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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #6 October 7, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week #6...God Speaks, Part Two 

Day #1...What Happens When You Pray? 

• Is it possible that we think too small when it comes to our relationship with God?  

• Example...Mark 2 reveals the story of some incredible friends who brought a crippled man to 

Jesus (through the roof) for physical healing and Jesus wanted to give MORE...spiritual healing. 

• What happens when we pray...do we think too small? Years ago I began closing out many of my 

prayer times with this statement to God. 

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV)  
20  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, 21  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 

for ever and ever! Amen. 

• I can ask and imagine a lot, but our God sees immeasurably more for His children than we could 

ever imagine...never forget that when you pray. 

• I can testify about this...when I came to NCC some 20 years ago I could never have asked for or 

imagined what has happened since that day. 

• You and I can’t even imagine a prayer that will come close to what God has planned for His 

children. 

• This is where the Spirit comes into power...to reveal God to us so that we might experience God. 

1 Corinthians 2:9-12 (NIV)  
9  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has 

prepared for those who love him"-- 10  but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches 

all things, even the deep things of God. 11  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 

man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  
12  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand 

what God has freely given us.  

• The power of the future is not in us, but in God. God is wanting us to open our lives to what He 

has for us. This is the power of experiencing God. We must lay down our plans and agendas to 

experience the future that God has planned for us.  

• We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may 

understand what God has freely given us. (vs 12) 

• When you pray are you listening for God’s response and direction? When you read the Bible are 

you listening for God’s direction and enlightenment? Going through the motions without any 

expectation will never bring your heart to the place to hear from God. 

• God is giving you the Word...read it with expectation. God has given you a heart to pray...pray 

with expectations. Seek, knock and ask...this applies to the ways that God reveals himself. 



 

P
ag

e2
 

Matthew 7:7-8 (NIV)  
7  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  
8  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  

• How long? What if God doesn’t answer my prayers? First, we should search our own lives to 

make sure there is no unconfessed and unrepentant sin in our lives. We need to deal with that sin, 

not ignore it. Secondly, we must trust in the love of God to be right on time.  

• The story of Mary, Martha and Lazarus is a great example. If Jesus had come when they called 

Him, they would not have experienced IMMEASURABLY MORE. Sometimes there is a reason 

for the silence, a reason for the waiting. 

• Mary and Martha knew Jesus personally, but they didn’t know Him to be “The Resurrection and 

the Life” until after the waiting, after the silence. This new revelation of Jesus was worth the 

waiting.  

Matthew 7:9-11 (NIV)  
9  "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10  Or if he asks for a fish, will give 

him a snake? 11  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

• If your heart is truly surrendered to God and you experience silence in your time with God there 

are two possibilities. Something in your life is not aligned with God (disobedience or sin) or 

something bigger is coming and you must wait for it. Allow God to develop your character and 

faith in the time of waiting.  

• Keep knocking, seeking and asking. Keep praying and studying His Word with expectancy. 

Don’t become frustrated or impatient. Trust that He is able to reveal Himself at the proper time. 

• My day #1 summary...Jesus was wanting to reveal something NEW to Mary and Marth. 

Something they would have never experienced without the waiting.  

Day #2 God Speaks Through Circumstances 

• Do you believe that God will use circumstance and events around you to communicate today? 

John 5:17 (NIV)  
17  Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." 

• The circumstances were the things Jesus saw the Father doing. Only the Father can do certain 

things. Jesus was so connected to the Father through the Spirit that he could see the work of the 

Father around Him and Jesus adjusted Himself to the Father’s activity. 

John 5:30 (NLT2)  
30  I can do nothing on my own. I judge as God tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry 

out the will of the one who sent me, not my own will. 

