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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will-Session #10-Thyatira-4/21/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Is Jesus who He says He is...this is the ultimate question for all mankind. 

• We’ve spent 8 weeks on the name and identity of Jesus...8 weeks to discuss 7 “I AM” statements 

of Jesus. 

• Now, we change our focus to “I Will”. If Jesus is who He says He is...then “HE WILL” do 

everything that He has declared. 

• We cannot deal with all the I Will statements of Jesus in these final four sessions, so we will deal 

with the ones found in the Revelation. 

• Ephesus...If you don’t repent, I WILL come and remove your lampstand from its place among 

the churches. To everyone who is victorious I WILL give fruit from the tree of life in the 

paradise of God. 

• Smyrna...If you remain faithful even when facing death, I WILL give you the crown of life. 

• Pergamum...Repent of your sin, or I WILL come to you suddenly and fight against them with 

the sword of my mouth. 

• Tonight, we will focus on the 4th church, Thyatira, one of the seven churches of Revelation. 

Jesus gave at least one “I Will” statement to all seven churches in Revelation. 

• Thyatira receives more “I Will” statements from Jesus than any of the other seven. 

The Church at Thyatira 

• Let’s begin with how the I AM introduces himself (write this down John) in this letter to the 

church at Thyatira. 

Revelation 2:18 (NLT2)  
18  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God, 

whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze:  

• Eyes like fire and feet like polished bronze. It’s easy to se why the Apostle John fell down like a 

dead man when he saw the I AM on the Island of Patmos. 

• Like the other 3 churches before, this letter reveals “I Know” from the “I AM”. 

• Some have labeled the Thyatira church as pagan or cultic by its practices.  

• Eyes like flaming fire...judging eyes... I AM and I Know! 

• Feet like Burnished or polished bronze...remember everything in the Jerusalem Temple that had 

to do with sin and judgment was made of bronze. 

• Why such a beginning to this Thyatira church letter...Son of God, eyes of fire and polished 

bronze feet? 

• Feet that are coming to judge...I Will...there are Pagan and Cultic practices inside the church at 

Thyatira. 

• Not everything or everyone was bad...the church also had some good points. 

 

Revelation 2:19 (NLT2)  
19  “I know all the things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, your service, and your patient 

endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these things.  

• Love, faith, service and patient endurance...those are all fruit of the Spirit of God. 
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• So, why the flaming eyes of judgment and why the coming rebuke that’s about to be announced? 

• Is it ok for the church to be cultic/pagan/worldly and also (side by side-coexist) carry on these 

four things of commendation? 

 

James 3:11-12 (NLT2)  
7   11  Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12  Does a fig tree produce 

olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty spring. 

 

• One thing has become perfectly clear to me over these past 20 plus years of Bible study. 

• God wanted to reveal His glory and holiness to the world in the Old Testament through the Jews 

and the only way that was possible was for the Jews to be separate and unique from the world. 

• God wants the Church to reveal His glory and holiness to the world in the church age, but the 

church has become worldly and has not kept itself pure...can fresh and bitter water come from 

the same spring. 

• Tolerance...that’s the buzz word for the world wanting to come into the church...the same world 

that doesn’t want the church to come into them...one-way tolerance. 

• Now for Jesus’ complaint against the Thyatira church. 

 

Revelation 2:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  “But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls 

herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food 

offered to idols. 21  I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality. 

 

• So, what is the I AM going to say about this pagan activity inside the church. 

• You have permitted...do you see it...You have permitted the holy church to become wordly. 

• Her name is Jezebel...she is a real Old Testament character and she also represents the 

pagan/cultic false teaching of the world that wants acceptance in the church. 

• Jezebel’s life represented treachery, greed, sexual immorality and idolatry. 

• Jezebel was the evil wife of King Ahab in the Old Testament during the time of the Prophet 

Elijah, but this woman in the church at Thyatira is operating under the “spirit of Jezebel”, which 

is still alive today. 

• The “spirit of Jezebel”...is a powerful force of darkness that leads people into sin and death. 

• This evil spirit is in the church (then and now). 

• Notice how the Apostle Paul addressed the Roman Church below: 

 

Romans 1:31-32 (NLT2)  
31  They refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy. 32  They know 

God’s justice requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse 

yet, they encourage others to do them, too. 

 

Vs. 20...“But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls 

herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. 

 

Matthew 5:18-19 (NLT2)  
18  I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will 

disappear until its purpose is achieved. 19  So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others 

to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s 

laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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• Is there an evil spirit in the American church trying to lead them into sexual immorality? 

• God will eventually judge this pagan spirit of Jezebel in the church, just like He did in Elijah’s 

day. 

