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NCC Roots Class…The Parables of Jesus-Session #1-Feb. 9, 2022 

led by Terry Cooper 

• The best I can tell…The Bible reveals 35 different parables of Jesus (there is some crossover in 

the gospels). 

• There is some debate on whether or not all of these 35 are actually parables, which brings up the 

definition itself. 

• Parable…a comparison of earthly and heavenly things…an earthly story with a heavenly 

meaning. 

• It is my goal to cover all 35 of these parable teachings of Jesus in this 12-week Roots session. 

• I’m going to attempt to do it in the order in which they are recorded, as much as possible. 

• For example, the Gospels don’t reveal any parables in Jesus’ first year of ministry, but the 

parables increased with time (3 years public ministry total). 

• This is the breakdown of Jesus’ parables by the Gospel writers. 

• Matthew 23, Mark 10, Luke 10 (this included crossovers) …John does not contain any parables. 

• I would need to cover 2.91 parables per week to get this done…I wish it would be that easy 

(LOL). 

• Remember, we’re going to try to cover them in the order in which Jesus revealed them 

(chronologically). 

• We will search for the eternal heavenly message inside each physical earthly story (parable) of 

Jesus. 

Jesus Parable #1-New Cloth/Old Garment and New Wineskins 

Mark 2:18-22 (NLT2)  
18  Once when John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, some people came to Jesus and asked, 

“Why don’t your disciples fast like John’s disciples and the Pharisees do?”  
19  Jesus replied, “Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with the groom? Of course not. They can’t 

fast while the groom is with them. 20  But someday the groom will be taken away from them, and then 

they will fast. 21  “Besides, who would patch old clothing with new cloth? For the new patch would 

shrink and rip away from the old cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than before.  
22  “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. For the wine would burst the wineskins, and the wine 

and the skins would both be lost. New wine calls for new wineskins.”  

• First, this clears up whether or not we should fast in the church age… But someday the groom 

will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. 

• Jesus connects this Bridegroom/fasting story to our first parable about cloth and wineskins. 

• They can’t fast while the groom is with them. 20  But someday the groom will be taken away 

from them, and then they will fast.  

• Jesus is revealing that something NEW is coming…something so big and so transformational 

that the old system will not be able to handle the change. 

• The Jewish people are going to struggle with this change…the traditional Jewish system is the 

old cloth. 
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• If you just try to place the new (Jesus) over the old traditional way…it will tear it apart leaving a 

bigger hole than before. 

• Jesus is the New Wine and it won’t be possible to pour Him into this old wineskin (traditional 

Jewish systems) because it will explode the old wineskin…because it can’t handle the radical 

transformation. 

• Jesus’ blood was the New Covenant…the traditional Jewish system (old cloth and old wineskin) 

was the original covenant. 

• Jesus was going to replace the Old Covenant with the New Covenant…not overlay it with a 

patch. 

Hebrews 8:6-13 (NLT2)  
6  But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood, 

for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises.  
7  If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need for a second covenant to 

replace it. 8  But when God found fault with the people, he said: “The day is coming, says the LORD, 

when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah.  
9  This covenant will not be like the one I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand and 

led them out of the land of Egypt. They did not remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my back on 

them, says the LORD. 10  But this is the new covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day, 

says the LORD: I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their 

God, and they will be my people. 11  And they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need 

to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You should know the LORD.’ For everyone, from the least to the 

greatest, will know me already. 12  And I will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember 

their sins.” 13  When God speaks of a “new” covenant, it means he has made the first one obsolete. It 

is now out of date and will soon disappear.  

• This is why many of the Jewish people couldn’t accept Jesus…He was the New Wine and the 

Old Wineskins couldn’t expand enough to handle Him…they would burst open. 

• This New Wineskin is death to our old self…this is a radical transformation, not a patch over top 

our old lives. 

• This is new life, new creation, born again…death to self and start all over new life. 

