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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will--Session #11 Sardis, Philadelphia & Laodecia-

4/28/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Is Jesus who He says He is...this is the ultimate question for all mankind. 

• We’ve spent 8 weeks on the name and identity of Jesus...8 weeks to discuss 7 “I AM” statements 

of Jesus. 

• Now, we change our focus to “I Will”. If Jesus is who He says He is...then “HE WILL” do 

everything that He has declared. 

• Is it possible to believe the “I AM’ and not believe “I Will”? 

• We cannot deal with all the I Will statements of Jesus in these final four sessions, so we will deal 

with the ones found in the Revelation. 

• Tonight, we will focus on the final three churches of Jesus’ 7 letters in Revelation. 

The Church at Sardis 

• Many have referred to the Sardis church as the dead church. 

• And just like the others, The I AM says I Know. 

• Sardis will have 3 “I Will” moments with Jesus, but first let’s look what the “I Know”. 

Revelation 3:1 (NLT2)  
1  “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one who has the 

sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I know all the things you do, and that you have a 

reputation for being alive—but you are dead.  

• The problem in the Sardis church was not heresy or cultic Jezebel spirit, but spiritual death. 

• Despite its reputation for being active, Sardis was infested with sin.  

• The church's deeds were evil, and its clothes were soiled.  

• The I AM had no words of commendation for this church that looked so good on the outside 

but was so corrupt on the inside.  

• How is possible to look alive and yet be dead? 

• The church has always been designed by God to reveal Himself to the lost world through the 

working of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 

• The Spirit and the Word will reveal the Son of God and the Son of God will reveal the Father. 

• What would you call a church that had departed from the authority of Scripture and the Holy 

Spirit has departed...DEAD (the opposite of Abide/Remain)! 

• A church can have all kinds of social programs and be filled with activity, but without the Holy 

Spirit’s power and presence to proclaim the life-saving Gospel through the Word of God...there 

is no life. 

• God didn’t abandon Sardis to their dead practices, no, Jesus tells them how to turn the church 

around. 

 

Revelation 3:2-3 (NLT2)  
2  Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. I find that your actions 

do not meet the requirements of my God. 3  Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it 

firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as 

unexpected as a thief. 
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• Wake up...like Jesus calling Lazarus out of the tomb...wake up from your death. 

• There was a little light left in Sardis and Jesus tells them to wake up before it’s eternally too late. 

• Can you imagine hearing these words on the last day...I find that your actions do not meet the 

requirements of my God. 

• Mercy opens the door for repentance again...Go back to what you heard and believed at first; 

hold to it firmly. 

• This is a powerful message to the sleeping American church of today. 

• Go back to the Word of Truth and hold to it like your life depends on it, because it does. 

• Go back to where you started...find that ancient path of truth and start over. 

• This reveals the mercy of God...yes even toward a dead or dying church. 

 

Jeremiah 6:16-17 (NLT2)  
16  This is what the LORD says: “Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old, godly way, 

and walk in it. Travel its path, and you will find rest for your souls. But you reply, ‘No, that’s not the 

road we want!’ 17  I posted watchmen over you who said, ‘Listen for the sound of the alarm.’ But you 

replied, ‘No! We won’t pay attention!’  

 

• And what if we don’t go back and start again...awake from our sleep that leads to eternal death? 

• I AM says I Will...If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief. 

• Judgement can come suddenly and without warning...wake up. 

• As in most churches, there were some that had not gone along with apostasy. 

• There were some that had not fallen asleep...some who were still holding onto the Truth. 

Revelation 3:4 (NLT2)  
4  “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. They will walk 

with me in white, for they are worthy. 

• There were still a few living and awake people inside this dead church in Sardis. 

• Jesus promises them “white”...they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 

• They are the real church, the bride of Christ. 

Revelation 19:6-8 (NLT2)  
6  Then I heard again what sounded like the shout of a vast crowd or the roar of mighty ocean waves or 

the crash of loud thunder: “Praise the LORD! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  
7  Let us be glad and rejoice, and let us give honor to him. For the time has come for the wedding feast of 

the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself. 8  She has been given the finest of pure white linen to 

wear.” For the fine linen represents the good deeds of God’s holy people.  

