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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #12 November 18, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week #12...Experiencing God in Your Daily Life 

• Before we get into the first day’s session. Think about the Scripture reference for this week’s 

study. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)  
24  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  
25  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

• I was moved by the reality of Blackaby’s opening story for this final week’s study. 

• A man that had served in a church his entire life came to the altar one Sunday and openly 

acknowledged that the Holy Spirit had awakened him to the fact that he did not have a personal 

relationship with Jesus. This good man had been practicing religion without a genuine, life-

changing relationship with Christ. 

• He said...I was a religious person, but I did not really know what it meant to enjoy a personal 

relationship with Jesus. Love not duty...this changes everything. 

• This is the heart of this 12-week course called “Experiencing God”. How to move from merely 

being religious to having a vibrant, real, growing relationship with God. 

Day #1...Returning to God 

• Christians can encounter times when they lose their intimacy with God. Even the most zealous 

Christian can find that his love for God has cooled if he is not careful. The drift away from the 

Lord can be so subtle that you fail to recognize the loss until it is fairly severe. 

• What are the consequences of this drifting away from God? 

You no longer hear from God and thus you will not obey Him. 

Deuteronomy 30:17-18 (NIV)  
17  But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to 

other gods and worship them, 18  I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will 

not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 

Amos 8:11-12 (NIV)  
11  "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD, "when I will send a famine through the land-- 

not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD. 12  Men will 

stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the LORD, but they 

will not find it.  

You will lose your source of joy. 

John 15:9-11 (NIV)  
9  "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10  If you obey my 
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commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his 

love. 11  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

You will be unable to produce spiritual fruit in your life. 

John 15:4-6 (NIV)  
4  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 

Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5  "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 

remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6  If anyone does 

not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned.  

You will no longer have victory in your life...you have relinquished your source of power. 

Deuteronomy 28:25-26 (NIV)  
25  The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one 

direction but flee from them in seven, and you will become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on 

earth. 26  Your carcasses will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will 

be no one to frighten them away. 

• You can see by these examples that the consequence of drifting/falling away is dreadful. 

• Let’s identify the drift...so that we can focus on remaining in fellowship with God. 

• Jesus tells three parables in Luke chapter 15 and all three can show the warning signs of drifting 

away. 

• All three of these parables announce the “lost”...they lost their place and God wanted them back. 

Warning #1...Distractions 

• In the parable of the lost sheep...sheep are known to wander off because they are so easily 

distracted. 

Warning #2...Carlessness and not taking proper care or precautions 

• In the parable of the lost coin...the owner didn’t take proper care of this valuable coin. 

Warning #3...Intentional choice to walk away 

• In the parable of the lost son...this person makes a conscious decision to walk away from the 

Father. This one is the most dangerous of the three and can lead to a very tragic ending. 

• Distractions, failing to properly value and protect your relationship with God and willful 

rebellion can have fatal consequences. 

• So, what can we do when we identify ourselves in these falling away situations? 

• Whenever you depart from God to any degree, He disciplines you in increasing measure so that 

you might return to Him. God loves you as His child and He wants you to return to fellowship 

with Him. 

Hebrews 12:5-11 (NLT2)  
5  And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said, “My child, 
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don’t make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t give up when he corrects you. 6  For the LORD 

disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 7  As you endure this divine 

discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is 

never disciplined by its father? 8  If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means 

that you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. 9  Since we respected our earthly fathers 

who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and 

live forever? 10  For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. 

But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11  No discipline is 

enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right 

living for those who are trained in this way.  

• If you find yourself in a fallen away condition and are experiencing the Lord’s discipline, know 

this. God is discipling you to wake you up, so that you would turn around and come back home. 

• Perhaps one of the greatest Old Testament Scriptures about this is found in 2nd Chronicles. 

2 Chronicles 7:13-14 (NIV)  
13  "When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a 

plague among my people, 14  if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their 

sin and will heal their land. 

• This Scripture reveals 4 things that God desires from us when we find ourselves wayward. 

• 1) Humble themselves, 2) Pray, 3) Seek God’s face, 4) Turn-Repent 

• These 4 things produce 3 wonderful acts of God’s mercy. 

• 1) Hear, 2) Forgive, 3) Heal 

• This is a serious issue, and we should never test the mercy of God. 

Zechariah 1:2-4 (NIV)  
2  "The LORD was very angry with your forefathers. 3  Therefore tell the people: This is what the LORD 

Almighty says: 'Return to me,' declares the LORD Almighty, 'and I will return to you,' says the 

LORD Almighty. 4  Do not be like your forefathers, to whom the earlier prophets proclaimed: This is 

what the LORD Almighty says: 'Turn from your evil ways and your evil practices.' But they would not 

listen or pay attention to me, declares the LORD. 

