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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #12-April 27,2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

Jesus’ Parable #34-The Ten Virgins/Bridesmaids 

• It’s Wednesday and He is going to die on Friday and He says this Parable... 

Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT)  
1  “The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. 2  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3  The five who were 

foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4  but the other five were wise enough to take along 

extra oil. 5  When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6  “At midnight 

they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’  
7  “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the others, 

‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9  “But the others replied, ‘We don’t 

have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were gone to 

buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, 

and the door was locked. 11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, 

calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

• The Kingdom of Heaven...did you know that the Kingdom of Heaven has a King…a King who is 

planning a wedding and a Bridegroom. 

• The King of this Kingdom is about to tell you and I what it is truly like in this Kingdom (don’t 

let the world tell you what it’s like). 

• The world will tell you that everyone goes to this Kingdom of Heaven…everyone attends the 

Marriage Feast of the Lamb. 

 

John 3:12-13 (NLT)  
12  But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? 13  No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has 

come down from heaven. 

• He’s from there...He knows what the Kingdom of Heaven is like, and He is the King with all 

power, dominion and authority and He says that the Kingdom of Heaven is like 10 Bridesmaids. 

• Now, you first need to understand what the word “bridesmaid” means in this time of Jesus’ 

sermon. 

• All the other translations (other than the NLT) use the word “virgins” in this sentence of Jesus, 

but I wonder if the NLT translators figured no one would understand that in these days. 

• The Kingdom of Heaven is like 10 virgin women that are keeping themselves pure as they wait 

for their wedding day. 

• Why is Jesus telling this story...It’s Wednesday and He’s going to die on Friday, and He is 

Hosanna (come to save us). 

• These 10 bridesmaids/virgins have ALL gone out to meet the bridegroom and they ALL took 

lamps. 

• This is where the story gets interesting...Jesus/the King/the Hosanna says that 5 of these virgins 

were foolish and 5 of them were wise. 
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• Why does He say this...they are all virgins, they all have lamps, and they have all gone out to 

meet the bridegroom...so what makes 5 of them foolish and why is Jesus telling this story on the 

Wednesday before He dies? (He who endures to the end will be saved). 

 

Matthew 25:3-4 (NLT)  
3  The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps,  
4  but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 

• Olive oil...is that what this story is about...we should all refrain from sex and store up olive oil? 

• Do you have enough olive oil to make it to the end of the story? 

• The olive oil was their source of light while they waited for the bridegroom. 

• They all had olive oil, so the oil itself is not the issue, is it? 

• Some of them had prepared to wait for a long time (delayed)...Jesus calls them wise. 

• Some of them were in it to win it...no matter how long it takes...Jesus calls them wise. 

• You see, the problem was that they didn’t know when the wedding day was going to be. 

• They all believed in the bridegroom...I suppose. 

• They all headed in the direction of the wedding, but something separates the 10. 

• I’d like to call it “long term commitment-covenant”...can I say today that this would be a real 

good spiritual and physical marriage issue...long term commitment-covenant. 

• Then Jesus says something that makes all of us stop and think... 

 

Matthew 25:5 (NLT)  
5  When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  

• Did you catch that word “all”...they all became drowsy and they all fell asleep...why? 

• The bridegroom was delayed...the wedding preparation must have taken longer than anyone 

expected…Not slow, but patient, not wanting anyone to be destroyed, but come to repentance. 

• Can I say that it was longer than anyone expected and even the 5 with extra oil and a long-term 

commitment got sleepy. 

• Does 2000 years sound like a long time to plan a wedding to you? 

• When I quit my job in 2002, I was expecting the wedding any day...I thought HE would be here 

by now. I was forced to focus on the oil more than I expected. 

• So, what happens next in this Wednesday teaching of Jesus, the King, the Hosanna? 

 

Matthew 25:6-8 (NLT)  
6  “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet 

him!’ 7  “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the 

others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’  

• Midnight...that’s a funny time for a wedding...or is it? 

• Don’t miss this please...what happens here is shocking. 

• All of these bridesmaids “thought” they were ready for the wedding. 

• All of the bridesmaids jumped up and prepared their lamps (why is Jesus telling this story). 

