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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will---Session #3-The Light of the World-3/3/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

• Two Words…Three Letters that changed the world…I AM. 

• Those two words, three letters are the answer to every question you will ever have. 

• If you’re one of those people that really struggles with the “follow me” part of Christianity, then 

you really have not come to grips with the identity of the I AM. 

• We began two weeks ago with Jesus’ announcement of his identity as the I AM. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
57 The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!”  
59 At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the 

Temple.  

 

• Last week we covered the first of His I AM statements in the gospel of John…I AM the bread of 

life. 

• Tonight we will cover His second I AM statement listed in the Gospel of John. 

• I AM the Light of the World. 

• This statement of identity and purpose is actually recorded twice in the Gospel of John…first in 

the 8th chapter (where he also announces Himself as the I AM) and then again in chapter 9. 

John 8:12 (NLT)  
12 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you 

won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”  

 

• The I AM is not only announcing His true identity as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but 

He is also announcing his purpose and power on the earth. 

• That I AM knows that we humans can’t see in the dark…so He came down to bring us light. 

• The I AM is saying something here that only the Creator could say…I am the light of the world. 

• Really…you’re the light of the world, really before Abraham….really the manna from Moses??? 

• Let’s go to the beginning and check that out. 

Genesis 1:1-5 (NLT)  

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
2 The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the surface of the waters.  
3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  
4 And God saw that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness.  
5 God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” And evening passed and morning came, marking 

the first day.  

 

• Now here is the main point…the earth was formless, empty and darkness covered the deep 

waters…right. 

• The Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters and then He, God does something 

that only He can do…He Speaks…He speaks a Word (language). 
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• A Word of Light, and light appeared...Light was good, no...light was perfect. 

• If you study the detail of the Genesis creation event you will find something quite curious. 

• Light appears at the birth of creation in day one (by the Word), but what was that light? 

• It was not until the 4th day of creation that the Creator, the Light, made the heavenly lights. 

Genesis 1:14-19 (NLT)  
14 Then God said, “Let great lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the night. Let them 

mark off the seasons, days, and years. 15 Let these lights in the sky shine down on the earth.” And that is 

what happened. 16 God made two great lights, the sun and the moon—the larger one to govern the day, 

and the smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set these lights in the sky to 

light the earth, 18 to govern the day and night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God 

saw that it was good. 19 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fourth day.  

 

• Light is creating light...the Word is creating light. 

• Can darkness create light…I guess that would make you disappear ( a picture of good and evil). 

• Did you think Jesus, the I AM had his first day in a Bethlehem stable (4000 years after 

creation)…really? 

• If so, you might want to look for a rock to throw. 

 

John 8:58-59 (NLT2)  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!”  
59  At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the 

Temple. 

 

• How much before Abraham was born? 

• How old is He anyway? 

• Is the I AM older than the sun, moon and stars? 

• Is the I AM before Genesis… the Spirit of God hovered over the surface of the deep darkness? 

• Did you notice what God did to create…He spoke…He spoke what…the Word! 

• The Word of God creates, the Word of God created, The Word of God is the I AM. 

• Remember, all Seven of Jesus’ I AM statements are from the Gospel of John… How does the 

Gospel of John begin…In the beginning! 

John 1:1-5 (NLT)  
1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was 

created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought 

light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.  

 

• When Jesus announces Himself as the Light of the World (shortly after His ministry began) it 

wasn’t something new, it was actually old news. 

• John the Baptist had been talking about this Light of the World even before Jesus did. 

• In fact, that was one of the main purposes of the supernatural birth of John the Baptist…to tell 

the people of Israel about the coming of the Light of the World. 
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John 1:6-9 (NLT)  
6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because of 

his testimony.  
8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light.  
9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 

• How did the world (the kingdoms of men) like this Light? 

• Surely the darkness will welcome the light, right? 

• Who would choose darkness over light anyway? 

• Are you afraid of the dark? 

• Are you afraid of the light...is there such a thing as good and evil? 

John 1:10-11 (NLT)  
10 He came into the very world he created [who came…the I AM], but the world didn’t recognize him.  
11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him [picked up rocks and eventually a cross]. 

• What’s the deal anyway…how could the dark world not recognize this marvelous light? 

• How could the Jewish people, the chosen, I AM selected, and I AM led people, reject the light of 

the world? 

• The Word tells us the answer to that question…I guess that means that the I AM tells us the 

answer…I AM answers every question. 

• Before I read it to you, the Word of the I AM, let me ask another question. 

• What would the Creator, the Light, the I AM do… if the created people of this earth decided they 

didn’t want the light and they liked the darkness better than the light (good and evil)? 

• Who would choose darkness over light anyway? 

John 3:18-21 (NLT)  
18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him [the I AM, the Light, the Word]. But 

anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only 

Son. 19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the 

darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse 

to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. 21 But those who do what is right come to the light so 

others can see that they are doing what God wants.” 

• Evil hates the light…unbelievers hate the light…there you go…there it is...good/evil! 

• Why does evil hate the light? 

• Because evil is not from the I AM, it’s from the i am not! 

• While the I AM was bringing light to the world the i am not was bringing darkness. 

• Adam and Eve were deceived by the darkness of the i am not and that left all of us wandering in 

that same darkness…the darkness of sin. 

• God’s love was so great, so selfless that He gave himself  to undo what the i am not had done to 

man. 

• His name is Jesus, the I AM, the Bread of Life,  the Light of the World…that came to undo the 

darkness by bringing us light. 

