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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will----Session #5-The Good Shepherd-3/17/21 

Led by Terry Cooper 

  

• Two words, three letters…that changed my life and yours. 

• He is the answer to every question that will ever be asked…I AM! 

• Week Five…here we go. 

• Week one was the foundation to other 7 when Jesus announces this. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 59  At that point they 

picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.  

 

• Is Jesus who He says he is…the I AM? 

• If you’re having trouble with the “follow me” part of Christianity, then you don’t know I AM. 

• In the Gospel of John Jesus then announces 7 I AM statements. 

• We’ve covered three of them: 

1. I AM the Bread of Life. 

2. I AM the Light of the World. 

3. I AM the Gate 

4. Tonight…I AM the Good Shepherd (immediately following “the Gate”). 

John 10:11-16 (NLT)  
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 12 A hired hand will run 

when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t 

their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. 13 The hired hand runs away because 

he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I 

know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I 

sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring 

them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd.  

 

• Pastor Jeremiah Wright said the “other sheep” were Muslims...is that true? 

• Now you must understand something here…this was a sheep/shepherd culture. 

• This shepherd reference from the I AM may seem strange to you, but it wouldn’t have been 

strange to them. 

• Taking care of sheep was a way of life and the I AM is talking about a way of life, but not about 

sheep life….but our life. 

• The I AM-Good Shepherd isn’t a hired hand, but an owner, the owner…of it all. 

• This Shepherd loves His sheep (they belong to Him) and will do anything necessary to protect 

His sheep, even die for them. 

• The I AM has just finished announcing that He is the gate for the sheep and there is an adversary 

that wants to destroy the sheep. 

John 10:9-16 (NLT)  
9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and 

will find good pastures. 10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give 



 

P
ag

e2
 

them a rich and satisfying life. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the 

sheep. 12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they 

don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock.  
13 The hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the 

sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father 

knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, too, that are 

not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock 

with one shepherd.  

 

• When you think about shepherds in the Bible who do you think of…David? 

• Do you think that’s an accident or coincidence? 

• David the Shepherd King and Jesus, the I AM the Good Shepherd! 

• Do you know how the New Testament (New Covenant) Gospel of Matthew opens/begins? 

Matthew 1:1 (NLT)  
1 This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of David and of Abraham:  

 

• The I AM, the Good Shepherd that would lay down his life for us sheep was a descendent of a 

pretty good shepherd…David. 

• Matthew records the genealogy of Jesus from King David and Jesus himself refers to David in a 

remarkable encounter between the I AM and the religious Pharisee’s. 

Matthew 22:41-46 (NLT)  
41 Then, surrounded by the Pharisees, Jesus asked them a question: 42 “What do you think about the 

Messiah? Whose son is he?” They replied, “He is the son of David.” 43 Jesus responded, “Then why does 

David, speaking under the inspiration of the Spirit, call the Messiah ‘my Lord’? For David said, 44 ‘The 

LORD said to my Lord, Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your enemies beneath 

your feet.’ 45 Since David called the Messiah ‘my Lord,’ how can the Messiah be his son?” 46 No one 

could answer him. And after that, no one dared to ask him any more questions.  

 

• Do you see what Jesus is doing here…announcing that I AM before David. 

• How can the son of David be before David? 

• How can the son of Abraham be before Abraham? 

John 8:57-58 (NLT)  
57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!”  

 

• Only if He is the I AM. 

• Abraham knew God and God revealed himself to him. 

• David knew God and God revealed himself to him in the most quoted Psalm in the Bible. 

• What did David know that we need to know today about the I AM? 

• If you are having a hard time with the “follow me” part of Jesus…then you need to know what 

David knew when he wrote this… 

Psalm 23:1-6 (NLT)  

1 The LORD is my shepherd [RELATIONSHIP]; I have all that I need [ENOUGH].  



 

P
ag

e3
 

2 He lets me rest in green meadows [REST]; he leads me beside peaceful streams [REFRESHMENT].  
3 He renews my strength [HEALING]. He guides me along right paths [GPS-GUIDANCE], bringing 

honor to his name [PURPOSE]. 4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley 

[TESTING/STRENGTH], I will not be afraid [PROTECTION], for you are close beside me 

[FAITHFULNESS]. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me [DISCIPLINE]. 5 You prepare a 

feast for me in the presence of my enemies [HOPE]. You honor me by anointing my head with oil 

[CONSECRATION]. My cup overflows with blessings [ABUNDANCE]. 6 Surely your goodness and 

unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life [THE BLESSING], and I will live in the house of 

the LORD [SECURITY] forever [ETERNITY].  

