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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #2-Feb. 16, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

Mark 4:10-13 (NLT2)  

10  Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered around, 

they asked him what the parables meant. 11  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of 

the Kingdom of God. But I use parables for everything I say to outsiders,  
12  so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing. When they 

hear what I say, they will not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me and be forgiven.’”  
13  Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 

understand all the other parables?  

• That statement in verse 13 is directed toward the Parable of the Sower 

Jesus’ Parable #4-The Lamp 

• This next parable follows immediately after the Parable of the Sower 

Mark 4:21-25 (NLT2)  
21  Then Jesus asked them, “Would anyone light a lamp and then put it under a basket or under a bed? Of 

course not! A lamp is placed on a stand, where its light will shine. 22  For everything that is hidden will 

eventually be brought into the open, and every secret will be brought to light. 23  Anyone with ears to 

hear should listen and understand.” 24  Then he added, “Pay close attention to what you hear. The closer 

you listen, the more understanding you will be given—and you will receive even more.  
25  To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But for those who are not 

listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them.”  

• What is the seed and what is the light…the seed is the Word of God. and the Light is 

Jesus…both represent the Word! 

• You are to sow the seed and shine the light…this is the mission of the church. 

• Tell the Truth and turn on the Light. 

• The Light of Truth must penetrate the darkness of the human heart to overcome sin and death. 

• We are all possessed by the spirit of Satan until a Strong Man (Jesus) comes into us and casts out 

the evil spirit. 

• The Seed and the Light represent the power to set us free…they produce a fruitful harvest of 

souls for God. 

• Why would anyone hide the Light that rescued them from eternal darkness? 

• Why would anyone reject the seed that allows the Holy One’s entry into our hearts to drive out 

the evil one? 

• Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand…same message to all 7 churches in 

Revelation. 

• Notice that Jesus connects “those who listen to my teaching” to the Lamp. 
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• More understanding will be given…more Light…more Jesus…spiritual maturity. 

• Refuse to listen to the teaching…less light…eventually no light…fruitless darkness. 

John 8:12 (NLT2)  
12  Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you 

won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”  

• (Parable) the revelation of heavenly things…there is no darkness in God or in God’s presence. 

• Hiding or suppressing the light and truth is the work of Satan, not God. 

• Who would be ashamed of the Light…as it is revealed in The Revelation below? 

Revelation 21:21-25 (NLT2)  
21  The twelve gates were made of pearls—each gate from a single pearl! And the main street was pure 

gold, as clear as glass. 22  I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23  And the city has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city, and the 

Lamb is its light. 24  The nations will walk in its light, and the kings of the world will enter the city in all 

their glory. 25  Its gates will never be closed at the end of day because there is no night there.  

Mark 8:37-38 (NLT2)  
37  Is anything worth more than your soul? 38  If anyone is ashamed of me and my message [the Light 

and the Seed] in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when 

he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Jesus’ Parable #5-The Growing Seed 

• This parable follows immediately after the Parable of the Lamp 

Mark 4:26-29 (NLT2)  
26  Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground.  
27  Night and day, while he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not understand 

how it happens. 28  The earth produces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade pushes through, then the 

heads of wheat are formed, and finally the grain ripens. 29  And as soon as the grain is ready, the farmer 

comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the harvest time has come.”  

• Do you know how seeds work…how they grow and produce a harvest? 

• Do you know how the Word of God pierces the human heart and brings repentance? 

• Do you know how the Spirit of God works through the Light and the Truth? 

• The seed of man is placed inside a woman and (the seed and egg) that union produces a 

person…a new life. 

• That new life is born with an expiration date, like perishable produce. 

• Humans can only reproduce perishable produce…we need a new seed (Light and Truth) to be 

planted in our hearts (new wine in our newly reborn wineskin). 

John 3:5-8 (NLT2)  
5  Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 

Spirit. 6  Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.  
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7  So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8  The wind blows wherever it wants. Just 

as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain 

how people are born of the Spirit.” 

• I’ve been preaching and sowing seeds for about 30 years now and I still don’t know how the seed 

grows. 

• The Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground. 27  Night and day, while 

he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not understand how it happens.  

• It is all truly a work of God…and yet God still calls us to become seed sowers…turn on the 

Light and tell the Truth. 

• The biggest part of this parable is “the harvest”… 29  And as soon as the grain is ready, the 

farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the harvest time has come.”  

• God created this “world order” after the flood of Noah and it will continue until the end. 

Genesis 8:20-22 (NLT2)  
20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and there he sacrificed as burnt offerings the animals and birds 

that had been approved for that purpose. 21  And the LORD was pleased with the aroma of the sacrifice 

and said to himself, “I will never again curse the ground because of the human race, even though 

everything they think or imagine is bent toward evil from childhood. I will never again destroy all living 

things. 22  As long as the earth remains, there will be planting and harvest, cold and heat, summer 

and winter, day and night.” 

• So, what is the final harvest…what will that be like? 

Revelation 14:14-16 (NLT2)  
14  Then I saw a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was someone like the Son of Man. He had a gold 

crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15  Then another angel came from the Temple and 

shouted to the one sitting on the cloud, “Swing the sickle, for the time of harvest has come; the crop 

on earth is ripe.” 16  So the one sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the whole 

earth was harvested.  

