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NCC Roots 2021...I AM and I Will---Session #8-The Vine-4/7/21 
Led by Terry Cooper 

 

• Is Jesus who He says He is...this is the ultimate question for all mankind. 

• Week one was the foundation to other 7 when Jesus announces this. 

John 8:56-59 (NLT)  
56  Your father Abraham rejoiced as he looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad.”  
57  The people said, “You aren’t even fifty years old. How can you say you have seen Abraham?”  
58  Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 59  At that point they 

picked up stones to throw at him. But Jesus was hidden from them and left the Temple.  

 

• Is Jesus who He says he is…the I AM…the only Uncreated One? 

• In the Gospel of John Jesus then announces 7 I AM statements. 

• We’ve covered 6 of them: 

1. I AM the Bread of Life. 

2. I AM the Light of the World. 

3. I AM the Gate 

4. I AM the Good Shepherd 

5. I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

6. I AM the Way, Truth and Life 

7. Tonight…I AM the Vine 

John 15:1-8 (NLT)  
1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that 

doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more.  
3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4 Remain in me, and 

I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be 

fruitful unless you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 

me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does 

not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a 

pile to be burned. 7 But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you 

want, and it will be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great 

glory to my Father.  

 

• Perhaps it’s fitting that our final session in the I AM series before we change to the final 4 

sessions of  “I WILL” would be about remaining…remaining connected. 

• Last week Jesus revealed the Way to the Father’s House...I AM the Way, Truth and Life. 

• The Way to the Father’s House is Christ in us...The Spirit in us...The oil in our lamp. 

• We’ve established and celebrated the fact that Jesus is the I AM, now the final question is 

this…will you remain in the I AM? 

• Some translations us the word “remain” and others use the word “abide”…so I looked up the 

Greek word to get some more insight. 

• Abide…a primary verb; to stay (in a given place, state, relation or expectancy) :- abide, 

continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry. 

• This is an interesting doctrinal issue that some people respectfully disagree on. 
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• The issue is “Once saved, always saved”. There are 2 fundamental positions on this one that have 

to deal with this issue of abiding or remaining in connection to the Vine-Jesus. 

• Jesus in John chapter 15 describes the connection of life (abide) to the source of life…the I AM. 

• Jesus not only describes the connection of life (abiding), but the I AM also describes the 

consequences of becoming disconnected. 

• So tonight, we’re going to take a little different angle on this text than you might have expected. 

• We can talk about vines and branches, but what is Jesus really trying to tell us here? 

• Jesus (the Vine) is holy, perfectly holy...He is perfectly holy. 

• We (the branches) are not holy, not even close...we have no life without Him. 

• What happens when the unholy connects and abides in absolute holiness? 

• Do you think the holy will tend to become unholy with this connection (vine/branch) or the 

unholy will become holy? 

• The I AM Vine is absolute holiness...life flows from His holiness. 

• When holiness fills the followers of Jesus, there is no hindrance or limitation to hearing His will, 

obeying His will, or God’s accomplishing His will through His people, the church. 

John 15:5 (NLT)  
5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 

fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 

• Holiness in the lives of God’s people is a sign/evidence of the presence/power of the I AM. 

• The abiding presence of God (the oil in our lamps) instructs and corrects believers through His 

Holy Spirit, who daily seeks to transform us into the likeness of Jesus, the I AM. 

• Its logical that if you remain in the I AM you will increasingly become like Him. 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 (NLT)  
16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and 

wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can 

see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more 

like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 

• Our un-holiness doesn’t make the I AM less holy, this connection changes us, not Him. 

• In John 15, Jesus will soon depart and the church age will begin. 

• The church age will operate totally under this vine/branch principle. 

John 15:5 (NLT)  
5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 

fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. 

• Only by remaining, or abiding, in Jesus are we able to produce fruit…eternal results for the 

Kingdom of the I AM...this is how we bring glory to God. 

• In the Old Testament God’s people were often referred to as His vineyard. However they were 

not always referred to as a fruitful vineyard. 

Hosea 9:16-17 (NLT)  

16 The people of Israel are struck down. Their roots are dried up, and they will bear no more fruit. 

And if they give birth, I will slaughter their beloved children.” 17 My God will reject the people of Israel 

because they will not listen or obey. They will be wanderers, homeless among the nations.  
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• A branch without fruit is useless to the Gardener. 

