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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #3-February 23, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

Luke 8:8-10 (NLT2) (why parables, this context is parable of the Sower) 

When he had said this, he called out, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  
9  His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the 

secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables to teach the others so that the Scriptures might be 

fulfilled: ‘When they look, they won’t really see. When they hear, they won’t understand.’ 

 

Jesus’ Parable #8-The Speck and the Log 

Matthew 7:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 2  For you will be treated as you treat others. The 

standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged. 3  “And why worry about a 

speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? 4  How can you think of saying to your 

friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in your own 

eye? 5  Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the 

speck in your friend’s eye.  

• This is one of the most quoted and well-known parables of Jesus. 

• It is also one of the most misquoted and misunderstood teaching of Jesus. 

• Do not judge others, and you will not be judged…does this mean we should not hold another 

brother/sister accountable for right and wrong? 

• The Apostle Paul gives the church clear instructions about this “judging others” topic. 

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 (NLT2)  
9  When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin.  
10  But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or 

worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that. 11  I meant that you are not 

to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or 

worships idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people.  
12  It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your responsibility to judge those 

inside the church who are sinning. 13  God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, 

“You must remove the evil person from among you.”  

• The people that quote Jesus’ Parable don’t usually quote the Apostle Paul’s teaching to the 

church. 

• Yes, there is a danger that comes from self-righteousness and we must guard ourselves carefully 

on this issue. 

Ezekiel 3:10 (NLT2)  
10  Then he added, “Son of man, let all my words sink deep into your own heart first. Listen to them 

carefully for yourself. 
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• Paul demonstrates this danger in his letter to the Roman church. 

Romans 2:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no excuse! When 

you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, for you who judge 

others do these very same things. 2  And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does 

such things. 3  Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s 

judgment when you do the same things? 4  Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient 

God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn 

you from your sin?  

• Repentance is the real issue here…you can’t condemn someone for a sin that you are also living 

in. 

• Jesus’ parable doesn’t tell you to NOT hold your brother accountable…no…Jesus tells us to 

FIRST take the log out of your own eye and then… Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your 

own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye. 

• Ultimately what is the goal…to get the sin out of both people…it’s called repentance and it is 

core to the gospel message of Christ. 

• Self-righteousness is deadly because it prevents a person from examining their own heart before 

God. 

Luke 13:1-5 (NLT2)  
1  About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from Galilee as they were 

offering sacrifices at the Temple. 2  “Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

people from Galilee?” Jesus asked. “Is that why they suffered? 3  Not at all! And you will perish, too, 

unless you repent of your sins and turn to God. 4  And what about the eighteen people who died when 

the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? 5  No, and I tell you again 

that unless you repent, you will perish, too.”  

Jesus’ Parable #9-House on the Rock or Sand 

• It’s important to remember that previous statement of Jesus, “I tell you again that unless you 

repent, you will perish, too” before we read this next parable. 

Matthew 7:24-27 (NLT2)  
24  “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on 

solid rock. 25  Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that 

house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26  But anyone who hears my teaching and 

ignores it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 27  When the rains and floods come and 

the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”  

• Listens and obeys…that applies to all the teachings of Jesus.  

• The wise man doesn’t just listen or hear…he obeys and lives a life of submission and obedience 

to the Word of God… Son of man, let all my words sink deep into your own heart first. Listen 

to them carefully for yourself. 
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• James repeats this message to the church…the Word has the power to save your soul…saving a 

person from a foolish life. 

James 1:19-25 (NLT2)  
19  Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow 

to get angry. 20  Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires. 21  So get rid of all the 

filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has 

the power to save your souls. 22  But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. 

Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 23  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like 

glancing at your face in a mirror. 24  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.  
25  But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t 

forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.  

• Notice that in Jesus’ parable…both the wise and the foolish experienced the storm, but only one 

survived the storm…the one that stood on the rock of the Word through faithful obedience. 

Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT2)  
21  “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those 

who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22  On judgment day many will say to me, 

‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many 

miracles in your name.’ 23  But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s 

laws.’  

Jesus’ Parable # 10-The Weeds Among the Wheat 

Matthew 13:24-30 (NLT2)  
24  Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who planted good seed in 

his field. 25  But that night as the workers slept, his enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat, 

then slipped away. 26  When the crop began to grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew.  
27  “The farmer’s workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full of 

weeds! Where did they come from?’ 28  “‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer exclaimed. “‘Should we 

pull out the weeds?’ they asked. 29  “‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do.  
30  Let both grow together until the harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them 

into bundles, and burn them, and to put the wheat in the barn.’”  

• When I got to parable #10…I stopped to notice how all of them are tied together (Kingdom of 

Heaven, seeds, word, good, evil, harvest and lost). 

• Jesus lived among an agricultural society, and they truly understood the agricultural illustrations. 

• Good seeds and bad seeds…truth and lies…good and evil…weeds were planted among the 

wheat. 

• The wheat and the weeds grow side by side…this is the way of the world today. 

• The truth is revealed… Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full of weeds! Where 

did they come from?’ 28  “‘An enemy has done this! 

• Notice that it doesn’t seem practical to ignore the weeds or pretend like the weeds are just funny 

looking wheat. 
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• So, what should we do…now that we know the truth about the enemy and the weeds? 

• Should we go now into the field and pull up the weeds…no…that would uproot the wheat. 

• This brings up another huge point…who is in charge of the harvest anyway? 

