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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #8-March 30, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. From this session forward…Jesus is in the final months of his ministry. 

Jesus’ Parable #23-The Invited Guest 

Luke 14:7-14 (NLT2)  
7  When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner were trying to sit in the seats of honor near the 

head of the table, he gave them this advice: 8  “When you are invited to a wedding feast, don’t sit in the 

seat of honor. What if someone who is more distinguished than you has also been invited? 9  The host 

will come and say, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then you will be embarrassed, and you will have to take 

whatever seat is left at the foot of the table! 10  “Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table. 

Then when your host sees you, he will come and say, ‘Friend, we have a better place for you!’ Then you 

will be honored in front of all the other guests. 11  For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12  Then he turned to his host. “When you put on a 

luncheon or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your friends, brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For 

they will invite you back, and that will be your only reward. 13  Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, and the blind. 14  Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God will reward you for inviting those 

who could not repay you.”  

• Attitude…this is Jesus’ counsel on attitude and arrogance…where you put yourself in the 

pecking order of mankind and the group (example…Jews vs Samaritans). 

• Arrogance and humility…arrogance wants to lift and exalt self…humility wants to purposefully 

take a lower position than others (move in take the lesser seat). 

• It’s pretty humbling to be forced to go down in public…while it’s pretty amazing to be lifted up 

in public…this is Jesus’ story and advice here. 

• Don’t try to exalt yourself…go ahead and assume the lowest position possible…it’s the safest 

and best way. 

Romans 12:2-5 (NLT2)  
2  Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and 

pleasing and perfect. 3  Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 

warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of 

yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us. 4  Just as our bodies have many parts 

and each part has a special function, 5  so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and 

we all belong to each other.  

• Self-promotion…don’t do it…let things come to you in the body of Christ. 

• It reminds me of watching some of those singing talent shows on television…some of those 

people thought they could sing, but they were terrible. 

• This also applies to those we associate with…don’t put yourself in a higher class of those around 

you…God will forcefully humble you and bring you down while He lifts them up. 
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Romans 12:16 (NLT2)  
16  Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And 

don’t think you know it all!  

• I have always been convicted by this very specific Jesus teaching here… Then he turned to his 

host. “When you put on a luncheon or a banquet,” he said, “don’t invite your friends, 

brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be your 

only reward. 13  Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  
14  Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God will reward you for inviting those who could 

not repay you.”  

• In reality, the whole banquet story is God’s story…It’s the real world we all live in today. 

• He has invited us in our sin and poverty to come and take a place at His banquet table to partake 

in the wedding supper of the Lamb. 

• I deserve no seat at that table, I have earned no seat there…knowing this and never forgetting 

this truth is the proper heart of humility before God. 

Jesus’ Parable #24-The Lost Coin 

Luke 15:8-10 (NLT2)  
8  “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire 

house and search carefully until she finds it? 9  And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and 

neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.’  
10  In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.”  

• Luke’s gospel puts this one right after the parable of the Lost Sheep. 

• This is where one of my favorite phrases comes in…If you knew you were lost and Jesus had the 

power to save you, I believe you would believe in Jesus. 

• Let’s examine the questions to see what might prevent people from coming to Jesus. 

• Do you not know and believe that you are lost and bound for death, grave and hell? 

• Do you not know and believe that Jesus has the power to save a person from death, grave and 

hell? 

• Do you not believe that He wants to, desires to save and rescue you? 

• Do you not know that you are sick and dying...destined for the grave and hell without making 

peace with God beforehand? 

• I’ve always heard the first step to healing an addiction is to acknowledge that you have one. 

• The key to this heavenly parable of Jesus is this…The Coin is Lost! 

• There is an urgency to turn the lost coin into a found coin…and this is not about money. 

• Rejoicing is not possible in the lost condition…rejoicing is natural in the found condition. 

• If your having trouble with rejoicing and worshipping today…you should probably check your 

lost/found condition. 

• They are also rejoicing in heaven when the lost realize they are lost and become found/saved by 

faith in Christ. 

