
 

P
ag

e1
 

NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will-Session #12-THE END-5/5/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Is Jesus who He says He is...this is the ultimate question for all mankind. 

• We’ve spent 8 weeks on the name and identity of Jesus...8 weeks to discuss 7 “I AM” statements 

of Jesus. 

• Then, we changed our focus to “I Will”. If Jesus is who He says He is...then “HE WILL” do 

everything that He has declared. 

• Is it possible to believe the “I AM’ and not believe “I Will”? 

• We’ve covered Jesus’ “I Will” statements to the 7 churches in Revelation and now we cover 

THE END. 

• I AM and I Will appear several more times near the end of Revelation, but I want to begin 

tonight with an event that immediately follows Jesus’ letter to the 7 churches.  

• In fact, it’s the very next verse...it’s like the final church scene closes and this scene opens. 

Revelation 4:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice I had heard before 

spoke to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 

happen after this.” 2  And instantly I was in the Spirit, and I saw a throne in heaven and someone 

sitting on it. 3  The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones—like jasper and carnelian. 

And the glow of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow.  

 

• Did you notice what follows the 7 churches revelation...come up here (every scene before this 

was on the earth). 

• Yes, this is Jesus saying, “Come up here”, the One that sounds like a trumpet blast in the 

beginning of Revelation. 

 

Revelation 1:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  It was the Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a loud voice 

like a trumpet blast. 11  It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches 

in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 

 

• Come up here and I will show you what must happen after this...after what? 

• Is this a description of the future Church Rapture...Jesus calling John into heaven with a voice 

like a trumpet? 

• Everything up to this point has been taking place on the earth and then John is caught up in the 

Spirit to the throne of God. 

• Is this a shadow...church on the earth and then suddenly caught up to the throne of God in 

heaven? 

• The voice that sounds like a trumpet blast then John is caught up...is this a shadow of coming 

events? 

• The church isn’t mentioned again in Revelation until chapter 21 and she’s referred to then as the 

bride of Christ...do you see the gap from chapter 4 to 20? 

• The first three chapters are all about the church and then nothing until she’s the bride and Jesus 

has returned. 

• Is this the church rapture...when the Bridegroom comes for His bride at the trumpet blast? 

• Let me begin this session by talking to the skeptics of the Rapture itself. 

• If you believe in the Bible you believe in a coming Rapture of the Church. 



 

P
ag

e2
 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 (NLT2)  
15  We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet 

him ahead of those who have died. 16  For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 

commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the 

Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17  Then, together with them, we who are still alive 

and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be 

with the Lord forever. 18  So encourage each other with these words. 

• If you believe the Bible, you believe in a coming Rapture...where people will be caught up or 

snatched up into the clouds to meet the Lord. 

• The question is not about the Rapture or Caught Up event...the question is whether or not some 

people will be left behind after the Rapture. 

• Let’s start with the first part...do you believe in the imminent return of Christ, which means it 

can happen at any moment, even during this session? 

• What happens when a person, a believer, takes on this world view? 

• They will purify their lives of sin (confess and repent) and prepare themselves for the coming “I 

Wills”. 

• They will tell others about the coming of our Lord...warn them to prepare themselves. 

• A sense of urgency always comes to those who accept the reality of Jesus’ soon return. 

• Urgent to purify your life of sin and urgent to share the good news with others so they won’t be 

lost or left behind...caught like a thief in the night. 

 

1 John 3:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we are! But the 

people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s children because they don’t know 

him. 2  Dear friends, we are already God’s children, but he has not yet shown us what we will be like 

when Christ appears. But we do know that we will be like him, for we will see him as he really is. 
3  And all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves pure, just as he is pure.  

• Is it possible to believe in the “I AM” and yet refute what He says HE WILL do? 

• Let’s take a simple test...do you believe this “I Will” statement from the I AM. 

John 14:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. 2  There is more than enough 

room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place 

for you? 3  When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 

where I am. 4  And you know the way to where I am going.”  

