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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #3 September 16, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week # 3...God pursues a love relationship. 

• What if I told you that God created you with one single overriding purpose for your life? That 

purpose was to know and love God in this lifetime, so that you might know and love Him 

forever. Nothing else can compare or compete with this ultimate goal of life. 

• You will never “naturally” seek, initiate or find this single overriding purpose in life. God will 

have to initiate it by calling you to Himself.  

• Blackaby...If you were standing before God, could you describe your relationship with Him by 

saying, “I love You with all my heart and all my soul and with all my mind and all my strength”?  

• YES OR NO...Check only one. 

• How you answer this question determines whether or not you have truly found this overriding 

single purpose of life itself. To miss this, is to miss everything...the greatest of all human 

tragedies. 

• Could this possibly be your answer tonight...No, I could not describe my relationship with God 

that way. I could say I obey Him, I serve Him, I worship Him and I fear Him. But I cannot say I 

love Him. 

• Do you see how empty this answer is...it lacks the overriding purpose of life itself...love. 

• Everything in your life will be out of order and unfulfilling until you deal with this issue of 

loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength (undivided heart). 

• Perhaps the greatest revelation of this truth is found in this statement of God to the people of 

Israel in the Old Testament. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (NIV)  
4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  
5  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

• Listen Israel...The Lord is “ONE”...the One and only source of life and the One and only 

meaning of life. Then God reveals the overriding single purpose of life...love with all, not some, 

but all. 

• This did not change in the New Testament. In fact, Jesus quotes this verse from Deuteronomy: 

Mark 12:29-30 (NIV)  
29  "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.' 

• Nothing in your life is going to make sense until you deal with this love issue. All the work, the 

doing, the serving, the studying will have no meaning until it is based on love. 
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1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (NIV)  
1  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 

I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3  If I give all I possess to the 

poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  

• Why...why is loving God so important? This is your life! There is no life without it! 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 (NIV)  
19  This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20  and that you may love 

the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will 

give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

• Choose life, the Lord is your life...this is based on love, not fear or duty, but love first. 

• Yes, there is a place for the fear of God and yes there is a place for duty and serving God, but 

they are all based on love...God loves us (He initiated this love relationship) and desires that we 

love Him in return. 

• The cross settles this issue of God’s love. No person can look at the cross and question the 

incredible love of God. 

John 3:16-17 (NIV)  

16  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him. 

• God calls us, invites us to choose life and yes it’s a choice. God isn’t going to force us to love 

Him. God wants us to live under the blessing while we are living our years on this present earth, 

but we must choose life. God is our life and loving God with “ALL” is the choice of life itself. 

This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live. 

• Day 2-Blackaby...If you knew all you had was a relationship with God, would you be totally and 

completely satisfied? Many  people would say, “I would like to have that relationship, but I 

would also like to do something”. 

• Doing cannot replace the love relationship with God. Busy-ness cannot replace the fellowship 

with God that our souls’ thirst for. This is one of the dangers of ministry. Busy-ness can take so 

much of my life that I can drift away from the very meaning and purpose of life itself. 

• I’ve heard it said that if Satan can’t make you evil, he’ll make you busy. They both accomplish 

the same goal...shifting us away from the purpose and meaning of life itself. 

• All means All! The first and second of the 10 Commandments deal with this issue of idolatry. 

God is a jealous God and He will not tolerate unfaithfulness. Why? Because He loves us too 

much to see us fall away and lose the very meaning and purpose of life. 
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Exodus 20:1-6 (NIV)  
1  And God spoke all these words: 2  "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 

the land of slavery. 3  "You shall have no other gods before me. 4  "You shall not make for yourself an 

idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  
5  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 

punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,  
6  but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

Matthew 6:24 (NIV)  
24  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 

• Knowing God and experiencing this love relationship with God brings a blessing in this current 

life along with the promises of God in eternity. Living in love is the blessing. This love is greater 

than all of life’s harsh circumstances and trials.  

Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV)  
31  So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  
32  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  
33  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

• The Apostle Paul understood that knowing Christ and loving Him was greater than anything else 

that could be achieved on earth.  

Philippians 3:7-8 (NIV)  
7  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8  What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ. 

• How can you lose everything and find this type of great joy and fulfillment? “He is no fool to 

gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” (Jim Elliot, missionary killed in Ecuador 

in 1956 while sharing the gospel of love to the natives there). 

Day #3...Walking with God...this is the day that the study asked each of you to set aside 30 minutes 

for a walk with God. 

• Maybe this is the first time you ever thought about Adam and Eve hiding from God in their 

naked shame. Where are you Adam? God knew that something in their love relationship had 

gone wrong. Their love relationship and fellowship had been broken and this grieves the heart of 

God, yes even now. 

