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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #8 October 21, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week #8 Adjusting Your Life to God 

• Before we get into the first day’s session. Think about the Scripture reference for this week’s 

study. 

Luke 14:33 (NIV)  
33  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  

Day #1...Adjustments are Necessary...You cannot stay where you are and go with God. 

• Many of us want God to speak to us and give us an assignment. However, we are not interested 

in making major adjustments in our lives. Biblically, that position is impossible. 

• Adjusting your life to God is the second critical turning point in your knowing and doing the will 

of God. If you choose to make the adjustment, you can move on to obedience. If you refuse to 

make that adjustment, you will miss what God has in store for your life. 

• Reality #5...God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that 

requires faith and action. 

• This is part of the crisis of belief...I must believe God and take action to follow Him. 

• We cannot continue life as usual or stay where we are and go with God at the same time.  

• Noah had to adjust his life to follow God. This is true for all of God’s servants (Abram, Moses, 

David, Amos, Jonah, Peter, Andrew, James, John and Paul. 

• This is the crisis...a major adjustment will be required to align your life with God. Think about 

Jesus... 

2 Corinthians 8:9 (NIV)  
9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  

• Jesus clearly told us that we must be willing to deny ourselves to follow Him. This is not 

optional for a Christian. This is fundamental to the calling of Christ. That’s why the prosperity 

gospel is so contrary to the true gospel of Jesus. One focuses on self and the other focuses on 

God. 

Mark 8:34-35 (NLT2)  
34  Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you 

must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me. 35  If you try to hang on to your 

life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you 

will save it. 

• Until you are ready to make any change necessary to follow and obey what God has said, you 

will be of little use to God. Your greatest single difficulty in following God may come at this 

point of full surrender. 
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• We tend to want to skip making adjustments and go directly from believing God to obedience. If 

you want to follow Him, you don’t have that choice. His ways are different from ours and the 

only way to follow Him is for us to make the adjustment, not Him. 

• Notice what happened when God used Elijah to call Elisha into service. 

1 Kings 19:19-21 (NLT2)  
19  So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were twelve teams of oxen in 

the field, and Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak 

across his shoulders and then walked away. 20  Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and 

said to him, “First let me go and kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!” 

Elijah replied, “Go on back, but think about what I have done to you.” 21  So Elisha returned to his 

oxen and slaughtered them. He used the wood from the plow to build a fire to roast their flesh. He 

passed around the meat to the townspeople, and they all ate. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant.  

• No turning back. All in! No half hearted response to God.  

• Compare that Elisha story to this one in the time of Jesus. 

Luke 18:18-30 (NLT2)  
18  Once a religious leader asked Jesus this question: “Good Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal 

life?”  
19  “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “Only God is truly good. 20  But to answer your 

question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You 

must not steal. You must not testify falsely. Honor your father and mother.’” 21  The man replied, “I’ve 

carefully obeyed all these commandments since I was young.” 22  When Jesus heard his answer, he said, 

“There is still one thing you haven’t done. Sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 23  But when the man heard this he became 

sad, for he was very rich. 24  When Jesus saw this, he said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

Kingdom of God! 25  In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

person to enter the Kingdom of God!” 26  Those who heard this said, “Then who in the world can be 

saved?” 27  He replied, “What is impossible for people is possible with God.” 28  Peter said, “We’ve left 

our homes to follow you.” 29  “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and I assure you that everyone who has given up 

house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the Kingdom of God,  
30  will be repaid many times over in this life, and will have eternal life in the world to come.”  

• There you go...that’s the reason we make the necessary adjustments in our lives to follow Jesus. 

• Peter and the others gave up everything to follow Jesus and their lives became part of something 

eternal, still affecting us today. 

Day #2...Kinds of Adjustments. What kinds of adjustments are required to position your life to be used 

by God? Trying to answer that question is like trying to list all the things God might ask you to do. The 

list could be endless. 

• Circumstances...job, home, finances. 

• Relationships...family, friends, business associates. 

• Thinking...prejudices, methods, your potential, your past. 
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• Commitments...to family, church, job, plans, traditions. 

• Actions...how to pray, how to give, how to serve. 

• Beliefs...about God, His purposes, His ways, your relationship with Him and others. 

• The mental part of your decision may be the easy part. The hard part is actually adjusting your 

life to God and taking the action to demonstrate your faith in real life (not just mentally). 

• Big Point...God is not looking for ways to make your life difficult. However, He intends to be the 

Lord of your life. When you identify a place where you refuse to allow His lordship, that is a 

place He will go to work. He is seeking absolute surrender. God is a jealous God and He will 

not share His glory with another. He wants all of your heart. This requires absolute surrender. 

Isaiah 48:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  I have refined you, but not as silver is refined. Rather, I have refined you in the furnace of suffering.  
11  I will rescue you for my sake— yes, for my own sake! I will not let my reputation be tarnished, and I 

will not share my glory with idols!  

