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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #10-April 13, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

• These final 3 weeks of parables are from Jesus’ final weeks, and they are prophetic nature. 

Jesus’ Parable #29-The Evil Tenant Farmers 

• Before I read it…we all begin our life journey as tenant farmers! 

Mark 12:1-12 (NLT2)  
1  Then Jesus began teaching them with stories: “A man planted a vineyard. He built a wall around it, 

dug a pit for pressing out the grape juice, and built a lookout tower. Then he leased the vineyard to 

tenant farmers and moved to another country. 2  At the time of the grape harvest, he sent one of his 

servants to collect his share of the crop. 3  But the farmers grabbed the servant, beat him up, and sent him 

back empty-handed. 4  The owner then sent another servant, but they insulted him and beat him over the 

head. 5  The next servant he sent was killed. Others he sent were either beaten or killed, 6  until there was 

only one left—his son whom he loved dearly. The owner finally sent him, thinking, ‘Surely they will 

respect my son.’ 7  “But the tenant farmers said to one another, ‘Here comes the heir to this estate. 

Let’s kill him and get the estate for ourselves!’ 8  So they grabbed him and murdered him and threw his 

body out of the vineyard. 9  “What do you suppose the owner of the vineyard will do?” Jesus asked. “I’ll 

tell you—he will come and kill those farmers and lease the vineyard to others. 10  Didn’t you ever read 

this in the Scriptures? ‘The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. 11  This is 

the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.’” 12  The religious leaders wanted to arrest Jesus because 

they realized he was telling the story against them—they were the wicked farmers. But they were afraid 

of the crowd, so they left him and went away.  

• Can you see the entire Gospel message of Jesus in this parable? 

• Let’s read the Old Testament Prophet Isiah description of the Vineyard and connect the dots. 

Isaiah 5:1-7 (NLT2)  
1  Now I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a rich and 

fertile hill. 2  He plowed the land, cleared its stones, and planted it with the best vines. In the middle he 

built a watchtower and carved a winepress in the nearby rocks. Then he waited for a harvest of sweet 

grapes, but the grapes that grew were bitter. 3  Now, you people of Jerusalem and Judah, you judge 

between me and my vineyard. 4  What more could I have done for my vineyard that I have not already 

done? When I expected sweet grapes, why did my vineyard give me bitter grapes? 5  Now let me tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard: I will tear down its hedges and let it be destroyed. I will break down its 

walls and let the animals trample it. 6  I will make it a wild place where the vines are not pruned and the 

ground is not hoed, a place overgrown with briers and thorns. I will command the clouds to drop no rain 

on it. 7  The nation of Israel is the vineyard of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. The people of Judah 

are his pleasant garden. He expected a crop of justice, but instead he found oppression. He expected to 

find righteousness, but instead he heard cries of violence.  

• The vineyard is the seed of Abraham…Israel…they were to become the children of God…the 

Jewish people. 
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• But something went wrong…the sweet grapes became sour, and the Master tore down the 

blessed vineyard. 

• Jerusalem and the Jewish people were scattered (Babylon 586 BC and eventually Rome in 

70AD). 

• This vineyard destruction was prophesied by the Prophet Micah. 

Micah 3:8-12 (NLT2)  
8  But as for me, I am filled with power— with the Spirit of the LORD. I am filled with justice and 

strength to boldly declare Israel’s sin and rebellion. 9  Listen to me, you leaders of Israel! You hate 

justice and twist all that is right. 10  You are building Jerusalem on a foundation of murder and 

corruption. 11  You rulers make decisions based on bribes; you priests teach God’s laws only for a price; 

you prophets won’t prophesy unless you are paid. Yet all of you claim to depend on the LORD. “No 

harm can come to us,” you say, “for the LORD is here among us.” 12  Because of you, Mount Zion will 

be plowed like an open field; Jerusalem will be reduced to ruins! A thicket will grow on the heights 

where the Temple now stands.  

