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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #8…March 22, 2023  

(chapters 19-20) Led by Terry Cooper 

 

The Story-Week 19 – “The Return Home” 

• As much as we don’t like it, life with God has always contained periods of WAITING.   

• How long did the Israelites from Judah wait in captivity in Babylon? 

 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 (NIV) – “This is what the Lord says, ‘When seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.  For I 

know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to 

you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you,’ 

declares the Lord, ‘and will bring you back from captivity.  I will gather you from all the nations and 

places where I have banished you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will bring you back to the place from 

which I carried you into exile.’” 

 

Ezra 1:1-4 (NIV)  
1  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, 

the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to 

put it in writing: 2  "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: "'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given 

me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem 

in Judah. 3  Anyone of his people among you--may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem 

in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem.  
4  And the people of any place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver and 

gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.'"  

 

• God “moved in the heart of Cyrus king of Persia” to fulfill his plan to get his people back 

to their homeland.  Cyrus did not merely release them and send them on their way, but he 

made sure that they had whatever they needed for their journey. 

• Remember this verse from last week’s Chapter… 

 

Daniel 4:17 (NIV) – “The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so 

that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 

anyone he wishes and sets them over the lowliest of men.” 

 

• So God appointed a Persian (Gentile) king to see that his temple be rebuilt…is that crazy or 

what? 

• Did God need a house to dwell in? 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-2 (NIV)– “After the king [David] was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, ‘Here I am living in a place of 

cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 
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2 Samuel 7:5-7 (NIV) – “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are you the one to 

build me a house to dwell in?  I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of 

Egypt to this day.  I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling.  Wherever I have 

moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers who I commanded to shepherd my 

people Israel, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’” 

 

• Does God need a house to dwell in? To be protected?  To be confined to one area? To be able to 

commune with his people? 

• There is a bigger purpose of God in the desire for the temple to be rebuilt: 

• God’s Passion: Proximity…He wants us near Him 

• Our Problem: Iniquity…our sin has separated us from Him 

• God’s Solution: Access Through Shedding of Blood…the Temple would be the place/shadow 

 

Genesis 3:8 (NIV)– “Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

 

James 4:8 (NIV) – “Come near to God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 

 

• God has always desired unity and communion with his people, but our sin continuously keeps us 

from him.  That’s why it was necessary for the continual shedding of blood on behalf of his 

people, and that’s why the temple was created.  For his people, despite their great sin, to be able 

to have proximity and community with the One True God.   

• It’s easy to see Jesus as the Ultimate Solution to this problem… 

 

Hebrews 7:27 (NIV) – “Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, 

first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people.  He sacrificed for their sins once for all when 

he offered himself.” 

 

• But, as has always been the case, even when God went out of his way to bring the people back 

into their homeland so that he could once again have proximity to them, they eventually turned 

from the most important thing.  In this case, it came after opposition to the temple rebuilding 

project. 

 

Ezra 4:4-5 (NIV) – “Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make 

them afraid to go on building.  They hired counselors to work against them and frustrate their plans 

during the entire reign of Cyprus king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia.” 

 

Haggai 1:1-6 (NIV) – “In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word 

of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 

Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest: This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘These people say, ‘The 

time has not yet come for the Lord’s house to be built.’”  Then the word of the Lord came through the 

prophet Haggai: ‘Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in paneled houses, while this house remains 
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a ruin?’  Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Give careful thought to your ways.  You have 

planted much, but have harvested little.  You eat, but never have enough.  You drink, but you never have 

your fill.  You put on clothes, but are not warm.  You earn wages only to put them in a purse with holes 

in it.” 

 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) – “But seek first his kingdom and righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well.” 

 

• God’s very priority and reason behind his people returning to Jerusalem had become a non-issue 

on the priority list of the Israelites.  And isn’t this what had always happened with God’s people? 

• In the days of Moses, the Judges, when the people wanted an earthly King, the terrible Kings. 

