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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #7-March 23,2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

Luke 8:8-10 (NLT2) (context is parable of the Sower…WHY PARABLES?) 

When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  
9  His disciples asked him what this parable meant.  
10  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables to 

teach the others so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they look, they won’t really see. When 

they hear, they won’t understand.’ 

 

Jesus’ Parable #20-Laborers in the Vineyard 

Matthew 20:1-16 (NLT2)  
1  “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out early one morning to hire workers 

for his vineyard. 2  He agreed to pay the normal daily wage and sent them out to work.  
3  “At nine o’clock in the morning he was passing through the marketplace and saw some people 

standing around doing nothing. 4  So he hired them, telling them he would pay them whatever was right 

at the end of the day. 5  So they went to work in the vineyard. At noon and again at three o’clock he did 

the same thing. 6  “At five o’clock that afternoon he was in town again and saw some more people 

standing around. He asked them, ‘Why haven’t you been working today?’ 7  “They replied, ‘Because no 

one hired us.’ “The landowner told them, ‘Then go out and join the others in my vineyard.’  
8  “That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and pay them, beginning with the last workers 

first. 9  When those hired at five o’clock were paid, each received a full day’s wage. 10  When those hired 

first came to get their pay, they assumed they would receive more. But they, too, were paid a day’s 

wage. 11  When they received their pay, they protested to the owner, 12  ‘Those people worked only one 

hour, and yet you’ve paid them just as much as you paid us who worked all day in the scorching heat.’  
13  “He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you agree to work all day for the 

usual wage? 14  Take your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you.  
15  Is it against the law for me to do what I want with my money? Should you be jealous because I am 

kind to others?’ 16  “So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last.”  

• I preached a sermon on this parable back in November of 2021 called “Not Too Late”.  

• I’m using some of my notes from that sermon on this parable of Jesus. 

• Which person in the story are you…everyone is in this story somewhere. 

• Early, 9:00, noon, 3:00, 5:00 OR you’re standing in the marketplace doing nothing waiting for it 

to get dark. 

• Why is Jesus telling this parable anyway? 

• There’s more…this is the best part, when the early birds were upset…it’s called the truth. 

 

Matthew 20:13-16 (NLT)  
13  “He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you agree to work all day for the 

usual wage? 14  Take your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you.  
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15  Is it against the law for me to do what I want with my money? Should you be jealous because I am 

kind to others?’ 16  “So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last.”  

 

• Two things I want to dwell on right now. 

• One is this…I’m afraid that much of the church has the mentality of the before lunch crowd. 

• We’ve been doing this vineyard working in the hot sun thing for a long time and how dare you 

new people come in here and act like you’re special. 

• If that is you today, I have a question…is this your vineyard, your kingdom. 

• Are you jealous about something that doesn’t even belong to you in the first place? 

• The Second thing is this…It’s not too late…How wonderful is that thought…as long as the 

Landowner is driving through your neighborhood making job offers it’s not too late. 

• Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God and today you’ve had a job offer! 

• Do you really think standing there doing nothing is going to end well for you? 

• Do you really think this standing there doing nothing is comparable to a job with this generous 

land owner in the Kingdom of Heaven…really? 

• Do you want to really know the heart of the Landowner? 

• Do you want to receive the heart of this Landowner…here it is! 

 

Matthew 20:14-15 (NLT)  
14  Take your money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you. 15  Is it against the law for 

me to do what I want with my money? Should you be jealous because I am kind to others?’ 

 

• Does it offend you that Jesus wants to pay the workers to accept the invitation to come work in 

the vineyard at 5:00 the same as He pays the ones that came at 8:00 in the morning? 

• Would that make you jealous? 

• I am in awe that the King of the Kingdom desires to give the late arrivals the same as the long 

term employees. 

• I am in awe that…this is the heart of God for anyone who will accept the invitation to work in 

His vineyard. 

• That’s the King that I want to spend eternity with…in His kingdom. 

• Sometimes it’s easier to receive grace than to give grace (compare to last week mercy vs justice). 

• So, when would be a good time or the right time to accept the invitation to work in the 

vineyard? 

• Answer…when He calls you to come…TODAY is the day of salvation. 