• Would God have to say this with your name added...____________, where are you?  

Jeremiah 7:13 (NIV)  
13  While you were doing all these things, declares the LORD, I spoke to you again and again, but you 

did not listen; I called you, but you did not answer. 
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• I’m asking everyone to be honest tonight. Do you struggle with setting aside a quiet time with 

God? Why do you think its such a struggle to give God 30 minutes of your time each day? 

Doesn’t this issue reveal the whole issue of loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and 

strength?  People who struggle to spend time with God don’t have a scheduling problem; they 

have a love problem. They have a divided heart toward God. This time should be about duty, but 

about love. The Apostle Paul declares that the love of God compels him to devote time to this 

relationship. 

2 Corinthians 5:14 (NLT2)  
14  Either way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that 

we have all died to our old life. (NIV compels...urges us on). 

• This next illustration is the best one yet. 

• Suppose you were dating someone you loved and intended to marry. What is the primary 

reason you would date (spend time with) that person? 

1. Because I would want to find out about his likes and dislikes? 

2. Because I would want to find out about her family background? 

3. Because I would want to find out about his knowledge and education? 

4. Because I would love her and would enjoy being with her? 

• Yes, two people in a love relationship will want to know more and more about each other, but 

that’s not why they spend time together. They date/spend time together because they love each 

other and they want to be together as much as possible. They enjoy each other’s fellowship more 

than other things around them...making a priority to spend time together. 

• This is how I personally answered the final study question for day three. “He is the only thing 

that satisfies my thirsty soul and makes my life have purpose and meaning.” 

Psalm 42:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  As the deer longs for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. 2  I thirst for God, the living God. 

When can I go and stand before him?  

Day #4...God pursues, and God initiates this love relationship 

• How did you come to faith in Christ...did you call Him or did He call you? Who initiated this 

love relationship?  

Romans 3:10-12 (NIV)  
10  As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11  there is no one who understands, no one 

who seeks God. 12  All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who 

does good, not even one."  

• God didn’t wait until we were good (if that were even possible) to call us into this love 

relationship. No, he loved us while were his enemies and in rebellion against Him. 

Romans 5:8 (NIV)  
8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
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• What is it going to take to prove to you that God sincerely loves you and that His great desire is 

for you to love Him in return and become part of His eternal family....the children of God? 

John 6:44-45 (NIV)  
44  "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last 

day. 45  It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the 

Father and learns from him comes to me. 

• Do you have a listening problem? Can you not hear His invitation to come and receive His offer 

of great love? 

• We come to Christ’s love as servants, but He treats us as family/friends. 

John 15:15-16 (NIV)  
15  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I 

have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  
16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. 

Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

Day #5...A Real, Personal, Practical Relationship 

• Blackaby...Can a person actually have a real, personal, and practical relationship with God? 

They seem to think that God is far off and unconcerned about their day to day living. 

• Some of you might believe the relationship was real and personal for a few in the Bible, but not 

today.  

• What would it take for you to believe God is inviting you into a real and personal day 

today...intimate fellowship with Him? 

• I could personally give a testimony of many times when God has revealed Himself to me in 

times of need to show me that He cares deeply for me. Sometimes I have even hesitated to ask 

Him for things because I thought they were too petty to bring up and He gives them to me 

anyway...even though I didn’t formally ask Him.  

• This the is essence of Experiencing God. When it become real, personal and practical. You are 

not truly experiencing God until it becomes this kind of real for you personally. 

Psalm 46:1-3 (NIV)  
1  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2  Therefore we will not fear, though 

the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3  though its waters roar and foam and 

the mountains quake with their surging. Selah  

• Have you ever noticed that some people that spend years together start to look like each other? 

They even start finishing each other’s sentences (and yes, that’s sometimes annoying). Is that 

possible for us as we develop our relationship with God? 
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2 Corinthians 3:16-18 (NLT2)  
16  But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17  For the Lord is the Spirit, and 

wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18  So all of us who have had that veil removed 

can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and 

more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 

• God’s desire is to pour Himself into our lives, into our fragile clay vessels. Experiencing the 

fullness of this pouring is the ultimate purpose and meaning to life. 

1 John 3:1-2 (NIV)  
1  How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that 

is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
2  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we 

know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

• Final thought for tonight. How powerful is this last Scripture! 

1 John 4:16-19 (NIV)  

16  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 

God, and God in him.  
17  In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, 

because in this world we are like him.  
18  There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The 

one who fears is not made perfect in love.  
19  We love because he first loved us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