• So, he sent Haggai and Zechariah to remind them. 

 

Haggai 1:7-15 (NIV) – “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Give careful thought to your ways.  Go 

up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and 

be honored,’ says the Lord.  ‘You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little.  What you brought 

home, I blew away.  Why?’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘Because of my house, which remains a ruin, 

while each of you is busy with his own house.  Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld 

their dew and the earth its crops.  I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the 

new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands.’  

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of 

the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the 

Lord their God had sent him.  And the people feared the Lord.  Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, 

gave this message of the Lord to the people: ‘I am with you,’ declares the Lord. So the Lord stirred up 

the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, 

the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people.  They came and began to work on the 

house of the Lord Almighty, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month in the second year 

of King Darius.” 

Zechariah 8:1-8 (NIV) - Again the word of the LORD Almighty came to me.  This is what 

the LORD Almighty says: “I am very jealous for Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her.”This is what 

the LORD says: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of 

Truth, and the mountain of the LORD Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain. ”This is what 

the LORD Almighty says: “Once again men and women of ripe old age will sit in the streets of 

Jerusalem, each with cane in hand because of his age.  The city streets will be filled with boys and girls 

playing there. ”This is what the LORD Almighty says: “It may seem marvelous to the remnant of this 

people at that time, but will it seem marvelous to me?” declares the LORD Almighty. This is what 

the LORD Almighty says: “I will save my people from the countries of the east and the west.  I will bring 

them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I will be faithful and righteous to them as 

their God. ” 

 

Ezra 6:13-15 (NIV) – “Then, because of the decree King Darius had sent, Tattenai, governor of Trans-

Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates carried it out with diligence.  So the elders of the 

Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, a 

descendant of Iddo.  They finished building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel 
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and the decrees of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia.  The temple was completed on the 

third day of the month Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius.” 

 

The Story…Chapter Twenty…The Queen of Beauty and Courage 

• As we enter chapter 20 of The Story… have you ever wondered why the Jews have always lived 

under such disdain…it’s called anti-Semitism. 

• You might wonder where that word “Semite” comes from, well it comes before the Jews were 

even Jews (the word “Jew” comes from the word “Judah”). 

• Before there was Abraham, the first Jew…there was Shem, the son of Noah. 

 

Genesis 9:24-26 (NIV)  When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had 

done to him, 25he said, “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." 26He also 

said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem.  

 

• Cursed be Canaan…Blessed be Shem. 

• Canaan was the son of Ham…What people came from Ham and Canaan??…Who lived in 

Canaan when Moses lead them out of Egyptian bondage (the ites and the Amalekites)? 

• Cursed and blessed…the battle in the heavenly realms continue (Pharaoh had already tried to kill 

the Hebrews/Jews boys to stop them from multiplying and becoming a great nation). 

• In Genesis chapter 11 you will find a complete chronology of the family tree from Shem to 

Abram (Abraham) as God selects Abram and enters into His eternal covenant to create a nation 

through which He will bless all the peoples of the earth…but there will be opposition to this plan 

of God. 

• The Amalekites lived in the land of Canaan when Moses led the people of Israel toward the 

Promised Land. The Amalekites attacked them and tried to stop the Upper Story plan of God 

from being realized. 

 

Exodus 17:8-9 (NIV)  The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9Moses said to 

Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of 

the hill with the staff of God in my hands."  

 

Exodus 17:14 (NIV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this on a scroll as something to be 

remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the memory of 

Amalek from under heaven."  

 

• In the time of King Saul God instructed Saul to completely destroy the Amalekites, but Saul kept 

the best animals and King Agag as the spoils of war. 

• Jewish tradition (not in the Bible) tells us that Haman was a direct descendent of King 

Agag…this would explain his hatred for the Jews (even though Agag preceded him by some 500 

years). 

• The Story (Chapter 20) begins tonight with the battle between God and the adversary, as Haman 

will try to do what Pharaoh failed to do…stop the Upper Story plan of God from being fulfilled. 

