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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will---Session #6-Resurrection and the Life-3/24/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

• Two Words, three letters…the answer to every question ever to be asked. 

• Week Six…here we go. 

• Week one was the foundation to other 7 when Jesus announces this. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!”  
59  At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the 

Temple.  

 

• Is Jesus who He says he is…the I AM? 

• In the Gospel of John Jesus then announces 7 I AM statements. 

• We’ve covered 4 of them: 

1. I AM the Bread of Life. 

2. I AM the Light of the World. 

3. I AM the Gate 

4. I AM the Good Shepherd 

5. Tonight…I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

• I love this one because of its context…Jesus reveals this I AM statement at a funeral service. 

• I wonder why…why a funeral service? 

• Let’s read the story and find out. 

John 11:17-26 (NLT)  
17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his grave for four days.  
18 Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, 19 and many of the people had come to 

console Martha and Mary in their loss. 20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to 

meet him. But Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.”  
23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else 

rises, at the last day.” 25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me 

will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you 

believe this, Martha?”  

 

• First, how did she know about the resurrection of the last day? 

• This is not some random encounter, but a funeral service of a dear friend. 

• The encounter between Jesus and Martha (the sister of Lazarus) didn’t start well (she’s mad). 

• Why is she so mad…He’s late! 

• Martha knew the I AM, but Martha didn’t know that the I AM has power over death. 

• Is it possible that the I AM was late on purpose...is that possible or beneficial? 

• Let’s back up a few verses and see. 

John 11:1-15 (NLT)  
1 A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha.  



 

P
ag

e2
 

2 This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her 

hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. 3 So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your 

dear friend is very sick.” 4 But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in 

death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.”  
5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6 he stayed where he was for the next two days.  
7 Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 8 But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they 

said, “only a few days ago the people in Judea were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?”  
9 Jesus replied, “There are twelve hours of daylight every day. During the day people can walk safely. 

They can see because they have the light of this world. [Jesus’ 2nd I AM statement]  
10 But at night there is danger of stumbling because they have no light.” 11 Then he said, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but now I will go and wake him up.” 12 The disciples said, “Lord, if he is 

sleeping, he will soon get better!” 13 They thought Jesus meant Lazarus was simply sleeping, but Jesus 

meant Lazarus had died. 14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 And for your sakes, I’m glad 

I wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.”  

 

• I’m glad I wasn’t there; for now you will really believe…believe what? 

• Jesus is going to use this opportunity to reveal a new I AM reality…resurrection and life. 

• The disciples, the followers of Jesus knew the I AM, but they didn’t know that the I AM had 

power over death itself. 

• Two purposes for Jesus being late...or at least He seemed late. 

John 11:4 (NLT)  
4 But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for 

the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.” 

John 11:14-15 (NLT)  

14 So he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  
15 And for your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.” 

• The I AM revealing His identity, power and purpose for the glory of God the Father and Jesus 

the Son and for the sake of all who will believe! 

• By the time Jesus arrives at the funeral Lazarus has been dead for 4 days. 

• The disciples have been given the heads up on the event, but Mary and Martha didn’t know. 

• Both are going to be asked to believe that Jesus is who He says He is…the I AM. 

• Isn’t it reasonable to believe that if Jesus is the One that: 

1. Created everything in the beginning. 

2. Before Abraham was born, I AM. 

3. Revealed His name to Moses as I AM Who I AM. 

4. Born of a virgin, Immanuel...God is with us...God’s only begotten Son. 

5. If He is all of this…He can surely also be THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE! 

• Maybe some of you for the first time in series are finally getting the fact that you can’t just 

accept part of Jesus…He is who He says He is or He isn’t. 

John 8:24-25 (NLT2)  
24  That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, 

you will die in your sins.” 25  “Who are you?” they demanded. Jesus replied, “The one I have always 

claimed to be.  
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• He doesn’t just leave Martha with a big question (do you believe this), but He gives her a big 

revelation. 

• I AM and I AM going to show you that I AM...I AM and I WILL. 

John 11:33-44 (NLT)  
33 When Jesus saw her [Mary] weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger 

welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled.  
34 “Where have you put him?” he asked them. They told him, “Lord, come and see.”  
35 Then Jesus wept. 36 The people who were standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!”  
37 But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”  
38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance.  
39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has 

been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.” 40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would 

see God’s glory if you believe?” 41 So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and 

said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. 42 You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all 

these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.”  
43 Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in 

graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him go!”  

 

• This changes everything! 

• Death…even if you’ve already done it… can be overcome...defeated. 

• Death…even if you fear it… can be overcome....defeated. 

• Death…there is One who has power to look at it and say NO and defeat the great power of death. 

• Two questions about this scene in which the I AM is going to reveal His purpose and identity. 

1. Why did Jesus weep…when He knew that Lazarus would rise? 

2. What was Jesus’ emotion about this thing called death? 

• Let’s start with “Jesus Wept”. 

• I can only find 3 places in the Bible where Jesus wept. 

• Two are at the funeral of Lazarus. 

• The third is looking over Jerusalem as He walks toward the cross. 