• I am not in charge of the harvest…I am supposed to receive the seed by faith, live under the 

authority of that seed and sow that seed into every field I can. 

• The harvest belongs to God…not man. 

• Later in the chapter, Jesus explains the weeds, wheat and  harvest in great detail for everyone to 

understand. 

Matthew 13:36-43 (NLT2)  
36  Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His disciples said, “Please explain to us 

the story of the weeds in the field.” 37  Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the good 

seed. 38  The field is the world, and the good seed represents the people of the Kingdom. The weeds 

are the people who belong to the evil one. 39  The enemy who planted the weeds among the wheat is 

the devil. The harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are the angels.  
40  “Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the world.  
41  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will remove from his Kingdom everything that causes 

sin and all who do evil. 42  And the angels will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. 

Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand! [the mystery] 

• That doesn’t leave much to interpretation…it’s pretty clear…and yet many still don’t have ears 

to hear, believe and understand. 

• That’s why we must continue to sow seeds. 

• This next Scripture is the one (the mystery) that immediately precedes Jesus’ parable of the 

Sower. 

Mark 4:10-13 (NLT2)  
10  Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered around, 

they asked him what the parables meant.  
11  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use parables for 

everything I say to outsiders, 12  so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they see what I do, they 

will learn nothing. When they hear what I say, they will not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me 

and be forgiven.’” 13  Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how 

will you understand all the other parables?  

• Compare these next two Scriptures to Jesus’ clear description of the weeds, wheat and harvesting 

angels…gathering for the fire of hell. 

John 15:1-8 (NLT2)  
1  “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2  He cuts off every branch of mine that 

doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  
3  You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.  
4  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the 
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vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. 5  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  
6  Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches 

are gathered into a pile to be burned. 7  But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may 

ask for anything you want, and it will be granted! 8  When you produce much fruit, you are my true 

disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.  

• Remain in me…why? 

• What if you don’t produce fruit…what does that mean? 

• What happens to the branches/weeds that have no fruit for the farmer/master? 

Matthew 24:30-31 (NLT2)  
30  And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there will be 

deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And he will send out his angels with the mighty blast 

of a trumpet, and they will gather his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends 

of the earth and heaven. 

Mark 13:26-27 (NLT2)  

26  Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds with great power and glory.  
27  And he will send out his angels to gather his chosen ones from all over the world—from the 

farthest ends of the earth and heaven. 

• What does the Master, the Landowner, the Gardener expect from the perfect seed…a good crop, 

a good harvest at the end of the growing season! 

Revelation 14:14-20 (NLT2)  
14  Then I saw a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was someone like the Son of Man. He had a gold 

crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15  Then another angel came from the Temple and 

shouted to the one sitting on the cloud, “Swing the sickle, for the time of harvest has come; the crop on 

earth is ripe.” 16  So the one sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the whole earth 

was harvested. 17  After that, another angel came from the Temple in heaven, and he also had a sharp 

sickle. 18  Then another angel, who had power to destroy with fire, came from the altar. He shouted to 

the angel with the sharp sickle, “Swing your sickle now to gather the clusters of grapes from the 

vines of the earth, for they are ripe for judgment.” 19  So the angel swung his sickle over the earth and 

loaded the grapes into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 20  The grapes were trampled in the winepress 

outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress in a stream about 180 miles long and as high as a 

horse’s bridle.  

• The best we can tell, the Valley of Jehoshaphat is the Kidron Valley that runs between 

Jerusalem’s eastern gate and the Mount of Olives. 

• It’s called the valley of decision…why? 

• Jesus has told us in advance that He will return to the Mount of Olives as King of kings and enter 

through Jerusalem’s Eastern Gate to take the throne of His ancestor David.  

• The valley of decision…thousands and thousands in the valley of decision. 
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Joel 3:11-21 (NLT2)  
11  Come quickly, all you nations everywhere. Gather together in the valley.” And now, O LORD, 

call out your warriors! 12  “Let the nations be called to arms. Let them march to the valley of 

Jehoshaphat. There I, the LORD, will sit to pronounce judgment on them all. 13  Swing the sickle, for 

the harvest is ripe. Come, tread the grapes, for the winepress is full. The storage vats are overflowing 

with the wickedness of these people.” 14  Thousands upon thousands are waiting in the valley of 

decision. There the day of the LORD will soon arrive. 15  The sun and moon will grow dark, and the 

stars will no longer shine. 16  The LORD’s voice will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem, and 

the heavens and the earth will shake. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a strong fortress for 

the people of Israel. 17  “Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, live in Zion, my holy 

mountain. Jerusalem will be holy forever, and foreign armies will never conquer her again.  
18  In that day the mountains will drip with sweet wine, and the hills will flow with milk. Water will fill 

the streambeds of Judah, and a fountain will burst forth from the LORD’s Temple, watering the arid 

valley of acacias. 19  But Egypt will become a wasteland and Edom will become a wilderness, because 

they attacked the people of Judah and killed innocent people in their land.  
20  “But Judah will be filled with people forever, and Jerusalem will endure through all generations.  
21  I will pardon my people’s crimes, which I have not yet pardoned; and I, the LORD, will make 

my home in Jerusalem with my people.”  

• What did you think the harvest was going to look like? 

• He who has ears to hear should listen and understand what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

• That’s why Jesus uses parables! 

• He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of God. But I use 

parables to teach the others so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they look, they won’t 

really see. When they hear, they won’t understand.’ 

 