• Is there any hope…Baruch Haba B’Shem Adonai 

Matthew 23:37-39 (NLT2)  

37  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God’s messengers! How often I 

have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you 

wouldn’t let me. 38  And now, look, your house is abandoned and desolate. 39  For I tell you this, you will 

never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD!’”  

• Jesus didn’t say the people in Jerusalem will NEVER see Him again…they will not see Him 

again UNTIL they say Baruch Haba B’Shem Adonai. 

• The Jews would need to be back in Jerusalem for this prophecy to be fulfilled (1967). 

• May we be the UNTIL GENERATION! 

• Didn’t you ever read this in the Scriptures? ‘The stone that the builders rejected has now 

become the cornerstone. 11  This is the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.’”  

Jesus’ Parable #30-The Budding Fig Tree 

Mark 13:23-33 (NLT2) Context is the Return of Christ (Olivet Discourse) 
23  Watch out! I have warned you about this ahead of time! 24  “At that time, after the anguish of those 

days, the sun will be darkened, the moon will give no light, 25  the stars will fall from the sky, and the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26  Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 

with great power and glory. 27  And he will send out his angels to gather his chosen ones from all over 

the world—from the farthest ends of the earth and heaven. 28  “Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. 

When its branches bud and its leaves begin to sprout, you know that summer is near. 29  In the same way, 

when you see all these things taking place, you can know that his return is very near, right at the door.  
30  I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass from the scene before all these things take 

place.  

31  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 32  “However, no one knows the 

day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the 

Father knows. 33  And since you don’t know when that time will come, be on guard! Stay alert!  

• Big question…Is the Fig Tree in this Jesus parable Israel? 
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• Was the rebirth of Israel as a nation in 1948 the budding fig tree? 

• Are we living in the generation of the fig tree…I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass 

from the scene before all these things take place. 

• Let’s look at Matthew’s account of this same Jesus parable…and examine the context. 

Matthew 24:30-35 (NLT2)  
30  And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there will be 

deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And he will send out his angels with the mighty blast of 

a trumpet, and they will gather his chosen ones from all over the world—from the farthest ends of the 

earth and heaven. 32  “Now learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches bud and its leaves 

begin to sprout, you know that summer is near. 33  In the same way, when you see all these things, 

you can know his return is very near, right at the door. 34  I tell you the truth, this generation will not 

pass from the scene until all these things take place. 35  Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words 

will never disappear.  

• Is the sprouting/budding Fig Tree a sign that will immediately precede the return of Christ? 

• Very near, right at the door? 

• If you read Matthew 24 it is clear that Jesus says that all the things that He has announced about 

the Great Tribulation will be fulfilled during the generation that sees the fig tree 

blossom/sprout. 

• I tell you the truth...this generation will not pass from the scene until all these things take place. 

• What things...the things mentioned before the sprouting fig tree in Matthew 24. 

• So, what does the Fig Tree symbolize...Is it a symbol of the Nation of Israel? 

• If so, we today are living in the time/generation of the sprouted fig tree. 

• Is Israel and the rebirth of Israel in 1948 the fig tree...let’s look for the answer in the Word. 

 

Jeremiah 24:4-8 (NLT2) During Israel’s exile in Babylon 
4  Then the LORD gave me this message: 5  “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: The good 

figs represent the exiles I sent from Judah to the land of the Babylonians. 6  I will watch over and care 

for them, and I will bring them back here again. I will build them up and not tear them down. I will 

plant them and not uproot them. 7  I will give them hearts that recognize me as the LORD. They will be 

my people, and I will be their God, for they will return to me wholeheartedly.  
8  “But the bad figs,” the LORD said, “represent King Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, all the people left 

in Jerusalem, and those who live in Egypt. I will treat them like bad figs, too rotten to eat.  

• These Figs are the illustration of God for those who are regathered into the land after the 

dispersion. 

