.  

• Who are those who are coming to life again in verse 4? 

• They are the ones who missed the Rapture and came to faith in Christ during the Great 

Tribulation. 

• Who are they joining in places of authority (under the authority of King Jesus) on this present 

earth in verse 4? 

• They are joining the Raptured saints that had left with Jesus some 7 years earlier. 

• There is one more wonderful and horrible comparison in Revelation 19. 

• The saints of God will experience the Wedding Supper of the Lamb while those who have 

rejected Jesus as their King will become the feast as Jesus returns with wrath and judgment. 
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Revelation 19:17-21 (NLT2)  
17  Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, shouting to the vultures flying high in the sky: “Come! 

Gather together for the great banquet God has prepared. 18  Come and eat the flesh of kings, 

generals, and strong warriors; of horses and their riders; and of all humanity, both free and slave, small 

and great.” 19  Then I saw the beast and the kings of the world and their armies gathered together to fight 

against the one sitting on the horse and his army. 20  And the beast was captured, and with him the false 

prophet who did mighty miracles on behalf of the beast—miracles that deceived all who had accepted 

the mark of the beast and who worshiped his statue. Both the beast and his false prophet were thrown 

alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21  Their entire army was killed by the sharp sword that 

came from the mouth of the one riding the white horse. And the vultures all gorged themselves on 

the dead bodies.  

• To join the Wedding Feast of God or to become the feast of vultures...what a wonderful and 

horrible contrast. 

• One final note to those who have been taught that the God of the Old Testament was a God of 

judgment and wrath and Jesus in the New Testament is a God of mercy, grace and love...no 

judgment. 

• If that’s you, then explain this statement of Jesus to me in the New Testament. 

Luke 19:24-27 (NLT2)  
24  “Then, turning to the others standing nearby, the king ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, 

and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’ 25  “‘But, master,’ they said, ‘he already has ten pounds!’  
26  “‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘and to those who use well what they are given, even more will be given. But 

from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. 27  And as for these enemies 

of mine who didn’t want me to be their king—bring them in and execute them right here in front 

of me.’”  

 

• More people are going to die under God’s judgment in the return of Christ than all the Old 

Testament combined. 

 

Revelation 9:14-15 (NLT2)  
14  And the voice said to the sixth angel who held the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at 

the great Euphrates River.” 15  Then the four angels who had been prepared for this hour and day and 

month and year were turned loose to kill one-third of all the people on earth. 

 

• Do you understand why its so important to keep watch and be ready? 

• Next week we will study the prophetic timing of the Rapture. 

 

 


