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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #4 September 23, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week # 4...Love and God’s Invitation. 

Day #1...Know God. If you want to know God’s will, you must respond to His invitation to love Him. 

• Have you ever thought deeply about God’s response when Moses asked His name at the burning 

bush? 

Exodus 3:14 (NIV)  
14  God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent 

me to you.'"  

• God was telling Moses that HE was everything that Moses would ever need. 

• God was telling Moses that this calling to go to Egypt would be powered and completed by “I 

AM”. 

• Jesus comes upon the scene some 1500 years after the time of Moses and this happens. 

John 8:54-59 (NLT2)  
54  Jesus answered, “If I want glory for myself, it doesn’t count. But it is my Father who will glorify me. 

You say, ‘He is our God,’ 55  but you don’t even know him. I know him. If I said otherwise, I would be 

as great a liar as you! But I do know him and obey him. 56  Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked 

forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.” 57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. 

How can you say you have seen Abraham?” 58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham 

was even born, I AM!” 59  At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden 

from them and left the Temple.  

• Do you know who is calling you today to follow Him...the I AM. He is everything you need. 

• I preached an 8-part sermon series back in 2013 called “I AM’. Jesus specifically reveals 

Himself/His Name when He says: 

• I AM the Bread of Life, I AM the Light of the World, I AM the Gate, I AM the Good Shepherd, 

I AM the Resurrection and the Life, I AM the Way-Truth-Life, I AM the Vine. 

• We’ve been focusing on Jesus’ statement “I AM the Vine” during this study. Jesus is telling us 

that connecting our lives to Him (the Vine) connects us to I AM. That means all 7 of those names 

(and much, much more) are ours through faith in Christ. 

• Jesus told those people around Him that he knew/saw Abraham, but Abraham lived some 2000 

years before Jesus was born in the flesh. The whole story of the Jewish people (the people called 

by God) began with Abraham. That story began with God providing a Lamb for the 

sacrifice...can you see how God is putting all this together? 

Genesis 22:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  So Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while he himself carried the 

fire and the knife. As the two of them walked on together, 7  Isaac turned to Abraham and said, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “We have the fire and the wood,” the boy said, “but where is the 
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sheep for the burnt offering?” 8  “God will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” 

Abraham answered. And they both walked on together.  

Genesis 22:13-14 (NLT2)  
13  Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the ram 

and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son.  
14  Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh (which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day, 

people still use that name as a proverb: “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 

Genesis 22:15-18 (NLT2)  
15  Then the angel of the LORD called again to Abraham from heaven.  
16  “This is what the LORD says: Because you have obeyed me and have not withheld even your son, 

your only son, I swear by my own name that  
17  I will certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond number, like the stars in the sky 

and the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities of their enemies.  
18  And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all because you have 

obeyed me.” 

• God initiated this love encounter with Abraham. Abraham believed God and waited on God. It 

was about 25 years of waiting before Isaac was born to him. God was developing the character 

and trust of Abraham during the time of waiting. At the end of that waiting Abraham obeyed 

God even to the point of sacrificing his son Isaac. God was revealing His Name...Jehovah 

Jireh...God will provide. 

• With all of that background from day #1 let’s read this powerful Word from Jesus. 

John 14:21 (NIV)  

21  Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 

loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  

Day #2...Worship God 

• I have a very short summary for that day’s study. I have personally learned how and why to 

worship God by experiencing and knowing God. I can worship Him because I know Him and 

have experienced Him.  

Day #3...Love God-God takes the initiate to pursue a love relationship with you. This love relationship 

is not a one-sided affair. He wants you to know Him, worship Him, and love Him.  

• Based on John 14:21...who are the people who truly love Jesus...the one who hears and obeys the 

calling/commands of Christ. 

• How does the Father respond to the person who loves His Son Jesus...with love! 

• What two things will Jesus do for the one who loves Him...love him and show/reveal Himself to 

him. 

John 14:31 (NIV)  
31  but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded 

me.  
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• From God’s perspective, how do we show our love to Him...seeking, listening, receiving and 

obeying. 

• Blackaby...A love relationship with God requires that you demonstrate your love by obedience. 