• I AM and I Will come and get you when everything is ready. 

• I believe this event between Jesus and John in Revelation 4:1 is a shadow of what is coming 

when Jesus calls the Bride (the church) into His presence. 

• I believe this is a shadow of how Jesus will fulfill the promise to the church at Philadelphia... 

Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of 
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testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world.  
11  I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown. 

• Now, we can jump to Jesus speaking directly again in Revelation 16, but this time He’s not 

talking directly to the church...this one is during the Tribulation...to tribulation saints. 

Revelation 16:15 (NLT2)  
15  “Look, I will come as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are all who are watching for me, who keep 

their clothing ready so they will not have to walk around naked and ashamed.”  

• This scene is revealed in the sixth bowl of the seven judgments of God’s during the Great 

Tribulation. 

• This all sound very familiar if you read Jesus’ message to the 7 churches in chapters 2-3. 

• Watching and ready people will survive...they will be caught up. 

• Hot and ready people will be saved...they will be caught up. 

• Those clothed in white...in the righteousness of Christ will be caught up. 

• It’s a warning from the I AM...it will happen suddenly and unexpectedly, just like it did in the 

time of Noah and Lot. 

Luke 17:26-30 (NLT2)  
26  “When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day.  
27  In those days, the people enjoyed banquets and parties and weddings right up to the time Noah 

entered his boat and the flood came and destroyed them all.  
28  “And the world will be as it was in the days of Lot. People went about their daily business—eating 

and drinking, buying and selling, farming and building—  
29  until the morning Lot left Sodom. Then fire and burning sulfur rained down from heaven and 

destroyed them all.  
30  Yes, it will be ‘business as usual’ right up to the day when the Son of Man is revealed.  

• When we get to Revelation chapter 21, we find “I AM” and “I Will” again...but this one is from 

God the Father, even though they sound like the same here...the key is “they will be my 

children”. 

• I’ve titled this final session “THE END” but actually it’s the beginning of the beginning for those 

who have been Born Again. 

Revelation 21:5-7 (NLT2) From God the Father 
5  And the one sitting on the throne said, “Look, I am making everything new!” And then he said to 

me, “Write this down, for what I tell you is trustworthy and true.”  
6  And he also said, “It is finished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End. To all 

who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the water of life.  
7  All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be their God, and they will be my 

children. 

• The I AM is going to make everything new...can you believe Him...His Word is trustworthy and 

true. 

• His Word is the shard two-edged sword that comes from His mouth. 

• It’s called faith and faith in the I AM is salvation itself. 

• Is it possible to believe the I AM and not believe the I Will that He speaks? 
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Hebrews 11:1-3 (NLT2)  
1  Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about 

things we cannot see.  
2  Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation.  
3  By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see 

did not come from anything that can be seen.  

Romans 3:21-22 (NLT2)  
21  But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of 

the law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago.  
22  We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone 

who believes, no matter who we are.  

Romans 1:16-17 (NLT2)  
16  For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving 

everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile.  
17  This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to 

finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” 

• The Good News (gospel) is the recorded words of Scripture as declared by the I AM (sharp 

sword). 

• Can you believe in the I Am and reject the Bible...no! 

• He has declared Himself to be the beginning and the end...always was, always is, and always will 

be. 

• Then the I AM delivers the I Will...I will give freely from the springs of the water of life. 

• We have the crown of life, the tree of life and now the water of life...can you see the common 

word to all these promised rewards from the I AM? 

• They will be my children...this is the future for the children of God...LIFE! 

• It is with joy and some sadness that I turn to the final chapter of Revelation for 4 final 

statements from the I AM in this study. 

• Joy, because these are promises from the One that cannot lie. 

• Sadness, because this 12 week journey has been inspiring to me...I hate to see it end. 

Revelation 22:7 (NLT2)  
7  “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy written in this book.”  

• Do you believe Him...this is how we are supposed to live our lives...with expectancy and hope. 