• The I AM describes it this way: 

 



 

P
ag

e4
 

John 3:16-21 (NLT)  
16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him will not perish but have eternal life.  
17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.  
18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him 

has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.  
19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness 

more than the light, for their actions were evil.  
20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed.  
21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God 

wants.”  

 

• God loved the world so much that He gave us the light, His Light…He gave Himself…the I AM. 

• You don’t have to make it complicated, though some do and some have...we must turn to the 

Light. 

• It’s quite clear that there is a light and there is a darkness…there is a good and there is an 

evil…there is a right and there is a wrong (compare to the current Equality Act). 

• There is a choice and there is freedom to choose and this is the irrefutable fact based on the 

Word of the I AM. 

John 3:18-21 (NLT)  
18 “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him 

has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.  
19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the 

darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil.  
20 All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed.  
21 But those who do what is right come to the light so others can see that they are doing what God 

wants.” 

The Absence of Light 

• I remember a few years  ago talking about light vs. darkness and that darkness is not the opposite 

of light, but the absence of light. 

• In the creation event there was darkness until the arrival of the presence of the I AM. 

• Before that day one event, there was the absence of Light…because the Light of the World had 

not yet arrived. 

• Listen very carefully as Jesus speaks to the Jewish people and to everyone today about the 

absence of that great light…the absence of the I AM. 

John 8:12-21 (NLT)  
12 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you 

won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”  
13 The Pharisees replied, “You are making those claims about yourself! Such testimony is not valid.”  
14 Jesus told them, “These claims are valid even though I make them about myself. For I know where I 

came from and where I am going, but you don’t know this about me. 15 You judge me by human 

standards, but I do not judge anyone. 16 And if I did, my judgment would be correct in every respect 

because I am not alone. The Father who sent me is with me. 17 Your own law says that if two people 

agree about something, their witness is accepted as fact. 18 I am one witness, and my Father who sent me 
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is the other.” 19 “Where is your father?” they asked. Jesus answered, “Since you don’t know who I am, 

you don’t know who my Father is. If you knew me, you would also know my Father.” 20 Jesus made 

these statements while he was teaching in the section of the Temple known as the Treasury. But he was 

not arrested, because his time had not yet come. [stones, murmuring and arrest him] 
21 Later Jesus said to them again, “I am going away. You will search for me but will die in your sin. 

You cannot come where I am going.”  

 

• If you die in your sin you cannot go where Jesus is going...heaven...to the Father. 

• If you die in your sin you will go into the darkness because you have rejected the Light of the 

World. 

John 8:21-24 (NLT)  
21 Later Jesus said to them again, “I am going away. You will search for me but will die in your sin. You 

cannot come where I am going.” 22 The people asked, “Is he planning to commit suicide? What does he 

mean, ‘You cannot come where I am going’?” 23 Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from 

above. You belong to this world; I do not. 24 That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for 

unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”  

 

• Do you...Have you...Will you? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

Closing 

• That’s why He came…that’ why the I AM, the Light of the World came and pierced our 

darkness with His marvelous light...revealing good and evil...truth and the lies. 

• To forgive our sins so we would not die in our sin and experience the forever absence of His 

marvelous light. 

1 John 1:5-10 (NLT)  
5 This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no 

darkness in him at all. 6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in 

spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, 

then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.  
8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth.  
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his 

word has no place in our hearts.  

 

• Run toward the light, don’t walk…RUN...time is running out...RUN! 

Romans 13:11-14 (NLT2)  
11  This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is running out. Wake up, for our 

salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12  The night is almost gone; the day of salvation 

will soon be here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on the shining armor of right 

living. 13  Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in 

the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in 
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quarreling and jealousy. 14  Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t 

let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires. 

• Do you see that Jesus came to separate the light from the darkness by His very presence in our 

lives. 

2 Corinthians 4:6-7 (NLT2)  
6  For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we 

could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 7  We now have this light shining in 

our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear 

that our great power is from God, not from ourselves.  

• This is why Jesus tells us that we will know the signs and the season of His return. 

• Because we are children of the day...light...the Light of the World. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-8 (NLT2)  
1  Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to 

write you. 2  For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a 

thief in the night. 3  When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall 

on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape.  
4  But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised 

when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5  For you are all children of the light and of the day; we 

don’t belong to darkness and night. 6  So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be 

clearheaded. 7  Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8  But let us who live in the 

light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence 

of our salvation.  

• Finally...hell is described as forever darkness because it’s the one place that God’s light will 

never be. 

• Can you imagine the horror of a forever darkness...run to the Light of the World. 

• God has reserved a place of blackest darkness for those who reject the Light of the World. 

Jude 1:13 (NLT2)  
13  They are like wild waves of the sea, churning up the foam of their shameful deeds. They are like 

wandering stars, doomed forever to blackest darkness.  

• It was always interesting to me that the final plague of Egypt was darkness, but there was light in 

Goshen. 

• It’s getting very dark around here, but find hope tonight in this final scene. 

Exodus 10:21-23 (NLT2)  
21  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Lift your hand toward heaven, and the land of Egypt will be covered 

with a darkness so thick you can feel it.” 22  So Moses lifted his hand to the sky, and a deep darkness 

covered the entire land of Egypt for three days. 23  During all that time the people could not see each 

other, and no one moved. But there was light as usual where the people of Israel lived.  

• A deep darkness for three days...and then the Passover...the Blood of the Lamb...the Light of the 

World. 

 


