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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will---Session #4-The Gate-3/10/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Two words, three letters…answers every human question. 

• Session Four…here we go. 

• Week one was the foundation to other 7 when Jesus announces this. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
57 The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 59 At that point they 

picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.  

 

• Is Jesus who He says he is…the I AM? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

• In the Gospel of John...Jesus then announces 7 I AM statements. 

• We’ve covered two of them: 

1. I AM the Bread of Life. 

2. I AM the Light of the World. 

3. Tonight…I AM the Gate. 

John 10:1-10 (NLT)  
1 “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the 

gate, must surely be a thief and a robber! 2 But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of 

the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. 

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks 

ahead of them, and they follow him because they know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger; they 

will run from him because they don’t know his voice.” 6 Those who heard Jesus use this illustration 

didn’t understand what he meant, 7 so he explained it to them: “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them.  
9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and 

will find good pastures. 10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them 

a rich and satisfying life.  

 

• I went and looked up the different Greek to English translations of this word Gate and found 

door, entrance and especially “portal”. 

• Today, we specifically look at the I AM announcement that He and He alone is the gate through 

which any of us sheep will ever find good pasture…”Those who come in through me will be 

saved”. 

• Chapter 10 begins with a statement of the I AM that appears 78 different times in the four 

gospels… “I tell you the truth”. 

• When the I AM does that it usually means there is a lie hanging around somewhere close. 

• This time is no exception. 
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John 10:1 (NLT)  
1 “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the 

gate, must surely be a thief and a robber!  

 

• The I Am is not only acknowledging the existence of a gate (singular). 

• He is also acknowledging the existence of a thief and a robber that tells you don’t need a gate or 

maybe there is more than one gate. 

• Can you sneak over this wall that separates us from the good pasture in the Promised Land? 

• Why not just go through the gate instead of sneaking over the wall? 

• Come on Terry…that’s pretty narrow minded and insensitive to say that we need a gate. 

• It’s pretty arrogant to say there is only one gate/door/portal into the land of good pasture. 

• Who are you to tell me there is only one gate anyway? 

• Let me tell you the truth…before I met the I AM I didn’t even know there was a gate. 

• Until I met the I AM I wasn’t even looking for a gate, much less listening for the voice of the 

Gatekeeper. 

• You see, the truth is this…there is only one man that has ever been able to walk through that gate 

into green pasture…He is the one who said… 

John 8:58 (NLT)  
58 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 

• The I AM did what no other man since Adam has been able to do…walk through the gate into 

God’s presence. 

• That gate went up in the time of Adam. 

Genesis 3:22-24 (NLT)  
22 Then the LORD God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both good and 

evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!”  
23 So the LORD God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the 

ground from which he had been made. 24 After sending them out, the LORD God stationed mighty 

cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and 

forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

• Do you think anyone ever climbed over that gate? 

• Sin put a gate up between man and God. 

• You can’t climb over it and you can’t go around it regardless of what the thief and robber says. 

• There was one man...yes He was a man (The Word became flesh and lived among us). 

• One man, the second/last Adam...that didn’t have any sin and He walked through the gate, 

became the gate, and then turned and said “FOLLOW ME”. 

John 10:1-5 (NLT)  
1 “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the 

gate, must surely be a thief and a robber! 2 But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of 

the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. 

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks 

ahead of them, and they follow him because they know his voice.  
5 They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him because they don’t know his voice.”  
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• The One who entered through the gate as the last Adam to pay the price for the sins of all 

mankind was the I AM. 

• He entered through the gate and thus became the gate. 

• You’re not going to go around or over this gate. 

• That gate kept Adam and Eve from eating from the Tree of Life and living forever. 

• Now listen to what the I AM has said about that gate…this is my favorite part. 

Revelation 22:12-15 (NLT)  
12 “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds.  
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”  
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the gates of the city 

and eat the fruit from the tree of life. 15 Outside the city are the dogs—the sorcerers, the sexually 

immoral, the murderers, the idol worshipers, and all who love to live a lie.  

