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NCC Roots Class-Experiencing God Session #10 November 4, 2020 

Led by Terry Cooper 

Session/Week #10 God’s Will and the Church 

• Before we get into the first day’s session. Think about the Scripture reference for this week’s 

study. 

Romans 12:5 (NIV)  
5  so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

• Blackaby tells a story about a retired widow named Ivah Bates. Ivah became a “knee” in the 

body of Christ. She helped many others inside the church to take their proper place in the body 

as “knees”. 

Day #1...The Church 

• Perhaps one of the greatest challenges for Christianity in our day is for churches to walk with 

God so closely that the whole world comes to know Him through their witness. When a church 

allows God’s presence and activity to be expressed through them, a watching world will be 

drawn to Him.  

• The Church is the creation of God, not man. He builds it and He arranges the parts of the body 

and puts them in their proper place to perform their proper function inside the body. 

Matthew 16:18 (NIV)  
18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 

not overcome it. 

Ephesians 4:11-13 (NIV)  
11  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 

pastors and teachers, 12  to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12:18-20 (NIV)  
18  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to 

be.  
19  If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

• The Church is the living Body of Christ. Alive with many members, functions and abilities. The 

church is not a building or an organization. 

• The branch connected to the Vine. 

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NIV)  
27  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

• The head of the church is not the minister or pastor. The Head of the Church is Jesus Christ. 
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Ephesians 1:22-23 (NIV)  
22  And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 

church, 23  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

• The parts/member of the Body belong to each other and they need each other. 

Romans 12:5 (NIV)  
5  so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others 

• The Church is on a mission from God. The Church is unstoppable because the Head is Christ. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)  
18  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age." 

1 Corinthians 3:9 (NIV)  
9  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  

• Being is more important than doing. This is true for people and for the church. 

• The real work of God will not be accomplished by our efforts, intelligence or organization. Only 

by His Spirit. 

Zechariah 4:6 (NIV)  
6  So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by 

my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.  

• God wants us to live in a love relationship with Him and then...He will accomplish His work 

through us and the world will see Him, not us. 

• God wants His people to live holy and pure lives that shine/reflect the light of Christ. 

• God wants His people to display unity, mercy and love among ourselves...so the world will want 

the very thing that we have receive by the mercy of God. 

• God wants His people to love one another in such a way that the unbelieving world would be 

ashamed to speak evil of His body. 

• The body of Christ functions as one unit with spiritual leaders and members. All are 

interdependent, we need each other. Each leader and member of the body needs the other to fully 

know God’s will. Each leader has a responsibility to equip the members of the body. The pastor 

and elders are responsible for the body as well as to the body. I need you and you need me to 

fully experience God in the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Day #2...Discerning God’s Will as a Body 

• In the Old Testament God would almost always call a leader and carry out His mission through 

that leader, assembling the necessary people under that called leader.  
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• Before Pentecost, the Holy Spirit did not dwell in the lives of all God’s people, but that all 

changed with the birth of the church. 

• Now, every member of the body has the Holy Spirit. And because every member has the Holy 

Spirit they cannot be ignored when it comes to the function or mission of the body. 

• Yes, God still calls leaders (Elders/pastors/ministers) to oversee the church, but they do not 

operate as the only people who hear from God regarding the mission of the church. 

• If I stop and look back at the past 20 years...I believe one of the primary reasons that God has so 

richly blessed this church is our approach to Him. Our elder’s meetings are prayer meetings. We 

do not typically discuss any business issues. The staff handles most of the day to day business 

issues and the elders submit themselves before God. 

• It is not an accident that NCC’s focus on serving God for the past 20 years has been, “Seeking 

God’s Will....God’s Way”. 

Day 3 and 4...The Body of Christ Part 1 & 2 

• Romans chapter 12 is filled with practical application for how to live inside the body of Christ 

with a bunch of people who are in many ways very different from each other.  

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)  
1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 

and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  
2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

• It begins with legitimate worship...offering our bodies (individually) to Christ on the altar, at the 

cross. 