2 Chronicles 15:1-2 (NIV)  
1  The Spirit of God came upon Azariah son of Oded. 2  He went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen 

to me, Asa and all Judah and Benjamin. The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you seek 

him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.  

• This is a spiritual war that is about life and death, heaven and hell...forever light and life or 

forever death and darkness. 

James 4:7-10 (NIV)  
7  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8  Come near to God and 

he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
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9  Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10  Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

• Praise God for his grace and mercy that allows us to repent and return to God, but 

PREVENTION IS BETTER (stay close to Him). 

1 Samuel 15:22-23 (NLT2)  
22  But Samuel replied, “What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your 

obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than 

offering the fat of rams. 23  Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as worshiping 

idols. So because you have rejected the command of the LORD, he has rejected you as king.”  

Day #2 & 3...Experiencing God as Couples and with your Children 

• This entire series has revealed the pursuit of God. God desires oneness with us and a relationship 

with us as His children through the blood of Christ. 

• It is no accident that the Bible refers to Jesus as the Bridegroom and the church is His bride. 

• God established the family unit before He established the church, but He then compares the 

church to the family unit. 

Mark 10:6-9 (NIV)  
6  "But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.' 7  'For this reason a man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8  and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no 

longer two, but one. 9  Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

• Oneness...that has been the core of this 12-week study...two shall become one. 

• Oneness...this describes Jesus and the Father. 

• Oneness...this describes the church and Jesus. 

• Oneness this describes God’s desire for earthly marriage and ultimately our marriage to the 

Bridegroom-Jesus. 

John 17:9-11 (NIV)  
9  I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  
10  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11  I will 

remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we are 

one. 

John 17:22-24 (NLT2)  
22  “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23  I am in them and 

you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and 

that you love them as much as you love me. 24  Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with 

me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me because you loved me even before the 

world began! 

• The world is watching and more importantly, our children are watching to see if we are one with 

God. 
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Deuteronomy 4:9-10 (NLT2)  
9  “But watch out! Be careful never to forget what you yourself have seen. Do not let these memories 

escape from your mind as long as you live! And be sure to pass them on to your children and 

grandchildren. 10  Never forget the day when you stood before the LORD your God at Mount Sinai, 

where he told me, ‘Summon the people before me, and I will personally instruct them. Then they will 

learn to fear me as long as they live, and they will teach their children to fear me also.’ 

• Live your life in full surrender to the Lord and your children and grandchildren will see the value 

of experiencing God for themselves. 

Day #4...Experiencing God in the Marketplace 

• Christians must once again realize that experiencing God is not just for the church building, but 

for the anywhere and everywhere. 

• The world would like us to keep our faith and the message of knowing God inside the church 

building, but that would be a tragic error. 

• God has always used ordinary people to carry out His extraordinary work...so that He will be the 

One to get the glory and praise. 

• The work of the church on Sunday is to help equip the saints for service. 

Ephesians 4:11-13 (NLT2)  
11  Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the 

pastors and teachers. 12  Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up 

the church, the body of Christ. 13  This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and 

knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete 

standard of Christ. 

• Jesus’ mandate was for us to take the message to the whole world...make disciples wherever we 

go. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)  
18  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 

I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

• There are times that I honestly feel that I had more opportunity to share Christ while I was in the 

business world than today. My focus today is more aligned with equipping people to serve, but 

sometimes I feel like I have less opportunities with unbelievers today. 

Day #5...Continuing to Experience God 

• There are some of you that will feel saddened that this 12-week study has come to an end 

because you have experienced something during this study that stirred your soul.  

• I’ve got some really good news for you...it doesn’t have to ever end. You can continue to 

experience God rest of your life. Now, you have the tools and knowledge to continue your 

pursuit of God. 
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• How...let’s review how we got here today. 

#1) Stay immersed in God’s Word 

Joshua 1:8-9 (NIV)  
8  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may 

be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9  Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 

your God will be with you wherever you go." 

#2) Remain intimately involved with a church family that will love and nurture you. 

Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)  
25  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

#3) Pray regularly 

Daniel 6:10 (NIV)  
10  Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room 

where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 

giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 

#4) Strive to keep the vows/promises to God that you have made during this study. 

Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 (NIV)  
4  When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your 

vow. 5  It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it. 

#5) Never forget what Living Water tastes like and how it satisfied your soul. 

1 Peter 2:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech.  
2  Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow into a full experience of 

salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, 3  now that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.  

Hebrews 6:4-6 (NLT2)  
4  For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—those who have 

experienced the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit,  
5  who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the power of the age to come—  
6  and who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring such people back to repentance; by 

rejecting the Son of God, they themselves are nailing him to the cross once again and holding him up to 

public shame. 

Luke 9:62 (NLT2)  
62  But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the 

Kingdom of God.” 