• And yet, I have had people in the church, even friends criticize me because they think I’m over 

the top with this “Soon Return of Jesus” thing. 

• Do these people have a problem with me or the I AM? 

• He’s the One that said it...I just happen to believe Him. 

Revelation 22:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds.  
13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” 

• Can you see a theme developing here? 
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• Both of these chapter 22 statements of Jesus say “soon”...so, how should Christian who actually 

believe the I AM live their lives while we wait for Jesus’ return? 

Matthew 25:13 (NLT2)  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return. 

Luke 12:35-40 (NLT2)  
35  “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36  as though you were waiting for your 

master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the 

moment he arrives and knocks. 37  The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be 

rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and 

eat! 38  He may come in the middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will 

reward the servants who are ready. 39  “Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar 

was coming, he would not permit his house to be broken into. 40  You also must be ready all the time, 

for the Son of Man will come when least expected.”  

• And my favorite...the one I pray every day. 

Luke 21:34-36 (NLT2)  
34  “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 

life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35  like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living 

on the earth. 36  Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these 

coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” 

• We have two more from Revelation 22. 

Revelation 22:16 (NLT2)  
16  “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this message for the churches. I am both the source of David 

and the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star.”  

• Do you remember that Jesus told the church at Thyatira that He would give them the morning 

star? 

Revelation 2:28 (NLT2)  
28  They will have the same authority I received from my Father, and I will also give them the morning 

star!  

• The morning star appears just before dawn, when things are the coldest and darkest...thus the 

warning about being ready at all times. 

• This is Jesus’ message for the churches for all ages...I really wonder how many really believe 

Him? 

• He is the source (root) of David and the heir to David’s throne. 

• That means one day Jesus is going to sit on the throne in Jerusalem and rule the whole world. 

• Do you believe that...are you waiting and praying for that? 

• What do you think the Lord’s prayer is asking God for...why is Jesus telling us to pray this 

specific prayer...what are we seeking...His Coming Kingdom...coming here to the earth. 

Matthew 6:9-10 (NIV)  
9  "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
10  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Daniel 2:44-45 (NLT2)  
44  “During the reigns of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 

destroyed or conquered. It will crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand forever.  
45  That is the meaning of the rock cut from the mountain, though not by human hands, that crushed to 

pieces the statue of iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. The great God was showing the king what will 

happen in the future. The dream is true, and its meaning is certain.” 

• There is a kingdom of Christ coming and the children of God will reign with Jesus on this 

present earth for 1000 years...do you believe the Words of the I AM? 

• Do you believe the Revelation from the I AM? 

Revelation 20:4 (NLT2)  
4  Then I saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the authority to judge. And I saw 

the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word 

of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his mark on their forehead or their 

hands. They all came to life again, and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  

• Now, for the final one in Revelation...actually it’s the final two verses of the Book. 

Revelation 22:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!” Amen! Come, Lord 

Jesus! 21  May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people.  

• Three of the four “I AM” statements in this final chapter say He is coming soon....how now 

shall we living knowing this? 

• The NASB translates this, I am coming quickly. 

• Those who have oil in their lamps when this door opens will go through into the presence of the I 

AM. 

• The parable of the 10 virgins/bridesmaids is an eternal warning from God about being prepared. 

Matthew 25:6-13 (NLT2)  
6  “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet 

him!’ 7  “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8  Then the five foolish ones asked the 

others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’9  “But the others replied, ‘We 

don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.’ 10  “But while they were 

gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage 

feast, and the door was locked. 11  Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, 

calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ 12  “But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’  
13  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.  

• That’s it...that’s 12 sessions of I AM and I Will. 

• I wonder if this will be the first time that you truly understand that 4-word prayer that you see on 

our t-shirts and at the end of my emails. 

1. Maranatha-come soon Lord 

2. Hosanna-save us 

3. Hallelujah-begin to reign 

4. Amen-make it so 

 