• This brings up a vital point of faith. How do you see things that are happening around you? Do 

you see them from a human perspective or through the eyes of God? There have been many 

things in my life that didn’t make sense from a human perspective, but is that how I should see 

my circumstances? 
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• Jesus would watch and see what the Father was doing and then adjust His life to the will of the 

Father. This would be impossible if we only operate from a human perspective. We must be able 

to see things from a spiritual perspective and ONLY the Holy Spirit can give us those type of 

eyes. 

When our current circumstances are confusing or simply don’t make any sense.  

1. Settle in your mind that God has forever demonstrated His unfailing love for you on the cross. 

That love will never change. 

2. Do not try to understand what God is like from the middle of your circumstances. 

3. Go to God and ask Him to help you see His perspective on your situation. 

4. Wait on the Holy Spirit. He may take God’s Word and help you understand your circumstances. 

5. Adjust your life to God and to what you see Him doing in your circumstances. 

6. Do all He tells you to do.  

7. Experience God working in and through you to accomplish His purposes. 

Day #3...The Truth of Your Circumstances 

• I’ve got to tell you up front that today’s teaching was very, very powerful to me. 

• Blackaby...You cannot know the truth of your circumstances until you have heard from God! 

• Moses was obedient to God and went to Pharaoh. That meeting brought great hardship upon the 

people of Israel. Can you imagine being Moses as all the people began shouting against him 

(make bricks without straw)? 

• You cannot know the truth about your circumstances until you have heard from God. The truth 

was God wanted Pharaoh to resist so that God would reveal Himself in powers and wonders to 

the Egyptians and the Israelites...the world. 

• BIG POINT...When the Holy Spirit talks to you, He reveals Truth. He communicates with you 

about a Person-about Jesus. TRUTH IS A PERSON! We sometimes think truth is a set of 

information or facts, but the Truth of God is a person...the person of Jesus Christ. Remember as 

you read this next Scripture...God reveals himself through His names. 

John 14:6 (NLT2)  
6  Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through 

me. 

• Pilate asked Jesus perhaps the most important question in life.  

John 18:36-38 (NIV)  

36  Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest 

by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 37  "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus 

answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came 

into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 38  "What is truth?" 

Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against him.  
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• Truth was standing in front of Pilate and Pilate couldn’t see Him. Truth is not just some bit of 

information about a topic. Truth is a person and you can never know the truth of your 

circumstance until you have heard from God...until the Truth has been revealed by God. 

• Jesus’ disciples were in a boat in a terrible storm on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus was asleep on a 

pillow in the back of the boat while the disciples were in a terrible panic. We’re all going to die 

and He’s asleep! What is the truth of their circumstance? 

Mark 4:35-41 (NLT2)  
35  As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.”  
36  So they took Jesus in the boat and started out, leaving the crowds behind (although other boats 

followed). 37  But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were breaking into the boat, and it began to 

fill with water. 38  Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples 

woke him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?” 39  When Jesus woke 

up, he rebuked the wind and said to the water, “Silence! Be still!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there 

was a great calm. 40  Then he asked them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”  
41  The disciples were absolutely terrified. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the wind 

and waves obey him!”  

• This was their Mary, Martha and Lazarus moment. God was going to reveal something very big 

to them. 

• TRUTH was sleeping in the back of the boat. Go wake Him up! 

• You will never know the truth of your circumstances until you go and wake Him up! 

• The same thing happened with the widow from the town of Nain. What do you think that widow 

believed about her truth as they carried her only son to the graveyard? She couldn’t possibly 

know the truth about her circumstances until she heard from JESUS-THE TRUTH. 

• Do you see how important it is for us to allow the Holy Spirit to see from God’s perspective?  

John 14:26-27 (NIV)  
26  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 

I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

• This is how you can find peace inside terrible circumstances. This is how we process our fears 

when there is seemingly much to be afraid of. We must see our circumstances from God’s 

eternal perspective. We will never be able to know the truth of our circumstances until we have 

heard from JESUS! 

• Truth is sleeping in the back of the boat. God and wake Him up! 

