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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #9-April 6, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

Jesus’ Parable #26-Lazarus and the Rich Man 

• I really don’t think this one is a parable, but a true story…why…because Jesus uses a real name 

and Jesus doesn’t do that in any other parable. 

• Either way…I want to cover it in this series because it is such a powerful and clear teaching of 

Jesus. 

• Many of Jesus’ parable begin with “The Kingdom of Heaven is like”…this one reveals Paradise. 

• This is a story from the One who knows the truth about the Afterlife...PARADISE! 

Luke 16:19-21 (NLT)  
19  Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who lived each day in luxury. 20  At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with 

sores. 21  As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and 

lick his open sores.  

• I want you to notice the contrast between these two men...one in luxury and the other in poverty. 

• These two men couldn’t be any more different from each other, but they are both traveling 

through life together...sharing the same story. 

• The rich man seems to have everything, and Lazarus was left to beg for his food. 

• The rich man had servants to care for him and Lazarus had dogs that licked his open sores. 

• This is quite a contrast, two very different people, but they are in the same story...called LIFE. 

• God, the Creator had breathed the breath of life into these two men...they are living souls. 

• We are all doing LIFE right now, even though we have different backgrounds and lifestyles. 

• The big question is what happens after we finish doing LIFE...what happens in the Afterlife? 

• They are both traveling together on planet earth as it rotates around the sun...experiencing LIFE. 

• They have both experienced life and years, even though their experiences were quite different, 

but now they will both experience death...100% will experience death before 120 years. 

• I can tell you this truth today in the midst of all the crazy world nonsense...death will kill you 

100% of the time. 

• The resurrection of the dead, through Jesus Christ our Lord will overcome death 100% of the 

time. 

• Before I read the next verse, I want to tell you it begins with “finally”. 

• Do you believe in finally…most people want to ignore this word! 

• This word “finally” refers to the end of this life on earth...it happens to everyone...finally 

happens to everyone on earth (rich or poor, male or female, young or old). 

• Through the grave or through the trumpet...everyone is going to get a finally. 
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Luke 16:22-23 (NLT)  
22  “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also 

died and was buried, 23  and his soul went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw 

Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. 

 

• It looks like Lazarus, the beggar dies first...his finally came first. 

• But then the rich man had a finally moment...he also died and was buried. 

• Jesus doesn’t say that Lazarus was buried, maybe his body was just thrown into the dump, I 

don’t’ know. 

• Jesus does say the rich man was buried and I bet it was a beautiful funeral. 

• Rich people do seem to have larger funerals than poor people. 

• Let’s stop and focus on a detail here...the bodies of both men are disposed of...they have both 

experienced physical death...they have both had a finally moment...their physical life has ended. 

• But the story doesn’t end there, does it...Jesus keeps going into the Afterlife. 

• Lazarus was carried by angels to be with Abraham...Abraham’s bosom/side...Paradise! 

• Lazarus’ soul was carried to Abraham’s side, not his finally tent/body. 

• I described this scene in great detail to a man (a believer) who is under hospice care recently and 

he smiled so big. 

• Lazarus’ soul was carried to Abraham’s side, not his finally tent/body. 

• This is big...which one do you think Lazarus is...the body in the dump or the soul carried away 

by angels? 

• The rich man’s soul is also carried away, but Jesus doesn’t mention angelic escorts in his finally 

moment. 

• The rich man’s soul travels to the place of the dead...what a contrast! 

• These two men are men of extreme contrast (rich vs poor and now Abraham’s home/paradise 

vs place of the dead). 

• They both had life and they both had years and they both had a finally. 

• Do you believe in finally...do you believe in an afterlife...a distant (physical place) shoreline that 

is drawing near? 

• Where do you think Abraham is today...what is the place of his home today (Paradise)? 

• Lazarus is with Abraham and the rich man is in torment in the place of the dead. 

• Are they both conscious...do they have some type of physical body in a physical place in this 

afterlife? 

• Do you want to know...are you sure...I’ve said a 5 second view of heaven and hell would forever 

change a person. 

• What is the place of the dead anyway (NIV translates Hell and NASB Hades). 

• Is the rich man conscious in Hades...does he have a body in Hades...in the place of the dead? 

• He obviously feels pain there because Jesus says he is in torment! 

• He obviously can see there because he see’s Lazarus at Abraham’s side...but they’re far away. 