• God gives a time/season to repent, but do not be deceived...God’s judgment will not wait forever. 

• With that background...we get into the I AM and the I Will message to the church at Thyatira. 

• Jesus gave her and the church a time to repent, but what happens when they refuse? 

• Ephesus... Revelation 2:5 Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you 

did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among 

the churches. 

• Pergamum... Revelation 2:15-16 In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you who 

follow the same teaching. 16  Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against 

them with the sword of my mouth. 

• One “I AM” and three “I Will” in this one section to Thyatira. 

 

Revelation 2:21-23 (NLT2)  
21  I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality.  
22  “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her will 

suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 23  I will strike her children 

dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and 

intentions of every person. And I will give to each of you whatever you deserve.  

 

• I WILL throw her and those who participate with her on a bed of suffering unless they repent. 

• I WILL strike her children dead (a generational curse). 

• I AM the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person...I KNOW. 

• I WILL give to each of you whatever you deserve. 

• Can you see the wrath and judgment of God to come? 

• Can you also see the mercy and grace of God...unless you repent and turn away from her evil 

deeds. 

• Can you see how beautiful the word “repentance” is? 

1 John 1:8-10 (NLT2)  
8  If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9  But if we 

confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

wickedness. 10  If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has 

no place in our hearts. 

• Last week I told you... “You will never repent of a sin that you have not admitted to and 

confessed to God”. 

Romans 11:22 (NLT2)  
22  Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is severe toward those who disobeyed, but kind to you 

if you continue to trust in his kindness. But if you stop trusting, you also will be cut off. 

• Back to the letter to Thyatira...and another “I Will”. This one is for those who don’t go along 

with the world and the spirit of Jezebel. 

• I find great strength from this I Will from the I AM. 

Revelation 2:24-25 (NLT2)  
24  “But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed this false teaching 
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(‘deeper truths,’ as they call them—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of you  
25  except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come. 

• Let me explain now why I said I find great strength in this particular I WILL. 

• I don’t believe we are going to stop this LBGT movement that has even entered into the church 

• It is equivalent to the sin of the Nicolaitans that Jesus warns about. 

• I don’t think we’re going to be able to stop the spirit of Jezebel that is moving around the world 

and has entered the church. I could be wrong, but I don’t’ think these two movements that are 

directly mentioned in Jesus’ messages to the churches in Revelation are going to do anything but 

increase in the coming days. 

• In fact, I think the church that doesn’t tolerate and go along with (endorse, support, celebrate) is 

going to be persecuted in the coming days. 

• In the midst of those previous statements... I can hear Jesus say this to the faithful church today. 

• I will ask nothing more of you except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come. 

• Abide, Abide, Abide, Remain, Remain, Remain...What do you think is at stake here...everything! 

• Ephesus...I WILL give you the Tree of Life in Paradise. 

• Smyrna...I WILL give you a Crown of Life. 

• Pergamum...I WILL give you hidden manna, a white stone and a new name. 

• Do you think you can know the I AM and still reject the I WILL? 

• Yes, there may be difficult days ahead for the church that remains salty and refuses to let their 

light be overcome by the darkness. 

• Yes, there may be suffering hardship, persecution or even jail time. But what is at stake here?  

• If you remain faithful even when facing death, I WILL give you the crown of life. 

• There is a judgment day of God coming for us all.  

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NLT2)  
10  For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the 

good or evil we have done in this earthly body. 

• Heaven and Hell await the outcome. Eternity awaits the outcome and it’s not like we don’t know 

about the standards by which we will be measured (there’s power in knowing Jesus’ I WILL) 

• The Word of God, the 2-edged sword that comes from the mouth of Jesus, the I AM will be the 

standard (plumb line) on the day we stand before God. 

• Focus on the reward...this is what keeps me going...focus on the reward...count the cost and 

focus on the reward.  

• We have two more “I Will’s” to mention tonight. 

Revelation 2:26-27 (NLT2)  
26  To all who are victorious, who obey me to the very end, To them I will give authority over all the 

nations. 27  They will rule the nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.  

• I grew up in a church that either didn’t understand this event or refused to talk about it. 

• I believe this is a direct reference to King Jesus’ 1000 year reign on this present earth after the 7-

year tribulation. 

Luke 19:15-19 (NLT2) 15  “After he was crowned king, he returned and called in the servants to 

whom he had given the money. He wanted to find out what their profits were. 16  The first servant 

reported, ‘Master, I invested your money and made ten times the original amount!’ 17  “‘Well done!’ the 
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king exclaimed. ‘You are a good servant. You have been faithful with the little I entrusted to you, so you 

will be governor of ten cities as your reward.’ 18  “The next servant reported, ‘Master, I invested your 

money and made five times the original amount.’ 19  “‘Well done!’ the king said. ‘You will be governor 

over five cities.’  

