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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will---Session #9-Ephesus/Smyrna/Pergamum-

4/14/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Is Jesus who He says He is...this is the ultimate question for all mankind. 

• We’ve spent 8 weeks on the name and identity of Jesus...8 weeks to discuss 7 “I AM” statements 

of Jesus. 

• Now, we change our focus to “I Will”. If Jesus is who He says He is...then “HE WILL” do 

everything that He has declared. 

• We cannot deal with all the I Will statements of Jesus in these final four sessions, so we will deal 

with the ones found in the Revelation. 

• Tonight, we will focus on three of the seven churches of Revelation. Jesus gave at least one “I 

Will” statement to all seven churches in Revelation. 

The Church at Ephesus 

• We’ll begin our journey into the “I Will” of Jesus in Ephesus. 

Revelation 2:2-6 (NLT2)  
2  “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient endurance. I know you 

don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. 

You have discovered they are liars.  
3  You have patiently suffered for me without quitting. [ABIDE,ABIDE,ABIDE] 
4  “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first!  
5  Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, 

I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches.  
6  But this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do.  

• Do you think repentance is important? 

• I AM has said I Will. This is the opening statement to Ephesus before the I Will warning is 

given. 

Revelation 2:1 (NLT2)  
1  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the message from the one who holds 

the seven stars in his right hand, the one who walks among the seven gold lampstands:  

• Jesus describes himself to John before the warning is given...I Will. 

• Let there be no doubt tonight...The I AM will always accomplish the I Will. 

• Let’s focus on the I Will warning to the church at Ephesus, the first of the seven churches. 

• But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first!  
5  Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you 

don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 

• How can we reconcile this I Will statement of Jesus to the “Once saved, always saved” doctrine? 

• Jesus has a complaint and he makes it very clear...do you really think this complaint will only 

apply to the ancient church in Ephesus? 

• You don’t love me or each other as you did at first! Can you see how important it is to hold onto 

your faith and love of Jesus (abide, abide, abide). 
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• Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. It’s called 

repentance and repentance is a wonderful thing. Jesus is telling Ephesus and us a wonderful 

thing. God accepts genuine repentance. Repentance restores our broken and fallen away love 

relationship with God. 

• Now for the warning to the church at Ephesus and to us today. 

• If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the 

churches.  

• I guess the big question is this...what is the lampstand that Jesus will remove, take away from the 

church? 

• Jesus reveals the mystery of the  seven Lampstands and seven stars in the previous chapter. 

Revelation 1:20 (NLT2)  
20  This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the seven gold 

lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches. 

• The Lampstand represents the church, the light of the world. 

• Do you remember the parable of the 10 Virgins...the oil in their lamp? 

• The only thing that makes the church, the church is the Holy Spirit in us...we, the church are the 

body of Christ.  

• So, if Jesus comes and removes the Lampstand from the Church...He is removing Himself. 

• Now, look at the “I Will” statement from the “I AM” again. 

• You don’t love me or each other as you did at first! 5  Look how far you have fallen! Turn back 

to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your 

lampstand from its place among the churches.  

• That’s Jesus’ warning to the church, then and now. But Jesus also gives Ephesus and us a 

wonderful “I Will” promise. 

• Revelation 2:7 (NLT2)  
7  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 

churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise 

of God. 

• Do you see how wonderful repentance is? Do you see the mercy and grace that is offered from 

the “I AM”? 

• You will never repent of a sin that you have not admitted to and confessed to God. 

• Can you hear me tonight...can you hear the Spirit tonight...this is a marathon, not a sprint. 

Mark 13:13 (NLT2)  
13  And everyone will hate you because you are my followers. But the one who endures to the end will 

be saved.  

Matthew 24:12-14 (NLT2)  
12  Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will grow cold.  
13  But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  
14  And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all 

nations will hear it; and then the end will come. 
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• Is it possible to know the I AM, really know the I AM (not know about Him) and refuse to 

believe the I Will of the I AM? 

 

The Church at Smyrna 

• Now, we can move to the church at Smyrna (the persecuted and suffering church) the second of 

the seven churches in Revelation. 

Revelation 2:9  (NLT2)  
9  “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I know the blasphemy of those 

opposing you. They say they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan.  

• I AM also says, “I Know”. In fact, He says that to all the churches in Revelation...do you know 

why? 

• He stands in the middle of the 7 Lampstands and He holds the 7 stars in His hand. He is I AM. 

Revelation 1:12-16 (NLT2)  
12  When I turned to see who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands.  
13  And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. He was wearing 

a long robe with a gold sash across his chest.  
14  His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames of fire.  
15  His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty ocean 

waves. 16  He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth. 

And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance. 

• The Smyrna church was being persecuted and they lived in a time of suffering. Jesus tells them 

and us today that any all suffering will seem insignificant in comparison to the great reward of 

remaining in Christ until the end. 

Revelation 2:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you into prison to test 

you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing death, I will give you 

the crown of life. 11  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 

saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the second death.  

• Ephesus... I Will give you fruit from the Tree of Life in the Paradise of God. 

• Smyrna... I Will give you a crown of life. 

• But what about the suffering? What about the hardship and the persecution? 

• Let me change the question a bit...what about the second death that has been revealed by the I 

AM? 