 

• Coming soon…If it was soon in the time of the Apostle John, how soon is it now? 

• Bringing the reward for the gate people…those who didn’t think they could climb over but 

bowed down and went through. 

• Blessed are those who wash their robes in the blood of the Gate, the I AM. 

• He is the only one that can get those stains out and get you through the gate. 

• What’s on the other side of the gate? 

Revelation 22:14 (NLT)  
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the gates of the city 

and eat the fruit from the tree of life. 

 

• The I AM is on the other side of the gate, but also the tree of life…forever life in the presence of 

the I AM. 

• In case you were wondering…not everyone goes through this gate because they refused to go 

through the I AM Gate. 

Revelation 22:15 (NLT)  
15 Outside the city are the dogs—the sorcerers, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idol worshipers, 

and all who love to live a lie.  

 

• What lie? 

• They didn’t just believe the lie...they lived the lie. 

• What lie? 

1. Everyone goes to heaven. 

2. There is no after life. 

3. God wouldn’t send anyone to hell, refusing entry to the gate. 

4. There are many gates to heaven, not just one. 

• They are all lies that are based on a single premise or question. 

1. Is Jesus who he claims to be…the I AM? 

2. Is Jesus the Bread of Life? 

3. Is Jesus the Light of the World? 

4. Is Jesus he Gate to the Tree of Life…forever life in the presence of God. 
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• Is HE or isn’t HE the I AM? 

• Is He telling the truth in those 78 different verses in the gospels? 

• Is He the second Adam come to open the gate that the first Adam closed? 

• You and I and all mankind will eventually come to one of two conclusions regarding Jesus. 

• He is telling the truth or He is a liar. 

• If He is a lair…don‘t worry about anything I’ve said tonight and go home…why not? 

• If He is a liar…don’t worry about the bread of life, light of the world, and this gate to heaven 

stuff. 

• BUT, if He is telling the truth. 

• He is the I AM and the I AM has said and recorded it in a book for all to read…said what? 

1. Before Abraham was even born, I AM. 

2. I AM the Bread of Life…true manna from heaven. 

3. I AM the Light of the World...those who are connected to this Light will never know darkness. 

4. I Am the Gate...the only way/portal to the Tree of Eternal Life. 

What about the Liar...what about the lies? 

• So, how do I keep from being deceived…really? 

• This gate jumping liar, named Satan, has deceived the best of them…so how? 

• Several years ago I came under such conviction about prayer…a certain prayer. 

• I began praying that prayer for myself, family and church. 

• I have encouraged the church to pray this prayer for many years now. 

Luke 21:34-36 (NLT)  

34 “Watch out! Don’t let your hearts be dulled by carousing and drunkenness, and by the worries of this 

life. Don’t let that day catch you unaware, 35 like a trap. For that day will come upon everyone living on 

the earth. 36 Keep alert at all times. And pray that you might be strong enough to escape these 

coming horrors and stand before the Son of Man.” 

Luke 22:39-40 (NLT)  
39 Then, accompanied by the disciples, Jesus left the upstairs room and went as usual to the Mount of 

Olives. 40 There he told them, “Pray that you will not give in to temptation.”  

 

Luke 22:45-46 (NLT)  
45 At last he stood up again and returned to the disciples, only to find them asleep, exhausted from grief.  
46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray, so that you will not give in to 

temptation.” 

• Are you listening…are you praying? 

• Do you know His Voice…the voice of the I AM. 

• Would you recognize Him if He spoke to you? 

John 10:3-8 (NLT)  
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls 

his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of 

them, and they follow him because they know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger; they will run 

from him because they don’t know his voice.” 6 Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t 
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understand what he meant, 7 so he explained it to them: “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.  
8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them.  

 

• Do you…recognize His voice? 