Luke 19:41-44 (NLT)  
41 But as they came closer to Jerusalem and Jesus saw the city ahead, he began to weep.  
42 “How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is too late, 

and peace is hidden from your eyes.  
43 Before long your enemies will build ramparts against your walls and encircle you and close in on you 

from every side.  
44 They will crush you into the ground, and your children with you. Your enemies will not leave a single 

stone in place, because you did not accept your opportunity for salvation.”  

 

• He’s weeping over Jerusalem because they are going to miss it…the resurrection and the life. 

• He’s weeping because they refused to believe the He is who He says He is …the I AM. 

• He’s not weeping over Jerusalem because He’s about to die on a cross on Friday, why? 

• He knows about the resurrection and the life...I’m not making light of the suffering that would 

come before His death or ours. 
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Hebrews 12:1-2 (NLT)  
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip 

off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 

endurance the race God has set before us.  
2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of 

the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of 

honor beside God’s throne.  

 

• He’s weeping over Jerusalem because they don’t believe Him and they’re going to miss it. 

Luke 23:28-31 (NLT)  
28  But Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, don’t weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children.  

29  For the days are coming when they will say, ‘Fortunate indeed are the women who are childless, the 

wombs that have not borne a child and the breasts that have never nursed.’  
30  People will beg the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and plead with the hills, ‘Bury us.’  
31  For if these things are done when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

• Why is the I AM weeping at Lazarus’ funeral knowing that Lazarus is about to walk out of the 

grave? 

• Because, even after seeing it with their own eyes, they won’t believe that Jesus is who He says 

He is, the I AM. 

• One more thing about this scene that I never noticed until I read it from the NLT. 

• It’s about the second question…what was Jesus’ emotion about death? 

John 11:25-40 (NLT)  
25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after 

dying.  
26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”  
27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who 

has come into the world from God.”  
28 Then she returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and told her, “The Teacher is 

here and wants to see you.”  
29 So Mary immediately went to him.  
30 Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met him.  
31 When the people who were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave so hastily, they assumed she 

was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they followed her there.  
32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.”  
33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up 

within him, and he was deeply troubled.  
34 “Where have you put him?” he asked them. They told him, “Lord, come and see.”  
35 Then Jesus wept.  
36 The people who were standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!”  
37 But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”  
38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance.  
39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has 

been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.”  
40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?”  
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• The NIV uses the phrase “deeply moved in spirit and troubled”. 

• So I looked up the words in the original Greek language and found… “to snort with anger”. 

• Look again at verse 33 and verse 38… 

John 11:33-34 (NLT)  
33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up 

within him, and he was deeply troubled.  
34 “Where have you put him?” he asked them. They told him, “Lord, come and see.”  
 

John 11:38-39 (NLT)  
38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance.  
39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has 

been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.” 

• Why is the I AM so angry…He is the resurrection and the life…there is no death in the I AM. 

• He is life for those who have already died…if they would believe...victory over death’s great 

power. 

• He is life for those who will die…if they believe...victory over death’s great power. 

• He is the Creator, Before Abraham was born, announcing His name to Moses and yet born of a 

virgin in a manger. 

• He is the alpha and the omega, the beginning and the end…He is the One who was, and is and is 

to come...what does death have to do with Him? 

• Death is the curse, the result of sin and He has neither. 

• He is the I AM and He is over death and death cannot hold Him or anyone who belongs to Him. 

• He is angry at death with a righteous anger...Death is an enemy...the enemy of Jesus. 

• It is His righteous anger regarding death that brought us life through the cross. 

• Death is an enemy and Jesus, through His own death has defeated death and death’s source. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 (NLT)  

14  Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and 

blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the 

devil, who had the power of death. 15  Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives 

as slaves to the fear of dying. 

• He is the resurrection for those who have died and He is life for all who will believe that HE is 

who He says He is…the I AM. 

• In the Book of Revelation the Apostle John receives this announcement from the I AM regarding 

death. 

• John sees His resurrected 3 year friend and companion Jesus and… 

Revelation 1:17-18 (NLT)  
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t 

be afraid! I am the First and the Last.  
18 I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death 

and the grave. 
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Closing 

• It’s interesting to me that Jesus chose a funeral service to announce the end of funeral services. 

• Death…the final and ultimate enemy of man. 

• Death…the enemy of God, but the reality of all who will refuse to believe in the I AM. 

• Not just one death, but a second death, an eternal death belongs to the unbelievers of the I AM. 

Revelation 2:11 (NLT)  
11 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 

churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the second death. 

• Right now, until the I AM comes, death is real and death is here. 

• But I proclaim today the words of the Book of the I AM. 

Revelation 21:3-4 (NLT)  
3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live 

with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.  
4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. 

All these things are gone forever.” 

• Death, the last enemy. 

• Death has been defeated by the life and death of the I AM. 

• Jesus took our death into the grave and left it there...He is now our Resurrection and our Life. 

• Jesus is the resurrection from the dead…for Himself and for us. 

1 Corinthians 15:21-26 (NLT)  
21 So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead 

has begun through another man.  
22 Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given 

new life.  
23 But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all 

who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.  
24 After that the end will come, when he will turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, having 

destroyed every ruler and authority and power.  
25 For Christ must reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet.  
26 And the last enemy to be destroyed is death.  

 

• Is Jesus who He says He is…the I AM. 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

• This resurrection thing  would change everything, wouldn’t it? 

 


