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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #5 September 30, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week # 5...God Speaks, Part One 

Day #1...God speaks in different ways 

John 8:47 (NIV) 47  He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that 

you do not belong to God." 

• Blackaby...If a Christian does not know when God is speaking, he is in trouble at the heart of 

their Christian life. 

• In the Old Testament (before Christ) God spoke through angels, prophets, visions, dreams, 

Urim/Thummin, symbolic actions, gentle whisper, miraculous signs and many other ways. 

• HOW God spoke in the past is not as important point for us today. That He spoke is! In every 

case of Scripture, those God spoke to knew He was God and they understood what He said. 

Four important truths about how God spoke in the Old Testament 

#1) When God spoke, the experience was usually unique to that individual. 

• Moses got a burning bush, but that’s the only time that happened in the Old Testament. If Moses 

were alive today, he would have written a book titled, “My Burning Bush Experience” and 

many churches would go looking for their burning bush. God’s burning bush moment with 

Moses was unique to Moses. God wanted a personal and unique experience with Moses, not a 

method.  

#2) When God spoke, the person was sure that God was speaking 

• One thing became very clear in Moses’ burning bush moment...this is God speaking to me. 

Moses hid his face in fear as he realized that God was talking to him. 

Exodus 3:6 (NIV) 6  Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 

and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.  

#3) When God spoke, the person knew what God had said. 

• Moses understood exactly what God was calling him to do. There was no guessing. That was the 

same with everyone that was called by God in the Old Testament. 

#4) When God spoke, that was an encounter with God 

• Wouldn’t it have been foolish for Moses to go to his wife after the burning bush and say, “I wish 

I could someday have an encounter with God.”  

• In every Old Testament example...God is the one who initiates the relationship and the calling 

and God is the only One who can cause a person to experience His presence...to encounter Him. 

• But what about today...can we still encounter God today...hear from God today? When God 

speaks to us today through the Holy Spirit by way of the Bible, prayer, circumstances, or the 
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church. You can know that it was God who spoke to you and you will understand what He is 

saying to you (no guessing). This is your encounter with God. For example, every time you read 

the Bible you have an opportunity to encounter and experience God. 

• Wrong pattern that many Christians use today. Lord, stop me if I’m wrong and bless me if 

I’m right. Close the door if this is not your will. What’s wrong with this type of prayer as we 

seek God’s will? 

• Let’s face it, this way/method seems much easier than spending time to develop a personal 

relationship with Jesus. God wants an intimate relationship with us. His first goal is not to get us 

to do, or not do something. He wants us to experience His love and become part of His family as 

the children of God.  

• Blackaby...God is not obligated to stop you from making a mistake (close the door if I’m 

wrong). 

• Developing an intimate and personal relationship with God takes much time and effort. It is not 

cheap or easy to develop this lifelong relationship of trust and devotion to God, but it is “life 

itself”.   

• There might be “much waiting” in this relationship building call of God. One of biggest 

struggles today is waiting on God. We want to do something, and God wants us to “abide”. 

Yes, God is always doing something, but not at the cost of “abiding”.  

Luke 10:38-42 (NLT2) 38  As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to 

a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed them into her home. 39  Her sister, Mary, sat 

at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40  But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was 

preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here 

while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” 41  But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, 

you are worried and upset over all these details! 42  There is only one thing worth being concerned 

about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”  

• My summary statement for this first day was also a revelation of God to me personally. This is 

what I wrote at the end of my day #1 study.  

• Focus on abiding, let everything flow from the VINE through the branch! 

Day #2...God speaks by the Holy Spirit 

• I must say that I absolutely loved this day #2 study!!!!! 

Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV) 1  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and 

in various ways, 2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, and through whom he made the universe.  

• We’ve talked about how God spoke in the Old Testament. Now we address how God spoke 

while Jesus was on the earth (Immanuel-God was with us). In the gospels, God spoke 

through Jesus. 

• Whenever Jesus spoke (as recorded in the gospels) God was speaking. When Jesus did miracles, 

God was doing miracles through Jesus.  
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• Wouldn’t it be crazy for the disciples to look at Jesus and say...I wish we could have an 

encounter with God? But wait, that is what happened. 

John 14:6-11 (NLT2) 6  Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the 

Father except through me. 7  If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is. From 

now on, you do know him and have seen him!” 8  Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we 

will be satisfied.” 9  Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t 

know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show him 

to you? 10  Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak are not 

my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11  Just believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have seen me do.  

• It is really important for us to understand...these first two ways of God speaking before we can 

possibly understand the way God speaks to us in the New Testament church-age.  

• Old Testament...many different ways...prophets, angels, burning bushes, etc. 

• While Jesus was on earth in the flesh...God spoke directly through Jesus. 

• But what about now, today? This is where many people struggle today. Some people live like 

God quit speaking personally to His people in the church age. We fail to realize that an 

encounter with the Holy Spirit is an encounter with God, just like an encounter with Jesus 

was an encounter with God. 

• The Holy Spirit comes to live inside of us when we become a believer. The Holy Spirit is the 

Spirit of Christ, the very person of Christ. The Holy Spirit is not a “junior sized version” of God, 

but God. 

• Let me prove that statement by going back to the birth of Jesus and ask a question. Who came 

upon Mary to make her pregnant with the Son of God? Answer...the Holy Spirit. Then why don’t 

we call Jesus the Son of the Holy Spirit...because we acknowledge the Holy Spirit to be God. 

Luke 1:34-35 (NIV) 34  "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 35  The angel 

answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

• In the church age (now) when you encounter the Holy Spirit, you have encountered God.  

1 Corinthians 3:16 (NIV) 16  Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's 

Spirit lives in you? 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) 19  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who 

is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20  you were bought at a price. 