• Tell the Truth and turn on the Light…the mission of the church…to seek and save the lost before 

the harvest time comes. 

Galatians 6:7-10 (NLT2)  
7  Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will always harvest what you plant.  
8  Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful 

nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.  
9  So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing 

if we don’t give up. [REMAIN IN ME-ABIDE IN ME]10  Therefore, whenever we have the 

opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith. 

• The seed is perfect, and the seed is powerful...it may begin small, but it produces a harvest for 

God, 30, 60, 100 times that which is sown. 

• That brings up the next parable in this sequence from the Gospel of Mark. 
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Jesus’ Parable #6-The Mustard Seed 

Mark 4:30-32 (NLT2)  
30  Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I use to illustrate it?  
31  It is like a mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all seeds, 32  but it becomes the 

largest of all garden plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.”  

• Do you see the context of this “mustard seed” parable? 

• The Sower, The Lamp, The Growing Seed…followed by the smallness of the powerful seed. 

• This is how Jesus describes the Kingdom of God…the smallest of all seeds…growing into the 

largest of all garden plants that provide shade and nests for the creatures. 

• We humans struggle with this starting small concept…we want to start big! 

• The Jews wanted a King and they wanted that King now…and yet He came like a mustard seed. 

• Today, why doesn’t Jesus just appear in the clouds and reveal himself in a big way…instead of a 

small seed? 

• Pleasing to God…Jesus reveals that this way is “pleasing to God”. 

Luke 10:21 (NLT2)  
21  At that same time Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, and he said, “O Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, 

and for revealing them to the childlike. Yes, Father, it pleased you to do it this way.  

• Yes, there was a time in the past (Old Testament) that God did some things in a big way, but in 

the last days something is different. 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.  
2  And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the 

Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. 3  The Son radiates God’s own glory 

and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the mighty power of his 

command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of 

the majestic God in heaven. 4  This shows that the Son is far greater than the angels, just as the name 

God gave him is greater than their names.  

• It all began with one small child in Bethlehem…coming to a very dark world…a very small 

mustard seed indeed. 

• That seed grew and He chose 12 men to follow Him and receive the seed into their hearts. 

• Those 12 men became 120 and then Jesus left this earth…to take His seat at the right hand of 

God in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

• And what has happened to that small mustard seed beginning? 

Revelation 5:6-12 (NLT2)  
6  Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it was now standing between the 

throne and the four living beings and among the twenty-four elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, 

which represent the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every part of the earth.  



 

P
ag

e5
 

7  He stepped forward and took the scroll from the right hand of the one sitting on the throne.  
8  And when he took the scroll, the four living beings and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of God’s 

people. 9  And they sang a new song with these words: “You are worthy to take the scroll and break its 

seals and open it. For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed people for God from 

every tribe and language and people and nation. 10  And you have caused them to become a Kingdom 

of priests for our God. And they will reign on the earth.” 11  Then I looked again, and I heard the 

voices of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and of the living beings and the 

elders. 12  And they sang in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered— to receive 

power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.”  

• Someone would ask…how many of those millions are people vs. angels? 

• I don’t know…so, I’ll let Jesus give the best answer to that question. 

Luke 13:22-27 (NLT2)  
22  Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he went, always pressing on toward Jerusalem.  
23  Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” He replied, 24  “Work hard to enter the 

narrow door to God’s Kingdom, for many will try to enter but will fail. 25  When the master of the house 

has locked the door, it will be too late. You will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Lord, open the 

door for us!’ But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 26  Then you will say, ‘But 

we ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 27  And he will reply, ‘I tell you, I don’t know 

you or where you come from. Get away from me, all you who do evil.’  

• Notice the words of Jesus at the end of the Mustard Seed Parable. 

Mark 4:33-34 (NLT2)  
33  Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as much as they could 

understand. 34  In fact, in his public ministry he never taught without using parables; but afterward, when 

he was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them.  

• I’m going to jump to the Gospel of Matthew for this final parable tonight and it definitely fits 

into the other ones from tonight. 

Jesus’ Parable #7-The Lamp-You are the Light of the World 

Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT2)  
14  “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden.  
15  No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it 

gives light to everyone in the house. 16  In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so 

that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 

• Do you see how all these parables reveal the same thing? 

• The Light, the Word, the Seed…God places them inside our dark hearts and something 

supernatural occurs. 

• Darkness turns to Light…evil turns to God…and God is glorified. 

• This is called Good News/Gospel and Jesus went around spreading this Good News via parables. 
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• Some people got it, and some didn’t…the same is true today. 

• There is so much about “the election” of God that I don’t understand, but I do know this. 

2 Peter 1:8-11 (NLT2)  
8  The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting 

that they have been cleansed from their old sins. 10  So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove 

that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never 

fall away. 11  Then God will give you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  

• Maybe the NIV version is more familiar to you. 

2 Peter 1:10-11 (NIV)  

10  Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do 

these things, you will never fall, 11  and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

• How can I be sure…do these things and you will never fall away! 

• Grow to spiritual maturity (ROOTS) by keeping the Light of Truth, the Word of God in your 

heart. 

• Walk in this light and you will never have to walk in darkness. 

 

 

 

 


