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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #5-March 9, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. WHY PARABLES? 

Luke 8:8-10 (NLT2) (context is parable of the Sower) 

When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  
9  His disciples asked him what this parable meant.  
10  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables to 

teach the others so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they look, they won’t really see. When 

they hear, they won’t understand.’ 

 

Jesus’ Parable #14-The Fishing Net 

Matthew 13:47-52 (NLT2)  
47  “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into the water and caught fish of 

every kind.  
48  When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish into 

crates, but threw the bad ones away.  
49  That is the way it will be at the end of the world. The angels will come and separate the wicked 

people from the righteous,  
50  throwing the wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
51  Do you understand all these things?” “Yes,” they said, “we do.”  
52  Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is 

like a homeowner who brings from his storeroom new gems of truth as well as old.”  

• Jesus is revealing this new teaching to the Jewish people…offering them a new gem of truth to 

go along with the Old Covenant. 

• This parable sounds a lot like the Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (tares). 

• Some will and some won’t…the net is thrown wide, and some will, and some won’t. 

• There is a time when those in the net will be divided. 

• The message of the cross divides (some fish have ears)…but we keep casting the net. 

• You can drop Jesus into the middle of a crowd, and He will divide that crowd. 

 

Luke 12:51-53 (NLT2)  
51  Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide people against each 

other! 52  From now on families will be split apart, three in favor of me, and two against—or two in favor 

and three against. 53  ‘Father will be divided against son and son against father; mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother; and mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.’”  

 

Matthew 12:30 (NLT2)  
30  “Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and anyone who isn’t working with me is actually working 

against me.  
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• The Apostle Paul describes this love/hate world relationship to the church at Galatia. 

 

Galatians 6:14 (NLT2)  
14  As for me, may I never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of 

that cross, my interest in this world has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me has also 

died. 

 

• But something is quietly happening around the world since the time of Jesus and Paul…the seeds 

of the Gospel are being sown in these fields of man…the net is being cast. 

• The unstoppable movement of God called the church is being established around the world. 

• Yes, there is opposition and yes there is great risk and great danger, but the church has 

begun...the seed has been sown and the net is being cast. 

• Yes, some of the seed has fallen along the path, and the rock and yes, the thistles will choke out 

some of those seeds, but some of those seeds will find good soil. 

• Some will, and some won’t. 

• How many of you have planted a crop or a garden? 

• Would you not plant a garden...if you thought some of the seeds would fail to survive? 

• Would you not go fishing if you thought you would catch a “non-keeper” (Crappie gage). 

• Some will, and some won’t...but we still plant our gardens. 

• Jesus gives us a promise regarding this supernatural seed garden project... 

 

Matthew 13:23 (NLT2)  
23  The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and 

produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!” 

 

• It’s not our church and they’re not our seeds and it’s not even our harvest. 

• It’s good seed and some will, and some won’t take when they are sown…but we keep fishing. 

• The seed is the Word and that Word is not of man...That’s why it’s unstoppable. 

• And even though the seed is perfect...some will, and some won’t have ears to hear. 

 

Matthew 16:18 (NLT2)  
18  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, 

and all the powers of hell will not conquer it. 

 

• Some will, and some won’t. 

• This is the story of man...some will, and some won’t. 

• It’s a mystery to me, but it’s not a mystery to God. 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living and 
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the dead when he appears to set up his Kingdom: 2  Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether 

the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.  

 

• Preach the Word...sow the seed and cast the net (go fishing)…some will, and some won’t...this 

too is a mystery. 

• It seems obvious that preachers will preach the Word, right? 

• If you just preach the Word...some will believe it and some won’t...just accept that as a fact. 

• But some won’t...just preach the Word...they will water it down in an attempt to get more people 

to believe it...let’s make the seed more attractive and more tasty to the masses. 

• No...that’s not how it works...just preach the Word...don’t add to it or take away from it. 

• This truth of God’s Word stands on its own authority, the authority of Christ. 

• Use prophesy to reveal the future and use the Bible to interpret the Bible. 

• People need to know what’s coming…we must warn them about what’s coming. 

• The Scriptures even tell us what’s going to happen near the end. 

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NLT2)  
3  For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will 

follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to 

hear. 4  They will reject the truth and chase after myths.  

 

• Some will, and some won’t…but we keep fishing. 

• Some are going to reject the truth and chase after myths...it’s ok. 

• Some are going to reject the truth and walk straight into the darkness...it’s ok. 

• Some preachers are going to tickle people’s ears in an effort to be accepted and loved by the 

world...it’s ok...The Holy Spirit revealed this beforehand. 

• Why is it ok...because some will, and some won’t…but we must never forget what’s at stake 

here. 

• When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish 

into crates, but threw the bad ones away. 49  That is the way it will be at the end of the world. 

The angels will come and separate the wicked people from the righteous, 50  throwing the 

wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

Jesus’ Parable #15-The Heart of Man 

 

Matthew 15:7-11 (NLT2)  
7  You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote,  
8  ‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  
9  Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.’”  
10  Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said, “and try to understand.  
11  It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled by the words that come out of 

your mouth.”  
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Lips vs. hearts…talk is cheap, but talk doesn’t always represent the true content of a person’s 

heart. 

• This particular conflict between Jesus and the Jewish leaders came about because Jesus’ 

disciples were not following the Jewish tradition of hand washing. 

• The Jews though this lack of hand washing would spiritually defile them…but they were missing 

the larger issue of the human heart before God. 

• They were looking at it backwards (not mouth to heart, but heart to mouth). 