• I’ve often imagined a scene in heaven of angels rejoicing when someone is baptized…like 

crowds clapping and celebrating when they come out of the water. 
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Jesus’ Parable #25-The Lost Son (Prodigal Son) 

• This is one of the most famous and quoted of all Jesus’ parable and it is directly connected to the 

lost sheep and the lost coin. 

• I preached a sermon called The Lost Son Stairway here at NCC back during Covid shutdown on 

May 10, 2020. 

• I’d like to use some of that teaching to cover this huge Jesus parable tonight. 

• It’s interesting that the Gospel of Luke is the only Gospel that records this remarkable story of 

Jesus. 

• I want to approach this story today from a unique perspective...like a set of steps, a stairway. 

• The Lost Son is a story about a younger brother who chooses to depart from his Father and thus 

begins a step by step journey down into a pit of despair and great loss. 

• That’s not the reason why the story is so often preached. 

• That pit of despair and great loss is followed by a different set of steps, a different stairway...a 

stairway home to his Father.  

• When I was studying this Lost Son event in the Gospel of Luke, I was reminded of another 

significant stairway event that also included a younger brother. 

• This Old Testament younger brother stairway type event took place almost 2000 years before 

Jesus’ Lost Son Story. 

• This Old Testament stairway event happened to a man named Jacob, the grandson of Abraham.  

• Let’s start with the Jacob’s stairway to heaven story in order to set the stage for Jesus’ Lost Son 

Stairway. 

• Jacob is a younger brother and he has just deceived his father Isaac into giving him the blessing 

and when his older brother Esau finds out...Jacob runs for his life. 

• Jacob is actually running from the death threats of his older brother Esau, but his actions have 

caused Jacob to depart from the presence of his Father, Isaac. 

• Jacob is running from the very source of the blessing...the father’s blessing. 

• While on the run...Jacob experiences another Father (not Isaac), God the Father, and a stairway 

to heaven. 

 

Genesis 28:10-13 (NLT2)  
10  Meanwhile, Jacob left Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. 11  At sundown he arrived at a good 

place to set up camp and stopped there for the night. Jacob found a stone to rest his head against and lay 

down to sleep. 12  As he slept, he dreamed of a stairway that reached from the earth up to heaven. 

And he saw the angels of God going up and down the stairway. 13  At the top of the stairway stood 

the LORD, and he said, “I am the LORD, the God of your grandfather Abraham, and the God of your 

father, Isaac. The ground you are lying on belongs to you. I am giving it to you and your 

descendants.  

• Jacob’s encounter with God revealed a stairway into heaven. 

• Remember, Jacob’s name will eventually be changed to Israel. 

• There were angels on the stairway...going up and going down (travels both ways). 

• God the Father is at the top of the stairway. 
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• The Lord speaks to Jacob from the top of these stairs...the stairway to heaven. 

• The Lord confirms to Jacob that all the covenant promises that had been given to his grandfather 

Abraham, now belong to him. 

• God tells Jacob that the ground that he is laying on belongs to him and his future 

family/children...it’s a gift from God. 

• And all the covenant promises of God will go through Jacob and Jacob’s seed/lineage to all the 

nations/peoples of the earth (Jew and Gentile). 

• And there’s more...remember, Jacob, the younger brother is unmarried and without children at 

this point. 

• The stairway to heaven thing was hard enough to grasp, but now this single man, all alone and on 

the run is going to be the person through which the whole world will know God and receive His 

blessings. 

• Jacob didn’t know about the stairway to heaven when he laid down that night. 

• Jacob didn’t know that the Lord was in that place. 

• There’s a lot that can happen when you don’t know the Lord is in this place...He is with you. 

• There’s a lot you can miss when you don’t know the Lord is in this place. 

• Now, with that foundation and that stairway revealed...we can go to another stairway. 

• The Lost Son Parable of Jesus. 

• This stairway is more symbolic than literal, but Jesus’ story of the Lost Son reveals a way to go 

down and a way to go up. 

• You do it...step by step...decision by decision, thus a stairway event. 

• This time...in Jesus’ story...these steps don’t go up to heaven...they go down to the grave...down 

to the pit of despair and great loss. 