• It’s 500 BC and the scene is in Susa, the capital of Persia, modern day Iran. 

• Babylon has fallen and the Medo/Persian Empire is in full swing. 
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• 50,000 Jews had moved back to Judah, but many have stayed in their exiled lands (Iraq/Iran) 

and began families. 

• Mordecai and his niece Esther are one of those exiled families living in Susa during the reign of 

the Persian King Xerxes. 

• Two things happen, almost at the same time that will bring this battle between God and Satan 

onto the front lines of human history. 

• Haman becomes second in command to King Xerxes and Esther becomes Xerxes 

Queen…coincidence? 

• I think the New Testament may describe the reality of what’s going on here before we continue. 

 

Ephes. 6:12 (NIV)  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms.  

 

• Is there a power behind Haman that is attempting to thwart the Upper Story plan of God? 

• Is there a power behind Mordecai and Esther that is going to fulfill the Upper Story plan of God? 

 

Esther 2:5 (NIV)  Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai 

son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish,  

 

• There is anti-Semitism in the land at that time and Mordecai knows it. 

 

Esther 2:10 (NIV)  Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai 

had forbidden her to do so.  

 

Esther 2:19-20 (NIV)  When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the 

king's gate. 20But Esther had kept secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had told 

her to do, for she continued to follow Mordecai's instructions as she had done when he was bringing her 

up.  

 

• King Xerxes marries a Jewish girl; he and Haman have no idea that God has placed a Jew as 

Queen of Persia (its as crazy as Gentile King Cyrus of Persia wanting to rebuild the Jerusalem 

Temple.). 

• Had Haman known this I doubt if he would have crafted such a plot to kill the Jews. 

• At the same time, Haman came to despise Mordecai (he knows that he’s a Jew). 

 

Esther 3:1-6 (NIV)  After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, 

elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. 2All the royal 

officials at the king's gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this 

concerning him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor.  
3Then the royal officials at the king's gate asked Mordecai, "Why do you disobey the king's 

command?" 4Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman 

about it to see whether Mordecai's behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew.  
5When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 6Yet 

having learned who Mordecai's people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead 
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Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai's people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of 

Xerxes.  

 

• Killing Mordecai wouldn’t be enough to satisfy Haman…he wants to kill them all (there is a 

battle that rages in the heavenly realms). 

• Haman convinces the king to issue an edict that would create a “one day hunting season for 

Jews” in the entire empire and not only could you legally hunt them, but you could take their 

possessions as your own. 

• One day only and that one day was now 11 months away…everyone had time to plan for it. 

 

Esther 3:7-9 (NIV)  In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, they cast 

the pur (that is, the lot) in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the 

twelfth month, the month of Adar. 8Then Haman said to King Xerxes, "There is a certain people 

dispersed and scattered among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose customs are 

different from those of all other people and who do not obey the king's laws; it is not in the king's best 

interest to tolerate them. 9If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will put ten 

thousand talents of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this business."  

 

• The stage is set, the clock is ticking. 

• Haman is happy and content; Mordecai tears his clothes and mourns in sack cloth and ashes. 

• Esther will have to decide who she is and what she believes. 

• Will they take their place in the Upper Story plan of God…that’s the BIG QUESTION! 

 

Esther 4:12-16 (NIV)  When Esther's words were reported to Mordecai, 13he sent back this answer: "Do 

not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14For if you 

remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and 

your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a 

time as this?"  
15Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16"Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast 

for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is 

done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish."  

 

• God is going to fulfill His Upper Story Plan! 

• Mordecai and Esther have decided to join God in the fulfillment of His plan. 

• That very night as Haman plots the death of Mordecai… 

 

Esther 6:1-5 (NIV)  That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the 

record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2It was found recorded there that Mordecai had 

exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired 

to assassinate King Xerxes.  
3"What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?" the king asked. 