• There is no way to go around this issue of total surrender and follow God. You must deal with 

this issue of who has your heart.  

• Remember this...these adjustments in your life are to “a Person”, not a religion or a lifestyle. 

• C.T. Studd (missionary to China, India, and Africa). If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then 

no sacrifice is too great for me to give for Him. 

Obedience Requires Adjustments 

1. You cannot stay where you are and go with God at the same time. 

2. Obedience is costly to you and to those around you. 

3. Obedience requires total dependence on God to work through you. 

Day #3...Obedience is Costly Part One 

• You cannot know and do God’s will without paying the price of adjustment and obedience. 

• We say Christ is Lord, and He can interrupt our plans anytime He wants. We just don’t expect 

Him to do it. We assume He will affirm everything we are doing and never ask us to change 

anything we have planned.  

• These adjustments are seemingly against our very nature. Because our nature is sinful and filled 

with darkness and rebellion apart from Christ. This brings up the issue of suffering. Suffering 

with Jesus is the adjustment of faith.  

• Notice the message of Christ to the Apostle Paul: 

Acts 9:15-16 (NIV)  

15  But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the 

Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. 16  I will show him how much he must suffer 

for my name." 

• Was Jesus just being mean to Paul for persecuting the church or was Jesus inviting Paul into a 

love relationship with Him? 
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• Paul made radical adjustments in his life after this encounter with Jesus. Was it worth it? Did 

Paul later regret making these adjustments to his life? Did Paul regret the times of suffering? 

Philippians 3:7-11 (NIV)  
7  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8  What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9  and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10  I want to know Christ and the power 

of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  
11  and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

• Sharing in His sufferings...becoming like Jesus. This is the reward...to know Him. 

Day #4...Obedience is Costly Part 2 

• What about when your obedience becomes costly for those around you? 

• Moses obeyed God by adjusting his life to God and the Israelites had to made bricks without 

straw. 

• When Jesus obeyed God and submitted to the cross His mother Mary suffered greatly. 

• What if following Jesus brings suffering and or hardship to your family, your children? 

• I loved Henry Blackaby’s example of spending time away from his children and later seeing 

God’s reward and blessing upon his family. 

• Blackaby...Ultimately all five of our children sensed God’s call to vocational ministry or 

mission work and all five are serving in full-time ministry today. Only God cold have done such 

a beautiful work with our children. You can trust God with your family. I would rather entrust 

my family to God’s care than to anyone else in the world. 

Day #5...Total Dependence on God 

• When you are God’s servant, you must remain in an intimate relationship with God in order for 

Him to complete His work through you. You must depend on God alone. 

John 15:4-5 (NIV)  
4  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5  "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  

• Everything through and from the Vine. Nothing more and nothing less. 

Galatians 2:20 (NIV)  
20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the 

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Isaiah 46:9-11 (NIV)  
9  Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and 

there is none like me. 10  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to 
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come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please. 11  From the east I summon a bird 

of prey; from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose. What I have said, that will I bring about; 

what I have planned, that will I do.  

• Faith is putting total dependence upon God. Without God at work in you, you can do nothing to 

produce Kingdom fruit. When God purposes to do something, He guarantees it will come to 

pass. If you depend on anything other than God, you are asking for failure in Kingdom terms. 

• Blackaby gives an example of a church that prayed for God to reveal Himself to them. That 

church sensed that God was leading them to start a bus ministry. They did so and the church 

experienced significant growth and experienced God.  

• Other churches saw the success of their bus ministry and started one as well. Their bus ministry 

failed. Why? IT NEVER WORKS! HE WORKS! 

• The method is never the key to accomplishing God’s purposes. The Key is your relationship with 

the Person of Christ.  

• If you leave the relations with God and go after a method or program. This is equal to spiritual 

adultery! 

• Good books, successful methods, creative programs and others’ success cannot take the place of 

your relationship with God. They never do the work. God does the work. Apart from Him, we 

can do nothing. 

• Sometimes we must wait on God. We don’t wait in nothingness. We wait on the assignment of 

God while we develop the relationship with God. We seek God’s Will and God’s Way and wait 

for Him. 

• I believe NCC Experienced a powerful Word from God on Wednesday 10/7 (Jeremiah 7:16). 

• How will we respond...preparing/adjusting ourselves and warning others???? 

Matthew 7:7-12 (NIV)  
7  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  
8  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  
9  "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10  Or if he asks for a fish, will give 

him a snake? 11  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12  So in everything, do to 

others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.  

Summary 

1. Obedience requires total dependence on God to work through me. 

2. “It” (methods or things) never works He works! 

3. He will do more through me in days and weeks than I could ever accomplish in years of labor. 

Waiting on Him is always worth the wait. 

4. I must believe that what He has led me to pray. He Himself will bring to pass. 

5. Our church needs to be a praying church. 

One way or the other...each of us are going to have to deal with this final Word from Jesus. 

Luke 14:33 (NIV)  
33  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.  