• The steps in the beginning of this story, they don’t walk toward God...they walk away from God. 

• These steps don’t go up, they go down...at least in the beginning of Jesus’ story. 

• Jesus’ parable of the Lost Son describes a step by step departure from the Father...a stairway to 

despair and great loss. 

• There is joy at the top of Heaven’s stairway (angels going up and down on Jacob’s stairway) 

when this lost sheep is found. 

• In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to 

God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 

• The parables of The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin both deal with a departure, a separation from 

that which is right and true. 

• Both stories end with repentance that leads to rejoicing in heaven...I see angels rejoicing on 

Jacob’s stairway. 

• Now, Jesus opens up the Lost Son story and the symbolic stairway will appear again. 

• But this story doesn’t begin with a stairway TO heaven, no, not stairs going up toward God. 

• No, this story beings with a stairway going down...away from the Father, down into a pit of 

despair and great loss. 

 

Luke 15:11-12 (NLT2)  
11  To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons.  
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12  The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father 

agreed to divide his wealth between his sons.  

• That sounds a little like Jacob’s story...Jacob wanted his share before the Father Isaac dies. 

• The Father in Jesus’ story agrees and gives the blessed inheritance to the rebellious younger son. 

• Jesus is connecting all three of the LOST stories when He says.... 

• To illustrate the point further...this means Jesus is connecting the Lost Sheep and the Lost 

Coin events to this Lost Son...their all three making the same point. 

• A man had two sons...the older son is the natural heir...do you remember Esau was the older son, 

the natural heir. 

• Jacob is running away from his father Isaac and running away from the blessing that had 

previously been offered by his father. 

• But how can you receive the promised blessing of your father if you’re on the run, if you’ve 

departed from the father? 

• While running, Jacob finds a stairway. 

• So what about this younger son in Jesus’ story and what does this have to do with a stairway? 

• Stairways have steps and you take them one at a time...the younger son in Jesus’ story is about to 

take his first step away from the father. 

• What was this first step...I’ll call it selfishness...it is the first step in the stairway that leads to the 

pit of despair and great loss! 

• This first step is when your will takes precedent over the will of the Father and others. 

• This is the first step toward a pit of despair and great loss...a self-centered life. 

• Notice the younger son’s next step....I want you to picture a life that is walking downward and 

away from the father...step by step by step. 

 

Luke 15:13 (NLT2)  
13  “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there 

he wasted all his money in wild living. 

• This next step is called separation...that’s what steps on a stairway do...they take you further and 

further away from your starting point. 

• Self-Centered has now led to separation...step by step...they lead to a pit of despair and great 

loss. 

• Now the younger son is in a distant land, far away from the father (self-centered and now 

separated), but he’s on the stairway downward to the pit of despair and great loss...he just doesn’t 

know it yet because it all looks and feels like fun, at least for now. 

• What is the next step on this stairway to despair and loss...Reality. 

 

Luke 15:14 (NLT2)  
14  About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 

• Self-Centered to Separation and into Reality...Reality is when you notice how far you have 

fallen...how far you have traveled from home...from the father. 
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• These steps, this stairway isn’t going up, they’re going down...down to the pit of despair and 

great loss. 

• But there is one more step to the bottom...what is it...ALL ALONE...LONLINESS. 

• That’s what you will find at the bottom of this stairway to the pit of despair and great 

loss...absolute loneliness. 

Luke 15:15-16 (NLT2)  
15  He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs.  
16  The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. 

But no one gave him anything. 

• Self-centered to separation to reality to all alone...4 steps to the pit of despair and great loss. 

• All alone with nothing...this is the bottom, the pit of the stairway to despair and great loss...all 

alone with nothing. 

• Why do you think Jesus is telling this remarkable story and why would anyone take this set of 

steps into the pit of despair and great loss? 

• How do you get from the Father’s house to being all alone in the pit of despair and great loss? 

• One step at a time....you’re going to wrong way (turning your back on God)...it’s the wrong set 

of steps. 

• Self-Centered Life...that was the first step...give me what I want...me, me, me. 

• Self-centered, to separation to, reality, to all alone....step by step on a downward stairway to a 

pit of despair and great loss. 