• I want to ask 3 deep question to make us think today… 

1. Were the 5:00 PM guys there that morning when the Landowner called the early birds…I don’t 

know! 

2. Was the 5:00 guy’s calling the 6th time (early, 9:00, noon, 3:00, 5:00) that the Landowner had 

invited him…I don’t know! 

3. Was the calling of the 5:00 guy that last time he would be invited to work in the vineyard…I 

don’t know. 
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• I do know this…the correct time to respond to the invitation of the Landowner to work in His 

vineyard is when He calls your name and say’s “come”. 

• The Kingdom we are talking about here is eternal, but the calling is not. 

 

John 6:44 (NLT)  
44  For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I 

will raise them up. 

 

• I’ve had several people confess Christ on their death bed…I don’t recommend you wait for that 

moment, but I have to believe God offered them a 5:00 moment of salvation. 

• Is it ever too late…yes…your time can run out…your day can turn into darkness…eternal 

darkness. 

• The Bible says that rejecting the Word can bring a time when your mind can no longer discern 

truth. 

• To reject the Word is to reject God…the Word has become flesh…they are ONE. 

 

Romans 1:28 (NLT2)  
28  Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and 

let them do things that should never be done. 

 

• When is the right time…it’s called “Today”…before it gets dark.  

 

Hebrews 3:7-11 (NLT2)  
7  That is why the Holy Spirit says, “Today when you hear his voice,  
8  don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the wilderness.  
9  There your ancestors tested and tried my patience, even though they saw my miracles for forty years.  
10  So I was angry with them, and I said, ‘Their hearts always turn away from me. They refuse to do what 

I tell them.’ 11  So in my anger I took an oath: ‘They will never enter my place of rest.’”  

 

• This offer to come work in the Father’s vineyard is the greatest expression of love and mercy 

ever given on earth. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NLT)  
1  As God’s partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God’s kindness and then ignore it.  
2  For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you.” Indeed, the 

“right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation.  

 

• Is this your 5:00 moment…do you know anyone like this…I feel like it will be dark soon…the 

Day will be over. 

• I have also had people look me straight in the eye and say that I’ve rejected God my whole life 

and it seems unreasonable to call out to Him now…really! 

• Is this your 5:00 moment…do you know anyone like this? 

• I remember singing an old hymn “Almost Persuaded” (written in 1838-183 years ago) at 

invitation time when I was growing up. 
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Verse 3) “Almost persuaded,” harvest is past! “Almost persuaded,” doom comes at last;   

“Almost” cannot avail;   “Almost” is but to fail!   Sad, sad that bitter wail—  “Almost—but lost!” 

• The people who taught me that song and sang that song with me as a child are mostly all gone. 

• They either went into the light of the King’s eternal vineyard or they went into the darkness of 

hell. 

• The Father is calling people into the vineyard before the harvest time is past. 

• Almost but lost…faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. 

• As of right now…it’s NOT TOO LATE…I don’t know how much longer we can say that. 

• Today, you’ve been called to come work in the landowner’s glorious garden/vineyard…forever. 

• Called…the invitation from God to come join him in the work of preparation and occupation 

of the kingdom of Heaven…the Gospel is His invitation for us to join Him. 

• His Kingdom is coming, and we are preparing (preparations for the occupation) for its 

arrival…our King is coming soon. 

• Who would turn this wonderful offer down…only unbelievers! 

• What’s at stake…the Kingdom of Heaven is at stake. 

• The landowner gave out the paychecks at the end of the day. 

• The Kingdom of Heaven is eternal, but the calling is not. 

• My conclusion to this parable is this…it’s not too late until its too late! 

 

Romans 10:16-17 (NLT2)  
16  But not everyone welcomes the Good News, for Isaiah the prophet said, “LORD, who has believed 

our message?” 17  So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about Christ. 

Jesus’ Parable #21-The Friend at Midnight 

• Jesus tells this next parable in context of Him revealing the Lord’s Prayer. 

• This teaching of Jesus reveals the heavenly value and purpose of prayer. 