• The prophet Isaiah refers to Israel as a disappointing investment by the Gardener. 

Isaiah 5:1-7 (NLT)  
1 Now I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a rich and 

fertile hill. 2 He plowed the land, cleared its stones, and planted it with the best vines. In the middle he 

built a watchtower and carved a winepress in the nearby rocks. Then he waited for a harvest of sweet 

grapes, but the grapes that grew were bitter. 3 Now, you people of Jerusalem and Judah, you judge 

between me and my vineyard. 4 What more could I have done for my vineyard that I have not already 

done? When I expected sweet grapes, why did my vineyard give me bitter grapes? 5 Now let me tell 

you what I will do to my vineyard: I will tear down its hedges and let it be destroyed. I will break down 

its walls and let the animals trample it. 6 I will make it a wild place where the vines are not pruned and 

the ground is not hoed, a place overgrown with briers and thorns. I will command the clouds to drop no 

rain on it. 7 The nation of Israel is the vineyard of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. The people of 

Judah are his pleasant garden. He expected a crop of justice, but instead he found oppression. He 

expected to find righteousness, but instead he heard cries of violence.  

 

• The Gardener expected justice, but He found oppression. 

• The Gardener expected righteousness and holiness and he found violence. 

• Did the church replace Israel…NO! 

• However, the church is repeating the calamity of Israel. 

• The Gardener (God the Father) planted a vineyard (the church) by placing the most costly vine 

on a wooden cross. 

• All who connect to this vine will bear sweet grapes of holiness and righteousness for the 

Gardener...not by the law, but by the abiding presence of Christ in us. 

• Listen to these words to Israel and to us tonight. 

Isaiah 5:4 (NLT)  
4 What more could I have done for my vineyard that I have not already done? When I expected sweet 

grapes, why did my vineyard give me bitter grapes?  

 

• God gave His very best…His Holy, righteous and perfect Son to come and start a vineyard. 

• What more could He have done for the vineyard than to die for them? 

• Jeremiah describes Israel’s departure from the life giving vine like this. 

Jeremiah 2:20-22 (NLT)  
20 “Long ago I broke the yoke that oppressed you and tore away the chains of your slavery, but still you 

said, ‘I will not serve you.’ On every hill and under every green tree, you have prostituted yourselves 

by bowing down to idols. 21 But I was the one who planted you, choosing a vine of the purest stock—

the very best. How did you grow into this corrupt wild vine? 22 No amount of soap or lye can make 

you clean. I still see the stain of your guilt. I, the Sovereign LORD, have spoken!  

 

• When God’s people (the church) depart from Him they do not bear the fruit they were set apart 

and cultivated to bear...This is the prophesied apostasy of the last days church. 

• That’s when the pruning comes...do you think the church is being pruned today? 

John 15:1-4 (NLT)  
1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that 

doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even 
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more. 3 You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.  
4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, 

and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.  

 

• The Word of God prunes us, offends us, cuts us deeply into our hearts. 

Hebrews 4:12-13 (NLT2)  
12  For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting 

between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.  
13  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he 

is the one to whom we are accountable. 

• God’s discipline/pruning isn’t to destroy you, but to save you and give you a life that produces 

sweet grapes for the Gardener. 

• Sin is the natural result of disconnection from the vine of the I AM. 

• Un-holiness is the natural result of the disconnection from the Vine of the I AM. 

• Sin prevents the growth of holiness and fruit in our lives. 

• The Gardener disciplines us by pruning, removing the sin that prevents believers from being 

fruitful. The light displaces our darkness. 

• The average Christian tonight doesn’t recognize the seriousness of sin, but know this from the 

Word of the I AM. 

• Sin prevents the growth of holiness...quenches the Spirit...destroys the fruit. 

• Don’t reject the discipline of the Gardener, or the painful conviction of His Word… but receive 

it so that your life may produce sweet grapes for the Gardener. 

Hebrews 12:10-13 (NLT)  
10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s 

discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable 

while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for 

those who are trained in this way. 12 So take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your 

weak knees. 13 Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who are weak and lame will not fall 

but become strong.  

 

• God’s call to the Church..Abide in the I AM…Remain in the I AM....no matter 

what...ABIDE/REMAIN. 

• Only there, connected in the I AM will you find any glory fruit that will last past the grave. 

• Notice in Jesus’ prayer how important this connection/abiding/remaining in holiness is. 