• But 5 of them have just about run out of oil...their lights are going out and its getting dark. 
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• The shout came...the bridegroom is coming (not here yet, but get ready--signs), but 5 of them 

stood there with dull/almost dark lamps. 

• So, what do you think those 5 foolish virgins, with olive oil tanks on empty are going to do...ask 

for oil, ask for light! 

• Here’s the big question...is it too late to get ready...and will the wise virgins be able to “fill up 

the foolish virgins oil tanks” on that day (you who have stored up extra oil and light)? 

• Remember, at this point in Jesus’ story the Bridegroom has not yet come, but there has been a 

shout to prepare...He is coming! 

Matthew 25:8-10 (NLT)  
8  Then the five foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are 

going out.’ 9  “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some 

for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were 

ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked.  

• Why is Jesus telling this story on a Wednesday before He dies on Friday? 

• There will come a time when no one will be able to help you get ready for the wedding. 

 

Revelation 22:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  Then he instructed me, “Do not seal up the prophetic words in this book, for the time is near.  
11  Let the one who is doing harm continue to do harm; let the one who is vile continue to be vile; let the 

one who is righteous continue to live righteously; let the one who is holy continue to be holy.” 

• While the 5 foolish virgins went off to get ready...the Bridegroom came. 

• Listen very carefully to the One from Heaven when He talks about the Kingdom of Heaven...the 

King the Hosanna. 

 

Matthew 25:10 (NLT)  
10  “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in 

with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 

• Are you ready? Why did He have to bring up the “door was locked” part? 

• But, the story’s not over, or is it? 

 

Matthew 25:11-13 (NLT)  
11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the 

door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

• Jesus comes into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and 3 days later on a Wednesday, He tells this story 

about the Kingdom of Heaven being like 10 Bridesmaids...why? 

• There can only be one answer...this is the way its going to be...ARE YOU READY? 

• Jesus reveals the 5 signs of His second coming, Jesus reveals the abomination that causes 

desolation. 

• Jesus reveals that His second coming will be like the days of Noah...very few will be ready. 

• Jesus reveals that the Kingdom of Heaven is like 10 Bridesmaids, some wise and prepared and 

some foolish and unprepared for His coming. 

• There’s more, one more parable/story in our 12-week Parable series. 
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• Same topic...the Kingdom of Heaven...different characters. 

 

Jesus’ Parable #35-3 Servants 

Matthew 25:14-15 (NLT)  
14  “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He 

called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone. 15  He gave five bags of 

silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to 

their abilities. He then left on his trip.  

• This time it’s not about virgins, olive oil and a wedding. 

• This time it’s a Master and His servants...this time it’s about settling up the accounts/closing the 

books. 

• For the sake of time, I’ll tell you that the man going on a long trip is Jesus in this story. 

• Notice that Jesus tells this story on a Wednesday before He dies on the cross...He is going to be 

leaving soon for a long trip to the Father’s House in Heaven…He’s going home. 

• Before the Master leaves, He calls in 3 servants and does something very important. 

• He entrusted them with money, each according to, in proportion to their abilities (5-2-1). 

• Then the Master leaves, but not before He tells them what to do with what they have received 

and that He will return to settle accounts with each of them. 

• They are His servants and it’s His money and He’s leaving. 

• Why is Jesus telling these stories (5 signs, Abomination, Days of Noah, 10 Bridesmaids)? 

• What are the 3 servants going to do with what the Master has given them? 

 

Matthew 25:16-18 (NLT)  
16  “The servant who received the five bags of silver began to invest the money and earned five more.  
17  The servant with two bags of silver also went to work and earned two more. 18  But the servant who 

received the one bag of silver dug a hole in the ground and hid the master’s money. 

• The Kingdom of Heaven is like this...do you think this story of Jesus is about money? 

• I must tell you that it is about a Master, and it is about what servants are going to do with what 

they have received before He comes back. 

• So, here HE is...He comes back... 

 

Matthew 25:19-21 (NLT)  
19  “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how 

they had used his money. 20  The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward 

with five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five 

more.’ 21  “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been 

faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s 

celebrate together!’  