 

• Do you know what’s at stake here? 

Revelation 20:1-6 (NLT2) 1  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the 

bottomless pit and a heavy chain in his hand. 2  He seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, 

Satan—and bound him in chains for a thousand years. 3  The angel threw him into the bottomless pit, 

which he then shut and locked so Satan could not deceive the nations anymore until the thousand 

years were finished. Afterward he must be released for a little while. 4  Then I saw thrones, and the 

people sitting on them had been given the authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God. They had not 

worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his mark on their forehead or their hands. They all 

came to life again, and they reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5  This is the first resurrection. 

(The rest of the dead did not come back to life until the thousand years had ended.) 6  Blessed and holy 

are those who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death holds no power, but they will be 

priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him a thousand years.  

• Yes, I believe those who refuse to go along with the world by abandoning the Word of God will 

reign with Jesus Christ on this present earth for 1000 years.  

• This reward is for those who never deny the Name or the Word...never go along with the Jezebel 

spirit or the cultic practices of the Nicolaitans. 

• We will be His priests, returning to the earth after the great tribulation to take our place with our 

King as He reigns over the whole earth from Jerusalem. 

• This is the first resurrection, and the second death will have  no power over us. 

• FOR THEM THE SECOND DEATH HOLDS NO POWER! 

• Do you understand what’s at stake here...the second death is to be thrown into hell forever! 

Revelation 20:11-15 (NLT2) 11  And I saw a great white throne and the one sitting on it. The earth and 

sky fled from his presence, but they found no place to hide. 12  I saw the dead, both great and small, 

standing before God’s throne. And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead 

were judged according to what they had done, as recorded in the books. 13  The sea gave up its dead, and 

death and the grave gave up their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds. 14  Then death and 

the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. 15  And anyone whose 

name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.  

• The I AM has said I WILL deliver you from the second death...how could I believe that He is 

indeed who He says he is and not believe that He will do everything that He has promised? 

• There is one last “I Will” for tonight. 

Revelation 2:28-29 (NLT2) 28  They will have the same authority I received from my Father, and I will 

also give them the morning star! 29  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 

what he is saying to the churches.  

• I will give them “ME”. 

• Oneness with the Son is oneness with the Father...this is our ultimate reward, to be forever 

connected to the family of God. 



 

P
ag

e6
 

• Jesus is referred to as the Morning Star in the final chapter of Revelation and the Peter’s letter. 

Revelation 22:16 (NLT2) 
16  “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this message for the churches. I am both the source of David 

and the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star.”  

2 Peter 1:19-21 (NLT2) 19  Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message 

proclaimed by the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are 

like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and Christ the Morning Star shines in your 

hearts. 20  Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own 

understanding, 21  or from human initiative. No, those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and 

they spoke from God. 

• The morning star appears just before dawn, when it is the coldest and the darkest. When 

everything is at it’s worst, even the grave itself...the Morning Star will appear and bring light that 

which will drive away the darkness. 

• One final thought for tonight. If Jesus is the Morning Star and the reward for those who keep the 

faith in times of trouble and testing.  

• Then, who and what is  the darkness that the Morning Star will drive away at His appearing? 

Isaiah 14:12-15 (NLT2) 12  “How you are fallen from heaven, O shining star, son of the morning! 

You have been thrown down to the earth, you who destroyed the nations of the world.  
13  For you said to yourself, ‘I will ascend to heaven and set my throne above God’s stars. I will preside 

on the mountain of the gods far away in the north. 14  I will climb to the highest heavens and be like the 

Most High.’ 15  Instead, you will be brought down to the place of the dead, down to its lowest depths.  

• Where do you think the pagan doctrine of the Nicolaitans and the spirit of Jezebel comes from? 

• Ephesus...If you don’t repent, I WILL come and remove your lampstand from its place among 

the churches. To everyone who is victorious I WILL give fruit from the tree of life in the 

paradise of God. 

• Smyrna...If you remain faithful even when facing death, I WILL give you the crown of life. 

• Pergamum...Repent of your sin, or I WILL come to you suddenly and fight against them with 

the sword of my mouth. 

• Thyatira...I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality.  

 “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her 

will suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 23  I will strike her 

children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one who searches out the 

thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to each of you whatever you 

deserve.  

• I will ask nothing more of you 25  except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come. 

• To all who are victorious, who obey me to the very end, To them I will give authority over all 

the nations. 27  They will rule the nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.  

• They will have the same authority I received from my Father, and I will also give them the 

morning star! 29  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 

saying to the churches. 

• I AM and I WILL! Can a person really believe in the I AM and not believe it when He says, “I 

Will”? 


