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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #6-March 16, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

Mark 4:10-14 (NLT2) WHY PARABLES???? 
10  Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered around, 

they asked him what the parables meant.  
11  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables for 

everything I say to outsiders,  
12  so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing. When they 

hear what I say, they will not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me and be forgiven.’”  
13  Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 

understand all the other parables?  
14  The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others.  

 

Jesus’ Parable #17-The Rich Fool-Eat, Drink and Be Merry 

Luke 12:13-21 (NLT2)  
13  Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s estate 

with me.” 14  Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as that?”  
15  Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much 

you own.” 16  Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops.  
17  He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18  Then he said, ‘I know! 

I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and 

other goods. 19  And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years 

to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ 20  “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will 

die this very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’ 21  “Yes, a person is a fool to 

store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”  

• The battle for stuff, possessions and wealth is the battle for the human heart…what we will put 

our trust in…where we find our security. 

• Jesus gives us a warning in verse 15 that precedes the parable…“Beware! Guard against every 

kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.”  

• Let’s be honest, much of the American culture measures success by the amount of a person’s 

possessions. 

• This is where Jesus’ parable begins…after the warning of greed and the pursuit of life’s purpose 

and security through money and stuff. 

• The rich man in Jesus’ story had much, but he wanted more…this is the first warning sign of 

greed. 

• How much is enough…greed says you never have enough, and you are never satisfied with what 

you have. 

Hebrews 13:5-6 (NLT2)  
5  Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never fail you. I will 
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never abandon you.” 6  So we can say with confidence, “The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear. 

What can mere people do to me?”  

• John the Baptist reveals this greed vs. contentment thing as well…gives an urgent warning 

about the coming wrath of God and the ax of God’s judgment is ready to strike the tree. 

Luke 3:7-14 (NLT2)  
7  When the crowds came to John for baptism, he said, “You brood of snakes! Who warned you to flee 

God’s coming wrath? 8  Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to 

God. Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means 

nothing, for I tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very stones. 9  Even now the ax of 

God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, every tree that does not produce 

good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.” 10  The crowds asked, “What should we 

do?”  
11  John replied, “If you have two shirts, give one to the poor. If you have food, share it with those 

who are hungry.” 12  Even corrupt tax collectors came to be baptized and asked, “Teacher, what should 

we do?” 13  He replied, “Collect no more taxes than the government requires.” 14  “What should we do?” 

asked some soldiers. John replied, “Don’t extort money or make false accusations. And be content 

with your pay.”  

1 Timothy 6:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 7  After all, we brought nothing with us 

when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it.  
8  So if we have enough food and clothing, let us be content. 

• Why so much warning…why so much rebuke…greed and the pursuit of worldly wealth is a form 

of idolatry…putting you trust in the wrong thing/person…looking for security in another. 

Colossians 3:5-6 (NLT2)  
5  So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, 

worshiping the things of this world. 6  Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 

• Why…Jesus’ parable explains the why…“But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very 

night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’  

• Without God…you can’t hold onto any of it…even your own life. 

Matthew 16:26 (NLT2)  
26  And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more 

than your soul? 

• King Solomon was one of the richest men on earth and he had many possessions, but he came to 

the sad conclusion…who’s going to get it all when you die? 

Ecclesiastes 2:18-26 (NLT2)  
18  I came to hate all my hard work here on earth, for I must leave to others everything I have earned.  
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19  And who can tell whether my successors will be wise or foolish? Yet they will control everything I 

have gained by my skill and hard work under the sun. How meaningless! 20  So I gave up in despair, 

questioning the value of all my hard work in this world. 21  Some people work wisely with knowledge 

and skill, then must leave the fruit of their efforts to someone who hasn’t worked for it. This, too, is 

meaningless, a great tragedy. 22  So what do people get in this life for all their hard work and anxiety?  
23  Their days of labor are filled with pain and grief; even at night their minds cannot rest. It is all 

meaningless. 24  So I decided there is nothing better than to enjoy food and drink and to find satisfaction 

in work. Then I realized that these pleasures are from the hand of God. 25  For who can eat or enjoy 

anything apart from him? 26  God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy to those who please him. But if a 

sinner becomes wealthy, God takes the wealth away and gives it to those who please him. This, too, is 

meaningless—like chasing the wind.  

• Everything is meaningless…like chasing after the wind…it’s all foolishness because you can’t 

catch it or hold onto it…“Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich 

relationship with God.”  

• Unless…you could live forever…that would change everything… 

Revelation 21:5-7 (NLT2)  
5  And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to me, 

“Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.” 6  And he also said, “It is finished! I am 

the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the 

springs of the water of life. 7  All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be 

their God, and they will be my children. 

Jesus’ Parable #18-The Barren Fig Tree 

Luke 13:1-9 (NLT2)  
1  About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from Galilee as they were 

offering sacrifices at the Temple. 2  “Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why they suffered? 3  Not at all! And you will perish, too, 

unless you repent of your sins and turn to God. 4  And what about the eighteen people who died when 

the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? 5  No, and I tell you again 

that unless you repent, you will perish, too.” 6  Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in 

his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed.  
7  Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve waited three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it 

down. It’s just taking up space in the garden.’ 8  “The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. 

Leave it another year, and I’ll give it special attention and plenty of fertilizer.  
9  If we get figs next year, fine. If not, then you can cut it down.’”  

• It’s important to notice the context of this parable of the Barren Fig Tree… No, and I tell you 

again that unless you repent, you will perish, too.” 

• Fig trees are supposed to bear figs…this is their purpose on the earth. 