• The I AM offers a reward for those in Sardis who will not go along with the apostasy of the 

church. 

Revelation 3:5 (NLT2)  
5  All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of 

Life, but I will announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine.  

• Forever recorded in the Book of Life along with those who have the Crown of Life and the Tree 

of Life. 

• Can you see the LIFE here...there is nothing without LIFE! 

• Use your imagination to visualize this final “I Will” to the faithful at Sardis. 
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• I will announce before my Father and his angels that they are mine. 

The Church at Philadelphia 

• The Church at Philadelphia will have 4 “I Will” moments from the “I AM”. 

• Philadelphia and Smyrna are the only 2 churches, out of the seven that do not receive a rebuke 

from the Lord. 

• And yes, it begins with “I Know”... 

Revelation 3:8 (NLT2)  
8  “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one can close. You have little 

strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me. 

• I have often considered this verse to be central to the church regarding obedience...two things 

that the church refused to surrender to the world. 

• The Word and the Name...You obeyed my word and did not deny me (my name). 

• The apostasy begins and ends with these two points, the Word and the Name. 

• Pagan practices and the spirit of Jezebel cannot exist alongside the Name and the Word. 

• Jesus will come in power to support and defend those who hold to the Name and the Word. 

Revelation 3:8-9 (NLT2)  
8  “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one can close. You have little 

strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny me. 9  Look, I will force those who belong to 

Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are Jews but are not—to come and bow down at 

your feet. They will acknowledge that you are the ones I love. 

• Justice will come from the I AM. This is the promise to those who refuse to surrender or 

negotiate the Word and the Name. 

• Yes, there is persecution and yes, this ancient path is hard, but this next promise is incredible and 

very relevant for us today. 

Revelation 3:10-11 (NLT2)  
10  “Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of 

testing that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this world.  
11  I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown. 

• Yes, I believe this is a direct reference to the rapture of the church that will happen before the 

Great Tribulation on the earth. 

• Jesus connects this protection to this statement...I am coming soon...Hold on/Abide/Remain. 

• The Sardis church was asleep and the warning was I will come suddenly, as unexpected as a 

thief. 

• The Philadelphia church was awake and holding to the Word and the Name and he promises...I 

WILL protect you from the great time of testing. 

• The Apostle Paul also gives a similar application and revelation of truth. 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 (NLT2)  
4  But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised 

when the day of the Lord comes like a thief. 5  For you are all children of the light and of the day; we 

don’t belong to darkness and night. 6  So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be 
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clearheaded. 7  Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8  But let us who live in the 

light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence 

of our salvation. 

• There is still two more “I Will” moments from the “I AM” to the church at Philadelphia. 

Revelation 3:12 (NLT2)  
12  All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to 

leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my 

God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will also write on them 

my new name.  

• The name of God upon us, forever citizens of the city of God...the name is the mark of eternal 

ownership...Belonging to the I AM...forever citizens of the New Jerusalem. 

Revelation 21:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared. And 

the sea was also gone. 2  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 

heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3  I heard a loud shout from the throne, 

saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his 

people. God himself will be with them. 4  He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no 

more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  

• And I will also write on them my new name...Jesus will write His new name on us and we will 

also be marked by the name of the Father.  

• The new name of the Son will be placed on those who belong to the Son and all who belong to 

the Son will also belong to the Father. 

• Compare to Jesus’ “I Will” statement to Pergamum. 

Revelation 2:17 (NLT2)  
17  “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. 

To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And 

I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one 

understands except the one who receives it. 

The Church at Laodicea 

• The Church at Laodicea will receive two “I Will” moments from the “I AM”. 

• And yes, it also begins with “I Know”. 

Revelation 3:15-16 (NLT2)  
15  “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other!  
16  But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! 

• I Know and I Will...is there a connection to the fruit and the reward/punishment? 