• The Tree of Life and the Crown of Life are for those who have escaped the second death by 

placing their faith in Jesus Christ. 

• The second death is great suffering and there is no escape from this second death if you refuse to 

believe that Jesus is who He says He is and that Jesus is going to do everything He said He 

would do. It’s called faith.  

• Faith in Jesus is the Tree of Life and the Crown of Life. The absence of faith is the absence of 

Tree of Life and the Crown of Life because they can only come through the I AM. 
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• But what about the suffering? Yes, it’s real and yes it’s hard. Do you think this Smyrna suffering 

thing is new? No, followers of Christ have and will always suffer.  

• The world has rejected Jesus and that same world will also reject anyone and everyone that has 

received Jesus today. 

• The Apostle Paul preached in some of these Revelation churches and he suffered greatly. This is 

how Paul viewed suffering for the name of Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT2)  
16  That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day.  
17  For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that 

vastly outweighs them and will last forever!  
18  So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be 

seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 

• The Tree of Life is forever...our present sufferings are temporary. 

• The Crown of Life is eternal...our present hardships will soon be gone. 

• Did you notice what both of these rewards have in them...LIFE!  

• You can only have life from the I AM...He is the only source of LIFE. 

• Suffering and hardship can’t take away your life...you have the resurrection into eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

James 1:12 (NLT2)  
12  God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown 

of life that God has promised [I WILL] to those who love him. 

• These Words are all promises from the I AM, but we must receive them by faith. 

The Church at Pergamum 

• What will the I AM say to this third church, the church at Pergamum? 

• First the I AM says I Know...again. 

Revelation 2:13 (NLT2)  
13  “I know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me. You 

refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s 

city.  

• We can never say to God...you don’t know what I’m going through. 

• Jesus gives this church a commendation...you have remained loyal to me and you did not deny 

me when the persecution came, and they martyred Antipas. 

• Now for the complaint of Jesus to the church and the revelation of the “ I Will”. 

Revelation 2:14-16 (NLT2)  
14  “But I have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you whose teaching is like 

that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating 

food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin.  
15  In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching.  
16  Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them with the sword of my 

mouth. 
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• So much for tolerance being a virtue. Jesus rebuked the church for tolerating teachers that led the 

believers into idolatry and sexual sin.  

• This is the second time that Jesus refers to the sin of the Nicolaitans when addressing the 7 

churches. 

• The Nicolaitans were believers who had compromised their faith in order to enjoy some of the 

sinful practices of Ephesian society, including idolatry and sexual immorality. The name 

"Nicolaitans" is roughly the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word for "Balaamites." Balaam was 

a prophet who induced the Israelites to carry out their lustful desires (see 2:14; Numbers 31:16).  

• Can you see some of the modern American church tolerance issue in this warning from the I 

AM? 

• In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you who follow the same teaching.  
16  Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them with the sword of 

my mouth. 

• Yes, we must choose to get along with those who live in this world apart from Christ, but getting 

along does not mean going along. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 (NLT2)  
14  Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? 

How can light live with darkness?  
15  What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an 

unbeliever?  
16  And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we are the temple of the living 

God. As God said: “I will live in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people.  
17  Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the 

LORD. Don’t touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you.  
18  And I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”  

• And what is the threat of the I AM for this tolerance? I will come to you suddenly and fight 

against them with the sword of my mouth. 

• Do you remember the 7 stars and the 7 lampstands?  

Revelation 1:16 (NLT2)  
16  He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth. And his 

face was like the sun in all its brilliance.  

• The Word of God is the standard by which all mankind will be judged...a sharp two-edged sword 

from His mouth. 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, 

cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and 

desires. 13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, 

and he is the one to whom we are accountable. 

Revelation 19:13-16 (NLT2)  
13  He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word of God.  
14  The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white horses.  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+31%3A16
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15  From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron 

rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a winepress.  
16  On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 

• The Word of God from the I AM is I Will...no excuses and we will all be judged by the Words 

recorded in the Holy Scriptures. There are many I Wills...some offer blessings and some offer 

curses. 

• That’s the threat, the warning from the I AM about the I Will, but what about the reward for 

those who put their faith in Him. 

Revelation 2:17 (NLT2)  
17  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. 

To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. 

And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one 

understands except the one who receives it. 

• Manna, hidden away in heaven...accessible only by the I AM and those who belong to Him. 

• The Bread of Life, the bread that came down from heaven. 

John 6:32-33 (NLT2)  
32  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, Moses didn’t give you bread from heaven. My Father did. And now 

he offers you the true bread from heaven.  
33  The true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

John 6:47-51 (NLT2)  
47  “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life.  
48  Yes, I am the bread of life!  
49  Your ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, but they all died.  
50  Anyone who eats the bread from heaven, however, will never die.  
51  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and 

this bread, which I will offer so the world may live, is my flesh.” 

• A White Stone symbolizes innocent or not guilty...accessible only by the blood of the  I AM. 

• The new name is God’s family name...He names His children. 

Matthew 1:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the 

angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit.  
21  And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

John 1:29 (NLT2)  
29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world!  

• And that’s just 3 of the 7 churches in Revelation...more to come. 

• What’s at stake here...Tree of Life, Crown of Life, Escape from the second death, Hidden 

Heavenly Manna, White Stone and a New Name. 

• I AM and I WILL...do you believe Him? 
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