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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will---Session #7-The Way, Truth and Life-3/31/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Two Words, three letters…the answer to every question ever to be asked. 

• If you’re having a hard time with these two words…”Follow Me”…it’s because you don’t know 

who He is. 

• Week Seven…here we go. 

• Week one was the foundation to other 7 when Jesus announces this. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 59  At that point they 

picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.  

 

• Is Jesus who He says he is…the I AM? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

• In the Gospel of John Jesus then announces 7 I AM statements. 

• We’ve covered 5 of them: 

1. I AM the Bread of Life. 

2. I AM the Light of the World. 

3. I AM the Gate 

4. I AM the Good Shepherd 

5. I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

6. Tonight…I AM the Way, Truth and Life 

John 14:1-6 (NLT)  
1 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough 

room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place 

for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where 

I am. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We 

have no idea where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.  

 

• John chapter 14 begins with a calm reassurance from the I AM…You’ve trusted in God the 

Father, now trust Me. 

• There is more than enough room in my Father’s family/kingdom for you. 

• I would never lie to you about this. 

• I’m going to leave soon and prepare a place for us to spend eternity together, with the Father. 

• And then comes my favorite part and the hope and passion of my life. 

John 14:3-4 (NLT)  
3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.  
4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 
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• I could stop there and some of you would be happy about that, but the 6th I AM statement of 

Jesus in the Gospel of John is a response to a question from Thomas when Jesus said…And you 

know the way to where I AM going. 

• It’s like Thomas says…No we don’t! 

• Have you ever stopped for directions and someone started out with left and right and then at the 

big tree? 

• This is the left at the big tree moment for Thomas and he doesn’t want to get lost. 

John 14:5 (NLT)  
5 “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?”  

 

• Thomas is clueless about the destination and how to get there. 

• There are people here tonight, just like Thomas, if you would be willing to admit it. 

• Jesus through the Word and Preachers of that Word have been saying…for many years: 

John 14:3-4 (NLT)  
3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.  
4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 

• And you sit there and in your heart of hearts you want to jump up and quote Thomas. 

John 14:5 (NLT)  
5 “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?”  

 

• My prayer for you, and all of us today is that when this service closes tonight…you will know 

the way to where the I AM is going...and be able to explain it to someone else. 

• Now, Jesus answers Thomas and I hope some of you tonight. 

John 14:6-7 (NLT)  
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through 

me. 7 If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is. From now on, you do know him 

and have seen him!” 

• This is not some random, off the wall announcement, but the answer to Thomas’ question and 

frustration. 

• It’s not so complicated, but people seem to want to make it complicated. 

• Jesus, the I AM is giving directions to Thomas and to us about how to get to heaven. 

• Do you know what His directions are…FOLLOW ME! 

• For seven weeks I have been making this same statement: 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

• He is the One that has the directions to heaven. 

• He is the One from Heaven and He’s the only One that knows how to get back there. 

• He isn’t just some hopeful nice guy from Nazareth in the Galilee. 

• He is the I AM…do you understand who He is? 
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John 6:38 (NLT)  
38 For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. 

John 8:23-24 (NLT)  
23 Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You belong to this world; I do not.  
24 That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, 

you will die in your sins.” 

Luke 10:18 (NLT)  
18 “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! 

• Who are you going to listen to about heaven, eternal life? 

• Who are you going to trust to give you directions about how to get there? 

• There is only One that is from the Father’s house in heaven…and the power of return...the Only 

One. 

• Do you believe Him? 

John 3:12-13 (NLT)  
12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you possibly believe if I tell 

you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But the Son of Man has 

come down from heaven. 

• Who, other than Jesus has come from heaven? 

• Who, other than Jesus has come from heaven and gone back there? 

• Who, other than Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father? 

• Not just seated at the right hand of the Father, but seated in power and authority. 

• In the closing verses of the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus prepares to take His seat at the right hand 

of the Father. 

• In that scene He announces his authority and the mission of the church as it awaits the 2nd 

coming of Christ (I will come and get you moment). 

• This is how Jesus introduces the great commission in the final verses of Matthew’s gospel. 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)  
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.  

 

• He’s in charge…it’s all His...then he commissions us to Follow Him into the great commission. 

• Do you believe Jesus is who He says He is? 

• Now, in full context listen to Jesus announcing His identity and purpose in John 14 (14 verses). 

• We’ve talked about Thomas, but now notice that Phillip is also struggling with Jesus’ identity. 

John 14:1-14 (NLT)  
1 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2 There is more than enough 

room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place 

for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where 

I am. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We 

have no idea where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. 7 If you had really known me, 

you would know who my Father is. From now on, you do know him and have seen him!” 8 Philip said, 
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“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus replied, “Have I been with you all this 

time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! 