• After a long time (in the Bridesmaids it was also a long time)...He returns. 

• He returns and they must give an account of what they have done with what they have received 

from the Master. 

• The 5 bag servant now has 10 bags and I love the words of Jesus...well done! 
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• Jesus refers to the 5 bags that became 10 bags as “small” in reference to what is coming after all 

the accounts are settled. 

• Then, they celebrated together...do you see the “value” of that sentence (eternal celebration/joy). 

• Now, what about the 2 bag of silver guy? 

• Is he less significant to the Master than the 5 bag of silver guy, no...The Master knows that 5 

bags of silver would ruin him, so he only gives him 2. 

 

Matthew 25:22-23 (NLT)  
22  “The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me 

two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned two more.’ 23  “The master said, ‘Well done, my good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many 

more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’  

• Did you notice that the Master’s response to the 2 bag of silver guy is the same as the 5 bag of 

silver guy? 

• Can we conclude, it’s not what or how much you have that matters, but what you do with what 

you have that matters in the end! 

• Now, the 1 bag of silver guy...remember the Kingdom of Heaven is revealed in this story... 

 

Matthew 25:24-25 (NLT)  
24  “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, 

harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate.  
25  I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’ 

• The first thing that stands out to me in this scene is “I knew”. 

• I knew that you would settle the accounts...I knew you’d be back one day. 

• Verse 25 is an excuse that will have no value or worth on that day that the accounts are settled 

with the Master. 

• I’m afraid that many people read this story of Jesus and still don’t get it. 

• Is this about works...Is God happy with us because we make Him money or is God going to 

celebrate us because we gave Him a good return on His investment? 

• Listen carefully...there were 8 bags of silver in this story, right? 

• Where did all the silver come from? 

• Who gives away silver...it’s not any of the 3 servants silver...its’ the Master! 

• I don’t have any silver and you don’t have any silver, but we’ve been called by our Master to 

receive many gifts from Him and to share and multiply those gifts with this world while we wait 

for the Master to come and settle up. 

• The silver in this story represents the gifts of God (life and years) that He has graciously given to 

all of us. 

• What are you doing with what He has given you...do you NOT think this is going to matter when 

He comes back? 

• “I Knew” that’s what He said, (I knew you would settle up and I knew you’d be back) and so do 

you. 

• Do you think there will be any excuse that will stop what follows this scene... 
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Matthew 25:24-27 (NLT)  
24  “Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, 

harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 25  I was afraid I would lose 

your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’ 26  “But the master replied, ‘You 

wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t 

cultivate, 27  why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on 

it.’  

• Are there going to be rewards from the Master...yes! 

• To be honest, I’m not too concerned about my status or reward in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

• I still do not feel worthy to even be a servant in that kingdom, much less a child of God and a 

friend and brother of the King. 

• But I would be wrong if I left this out...The 5 bag of silver guy and the 2 bag of silver guy both 

received the same reward in the story so far, but after the 1 bag guy was thrown out, this 

happens... 

 

Matthew 25:28-30 (NLT)  
28  “Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of 

silver. 29  To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. 30  Now throw 

this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

• On Palm Sunday some 2000 years ago a man named Jesus walked into Jerusalem after 

proclaiming to His followers that He was the Messiah, the Son of God. 

• Some bowed to Him as King and some plotted His death. 

• On Wednesday of that final week Jesus stands on the Mount of Olives and reveals the Words 

that I have focused on tonight. 

• He gave 5 signs of His return so that you would have enough oil in your lamps when the door 

opens for the wedding...I wonder if it’s almost midnight? 

• He told of the Abomination that causes desolation so that Satan would have no seat on the throne 

of your temple. 

• He told us that His return would be like the days of Noah and very few would be ready. 

• He told us that the Kingdom of Heaven would be like 10 bridesmaids (some prepared, some not). 

• He told about 3 servants that had been given a chance to share with the world what they had 

received from the Master...knowing that one day He’d be back and settle up. 

• And here we are …some 2000 years later and every sign of His return has been revealed to our 

generation. 

• Are you ready...is there oil in your lamp today? 

• Are you ready...Has your life revealed to those around you the gifts that the Master has given 

you? 

 


