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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #11-April 20, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

Jesus’ Parable #32-The Two Sons 

Matthew 21:28-32 (NLT2)  
28  “But what do you think about this? A man with two sons told the older boy, ‘Son, go out and work in 

the vineyard today.’ 29  The son answered, ‘No, I won’t go,’ but later he changed his mind and went 

anyway. 30  Then the father told the other son, ‘You go,’ and he said, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ But he didn’t go.  
31  “Which of the two obeyed his father?” They replied, “The first.” Then Jesus explained his meaning: 

“I tell you the truth, corrupt tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the Kingdom of God before you 

do. 32  For John the Baptist came and showed you the right way to live, but you didn’t believe him, 

while tax collectors and prostitutes did. And even when you saw this happening, you refused to believe 

him and repent of your sins.  

• Which one is real…what you say or what you do? 

• You can’t put new wine into old wineskins…can you see it? 

• John the Baptist told them the right way to live…the Spirit of Christ always bears fruit…the 

first son example. 

Matthew 3:4-12 (NLT2)  
4  John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For 

food he ate locusts and wild honey. 5  People from Jerusalem and from all of Judea and all over the 

Jordan Valley went out to see and hear John. 6  And when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in 

the Jordan River. 7  But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to watch him baptize, he 

denounced them. “You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee God’s coming wrath?  
8  Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God.  
9  Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, 

for I tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very stones. 10  Even now the ax of God’s 

judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, every tree that does not produce good 

fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire. 11  “I baptize with water those who repent of 

their sins and turn to God. But someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that 

I’m not worthy even to be his slave and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

with fire.  
12  He is ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will clean up the 

threshing area, gathering the wheat into his barn but burning the chaff with never-ending fire.”  

Matthew 3:8-9 (NASB)  
8  "Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance; 9  and do not suppose that you can say to 

yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise 

up children to Abraham. 

• We must die to self and surrender to the work of the Spirit in our lives. 

• The Holy Spirit will always bear fruit in response to our repentance. 

• This is the essence or the result of our abiding/remaining in the Spirit. 

John 15:1-17 (NLT2)  
1  “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2  He cuts off every branch of mine that 
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doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  
3  You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4  Remain in me, and I 

will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 

fruitful unless you remain in me. 5  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, 

and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6  Anyone who does not 

remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a 

pile to be burned. 7  But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything 

you want, and it will be granted! 8  When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings 

great glory to my Father. 9  “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love.  
10  When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s 

commandments and remain in his love. 11  I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my 

joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12  This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have 

loved you. 13  There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14  You are my 

friends if you do what I command. 15  I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his 

slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. 16  You didn’t 

choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask for, using my name. 17  This is my command: Love each other.  

• This parable of the two sons is so convicting because “talk is cheap”. 

• Jesus’ instruction is quite clear…Go to work in my vineyard. 

1 Corinthians 4:20 (NLT2)  
20  For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. 

Matthew 21:31-32 (NLT2)  
31  “Which of the two obeyed his father?” They replied, “The first.” Then Jesus explained his meaning: 

“I tell you the truth, corrupt tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the Kingdom of God before you 

do. 32  For John the Baptist came and showed you the right way to live, but you didn’t believe him, while 

tax collectors and prostitutes did. And even when you saw this happening, you refused to believe him 

and repent of your sins. [John the Baptist-Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your 

sins and turned to God] 

Jesus’ Parable #33-The Marriage Feast or Great Banquet 

Matthew 22:1-3 (NLT)  
1  Jesus also told them other parables. He said, 2  “The Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story 

of a king who prepared a great wedding feast for his son. 3  When the banquet was ready, he sent his 

servants to notify those who were invited. But they all refused to come!  

• This story about a king preparing a wedding for his son is a picture of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

• The King, the kingdom, the Son and the wedding feast. 

• The King has made the preparations and had his servants deliver the invitations, but something 

very strange happens…they all refused to come to the wedding. 

• Maybe that’s not so strange when I think about it…I’ve been invited to weddings that I haven’t 

attended…haven’t’ you? 

• I admit today that I don’t have a 100% wedding attendance rate. 

• I guess that would depend upon WHO is getting married. 
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• I can imagine that there would be some weddings that you would do anything to attend…right? 