Therefore honor God with your body. 

• The only way we can every know and experience God is through the Holy Spirit’s presence in 

our lives. Why? 

Romans 3:10-12 (NIV) 10  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11  there is no one 

who understands, no one who seeks God. 12  All have turned away, they have together become 

worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."  
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• When the Holy Spirit comes to us (when we put our faith in Christ) we have encountered God 

and we are now in fellowship with Him. We can hear and know Him.  

1 Corinthians 2:8-13 (NIV) 8  None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they 

would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9  However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has 

heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10  but God has 

revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11  For who 

among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one 

knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12  We have not received the spirit of the world but 

the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13  This is what we 

speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual 

truths in spiritual words.  

• The Holy Spirit speaks to us through the Bible, the Word of God. But no one will be able to truly 

understand and hear the Word of God without the Holy Spirit’s presence. Blackaby...truth is 

never discovered, it is revealed. 

1 Corinthians 2:14-15 (NIV) 14  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from 

the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 

spiritually discerned. 15  The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not 

subject to any man's judgment: 

• This is where timing is so important. When God speaks through the Holy Spirit, we must 

respond immediately and completely.  

Amos 8:11-12 (NIV) 11  "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD, "when I will send a 

famine through the land-- not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words 

of the LORD. 12  Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word 

of the LORD, but they will not find it.  

Day #3...God Reveals. Blackaby... God speaks to His people. When He speaks, what does He reveal? 

Throughout the Scriptures when God speaks His desire is to reveal something about Himself, His 

purpose, or His ways. God’s revelations are designed to bring you into an increasingly deeper and 

profound love relationship with Him. 

• God’s revelation of Himself is to prepare us for what is coming next. He does this by revealing 

who He is to us ( to Abraham He said, “I AM GOD Almighty”).But we must be attentive to His 

voice. We must listen and believe that which we have heard from God. 

1. You will have to believe God is who He says He is. 

2. You will have to believe God can do what He says He will do. 

3. You will have to adjust your thinking in light of this belief. 

4. Trusting that God will demonstrate Himself to be who He says He is, you then obey Him. 

5. When you obey, God does His work through you and demonstrates that He is who He says He is. 

6. Then you will know God by experience. 

7. You will know God is who He says He is. 
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• This is not a head knowledge relationship (we know about God). No, this is a heart knowledge 

of God through experience, love and trust. Abraham knew God in his heart by trusting Him in 

his head and believing that God was indeed Almighty...giving him a child at 100 years of age. 

• This is very important...God reveals Himself to us to prepare us for what He is about to do. We 

are His servants and servants never tell the Master what they are going to do. Servants always 

receive their instructions from the Master. 

Amos 3:7 (NIV) 7  Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants 

the prophets.  

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) 21  Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that 

prevails.  

• If your plans and purposes are not God’s, you will not experience God working through you. He 

is not here to serve us. We are here to serve Him. 

Day #4...God Speaks Through the Bible. 

• In these last days, God speaks through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit speaks through the Bible, 

prayer, circumstances and the church. These four ways are difficult to separate and usually they 

work together in concert. 

• Blackaby...The Bible is God’s Word. It describes God’s complete revelation of Himself to 

humanity.  

• The Holy Spirit is the power to reveal the Bible to us. The Bible is Truth and the Spirit reveals 

Truth. 

John 14:15-17 (NIV)  
15  "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor to be with you forever-- 17  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because 

it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  

1. I READ God’s Word, the Bible. 

2. The Spirit of truth takes God’s Word and REVEALS truth. 

3. I ADJUST my life to God’s truth. 

4. I OBEY God. 

5. God works through me to accomplish His purposes. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 (NIV) 14  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the 

Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 

spiritually discerned. 

• Understanding spiritual truths...the Bible does not lead us to an encounter with God; it is the 

encounter with God! If you want to have an encounter with God...OPEN YOUR BIBLE AND 

READ IT! 

Day #5...God Speaks Through Prayer. Blackaby...Prayer is a relationship, not just a religious activity. 
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• We’ve talked a lot about truth and the revelation of truth. Truth is not just a set of information or 

facts. Truth is a person. If you know the facts and never know the person, you’ve missed the very 

reason for truth. Jesus said, “I AM the Truth”. 

John 14:6 (NIV) 6  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 

• Prayer is a relationship with the Person of Jesus Christ. Prayer is two-way communication with 

God. It took me a long time to really get this truth. Much of my early prayer life was talking to 

God and not listening. But then I began to realize that God was using that time to speak to me 

and reveal things to me. I would get up from my prayer time with peace, understanding and 

confidence that I didn’t have before. I would get up from that prayer time with a clarity that was 

not there before. 

• It was at that point that I started to specifically notice and follow through with these things that 

had been revealed to me in prayer.  

• Genuine prayer, like reading the Bible, is not leading us into an encounter with God. It is the 

encounter with God. 

1. God takes the initiative by causing you to want to or need to pray. 

2. The Holy Spirit takes the Word of God and reveals to you the will of God. 

3. In the Spirit you pray in agreement with God’s will. 

4. You adjust your life to the truth, to God. 

5. You look and listen for confirmation or further direction from the Bible, circumstances and the 

church (other believers). 

6. You obey. 

7. God works in you and through you to accomplish His purposes. 

8. You experience God just as the Spirit revealed in your prayers. 

• Maybe you’ve heard people talk about praying in the Spirit. What does that mean? 

Romans 8:26-27 (NIV) 26  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what 

we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  
27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 

saints in accordance with God's will. 

• I absolutely loved the Blackaby’s bicycle story. 

Philippians 2:13 (NLT2)  
13  For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.  

• The bike is already there in the garage. My Father just needed to prepare me to want the bike. 

 

 