• Did He…call you by name? 

Hebrews 1:1-2 (NLT)  
1 Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.  
2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son 

as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe.  

 

• Can you imagine the I AM calling you by name? 

• What would you do with that call…would you recognize His voice? 

• The sheep know the voice of the master and the sheep know the voice of the stranger. 

• Do you know His voice, would you recognize it if you heard it…really? 

• I think one of the greatest examples of the voice of God is when God calls Elijah to meet Him at 

the Mountain of God. 

• Elijah arrives and Elijah listens…pay close attention here…this is the man that God spared from 

death itself. 

1 Kings 19:11-13 (NLT)  
11 “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the LORD told him. And as Elijah stood there, the 

LORD passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the rocks 

were torn loose, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the 

LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not 

in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he 

wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And a voice said, 

“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

• He was not in the wind…have you been listening for Him in the wind? 

• He was not in the earthquake…have you seeking Him in the earthquake? 

• He was not in the fire…Have you been looking for Him in the fire? 

• Would you hear Him in the gentle whisper? 

• Too much noise…too many distractions…too much stuff. 

• I hear Him, that gentle voice every time I open His Word. 

• I hear Him, that gentle voice every time I bow to Him in prayer. 

• I hear Him asking me to follow the I AM through the gate and take hold of the tree of life. 

• I hear Him asking me to tell others about the I AM that holds that gate open today. 

• When you finally get number one…He is the I AM. 

• When you finally figure out who the “ME” is in “Follow Me”. 

• Then the “Follow Me” part is worth the cost…not always easy…but always worth it. 

John 8:57-59 (NLT) 57 The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have 

seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!”  
59 At that point they picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the 

Temple 
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• Today the I AM is holding the gate open for you! 

• How incredible is that thought...He is not willing that anyone should perish? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

• This past Monday I sent out “A Word from Terry about The Curtain”. 

• I specifically referred to the final 5 verses from the Book of Exodus and the events that took 

place when they set up the Tabernacle for the first time on New Years Day. 

Exodus 40:34-38 (NLT2) 34  Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the LORD filled 

the Tabernacle. 35  Moses could no longer enter the Tabernacle because the cloud had settled down over 

it, and the glory of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 36  Now whenever the cloud lifted from the 

Tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out on their journey, following it. 37  But if the cloud did not 

rise, they remained where they were until it lifted. 38  The cloud of the LORD hovered over the 

Tabernacle during the day, and at night fire glowed inside the cloud so the whole family of Israel could 

see it. This continued throughout all their journeys.  

 

• When I read those verses from Exodus about Moses and the Children of Israel some 1500 years 

before Jesus...I saw Jesus! I saw...the Gate...the Curtain that separated us from the Most Holy 

Place of God’s presence. 

 

Mark 15:37-38 (NLT2) 37  Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last.  
38  And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

•  

• Moses was a holy man, but Moses was unable to enter the Most Holy Place behind the curtain. 

• Moses was from the seed of Adam...there must be a second or last Adam...One without sin. 

• That curtain was torn from top to bottom when Jesus died on the cross...making a way for us to 

enter the very presence of God in the Promised Land. 

• Not only is this a wonderful and eternal promise about our future, but it’s also a promise about 

our time here in the wilderness...while we wait for our blessed hope to come for us. 

• Notice the very last verse in the Book of Exodus.  

 

Exodus 40:38 (NLT2) 38  The cloud of the LORD hovered over the Tabernacle during the day, and at 

night fire glowed inside the cloud so the whole family of Israel could see it. This continued 

throughout all their journeys. 

•  

• The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God living in our hearts (temple/tabernacle) today. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT2) 19  Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 

who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20  for God bought you 

with a high price. So you must honor God with your body. 

• I AM the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, the Gate...next week...The Good Shepherd. 

• This Holy Spirit living in our temple...will continue throughout our journeys in the 

wilderness...until we all make it through that final gate into the Promised Land. 