• His soul is in Hades, the place of the dead and his body (corpse) is still in the ground on planet 

earth. 

• Do you believe in the afterlife...Do you want to keep going...looking through this knot hole? 
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• The rich man also has a voice (feels pain, can see, and speaks) in this afterlife...because he cries 

out... 

Luke 16:24 (NLT)  
24  “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of 

his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’  

• The rich man has a  new or different body covering his soul in this afterlife. 

• The rich man really isn’t dead in this place of the dead...least not an unconscious dead. 

• The rich man is conscious and in torment and crying out in this afterlife. 

• The rich man experiences suffering, pain and anguish in this afterlife...and yes it is described as 

flames/fire. 

• What a contrast with these two guys...sounds like the great reversal to me (trading places). 

• The rich man goes to the bottom, hell, and the poor beggar goes to paradise...to the top. 

• Do you remember the other rich man story of Jesus…Jesus told him to sell his possession and 

give it all to the poor and follow him…but he walked away sorrowful? 

• That Rich Man thought heaven was too expensive...he went away very sad. 

• What is the value of your soul...what would you give in exchange for your soul? 

• Would you trade first here and now for last in the afterlife? 

• Do you believe in the afterlife...Do you want me to keep going (back to Rich Man/Lazarus)? 

• The Rich man has cried out to far away Abraham...will Abraham respond? 

• And by the way, where is Abraham anyway...it’s surely not a place of the dead. 

• The angels have carried Lazarus’ soul to Paradise...Abraham is in Paradise, like the Garden of 

Eden. 

• How awesome is the thought that your soul won’t have to travel to the third heaven alone. 

• How will Abraham respond from Paradise (remember Jesus is telling this story...a revelation of 

the afterlife)? 

 

Luke 16:25-26 (NLT)  
25  “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, 

and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish.  
26  And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no 

one can cross over to us from there.’ 

• Notice the request again…Father Abraham, have some pity and send Lazarus…as we consider 

Abraham’s answer. 

• Father Abraham...Abraham responds by calling him son…Abraham had other sons besides Isaac. 

• Have some pity on me...Abraham reveals the finality of that which comes after the “finally”. 

• The Rich Man lived his life in luxury, but that’s not why he went to Hades...place of the dead. 

• Lazarus lived his life in poverty, but that’s not why he went to paradise. 

• This story of Jesus is not about how much you had or how much you didn’t have (Idols and 

Open Hands). 

• This story of Jesus is about who you put your trust in...in this life and in the afterlife. 

• In reality, these two people had actually traded places...the great reversal is real. 
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• The great reversal is permanent...Abrahams reply is it’s too late for you. 

• It’s too late...you lived your life and you made your choices in that life...this is the Afterlife now. 

• Please, I want water to quench my thirst and comfort my anguish...it’s too late. 

• And there is a great chasm/gulf/divide between us that is un-crossable from either side. 

• This afterlife assignment is permanent, and this afterlife assignment has no court of appeals. 

• Do you believe in the afterlife...do you believe it is permanent and unchangeable? 

• Do you want me to continue looking through this knot hole? 

• Do you know people that are destined for this place of the dead? 

• How will the rich man respond to his hopeless condition in the place of the dead? 

 

Luke 16:27-28 (NLT)  
27  “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him [send Lazarus] to my father’s 

home. 28  For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don’t end up in this place of 

torment.’ 

 

• I wonder if this is the first time in the rich man’s life that he thought about someone besides 

himself? 

• Someone must warn my family...Someone must tell them of this place of the dead. 

• I want to stop and notice something here. 

• The rich man has memory in this place of the dead...he is aware of his past, present and 

future. 

• He has a body that experiences thirst and pain. 

• He can see, speak and hear and he is fully aware of his situation and his torment. 

• I have 5 brothers and I don’t want them to join me in this place of torment. 

• Warn them...send Lazarus to warn them of this place of torment. 

• How will Father Abraham respond to that request? 

 

Luke 16:29-31 (NLT2)  
29  “But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers can read what they 

wrote.’ 30  “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them from the dead, 

then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 31  “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses 

and the prophets, they won’t listen even if someone rises from the dead.’”  

 

• Do you see the power of the Word of God in that verse (absolute Truth)? 