Luke 11:5-13 (NLT2)  
5  Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: “Suppose you went to a friend’s house at 

midnight, wanting to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, 6  ‘A friend of mine has just arrived 

for a visit, and I have nothing for him to eat.’ 7  And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, ‘Don’t 

bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’  
8  But I tell you this—though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep knocking long enough, he 

will get up and give you whatever you need because of your shameless persistence. 9  “And so I tell 

you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on 

knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 10  For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, 

finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11  “You fathers—if your children ask for a 

fish, do you give them a snake instead? 12  Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of 

course not! 13  So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”  

• Shameless Persistence…this is clearly valued by God in the issue of prayer. 
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• The Japanese had this shameless persistence concept inside their management style…they didn’t 

take any issue very serious until it was brought up several times from a subordinate. 

• One of the greatest examples of this shameless persistence is Jesus and the Gentile woman. 

Matthew 15:21-28 (NLT2)  
21  Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22  A Gentile woman who 

lived there came to him, pleading, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! For my daughter is 

possessed by a demon that torments her severely.” 23  But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word. Then 

his disciples urged him to send her away. “Tell her to go away,” they said. “She is bothering us with all 

her begging.” 24  Then Jesus said to the woman, “I was sent only to help God’s lost sheep—the people of 

Israel.” 25  But she came and worshiped him, pleading again, “Lord, help me!” 26  Jesus responded, 

“It isn’t right to take food from the children and throw it to the dogs.” 27  She replied, “That’s true, 

Lord, but even dogs are allowed to eat the scraps that fall beneath their master’s table.”  
28  “Dear woman,” Jesus said to her, “your faith is great. Your request is granted.” And her daughter was 

instantly healed.  

• Can you see it…this is how God sees prayer and our shameless persistence! 

“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you 

will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.  
10  For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door 

will be opened.  

• Tracy Briscoe shared this next part of the parable with me in the hospital, just before he died. 

11  “You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead?  
12  Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not!  
13  So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”  

Jesus’ Parable #22-The Good Samaritan 

• If that last parable was about the shameless persistence of prayer…this one is about giving 

mercy. 

Luke 10:29-37 (NLT2)  
29  The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  
30  Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling on a trip from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he 

was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the 

road. 31  “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other 

side of the road and passed him by. 32  A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying there, 

but he also passed by on the other side. 33  “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the 

man, he felt compassion for him. 34  Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil 

and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he 

took care of him. 35  The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of 

this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’  
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36  “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” 

Jesus asked. 37  The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and 

do the same.”  

• This Samaritan is equal to the Gentile woman in the previous story…unclean by Jewish 

standards. 

• The Jews considered the Samaritans to be half-breeds and unclean under Jewish law. 

• The Samaritans only held to the first 5 books as inspired of God (the Pentateuch). 

• The Samaritans were not allowed in the Temple worship in Jerusalem in the time of Jesus. 

• The Jews were like the 8:00 AM people in the Vineyard parable and the Samaritans were the 

5:00 crowd…they didn’t like the idea that they could come into the Vineyard, the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 

• The best we can tell…the Samaritan woman at the well was the first time Jesus revealed himself 

as Messiah outside his small group of disciples. 

• I thank God for His wonderful mercy and this parable reveals the first two religious Jewish guys 

as empty religion…Law or religious legalism without mercy. 

James 3:17-18 (NLT2)  
17  But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing 

to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.  
18  And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness. 

Matthew 9:10-13 (NLT2)  
10  Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax 

collectors and other disreputable sinners. 11  But when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 

“Why does your teacher eat with such scum?” 12  When Jesus heard this, he said, “Healthy people don’t 

need a doctor—sick people do.” 13  Then he added, “Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: ‘I 

want you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’ For I have come to call not those who think they are 

righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”  

• Do you know where Jesus began his ministry…the starting point, location, people? 

• Galilee…a place and people that many Jews considered to be even lower class than Samaritans.  

Matthew 4:12-17 (NLT2)  
12  When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to Galilee.  
13  He went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, in the 

region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14  This fulfilled what God said through the prophet Isaiah:  
15  “In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, in Galilee where so 

many Gentiles live, 16  the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived 

in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” 17  From then on Jesus began to preach, 

“Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”  

 