• Jesus reveals this radical transformation to the traditional Jewish system Pharisee, Nicodemus. 

John 3:1-17 (NLT2)  
1  There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee.  
2  After dark one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent 

you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.”  
3  Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  
4  “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s womb 

and be born again?” 5  Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being 

born of water and the Spirit. 6  Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to 

spiritual life. 7  So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’  
8  The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or 

where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”  
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9  “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked. 10  Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish 

teacher, and yet you don’t understand these things? 11  I assure you, we tell you what we know and have 

seen, and yet you won’t believe our testimony. 12  But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about 

earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  
13  No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven.  
14  And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 

up, 15  so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. 16  “For God loved the world so much 

that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal 

life. 17  God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.  

Jesus Parable #2-The Divided Kingdom 

• This parable of Jesus reveals the spirit war in heaven…playing out on the earth 

Mark 3:20-30 (NLT2)  
20  One time Jesus entered a house, and the crowds began to gather again. Soon he and his disciples 

couldn’t even find time to eat.  
21  When his family heard what was happening, they tried to take him away. “He’s out of his mind,” they 

said. 22  But the teachers of religious law who had arrived from Jerusalem said, “He’s possessed by 

Satan, the prince of demons. That’s where he gets the power to cast out demons.”  
23  Jesus called them over and responded with an illustration. “How can Satan cast out Satan?” he asked.  
24  “A kingdom divided by civil war will collapse. 25  Similarly, a family splintered by feuding will fall 

apart. 26  And if Satan is divided and fights against himself, how can he stand? He would never survive.  
27  Let me illustrate this further. Who is powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man like Satan 

and plunder his goods? Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie him up and then plunder 

his house. 28  “I tell you the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven,  
29  but anyone who blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. This is a sin with eternal 

consequences.” 30  He told them this because they were saying, “He’s possessed by an evil spirit.”  

• I’ve always read this statement of Jesus wondering if He told it with humor… “How can Satan 

cast out Satan?”…does that make any sense to anyone here? 

• Jesus uses this statement as an illustration/parable…How or why would you cast our yourself? 

• This reveals the spirit war…there are two spirits and they are at war…this is Jesus’ heavenly 

meaning/message…revealed later through the Apostle Paul. 

Ephesians 6:10-17 (NLT2)  
10  A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11  Put on all of God’s armor so that you 

will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 12  For we are not fighting against flesh-and-

blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this 

dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 13  Therefore, put on every piece of God’s 

armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be 

standing firm. 14  Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s 

righteousness. 15  For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully 

prepared. 16  In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil.  
17  Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  
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• Jesus then adds a second illustration point… Let me illustrate this further. Who is powerful 

enough to enter the house of a strong man like Satan and plunder his goods? Only someone 

even stronger—someone who could tie him up and then plunder his house.  

• Who is strong enough to bind up Satan and plunder his goods…it’s a real question! 

1 John 4:4-6 (NLT2)  
4  But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, because 

the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.  
5  Those people belong to this world, so they speak from the world’s viewpoint, and the world listens to 

them. 6  But we belong to God, and those who know God listen to us. If they do not belong to God, they 

do not listen to us. That is how we know if someone has the Spirit of truth or the spirit of deception. 

• The spirit war is real and one day Jesus is going to cast Satan into Hell. 

• Those who belong to this strong man Satan will go into hell with Satan. 

• The blasphemy of the Holy Spirit comment at the end of this parable is what happens when a 

person rejects the Spirit power of Jesus inside of them…the only power to overcome Satan. 

• “I tell you the truth, all sin and blasphemy can be forgiven, 29  but anyone who blasphemes the 

Holy Spirit will never be forgiven. This is a sin with eternal consequences.”  

• This is the spiritual message of Jesus…you can’t cast out Satan…the sin nature can’t cast out the 

sin nature. 

• A dying person can’t fix death…cast itself out. 

• A person under the curse can’t cast out the curse. 