If you love Him, you will obey Him. If you have an obedience problem, you have a love 

problem. 

• Whatever the command might be (Abraham sacrifice your son Isaac) it is based on love. God is 

love and He only operates in love. It is against His nature to operate outside of love. So, 

whatever God is leading you to do, or asking you to endure/experience...it is based on love. 

Romans 8:28 (NIV)  
28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.  

• Whoever has my commands and obeys them...can you see how important the Bible is to loving 

God? 

Deuteronomy 32:45-47 (NIV)  
45  When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel,  
46  he said to them, "Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you 

may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law.  
47  They are not just idle words for you--they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you 

are crossing the Jordan to possess." 

• When Jesus calls us to obey His commands/Words...He is not restricting us but setting us free. 

His Words are life! 

• Blackaby...Suppose you had to cross a field full of land mines, and a person who knew exactly 

where each one was buried offered to take you through it. Would you say to him, “I don’t want 

you to tell me what to do. I have free will! I don’t want you to impose your way on me!” 

• Know Him, Love Him, Believe Him, Trust Him, Obey Him. 

Day #4...God Invites You to Join Him 

Blackaby...The Bible is the record of God’s activity in the world. In it He reveals Himself, His purposes 

and plans, and His ways. The Bible is NOT primarily a book about individuals and their relationships 

with God, such as Abraham, Moses and Paul. Rather the Bible focuses on the activity of God and His 

relationships with individuals. 

• God works through people. Yes, He could do everything on his own, but He wants us to be in a 

love relationship with Him that joins Him in His plans to redeem the world. One of the greatest 

evidences of this is The Twelve. God gave 12 men to Jesus to prepare them to accomplish His 

purposes. Jesus could have done everything on His own, but that’s not how God wants to work. 

That would leave out the love relationship. None of these disciples called and chose Jesus...God 

chose them and gave them to the Son. The Son revealed God’s will to them and they carried out 

their mission of love...to the glory of the Father. This is Jesus’ prayer for His disciples before He 

goes to the cross. 
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John 17:8-12 (NIV)  
8  For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came 

from you, and they believed that you sent me.  
9  I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  
10  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.  
11  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we 

are one.  
12  While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has 

been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 

John 6:39 (NIV)  
39  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise 

them up at the last day. 

John 5:19-21 (NIV)  
19  Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only 

what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.  
20  For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him 

even greater things than these.  
21  For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is 

pleased to give it. 

• Jesus is still calling people into a love relationship today. Yes, the calling comes with the need 

for obedience. We are not just called to watch, but to join and participate in God’s divine plans. 

• We are called by God to be watching and actively seeking to serve God at any moment. Is it 

possible that God is working around us and we can’t see it? Yes! 

2 Kings 6:15-17 (NIV)  
15  When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses 

and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the servant asked.  
16  "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those who are with 

them."  
17  And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's 

eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.  

• You must live in an intimate love relationship with God. 

• God must take the initiative to open your spiritual eyes so you can see what He is doing. 

Day #5...Knowing Where God is at Work 

• The crowd was not the harvest field. The harvest field was in the crowd. Jesus picked out the 

harvest field inside the great crowds. Only God can do this. Only God knows the location of 

fertile soil for His seed. 

• How can we know for sure that God is working around us? Are there some things that only God 

can do? 
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• Yes, there are some things that only God does...when you see these things happening you can 

know that God is moving. 

John 6:44 (NIV)  
44  "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last 

day. 

Six Things that Only God can do. He does them all through the Holy Spirit’s power 

1. Draws people to Himself. 

2. Causes people to seek Him. 

3. Reveals spiritual truth. 

4. Convicts the world of guilt about sin. 

5. Convicts the world of righteousness. 

6. Convicts the world of judgment. 

John 16:7-11 (NIV)  
7  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will 

not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  
8  When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  
9  in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  
10  in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;  
11  and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

Closing 

Blackaby...Frequently, the reason we do not join Go is because we are not committed to join Him. We 

want God to bless us, not to work though us. As a church, do not look for ways God is going to bless 

you. Look for ways God is going to reveal Himself by working through you and beyond you to 

accomplish His purposes.  