• Many people focus on the cold/hot and miss the fact that Jesus is focused on the deeds of the 

Laodicea church, the things you do, the fruit of  your life...remember this is a letter to a church, 

not pagans. 

• Do deeds/work matter to God...this is not an issue of salvation by works, but the truth that the 

abiding Spirit will always produce fruit for God. 
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John 5:16-18 (NLT2)  
16  So the Jewish leaders began harassing Jesus for breaking the Sabbath rules. 17  But Jesus replied, “My 

Father is always working, and so am I.” 18  So the Jewish leaders tried all the harder to find a way to 

kill him. For he not only broke the Sabbath, he called God his Father, thereby making himself equal with 

God.  

 

John 14:23-24 (NLT2)  
23  Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and 

make our home with each of them. 24  Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, 

my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. 

John 15:5-6 (NLT2)  
5  “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce 

much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6  Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown 

away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 

• Spit/vomited out or thrown out and burned in the fire...they did not abide/remain in the Vine. 

• Why...lukewarm people cannot bear fruit and thus, they never give glory to God...which is the 

very reason and purpose of our lives in this present world. 

• This next verse should convict all of us about our life’s purpose and meaning...to be the same as 

Jesus’ life purpose. 

John 17:4-5 (NLT2)  
4  I brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  
5  Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared before the world began. 

• The Spirit always bears fruit and without the Spirit there is no life...now or in eternity. 

• I AM and I Know and I Will...think about that for a moment...do you believe Him? 

• What would keep us from allowing the Spirit to bear fruit in our lives...thus bringing glory the 

Father? 

• Let me say that the deceitfulness of wealth plays heavy into this Laodicea scene. 

Matthew 13:22 (NLT2)  
22  The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 

message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 

• The reason I use Jesus’ parable and the seed that fell among the thorns is this next part of Jesus’ 

Word to the Church...remember this is a church...at Laodicea. 

Revelation 3:15-19 (NLT2)  
17  You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you 

are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  
18  So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also 

buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes 

so you will be able to see. 19  I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from 

your indifference. 

• Lukewarm people have no idea that they are wretched, miserable, poor blind and naked before 

God. 
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• Cold people still have a chance to get hot...their seed has not yet failed. 

• After reading about the vomit and the nakedness before God you might assume He is done with 

the lukewarm church, but you would be wrong. 

• God’s grace and mercy still stands at an open door. 

• The final “I Will” to the lukewarm church...the chance to turn from indifference to God. 

Revelation 3:20-21 (NLT2)  
20  “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we 

will share a meal together as friends. 21  Those who are victorious will sit with me on my throne, just 

as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne. 

• As of today this door is open...compare this open door to the 10 Bridesmaids story of Jesus. 

• Try to use your imagination to visualize this final “I WILL” scene from the “I AM”. 

• Compare that word to Laodicea to this final word from Jesus about being hot and ready (not 

pizza). 

Luke 12:35-38 (NLT2)  
35  “Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36  as though you were waiting for your master 

to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to open the door and let him in the moment he 

arrives and knocks. 37  The servants who are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you 

the truth, he himself will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! 38  He may come 

in the middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will reward the servants who 

are ready.  

• I AM and I Will! Can a person really believe in the “I AM” and not believe it when He says, “I 

Will”? 

Sardis...Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. 

If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief... All who are victorious will 

be clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce before my 

Father and his angels that they are mine.  

 

Philadelphia...Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are 

Jews but are not—to come and bow down at your feet... “Because you have obeyed my command to 

persevere, I will protect you from the great time of testing that will come upon the whole world to test 

those who belong to this world... All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, 

and they will never have to leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be 

citizens in the city of my God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And 

I will also write on them my new name.  

 

Laodecia... “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or 

the other! 16  But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 

mouth!... “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, 

and we will share a meal together as friends.  

 

• Next week we will jump from the church to THE END. 

Revelation 4:1 (NLT2) 1  Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice I 

had heard before spoke to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you 

what must happen after this.”  