Day #4...Spiritual Markers 

• Blackaby...When God gets ready for you to take a new step or direction in His activity, it will 

always be in sequence with what He has already been doing in your life.  

• You and I have an important decision to make along the way and yes in the time of waiting. We 

must live with our hearts open to whatever God is about to call us to. Yes, anything (even a hut 

in Ethiopia). We must be willing to say at any time...Lord, whatever I know to be Your will, I 
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will do it. Regardless of the cost and regardless of the adjustment, I commit myself ahead of 

time to follow Your will Lord. No matter what that will looks like, I will do it.  

• If you cannot say that as you begin to seek God’s will, you do not mean...Your will be done! 

What you are really saying to God is “Your will be done” as long as it agrees with my will. 

• There are two words in the Christian language that cannot go together... “NO LORD”. The Word 

Lord means Master.  

• After you have dealt with this surrender issue fully. Yes, you must deal with this issue fully (all 

or none).  

1 Kings 18:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  So Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. 21  Then Elijah stood 

in front of them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions? If the 

LORD is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were completely silent. 

• Spiritual Markers in your life will help you see God’s sequencing. Why did God tell Joshua to 

pull 12 stones from the dry riverbed of the Jordan? So they would never forget what God had 

done for them in the past. This is where spiritual markers help us remember God’s faithfulness 

during the time of waiting. 

• From start to finish, yes even before you were born God is working out a divine plan for your 

life.  

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (NLT2)  
4  The LORD gave me this message: 5  “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 

Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”  
6  “O Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” 7  The LORD replied, “Don’t 

say, ‘I’m too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8  And don’t be 

afraid of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the LORD, have spoken!”  
9  Then the LORD reached out and touched my mouth and said, “Look, I have put my words in your 

mouth! 10  Today I appoint you to stand up against nations and kingdoms. Some you must uproot and 

tear down, destroy and overthrow. Others you must build up and plant.”  

• Every event in your life up to this point has been seen and planned by God. He is calling us to 

himself and working out the good, the bad and the ugly for His glory and it’s all based on love. 

The next thing that God has for you is and has been directly connected to everything that you 

have experienced in Him up to this point. God is sequencing the events of your life into His 

divine plan. 

Romans 8:28 (NIV)  
28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.  

 

Day #5...God Speaks Through the Church 
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• Sometimes Christians think their walk with the Lord is independent of anyone else and they are 

not accountable to the church. It is true that every believer has direct access to God through 

Christ. However, God created the church as His redemptive agent in the world. He has a purpose 

for the church. God places every member in a church to accomplish His redemptive purposes 

through that congregation.  

1 Corinthians 12:18-20 (NIV)  
18  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 

be. 19  If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

Matthew 25:14-15 (NLT2)  
14  “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a long trip. He 

called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he was gone.  
15  He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one bag of silver to the last—

dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his trip.  

Acts 2:46-47 (NLT2)  
46  They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared 

their meals with great joy and generosity— 47  all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of 

all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 

• God made us (the church) mutually interdependent. We need each other to reach our full 

potential in Christ. God communicates (speaks) through the church in these last days.  

• The local church is the body of Christ. The believers around the world are united under the 

Kingdom of God, under the authority of our King Jesus. The local church is to function like a 

body. It is NOT part of the body, it is the body.  

• Apart from the body (local church) you cannot fully know God’s plan for relating to God’s 

people. Without the eye, the hand doesn’t know what to touch. Without the ear, the rest of the 

body may not know when or how to respond. Every member of the body needs to list to what the 

other members say. 

• Two personal examples in this past month. One church member says something outside the 

office doors that confirmed something I was seeking from God. Another church member sends 

me a message that also confirms something that I had been seeking from God. This would not 

have happened apart from the body. We need each other. God speaks through the church in these 

last days. 

• This is how I answered that summary question for day #5. Don’t be afraid to let the body of 

believers assist you in knowing God’s will. 

 

 

 