So why are you asking me to show him to you? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work 

through me. 11 Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe 

because of the work you have seen me do. 12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the 

same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can 

ask for anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 14 Yes, ask 

me for anything in my name, and I will do it!  

 

• Philip, like many today knew about Jesus, but he really had not seen Jesus as the I AM. 

• Jesus tells Philip that if you have seen me you’ve seen the Father. 

• Look at how the Apostle Paul puts it. 

Colossians 1:15-20 (NLT)  
15  Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 

supreme over all creation, 16  for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on 

earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, 

and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. 17  He existed 

before anything else, and he holds all creation together. 18  Christ is also the head of the church, which is 

his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 
19  For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20  and through him God reconciled 

everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s 

blood on the cross.  

 

• Notice how Jesus puts it to Philip (and to us today)…one more time. 

 

John 14:10-11 (NLT)  
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak are not my 

own, but my Father who lives in me does his work through me. 11 Just believe that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of the work you have seen me do. 

• Do you believe Jesus is the I AM? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

1. Before Abraham was even born…I AM 

2. I AM the Bread of Life. 

3. I AM the Light of the World. 

4. I AM the Gate 

5. I AM the Good Shepherd 

6. I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

7. I AM the Way, Truth and Life 

Summary 

• The I AM has come down from heaven to show us the way to the Father’s house in heaven. 

• He didn’t just send us a map but came and walked the way (became the Way) and then turned 

around and said two words…FOLLOW ME! 
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• Follow Me though the Born Again Resurrection into eternal life in the Father’s House. 

• The I AM has revealed to us the truth about heaven. 

• The I AM has offered us life in the presence of the Life Giver…forever life. 

• Next week will be the final I AM revelation of Jesus…I AM the Vine. 

• The final 4 Roots sessions will deal with the “I WILL” statements of Jesus in the Revelation of 

John. 

• I confess today, without apology that the only reason that I’m in the ministry is that I believe in 

the soon return of Christ. 

John 14:3-4 (NLT)  
3  When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.  
4  And you know the way to where I am going.” 

• I think everything’s almost ready…are you? 

• Do you have oil in your lamp...do you know what the oil represents? 

• The oil in their lamps represents “readiness”, but it also represents something else...do you know 

what the oil is? 

Matthew 25:5-13 (NLT)  

5  When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6  “At midnight they were 

roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him!’ 7  “All the bridesmaids 

got up and prepared their lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of 

your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9  “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of 

us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom 

came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked.  
11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the 

door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

 

• The oil is the source of light in the lamp...the lamp is our body...do you know the source of light? 

• Does this oil fill your body...it’s a real question? 

• Does that light fill up your darkness...does the Holy Spirit live inside you right now? 

• If so, you will never have to walk in darkness...because there is no darkness in the Father’s 

house. 

1 John 1:5-7 (NLT)  
5  This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no 

darkness in him at all. 6  So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in 

spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7  But if we are living in the light, as God is in the 

light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.  

 

• Do you know the way…do you know the I AM...not about Him, but know Him personally? 

• 7 weeks of Jesus’ identity and purpose…do you believe that HE is who HE says HE is? 

• All 8 of the sermons in this series are taken from the Gospel of John and I close today with how 

John describes the purpose of that same book in the closing verses of chapter 20. 
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John 20:30-31 (NLT)  
30 The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book.  
31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.  

 

• Well, do you? 

• To know Jesus is to know the Way. 

• I want to close tonight by reading Jesus’ prayer to the Father before He went to the cross. 

John 17:3-26 (NLT)  
3  And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one 

you sent to earth.  
4  I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  
5  Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began.  
6  “I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours. You gave 

them to me, and they have kept your word.  
7  Now they know that everything I have is a gift from you,  
8  for I have passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came from 

you, and they believe you sent me.  
9  “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you.  
10  All who are mine belong to you, and you have given them to me, so they bring me glory.  
11  Now I am departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, you have given me your name; now protect them by the power of your name so that they will be 

united just as we are.  
12  During my time here, I protected them by the power of the name you gave me. I guarded them so that 

not one was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.  
13  “Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in this world so they would 

be filled with my joy.  
14  I have given them your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the world.  
15  I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one.  
16  They do not belong to this world any more than I do.  
17  Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth.  
18  Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.  
19  And I give myself as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your truth.  
20  “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their 

message.  
21  I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in 

you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.  
22  “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one.  
23  I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know 

that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.  
24  Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the 

glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began!  
25  “O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent me.  
26  I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me will be in them, 

and I will be in them.”  

 