• Sometimes and for a while these self-centered steps feel good, but they’re not going up, toward 

the Father...they’re going down...away from God. 

• So, what do you do when you find yourself in the pit of despair and great loss...knowing that 

your foolish choices and selfishness put you there? 

• What do you do when you find yourself all alone and with nothing...no hope and no future...in a 

pit? 

• That’s why Jesus is telling the story and that’s why this story is directly connected to the Lost 

Sheep and the Lost Coin. 

• To show you what to do when you find yourself in the pit of despair and great loss. 

• Or what if you see someone else in the pit of despair and great loss? 

• You tell them about the other stairway...The Lost Son Stairway...this one goes up...this one 

takes you back to the Father...The Stairway to Heaven. 

• And what can we learn about the Father of the Lost Son and the Stairway of Jacob to help us 

understand this Jesus Parable and the pit of despair and great loss. 

• The Father is at the top of the stairway, but He communicates hope, a way out of the pit. 

• The Father is at the top of the stairway and He makes promises of freedom and reconciliation to 

those in the pit. 

• Jacob, the younger brother was running from his father when he found this stairway from 

heaven. 

• Jesus’ Lost Son story was also a younger brother, running from his father when he found this 

stairway to heaven. 
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• Jacob, the younger brother thought he needed to use deceit to get the wealth of the father, but the 

blessing of the father was their all along. 

• The younger brother in Jesus’ story thought he had to walk away from the Father to find 

blessings in his self-centered life. 

• Both Jacob and Jesus’ younger brother example found God while they were all alone in the pit of 

despair and great loss. 

• Let’s be honest and face reality here...that’s where all lost people live...in the pit of despair and 

great loss. 

• They just don’t know it yet because their provision has not yet run out, but it will one day. 

• The pit of despair and great loss is a picture of the grave...and there is only one way to get out of 

that pit. 

• You must turn toward the Father....that’s why Jesus is telling this story. 

• This is the most beautiful part of Jacob and Jesus’ story. 

• The Fathers love is revealed when you’re all alone and in the pit of despair and great loss...at the 

bottom of the staircase...where the lost live. 

 

Luke 15:17-19 (NLT2)  
17  “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food 

enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18  I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 

sinned against both heaven and you, 19  and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take 

me on as a hired servant.”’ 

• I’ll go home...I’ll turn around and go home. 

• This is one of the most beautiful scenes in the Bible...do you know why I would say that? 

• The One at the top of the stairs says that there great rejoicing in heaven when a person leaves the 

pit, turns around and heads toward home. 

• Not condemnation, but rejoicing on this stairway to heaven...the Lost Son Stairway. 

• As I read this next section...can you see how wonderful repentance is...this is freedom from the 

pit of despair and great loss. 

• Freedom from the grave! 

 

Luke 15:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 

coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21  His son 

said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being 

called your son.’ 

• The son is repenting and the Father is kissing...WOW! 

• These new steps are upward and they look hard from the pit, but there is a supernatural power 

that lifts a person up toward God, the Father. 

• The Son-Jesus, is the supernatural power that lifts a person up those steps toward the Father. 

• Jacob said...Surely God is in this place and I did not realize it...He calls us from the top of the 

stairway. 
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Luke 15:22-24 (NLT2)  
22  “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a 

ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23  And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must 

celebrate with a feast, 24  for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but 

now he is found.’ So the party began. 

• The finest robe, a beautiful ring, new shoes for your sore feet. 

• You’re not a servant you’re my son! 

• You’re not alone, you’re in the family again. 

• This is the resurrection from the dead...out of the pit...out of the grave! 

• This is when the angels in heaven rejoice...Lost Sheep has been found. 

• The angels on the stairway of God sing because the Lost Coin has been found. 

• The dead are now alive and out of the pit. 

• The lost are now found and back with the Father...all alone now has a family. 

• The pit of despair has been replaced with ribeye’s and celebrations...kill the fattened calf. 

• Yes, the older brother acted like the 8:00 AM crowd in Jesus’ parable about the Vineyard, but 

that didn’t change the stories outcome at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