 

Hosea 9:10 (NLT2)  
10  The LORD says, “O Israel, when I first found you, it was like finding fresh grapes in the desert. 

When I saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the first ripe figs of the season. But then they deserted 

me for Baal-peor, giving themselves to that shameful idol. Soon they became vile, as vile as the god 

they worshiped.  

• The joy of seeing the first figs turned into sadness as they turned to idolatry...still a reference to 

Israel. 
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Joel 1:6-7 (NLT2)  
6  A vast army of locusts has invaded my land, a terrible army too numerous to count. Its teeth are like 

lions’ teeth, its fangs like those of a lioness. 7  It has destroyed my grapevines and ruined my fig trees, 

stripping their bark and destroying it, leaving the branches white and bare.  

• This time fig trees are a specific reference to Israel (my land-my fig trees)) as they are being 

invaded. 

• What about the New Testament teachings of Jesus? Does Jesus refer to Israel as a fig tree? 

 

Luke 13:6-9 (NLT2)  
6  Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to see if 

there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 7  Finally, he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve waited 

three years, and there hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up space in the garden.’  
8  “The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. Leave it another year, and I’ll give it special 

attention and plenty of fertilizer. 9  If we get figs next year, fine. If not, then you can cut it down.’”  

• What do you think...who do you think Jesus is referring to...the Jewish people! 

• This is where the story gets most interesting to me. 

• I have, on purpose, left out all the context of the Fig Tree in Matthew 24. 

• To fully understand the Fig Tree...you must see what happened between Jesus and the Fig 

Tree the day before. 

• As I read this from Matthew 21...I want you to keep in mind the Jesus’ teaching that I read a 

moment ago from Luke 13...A man planted a fig tree in his garden...gave it 3 years to produce 

fruit. 

• This is the day before Jesus gave the Olivet Discourse...Tuesday. 

 

Matthew 21:18-20 (NLT2)  
18  In the morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, he was hungry,  
19  and he noticed a fig tree beside the road. He went over to see if there were any figs, but there were 

only leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” And immediately the fig tree 

withered up. 20  The disciples were amazed when they saw this and asked, “How did the fig tree wither 

so quickly?”  

• Jesus put a curse on the barren fig tree...Israel. 

• He does this the day before He describes the future when the Fig Tree will bud with new life. 

• I can tell you that 3 days after he cursed the fig tree...He was crucified. 

• I can tell you that about 40 years later the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, the Temple and 

dispersed the Jews around the world. 

• God’s vengeance, the diaspora, the dispersion...Jews scattered around the world...Fig Tree 

cursed. 

• It is my opinion that Jesus’ Tuesday curse of the fig tree is a prophetic sign that God would set 

the Jewish nation aside and make room for the Gentile Church Age. 

 

Luke 21:24 (NLT2)  
24  They will be killed by the sword or sent away as captives to all the nations of the world. And 

Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the period of the Gentiles comes to an end.  
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• God set the Jews aside because of their barrenness...the fig tree was not bearing fruit for the 

Gardener. 

• The Fig Tree (Israel) as a nation had rejected their Messiah and that brought the curse (God’s 

vengeance)...the church age/ the time of the Gentiles would begin. 

 

Romans 11:11-16 (NLT2)  
11  Did God’s people (Jews/Israel) stumble and fall beyond recovery? Of course not! They were 

disobedient, so God made salvation available to the Gentiles. But he wanted his own people to 

become jealous and claim it for themselves. 12  Now if the Gentiles were enriched because the people of 

Israel turned down God’s offer of salvation, think how much greater a blessing the world will share 

when they finally accept it. 13  I am saying all this especially for you Gentiles. God has appointed me as 

the apostle to the Gentiles. I stress this, 14  for I want somehow to make the people of Israel jealous of 

what you Gentiles have, so I might save some of them. 15  For since their rejection meant that God 

offered salvation to the rest of the world, their acceptance will be even more wonderful. It will be 

life for those who were dead! 16  And since Abraham and the other patriarchs were holy, their 

descendants will also be holy—just as the entire batch of dough is holy because the portion given as an 

offering is holy. For if the roots of the tree are holy, the branches will be, too.  