 

• Relationship, Enough, Rest, Refreshment, Healing, GPS-Guidance, Purpose, Testing/Strength, 

Protection, Faithfulness, Discipline, Hope, Consecration, Abundance, Blessing, Security and 

Eternity. 

• Truth…it is in your best interest to make the I AM-Good Shepherd…MY SHEPHERD! 

 

John 17:3 (NLT)  
3  And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you [My Shepherd], the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, the one you sent to earth. 

 

• Who doesn’t want these 17 things in their lives? 

• The Good Shepherd, the I AM came to bring them to each of us. 

• Seventeen things announced by David about the I AM 28 generations before the I AM was born 

in Bethlehem…do you know how I know that. 

• This I AM told me…did I mention that the I AM is the Word? 

 

Matthew 1:17 (NLT)  
17 All those listed above include fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to 

the Babylonian exile, and fourteen from the Babylonian exile to the Messiah. 

 

• Do you see a plan here? 

• Abraham to David…14 generations. 

• David to the Babylon (height of Israel to the fall of Israel)…14 generations. 

• Babylon Exile to the birth of the I AM…14 generations. 

• Biblical genealogies show about 2000 years between Adam and Abraham. 

• Those same genealogies show about 2000 years between Abraham and Jesus. 

• About 2000 years between Jesus an now. 

• There is a plan and nothing or no one will stop this plan from coming to be, exactly on time. 

• The men and women of faith, who had encountered the I AM in the Old Testament all 

experienced a “revealing” of the I AM and the coming of the Good Shepherd. 

• God initiated the covenant with Abraham, the first Jew that would create a race of people called 

the Children of God. 

• Abraham had Isaac and Isaac had Jacob and God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. 

• When Israel found themselves in Egypt in the time of famine under the amazing reign of 

Joseph…Jacob/Israel places this blessing upon his son Joseph before he dies. 

Genesis 48:15-16 (NLT)  
15 Then he [Jacob] blessed Joseph and said, “May the God before whom my grandfather Abraham and 
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my father, Isaac, walked— the God who has been my shepherd all my life, to this very day,  
16 the Angel who has redeemed me from all harm— may he bless these boys. May they preserve my 

name and the names of Abraham and Isaac. And may their descendants multiply greatly throughout 

the earth.”  

 

• It’s all meaningless until you can say “my shepherd”…not He is a good shepherd, but He is “MY 

GOOD SHEPHERD”…TO KNOW HIM. 

• Back to Jacob and Joseph and the covenant promise of the I AM-Good shepherd. 

• Did they multiply…Oh, did they multiply! 

• Why did they multiply so…because the I AM is a Good Shepherd of His sheep. 

• The Book of Exodus opens with this detail of the I AM’s great plan to multiply his sheep/his 

children. 

 

Exodus 1:1-10 (NLT)  
1 These are the names of the sons of Israel (that is, Jacob) who moved to Egypt with their father, each 

with his family: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, 4 Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 

and Asher. 5 In all, Jacob had seventy descendants in Egypt, including Joseph, who was already 

there. 6 In time, Joseph and all of his brothers died, ending that entire generation. 7 But their 

descendants, the Israelites, had many children and grandchildren. In fact, they multiplied so greatly 

that they became extremely powerful and filled the land. 8 Eventually, a new king came to power in 

Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph or what he had done. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the people 

of Israel now outnumber us and are stronger than we are. 10 We must make a plan to keep them 

from growing even more. If we don’t, and if war breaks out, they will join our enemies and fight 

against us. Then they will escape from the country.”  

 

• Do you see a plan? 

• Do you see a promise? 

• Hold that thought and look back at the promise from the I AM to a man named Abram. 

 

Genesis 15:5-6 (NLT)  
5 Then the LORD took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you 

can. That’s how many descendants you will have!” 6 And Abram believed the LORD, and the 

LORD counted him as righteous because of his faith.  

 

• Confirmed through Isaac, the son of Abraham. 

 

Genesis 26:2-5 (NLT)  
2 The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt, but do as I tell you.  
3 Live here as a foreigner in this land, and I will be with you and bless you. I hereby confirm that I will 

give all these lands to you and your descendants, just as I solemnly promised Abraham, your father.  
4 I will cause your descendants to become as numerous as the stars of the sky, and I will give them 

all these lands. And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed.  
5 I will do this because Abraham listened to me and obeyed all my requirements, commands, decrees, 

and instructions.” 

 

• Now, one more time the statement of Jesus that we began with weeks ago. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
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57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 59  At that point they 

picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.  

 

• Why did they pickup stones? 

• Why would you stone the bread of life? 

• Why would you try to turn off the light of the world? 

• Why would you shut the gate that enters the kingdom of God. 