Colossians 1:25-27 (NLT2)  

25  God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by proclaiming his entire message to you.  
26  This message was kept secret for centuries and generations past, but now it has been revealed to 

God’s people. 27  For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, 

too. And this is the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory. 

Jesus Parable #3-The Sower of the Seed 

Mark 4:1-9 (NLT2)  
1  Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. A very large crowd soon gathered around him, so 

he got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the people remained on the shore.  
2  He taught them by telling many stories in the form of parables, such as this one:  
3  “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed.  
4  As he scattered it across his field, some of the seed fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it.  
5  Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil was 

shallow.  
6  But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and since it didn’t have deep roots, it died.  
7  Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants so they produced no grain.  
8  Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, 

and even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”  
9  Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  
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• This is one of the most quoted parables of Jesus and it reveals a powerful spiritual truth that 

many still don’t have ears to hear…or they refuse to hear. 

• The seed is the Word of God…the Bible…the seed, the Word is alive and powerful. 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting 

between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.  
13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he 

is the one to whom we are accountable. 

• The beautiful part of this parable is Jesus takes the time to break it down to his disciples who 

have ears to hear and understand. 

Mark 4:10-20 (NLT2)  

10  Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered around, 

they asked him what the parables meant.  
11  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use 

parables for everything I say to outsiders,  
12  so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing. When they 

hear what I say, they will not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me and be forgiven.’”  
13  Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 

understand all the other parables?  
14  The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others.  
15  The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message, only to have Satan come at 

once and take it away.  
16  The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with 

joy.  
17  But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have 

problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word.  
18  The seed that fell among the thorns represents others who hear God’s word,  
19  but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the 

desire for other things, so no fruit is produced.  
20  And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept God’s word and produce a 

harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”  

• Here's my question for those who have ears to hear. 

• There are 4 types of people in Jesus’ parable…are all 4 of them saved? 

• Did some of those 4 have salvation and lose it…can you forfeit the Word that was sent to save? 

• If the Word is Jesus and Jesus is the Word…the Word became flesh. 

• If the Word is Jesus and you receive the Word by faith…can you then reject the Word/Jesus and 

be lost? 

• What or when would a person blaspheme the Holy Spirit in this scene? 

• Let’s let Jesus answer that question. 
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John 15:1-8 (NLT2)  

1  “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener.  
2  He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear 

fruit so they will produce even more.  
3  You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.  
4  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the 

vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.  
5  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 

fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.  
6  Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches 

are gathered into a pile to be burned.  
7  But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it 

will be granted!  
8  When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father.  

• Remain in me…remain in my word…why would that be important if it were not possible to 

depart? 

• The saved in Jesus parable of the seed is the one that produces a harvest (30,60,100). 

• This matches Jesus’ description of the vine and the branches. 

• The people aren’t saved because they have fruit…they have fruit because they are saved. 

• They are saved because they remain in the vine…the seed (the Word) is in them bearing fruit 

because the Seed, the Word, the Vine is SUPERNATURAL. 

• The Seed, Word and Vine represent CHRIST IN ME…this is the only way to be saved. 

• All the other fruitless, faithless branches will be thrown into the fire to be burned. 

• Those who have ears to hear will hear and understand what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

• Do you think it’s a coincidence that Jesus makes that “ears to hear” statement to all 7 churches in 

Revelation? 

Mark 4:10-14 (NLT2)  
10  Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve disciples and with the others who were gathered around, 

they asked him what the parables meant.  
11  He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God. But I use 

parables for everything I say to outsiders,  
12  so that the Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they see what I do, they will learn nothing. When 

they hear what I say, they will not understand. Otherwise, they will turn to me and be forgiven.’”  
13  Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand the meaning of this parable, how will you 

understand all the other parables?  
14  The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to others.  

 

• Do you see how important it is to have ears to hear and understand these parables of Jesus? 

• 3 down and 32 to go…I wonder how many will be with me when we finish this 12-week 

semester? 

 

 