• 2000 years ago, the fig tree (Israel) was cursed for bearing no fruit. 

• 2000 years ago, the day of God’s Vengeance brought the Diaspora (70 AD). 

• But 74 years ago (May 14, 1948), something happened...the fig tree began to bud and blossom. 

• 55 years ago in 1967 Israel took possession of Jerusalem for the first time in over 2,000 years. 

• During that 74 years Jew from all over the world are being regathered to Israel (700k-7 mil). 

• It’s called Aliyah, which describes when the Jews finally go home to Israel. 

• I read just last week that the last remaining Jewish family in South Sudan made Aliyah to Israel. 

• All of this was written down...the Holy Scriptures will all be fulfilled...it’s unstoppable. 

 

Isaiah 27:7-13 (NLT2)  
7  Has the LORD struck Israel as he struck her enemies? Has he punished her as he punished them?  
8  No, but he exiled Israel to call her to account. She was exiled from her land as though blown away 

in a storm from the east. 9  The LORD did this to purge Israel’s wickedness, to take away all her sin. As 

a result, all the pagan altars will be crushed to dust. No Asherah pole or pagan shrine will be left 

standing. 10  The fortified towns will be silent and empty, the houses abandoned, the streets overgrown 

with weeds. Calves will graze there, chewing on twigs and branches. 11  The people are like the dead 

branches of a tree, broken off and used for kindling beneath the cooking pots. Israel is a foolish and 

stupid nation, for its people have turned away from God. Therefore, the one who made them will show 

them no pity or mercy. 12  Yet the time will come when the LORD will gather them together like 

handpicked grain. One by one he will gather them—from the Euphrates River in the east to the 

Brook of Egypt in the west. 13  In that day the great trumpet will sound. Many who were dying in 

exile in Assyria and Egypt will return to Jerusalem to worship the LORD on his holy mountain.  

• Israel was like a dead branch, a cursed fig tree...but something has happened in our generation. 

• This budding of a cursed fig tree is a supernatural event of God. 

• I’ve had scoffers tell me that the signs of Matthew 24 have been going on for thousands of years 

and I say yes sir. 

• But the fig tree has only been budding for 74 years....that makes our generation very different. 

• Do you know that summer is near…Do you think it’s very near, right at the door? 
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Jesus’ Parable #31-The Faithful Watching Servant 

 

Mark 13:34-37 (NLT2)  
34  “The coming of the Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. When he 

left home, he gave each of his slaves instructions about the work they were to do, and he told the 

gatekeeper to watch for his return. 35  You, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know when the master 

of the household will return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at daybreak. 36  Don’t let him 

find you sleeping when he arrives without warning. 37  I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch 

for him!” 

• Our Master-Jesus has gone away on a long trip…left the earth to tenant farmers…it’s been some 

2000 years now. 

• He gave us clear instructions before He left…we are to be at work in the preparation for the 

occupation of His coming kingdom. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT2)  
18  Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  
19  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 

Son and the Holy Spirit. 20  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And 

be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 

Mark 16:15-16 (NLT2)  
15  And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.  
16  Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be 

condemned. 

 

Luke 12:35-38 (NLT2)  
35  “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36  as though you were waiting for your master 

to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he 

arrives and knocks. 37  The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you 

the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat!  
38  He may come in the middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward 

the servants who are ready.  

• Do you have ears to hear today? 

• This was Jesus message to THE CHURCH at PHILADELPHIA…THE CHURCH!!! 

Revelation 3:10-13 (NLT2)  
10  “Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of 

testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world.  
11  I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown.  
12  All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to 

leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my God—

the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will also write on them my new 

name. 13  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to 

the churches.  

 