• Why would you reject the Good Shepherd that offers… Relationship, Enough, Rest, 

Refreshment, Healing, Guidance, Purpose, Testing, Protection, Faithfulness, Discipline, Hope, 

Consecration, Abundance, Blessing, Security and Eternity. 

• There is only one answer to this very large question! 

• They didn’t believe Him and most do not believe Him today. 

• Believe what…that Jesus is who He says He is…the I AM. 

• Before Abraham, before David…before creation itself. 

• I Am the Bread of Life. 

• I AM the Light of the World. 

• I AM the Gate to the Kingdom. 

• I AM the Good Shepherd. 

• That’s why followers of Christ are called believers…they believe Him. 

• I’m not going to pretend like it’s easy, because it’s not. 

• Was it easy for 100 year old Abraham to believe God’s promise of a son? 

• Was it easy for Joseph to hang on in an Egyptian prison while God prepared his place as prime 

minister? 

• Was it easy for David to hide from King Saul for all those years while God prepared his throne? 

• Was it easy for the Apostle Paul to sit in a Roman prison and write all those letters to the 

churches while he waited for the executioner’s sword? 

• Jesus’ disciples struggled with believing Him and they experienced Him face to face for some 3 

years. 

• He knew in advance what was going to happen and told them in advance so that they would 

believe it after it did happen. 

John 13:19 (NLT)  
19 I tell you this beforehand, so that when it happens you will believe that I AM the Messiah. 

• Does it really matter what you believe…come on really? 

• Can I believe part of it…some of it? 

John 8:23-24 (NLT)  

23 Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You belong to this world; I do not.  
24 That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, 

you will die in your sins.” 

• God’s justice requires you to know…so He tells you in advance. 

• Your freewill requires you to decide what you will believe….that’s your choice. 
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• I Believe that if you Believed that you were lost and Jesus had the power to save you, I Believe 

that you would Believe in Jesus! 

• They knew in advance…the purpose of the I AM…He told them, but they didn’t remember it. 

Luke 24:1-9 (NLT)  
1 But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared.  
2 They found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. 3 So they went in, but they didn’t 

find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared to them, 

clothed in dazzling robes. 5 The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then 

the men asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive? 6 He isn’t here! He is 

risen from the dead! Remember what he told you back in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be 

betrayed into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the third 

day.” 8 Then they remembered that he had said this. 9 So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his 

eleven disciples—and everyone else—what had happened.  

 

• He told you…Remember what He told you…I AM the Good Shepherd! 

• Don’t wait too long to remember what He said. 

• Did you notice what they did when they remembered what He said…the I AM? 

Luke 24:8-9 (NLT)  
8 Then they remembered that he had said this. 9 So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his eleven 

disciples—and everyone else—what had happened. 

• No excuses because you know…the Bible has revealed the identity of God in the person of 

Christ. 

• No excuses because you know the identity of Christ through the Word of Christ. 

• To know Him, not to know about Him as “MY SHEPHERD”. 

• I AM the Bread of Life. 

• I AM the Light of the World. 

• I AM the Gate to the Kingdom of God. 

• I Am the Good Shepherd. 

• The only question is whether or not you believe Him. 

Romans 4:1-3 (NLT)  
1  Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What did he discover about being 

made right with God? 2  If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had 

something to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3  For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham believed 

God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.”  

 

• Believed what…You will have a son with Sarah and I will make your children like the stars of 

the sky. 

• All the nations of the world have been blessed because Abraham’s life said the I AM is my 

Shepherd! 

• He believed it…all of it! 

• Do you believe? 

• Is Jesus who He says He is…the I AM? 

• He has told you, in advance what He was going to do…do you believe Him? 



 

P
ag

e7
 

• It’s a yes or no question that only you can answer. 

• Is Jesus who He says He is? If you’re having a hard time with the “follow Me” part of 

Christianity, it’s because you don’t know who the “ME” is…He is the I AM. 

Closing 

• The Good Shepherd wants to lead you into very green pasture…will you follow the I AM? 

• One last word from the I AM tonight...Jesus to Mary and Martha at Lazarus’ tomb. 

• This Lazarus chapter follows Jesus’ revelation of “I AM the Good Shepherd”. 

•  

 

John 11:40 (NLT)  
40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” 

• I Believe that if you Believed that you were lost and Jesus had the power to save you, I Believe 

that you would Believe in Jesus! 

John 10:11-16 (NLT)  
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 12 A hired hand will run 

when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t 

their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. 13 The hired hand runs away because 

he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I 

know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I 

sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them 

also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd.  

 

• Can you, do you or will you say today…THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD? 

• If so, you can conclude what David concluded...Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