• Come out of the world and accept the fact that we are going to live very different lives than the 

world. 

• Then...we will be able to ...test and approve what God’s will is. 

Romans 12:3-5 (NIV)  
3  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God 

has given you. 4  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 

have the same function, 5  so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs 

to all the others. 

• Don’t think of yourself too highly (pride, arrogance and conceit destroy the body). How you see 

yourself inside the body will greatly determine how you see and treat others inside the body. 

• Look at people who are different from you as wonderful helpers...who can work inside the body 

with you. They will be able to do things that you cannot do...and you will be helped along the 

way. 

• Coach...put me in the game! 

• We belong to each other...this the act of humble submission that is necessary to function inside 

the body. 
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• Fakers or pretenders will not survive in this “body” environment...they will soon be found out. 

Romans 12:9-13 (NIV)  
9  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  
10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  
11  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  
12  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  
13  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  

• This is the function of the Body of Christ. Sincere and genuine love will always hate evil. 

• We are devoted to each other and when one of us suffers, we all suffer because we are forever 

connected. 

• We belong to each other and we need each other...the assembly is so important, especially now 

that the days of the Lord’s return is drawing near. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)  
24  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  
25  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

• That’s why this Covid thing is taking so many people down, yes even to suicide. 

Romans 12:14-16 (NIV)  
14  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  
15  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  
16  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 

position. Do not be conceited. 

• There is no one inside the body more important than anyone else. The pastor is no more 

important than the little old lady that sits on the back row. We all have the same infinite value to 

God. 

• Don’t look down on anyone inside the body because of their past or their differences. Treat 

everyone in the same way...as you would like to be treated. 

Romans 12:17-21 (NIV)  
17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  
18  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  
19  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.  
20  On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In 

doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."  
21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

• Can you see how these 21 verses from Romans chapter 12 would produce a people group that 

would truly astound the outside world? The words used to describe the first century church were 
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“amazed, perplexed, astonished and astounded”. All of those 21verses followed these 

foundational first two: 

Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)  
1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 

and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  
2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

• No member of the body can say to another member, “I don’t need you”. When the world sees 

that kind of love displayed in the church they will be provoked to jealousy. They will want what 

we have because that is what the heart and soul thirsts for. 

Day #5...Life in the Body 

• I’m going to list the 12 items from the study book that describe “Life in the Body” 

1. Be patient and accepting of those who faith is weak or those who are immature. 

2. Don’t be quick to judge other in matters that are disputable...seek unity first. 

3. Don’t be selfish. Seek the good of others even at your own expense. 

4. Be absolutely truthful in all you say. 

5. Don’t be critical and tear people down with your speech. Don’t’ focus your conversation on 

unwholesome subjects. 

6. Be an encourager. Build people up. Keep their needs in mind as you speak. 

7. Forgive one another as Christ forgave you. Don’t let a root of bitterness remain between you and 

another. 

8. Get rid of anger, inside fighting, and slander. Don’t intentionally try to hurt another person 

(physically, emotionally, or spiritually). 

9. Encourage one another in your joint worship of God...Make music together. 

10. Die to self daily and submit to one another. Do this in reverence for Christ, who submitted 

Himself to death on the cross for you. 

11. Be patient with one another, even when you have been mistreated or offended. Forgive even the 

worst offenses as God does. 

12. Love one another. 

• Final thought for tonight. I’ve often described NCC as a great and powerful melting pot. We 

have people from every social and religious background. God has assembled this body for a great 

and powerful purpose. We are all here for such a time as this.  

• I pray tonight that God use this rag-tag bunch to bring glory to His name and to redeem the souls 

of many as we await the return of our King. To Him be all glory, praise and honor...forever and 

ever. Amen! 

1 Samuel 22:1-2 (NLT2)  
1  So David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam. Soon his brothers and all his other relatives 

joined him there. 2  Then others began coming—men who were in trouble or in debt or who were just 

discontented—until David was the captain of about 400 men.  

 