John 17:20-24 (NLT)  
20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their 

message [that’s us tonight]. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in 

me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 22 “I 

have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are 

in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that 

you love them as much as you love me. 24 Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with 

me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me because you loved me even before the 

world began!  

 

The Alternative 
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• You don’t want to connect to the Vine of the I AM…you don’t have to, but there will be 

consequences. The unfruitful/disconnected branches are going to be burned in the fire. 

• You want to ignore this message from the I AM tonight…you can, but there will be 

consequences. 

• Consequences in this life and the life to come. 

• This life…no glory fruit that will survive the grave…nothing that will outlive you. 

• The Gardener has planted a vine in Zion and that vine is the I AM. 

• Anyone connected to that vine will bear lasting and forever sweet fruit. 

John 15:16 (NLT)  
16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the 

Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 

• The I AM chose you…how awesome is that? 

• The I AM appointed you to bear fruit…how awesome is that? 

• Does fruit matter...can you judge a tree by its fruit...ask Jesus? 

Luke 6:43-45 (NLT2)  

43  “A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit.  
44  A tree is identified by its fruit. Figs never grow on thornbushes, nor grapes on bramble bushes.  
45  A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces 

evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart.  

• If you’re struggling with the whole “follow me” part of Christianity, you really don’t know who 

the “ME” is in the follow me part. 

• Is Jesus who He says He is…the I AM…the only Uncreated One? 

• What happens to those who refuse to believe and follow the I AM? 

John 15:1-3 (NLT)  
1 “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch of mine that 

doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3 

You have already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you.  
 

John 15:6 (NLT)  
6 Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such 

branches are gathered into a pile to be burned. 

Closing 

• When the world looks at God’s vineyard tonight what does it see (last days apostasy)? 

• The Bible says the holiness of God, the Gardener is so radiant that no one can look directly at 

Him and live. 

• We began our journey to study and to know the I AM (Name, Identity and Purpose) some 8 

weeks ago with Moses receiving the announcement of the eternal name of God…I AM. 

• We close tonight with another encounter between the I AM and Moses. 

• Moses is going to make an unthinkable request to the I AM that he met at the burning bush. 

Exodus 33:12-23 (NLT)  
12 One day Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to the Promised 
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Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. You have told me, ‘I know you by 

name, and I look favorably on you.’ 13 If it is true that you look favorably on me, let me know your 

ways so I may understand you more fully and continue to enjoy your favor. And remember that this 

nation is your very own people.” 14 The LORD replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will 

give you rest—everything will be fine for you.” 15 Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, 

don’t make us leave this place. 16 How will anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on 

your people—if you don’t go with us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from 

all other people on the earth.” 17 The LORD replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for 

I look favorably on you, and I know you by name.” 18 Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious 

presence.”  
19 The LORD replied, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name, 

Yahweh, before you. For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show compassion to anyone I 

choose. 20 But you may not look directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.” 21 The LORD 

continued, “Look, stand near me on this rock. 22 As my glorious presence passes by, I will hide you in 

the crevice of the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my 

hand and let you see me from behind. But my face will not be seen.”  

 

• The story of Moses and the I AM began when he removed his shoes on holy ground. 

• Now, He is in the midst of absolute holiness...the glory rests on Moses’ face. 

• Do you know how Moses got there, in the absolute presence of the holiness of the I AM? 

• Look at his heart and ask this question… 

• Did Moses abide in the life-giving vine of purpose and power of the I AM? 

 

Exodus 33:15-17 (NLT)  
15 Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place. 16 How will 

anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with us? 

For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the earth.”  
17 The LORD replied to Moses, “I will indeed do what you have asked, for I look favorably on you, and 

I know you by name.”  

 

• This is the description of the unstoppable movement of God called “The Church”. 

• I don’t want to go anywhere without him. 

• I don’t want anyone to meet me without encountering Him…the I AM. 

1. Jesus is who He says He is…Jesus is I AM. 

2. I AM the Bread of Life. 

3. I AM the Light of the World. 

4. I AM the Gate 

5. I AM the Good Shepherd 

6. I AM the Resurrection and the Life 

7. I AM the Way, Truth and Life 

8. I AM the Vine…Hang on you bunch of branches…Hang On 

9. I AM and I WILL-Ephesus, Smyrna and Pergamum 

10. I AM and I WILL-Thyatira 

11. I AM and I WILL-Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea 

12. I AM and I WILL-The End 