• Let’s continue with Jesus’ wedding story…this wedding story is about to get very interesting. 

 

Matthew 22:4-6 (NLT)  
4  “So he sent other servants to tell them, ‘The feast has been prepared. The bulls and fattened cattle 

have been killed, and everything is ready. Come to the banquet!’ 5  But the guests he had invited ignored 

them and went their own way, one to his farm, another to his business. 6  Others seized his messengers 

and insulted them and killed them. 

• Did you notice the phrase “other servants”…this was a second calling…the second set of 

invitations to go out to attend the wedding. 

• These people refused the first calling and the now they are refusing the second….why? 

• It sounds like a great wedding feast to me…the bulls and fattened cattle have been killed (how 

many weddings have you gone to that served steak?). 

• No unreasonable requirement or great cost to attend…just come…get ready and come! 

• Why is Jesus telling this story? 

• Notice the 6 different responses to the wedding invitation…I find them interesting… 

 

Matthew 22:5-6 (NLT)  

5  But the guests he had invited ignored them and went their own way, one to his farm, another to his 

business. 6  Others seized his messengers and insulted them and killed them. 

1. Ignored the invitation 

2. Went on their own way. 

3. Went to farming. 

4. Ran his own business 

5. Seized the mail carriers and insulted them. 

6. Killed the mail carrier. 

• Do you see a progression here as the date of the wedding gets closer…a progressive response 

(from ignoring to murder)? 

• What is the big deal anyway…why would anyone be so reluctant to attend a wedding, especially 

when they’re serving steak at the reception? 

• If you don’t think deep you might miss it…who is throwing this wedding anyway and who’s 

getting married? 

• The King is hosting a wedding for His Son…why is Jesus telling this story? 

• The King…and not everyone likes the King, and If you don’t like the King, you won’t like His 

Son either. 

• And if you don’t like the King, why would you want to come to the wedding? 

• The King has authority and power and so does His Son, and you don’t want to be bothered with 

that, even if they are serving steak at the reception. 

• I’ve got to get ready and bow down and acknowledge the royalty and glory of the King and His 

Son…who wants to do all that anyway. 

• That just makes me feel even smaller than I already do and by the way I’ve got a farm to run, a 

business to take care of and things on my own schedule to take care of. 
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• There is one problem with that response to the wedding invitation of the King…the King is the 

King…and whether or not you attend His wedding…He’s still the King! 

• These uninterested and distracted people of the Kings Kingdom have just killed the mailmen of 

the King (they didn’t like the message)…they weren’t just distracted and disinterested, they 

murdered the messengers of the King. 

• Let’s continue with the wedding story of Jesus…remember the King has already sent out two 

invitations to the wedding…Now the King will send out the army. 

• Why is Jesus telling this story? 

 

Matthew 22:7-10 (NLT)  
7  “The king was furious, and he sent out his army to destroy the murderers and burn their town.  
8  And he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, and the guests I invited aren’t worthy of the 

honor. 9  Now go out to the street corners and invite everyone you see.’ 10  So the servants brought in 

everyone they could find, good and bad alike, and the banquet hall was filled with guests. 

• The army dispatched by the King wasn’t sent to kill everyone, just the murderers of the 

messengers of the King…He also burned down their towns. 

• To everyone else…here comes the third invitation, but the addresses on the invitations have been 

changed. 

• In fact, the King is going to do a mass mailing, a global mailing to everyone you see. 

• There is going to be a wedding and there is going to be a banquet, not matter what! 

• The King will be King no matter what! 

• The Son of the King will be honored, not matter what! 

• This wedding is on…the only question is who will receive the invitation and who will respond to 

that invitation to the great wedding (did I mention they are serving steak). 

• Things are heating up aren’t they? 

• Want to see what’s next in this Jesus wedding story? 

• Before I read this next part I must ask this question…why is Jesus telling this story? 

• Back to the story and this wedding is on…the wedding day has arrived. 

• This is going to get deep right now…are you ready? 

 

Matthew 22:11-14 (NLT)  
11  “But when the king came in to meet the guests, he noticed a man who wasn’t wearing the proper 

clothes for a wedding. 12  ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how is it that you are here without wedding clothes?’ But 

the man had no reply. 13  Then the king said to his aides, ‘Bind his hands and feet and throw him into the 

outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14  “For many are called, but few are 

chosen.”  