• There is another hidden meaning inside this parable…Israel is the Fig Tree that refused to repent 

and bear fruit after 3 years of Jesus’ ministry on the earth…they were cast aside for a season. 
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Hosea 9:10 (NLT2)  
10  The LORD says, “O Israel, when I first found you, it was like finding fresh grapes in the desert. 

When I saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the first ripe figs of the season. But then they deserted 

me for Baal-peor, giving themselves to that shameful idol. Soon they became vile, as vile as the god 

they worshiped.  

 

• Why does Jesus connect the lack of repentance to a Barren Fig Tree (Israel’s example)? 

• Repentance brings forgiveness of sin and a restored relationship with God. 

• This repentance allows the real purpose and mission of life to be fulfilled. 

• God’s mercy allows time for repentance (give it 1 more year), but the tree/life must bear fruit or 

it will become useless and thrown into the fire. 

Matthew 7:15-21 (NLT2)  
15  “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves.  
16  You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17  A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad 

fruit.  
18  A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19  So every tree that does 

not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20  Yes, just as you can identify a tree 

by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! 

Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven 

will enter.  

Matthew 12:33-37 (NLT2)  
33  “A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be good. If a tree is bad, its fruit will be 

bad. 34  You brood of snakes! How could evil men like you speak what is good and right? For whatever 

is in your heart determines what you say. 35  A good person produces good things from the treasury of a 

good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart.  
36  And I tell you this, you must give an account on judgment day for every idle word you speak.  
37  The words you say will either acquit you or condemn you.” 

• This has been the theme of Jesus since He first began preaching to the people. 

Matthew 4:12-17 (NLT2)  
12  When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to Galilee.  
13  He went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, in the 

region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14  This fulfilled what God said through the prophet Isaiah:  
15  “In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, in Galilee where so 

many Gentiles live, 16  the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived in 

the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” 17  From then on Jesus began to preach, 

“Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”  

• And yes, a person can run out of time…cut the tree down and throw it into the fire. 

Jesus’ Parable #19-The Unforgiving Servant 
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Matthew 18:21-35 (NLT2)  
21  Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? 

Seven times?” 22  “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!  
23  “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to bring his accounts up 

to date with servants who had borrowed money from him. 24  In the process, one of his debtors was 

brought in who owed him millions of dollars. 25  He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be 

sold—along with his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 26  “But the man fell 

down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’  
27  Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him and forgave his debt.  
28  “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a few thousand 

dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment. 29  “His fellow servant fell down 

before him and begged for a little more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded.  
30  But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid 

in full. 31  “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the king and 

told him everything that had happened. 32  Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, 

‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me.  
33  Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’  
34  Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt.  
35  “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and 

sisters from your heart.”  

• Peter was seeking the measurement of true justice…surely 7 times is true justice. 

• Mercy or Justice…which one do we truly desire? 

• Man’s heart is corrupted and doesn’t correlate with the heart of God’s true justice (490 times). 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NLT2)  
4  Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud  
5  or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 

• This next part is why Jesus is telling this parable/story...are you ready for this? 

Matthew 18:31-34 (NLT2)  
31  “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the king and told him 

everything that had happened. 32  Then the king called in the man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil 

servant! I forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 33  Shouldn’t you have 

mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 34  Then the angry king sent the man to 

prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 

• Do you want justice or mercy...be careful how you answer that question! 

• That million-dollar debtor wanted mercy, but he gave justice...that doesn’t balance out in the 

presence of the KING. 

• If you want mercy, you must give mercy. 

• If you demand justice, then you will receive justice. 

• Has anyone ever wronged you...does anyone owe you an apology or owe you a debt? 
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• Do you want justice? 

• The law says you can demand justice and demand payment in full...but do you really want 

justice. 

• The deceitful human heart wants to receive mercy but offers justice to others. 

• That won’t balance out when we enter the presence of the King. 

• Now, how did all this Jesus story begin...Peter asked a question. 

• “Lord, how often should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven times?”  
22  “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven!  

• Is any of this confusing? 

• Do you need 3-4 weeks of deep study, prayer and fasting to understand any of this parable? 

• Jesus has told us that the Kingdom of Heaven is revealed in this story. 

• There’s one more verse from Jesus in this story...the conclusion of the matter regarding the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

Matthew 18:35 (NLT2)  
35  “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters 

from your heart.” 

• There are people sitting in church every week that have refused to give mercy and 

forgiveness to others. 

• Are you sure you want to give them justice instead of mercy...are you absolutely sure? 

• Is this too complicated to understand...no....it’s absolutely black and white clear. 

• You want mercy...you give mercy. 

• You want justice...you get justice. 

• There’s another deceitful heart point in here...this 490 Mercy Moment choice...it doesn’t just 

affect you. 

• If you refuse to give forgiveness and mercy...it doesn’t just affect you, but it affects you 

whole family. 

• I’m convinced that generational curses can find their origins in this cry for justice while 

refusing mercy. 

• This story of Jesus isn’t some isolated Truth moment...it’s all throughout the Scriptures. 

• Do you remember the Lord’s Prayer? 

Matthew 6:12 (NIV)  

12  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from the evil one.'  

• I’ve heard it said that failing to give forgiveness is like you taking a poison pill and waiting for 

the other person to die. 

• You’re killing yourself and you are destroying the blessing of your family. 

• God wants to forgive you and wipe your debts from the books...He wants to give you mercy. 

• When we stand before God on the last day…do you think we will ask for justice or mercy? 