• This is where I’ll connect Mark’s account of this same parable to Matthew’s. 

 

Mark 7:14-23 (NLT2)  
14  Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “All of you listen,” he said, “and try to understand.  
15  It’s not what goes into your body that defiles you; you are defiled by what comes from your heart.”  
17  Then Jesus went into a house to get away from the crowd, and his disciples asked him what he meant 

by the parable he had just used.  
18  “Don’t you understand either?” he asked. “Can’t you see that the food you put into your body cannot 

defile you?  
19  Food doesn’t go into your heart, but only passes through the stomach and then goes into the sewer.” 

(By saying this, he declared that every kind of food is acceptable in God’s eyes.)  
20  And then he added, “It is what comes from inside that defiles you.  
21  For from within, out of a person’s heart, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder,  
22  adultery, greed, wickedness, deceit, lustful desires, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness.  
23  All these vile things come from within; they are what defile you.”  

 

• This goes back to the greatest commandment. 

 

Matthew 22:35-40 (NLT2)  
35  One of them, an expert in religious law, tried to trap him with this question:  
36  “Teacher, which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?”  
37  Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 

mind.’  
38  This is the first and greatest commandment.  
39  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
40  The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.”  

 

• A divided heart is idolatry…we cannot serve two masters. 

• I love this Old Testament example of a divided heart and its consequences. 

 

2 Chronicles 16:7-10 (NLT2)  
7  At that time Hanani the seer came to King Asa and told him, “Because you have put your trust in the 

king of Aram instead of in the LORD your God, you missed your chance to destroy the army of the king 

of Aram.  
8  Don’t you remember what happened to the Ethiopians and Libyans and their vast army, with all of 

their chariots and charioteers? At that time you relied on the LORD, and he handed them over to you.  
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9  The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 

committed to him. What a fool you have been! From now on you will be at war.”  
10  Asa became so angry with Hanani for saying this that he threw him into prison and put him in stocks. 

At that time Asa also began to oppress some of his people.  

• Your word is you…not an alien being…your word is you…what comes out of your mouth from 

your heart is the real you. 

 

Matthew 15:18 (NLT2)  
18  But the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles you. 

 

Jesus’ Parable #16-The Lost Sheep 

 

Luke 15:3-7 (NLT2)  
3  So Jesus told them this story:  
4  “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-

nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it?  
5  And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders.  
6  When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I 

have found my lost sheep.’  
7  In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than 

over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 

 

• This is why we have a follow-up system at the church…for those who stop coming to services. 

 

Ezekiel 34:1-16 (NLT2)  
1  Then this message came to me from the LORD:  
2  “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds, the leaders of Israel. Give them this message from the 

Sovereign LORD: What sorrow awaits you shepherds who feed yourselves instead of your flocks. 

Shouldn’t shepherds feed their sheep?  
3  You drink the milk, wear the wool, and butcher the best animals, but you let your flocks starve.  
4  You have not taken care of the weak. You have not tended the sick or bound up the injured. You have 

not gone looking for those who have wandered away and are lost. Instead, you have ruled them with 

harshness and cruelty.  
5  So my sheep have been scattered without a shepherd, and they are easy prey for any wild animal.  
6  They have wandered through all the mountains and all the hills, across the face of the earth, yet no one 

has gone to search for them.  
7  “Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD:  
8  As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, you abandoned my flock and left them to be attacked by 

every wild animal. And though you were my shepherds, you didn’t search for my sheep when they were 

lost. You took care of yourselves and left the sheep to starve.  
9  Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD.  
10  This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I now consider these shepherds my enemies, and I will hold 

them responsible for what has happened to my flock. I will take away their right to feed the flock, and I 
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will stop them from feeding themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths; the sheep will no 

longer be their prey.  
11  “For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search and find my sheep.  
12  I will be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock. I will find my sheep and rescue them from all 

the places where they were scattered on that dark and cloudy day.  
13  I will bring them back home to their own land of Israel from among the peoples and nations. I will 

feed them on the mountains of Israel and by the rivers and in all the places where people live.  
14  Yes, I will give them good pastureland on the high hills of Israel. There they will lie down in pleasant 

places and feed in the lush pastures of the hills.  
15  I myself will tend my sheep and give them a place to lie down in peace, says the Sovereign LORD.  
16  I will search for my lost ones who strayed away, and I will bring them safely home again. I will 

bandage the injured and strengthen the weak. But I will destroy those who are fat and powerful. I will 

feed them, yes—feed them justice!  

 

• The Good Shepherd has clearly instructed us to go after the lost sheep…we should make every 

effort to do so. 

• Notice how Jesus describes the Kingdom of Heaven’s response when one lost sheep is brought 

back home. 

• In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to 

God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 

 

Jude 1:22-23 (NLT2)  
22  And you must show mercy to those whose faith is wavering.  
23  Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. Show mercy to still others, but do so 

with great caution, hating the sins that contaminate their lives. 

 

• Finally, this is the final scene of the Apostle Paul with the elders of the Ephesus Church before 

he leaves for Jerusalem. 

 

Acts 20:25-31 (NLT2)  

25  “And now I know that none of you to whom I have preached the Kingdom will ever see me again.  
26  I declare today that I have been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, it’s not my fault,  
27  for I didn’t shrink from declaring all that God wants you to know.  
28  “So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, 

purchased with his own blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders.  
29  I know that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among you after I leave, not sparing 

the flock.  

30  Even some men from your own group will rise up and distort the truth in order to draw a following.  
31  Watch out! Remember the three years I was with you—my constant watch and care over you night 

and day, and my many tears for you.  
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