• If they won’t believe the Words from the Book…they won’t believe the One that has risen from 

the dead…the ONE recorded in the Book. 

 

Jesus’ Parable #27-The Persistent Widow…comparable to A Fried at Midnight 

Parable of Jesus in Luke 11:5 (shameless persistence) 

 

Luke 18:1-8 (NLT2)  
1  One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up.  
2  “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God nor cared about people.  
3  A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me justice in this dispute with my enemy.’  
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4  The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about 

people, 5  but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m going to see that she gets justice, because she is 

wearing me out with her constant requests!’” 6  Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust 

judge. 7  Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to 

his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8  I tell you, he 

will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the 

earth who have faith?”  

 

• Pray and never give up…I wonder how many times we’ve given up too soon. 

• Do we really believe that God is the God of justice? 

• The story of Jesus reveals that even an unjust judge will give justice if he is pressed long enough. 

• So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day and 

night? Will he keep putting them off?  

• Then Jesus uses the word “quickly”…followed by a very unique question with eternal 

implications. 

• But when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who have faith?”  

• This parable reveals the issue of “endurance and perseverance”.  

• Will you persevere in prayer and will you persevere in faith? 

• How many will Jesus find enduring and persevering when He returns? 

• It’s going to get harder and harder to hang on as we get closer to the end. 

Mark 13:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  “A brother will betray his brother to death, a father will betray his own child, and children will rebel 

against their parents and cause them to be killed. 13  And everyone will hate you because you are my 

followers. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

 

• This is what the church should be preparing people for…hanging on through the trials. 

Jesus’ Parable #28-The Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

 

Luke 18:9-14 (NLT2)  
9  Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own righteousness and 

scorned everyone else: 10  “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other 

was a despised tax collector. 11  The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, 

that I am not a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t cheat, I don’t sin, and I don’t commit adultery. I’m 

certainly not like that tax collector! 12  I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’  
13  “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he prayed. 

Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’  
14  I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  

 

• Christianity is the opposite of the world’s way of self-promotion. 
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• You have to go down to get up…up is down and down is up and right is left, and left is right. 

• Death is life and life is death…surrender is victory and victory is surrender. 

• The tax collector is the unlikely candidate to get it…but he’s the one that gets it in Jesus’ story. 

• This is the danger of the arrogance created through religious ritual…self-righteousness is 

destructive. 

• This is the famous Psalm of Repentance of King David after the Prophet Nathan reveals his sin. 

 

Psalm 51:16-17 (NLT2)  
16  You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering.  
17  The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, 

O God.  

 

Isaiah 66:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Could you build me 

a temple as good as that? Could you build me such a resting place? 2  My hands have made both heaven 

and earth; they and everything in them are mine. I, the LORD, have spoken! “I will bless those who 

have humble and contrite hearts, who tremble at my word.  

• Today, people fear everything except God! 

 Luke 12:4-5 (NLT2) 4  “Dear friends, don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot 

do any more to you after that. 5  But I’ll tell you whom to fear. Fear God, who has the power to kill you 

and then throw you into hell. Yes, he’s the one to fear. 

• This parable of Jesus is so powerful and revealing to me that I have made this tax collector 

statement a part of my daily prayers. 

• Lord have mercy on me, a sinner…give me strength for this journey. 

• And yes, I do tremble at His Word! 

• A Pew Research Center poll published in 2015 found that 72 % of Americans believe in heaven, 

and 58 % believe in hell.  

• I guess there’s another option...you don’t believe in either...heaven or hell. 

• Some people believe there is no Promised Land called Heaven...just a dark unconscious non-

existent grave. 

• Jesus declares an afterlife and it would be a terrible/horrible mistake to deny its reality. 

• Worldwide, 2 people die every second, 104 die every minute, 6250 die every hour...150,000 

people die every day and go to heaven or hell. 

• There is an afterlife and it would be a terrible/horrible mistake to deny its reality. 

• Do you understand that is why Jesus came...to give us the resurrection into the afterlife? 

• Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the grave is proof of the afterlife. 

• The Bible clearly states that our identity, our person is our soul, not out physical body. 

• Your soul is eternal...God has breathed the breath of life into your soul and pushed you out into 

eternity. 

• The only question for us today is where will we spend eternity? 

• Where does the soul go when a person dies and when do we get that resurrected eternal body? 

• And when the Son of Man returns, will He find faith on the earth? 