• The King walks around to meet the guests at the wedding and notices a man that is not properly 

dressed for a wedding of such royalty. 

• The King asks…why are not properly clothed for this wedding? 

• The man had no reply, no response to this dreadful question from the King. 

• I want you to visualize a man at this royal wedding of the Kings Son dressed in soiled/dirty 

clothes. 

• A man without preparation or respect for the King, the Son or this royal event. 
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• It’s not like this man didn’t have time to get ready or prepare, but He didn’t see it to be 

important. 

• Maybe he thought it to be a casual or insignificant thing to enter the presence of the King and 

His Son. 

• Either way (and if you think this is about wearing fancy clothes you’re not getting it), the man 

had no answer…there was nothing to say at that time to the King. 

• This man had been invited by the King to the great wedding feast, but he needed a wedding 

garment or he would miss out on the whole event. 

• He needed to respond by preparing himself to meet the King. 

• This wedding garment is a picture of the righteousness needed to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, 

the very presence of God the Father and Jesus the Son. 

• Christ, the Son is the only source of this wedding garment and the righteousness that it 

represents. 

• Look at how the prophet Isaiah describes this garment of righteousness…you wear it! 

 

Isaiah 61:10 (NLT)  
10  I am overwhelmed with joy in the LORD my God! For he has dressed me with the clothing of 

salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom in his wedding suit or a bride 

with her jewels.  

• This robe of righteousness…you’ve got to put it on and wear it! 

• Jesus, the Son has provided this garment of righteousness for everyone, but each person must put 

it on in order to enter this wedding banquet of the great King. 

• This is an open invitation, but we must be ready…you must get dressed. 

• There is a response required to attend his wedding of the Great King. 

• Jesus gives this message to the CHURCH at Sardis…to a church! 

 

Revelation 3:1-6 (NLT)  
1  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one who has the 

sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation 

for being alive—but you are dead. 2  Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is 

almost dead. I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God. 3  Go back to what you 

heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If you don’t wake up, I will 

come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief. 4  “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who 

have not soiled their clothes with evil. They will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.  
5  All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of 

Life, but I will announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine.  
6  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.  

• There are 2 groups in the church at Sardis. 

• The first group is clearly not ready (dressed) for the wedding. 

• Jesus tells the church people in this first group to “wake up”…do you know what’s as stake? 
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Revelation 3:2 (NLT)  
2  Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. I find that your actions 

do not meet the requirements of my God. 

• Wake up and do what…get dressed…prepare for the wedding, but how? 

• Repent and turn to me again…Looks like a second invitation in Jesus’ wedding story. 

• This is the message of Christ to the CHURCH, not to unbelievers, but the CHURCH. 

• But there is a second group in the CHURCH at Sardis. 

 

Revelation 3:4-5 (NLT)  
4  “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. They will 

walk with me in white, for they are worthy.  
5  All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, 

but I will announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine. 

• There are some…not soiled their clothes with evil. 

• There are some that are dressed in white and have prepared to walk with Christ the King. 

• There are some that are worthy…how…they have prepared themselves for the wedding. 

• It’s been on their calendar for a long time. 

• They received the invitation from the Father and they have prepared themselves for the big 

event. 

• So, back to the wedding parable… 

• Why is the King so angry…He sent out his army to kill those who killed His messengers. 

• Why the King so angry…when this man didn’t prepare for this wedding, even after receiving the 

gracious invitation from the King? 

• Why does this King sound so serious and why is Jesus telling this story? 

 

Matthew 22:11-14 (NLT) 11  “But when the king came in to meet the guests, he noticed a man who 

wasn’t wearing the proper clothes for a wedding. 12  ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how is it that you are here 

without wedding clothes?’ But the man had no reply. 13  Then the king said to his aides, ‘Bind his 

hands and feet and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ 14  “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  

• I don’t have to tell you what weeping and gnashing of teeth mean…you know its hell! 

• It’s not like people don’t know…they do know, but they are deceived into either unbelief or 

unprepared. 

 

Revelation 19:6-8 (NLT) 6  Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar 

of mighty ocean waves or the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the 

Almighty, reigns. 7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for 

the wedding feast of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself.  
8  She has been given the finest of pure white linen to wear.” For the fine linen represents the good 

deeds of God’s holy people.  