"Nothing has been done for him," his attendants answered.  
4The king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the palace to 

speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows he had erected for him.  
5His attendants answered, "Haman is standing in the court." 

"Bring him in," the king ordered.  
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• I love this part of the story…God must laugh at the plans of man to stop His Upper Story plans. 

 

Esther 6:10-13 (NIV)  "Go at once," the king commanded Haman. "Get the robe and the horse and do 

just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Do not neglect anything 

you have recommended."  
11So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city 

streets, proclaiming before him, "This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!"  
12Afterward Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head covered in 

grief, 13and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had happened to him. 

His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, "Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has 

started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him--you will surely come to ruin!"  

 

• Haman attends the banquet of Esther with no idea that it will be his ‘last supper”. 

• He ends up impaled upon the pole that he planned for Mordecai and the king gives all of 

Haman’s property to the Jew Mordecai…and by the way he was very rich. 

• That stopped Haman, but what about the irrevocable edict of the king to kill all the Jews? 

 

Esther 8:9-17 (NIV)  At once the royal secretaries were summoned--on the twenty-third day of the third 

month, the month of Sivan. They wrote out all Mordecai's orders to the Jews, and to the satraps, 

governors and nobles of the 127 provinces stretching from India to Cush. These orders were written in 

the script of each province and the language of each people and also to the Jews in their own script and 

language. 10Mordecai wrote in the name of King Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with the king's signet 

ring, and sent them by mounted couriers, who rode fast horses especially bred for the king.  
11The king's edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect themselves; to 

destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any nationality or province that might attack them and 

their women and children; and to plunder the property of their enemies. 12The day appointed for the 

Jews to do this in all the provinces of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the 

month of Adar. 13A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made 

known to the people of every nationality so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge 

themselves on their enemies.  
14The couriers, riding the royal horses, raced out, spurred on by the king's command. And the edict 

was also issued in the citadel of Susa. 15Mordecai left the king's presence wearing royal garments of blue 

and white, a large crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city of Susa held a joyous 

celebration. 16For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. 17In every province 

and in every city, wherever the edict of the king went, there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with 

feasting and celebrating. And many people of other nationalities became Jews because fear of the Jews 

had seized them.  

 

• There are a people that still live on the earth that celebrated the festival of Purim on March 7th & 

8th. 

• They are a people from a family that God made a promise to…many years ago. 

• Paul gives us a glimpse of this Upper Story plan of God as he writes the Gentile church at Rome. 

 

Romans 11:25-27 (NIV)  I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not 

be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come 

in. 26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn 

godlessness away from Jacob. 27And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins." 
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• Pharaoh, Balak (king of Moab), Haman, Herod, Hitler, Ahmadinejad  and the current 

Iranian/Persian Aatola…all have something in common…they hate the Jews and made plans to 

eliminate them (wipe them off the map). I close with a quote from the current re-elected Israel 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu while in Los Angeles in November 2006. “It’s 1938 and 

Iran is Germany. And Iran is racing to arm itself with atomic bombs,”  

• Can you see the Irony…Susa was in Iran. There is a new Haman there today. Will he succeed? 

Jeremiah 32:42-44 (NLT)  
42  “This is what the LORD says: Just as I have brought all these calamities on them, so I will do all the 

good I have promised them.  
43  Fields will again be bought and sold in this land about which you now say, ‘It has been ravaged by 

the Babylonians, a desolate land where people and animals have all disappeared.’  
44  Yes, fields will once again be bought and sold—deeds signed and sealed and witnessed—in the land 

of Benjamin and here in Jerusalem, in the towns of Judah and in the hill country, in the foothills of 

Judah and in the Negev, too. For someday I will restore prosperity to them. I, the LORD, have 

spoken!” 

Zechariah 8:20-23 (NLT2)  
20  “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: People from nations and cities around the world 

will travel to Jerusalem.  
21  The people of one city will say to the people of another, ‘Come with us to Jerusalem to ask the LORD 

to bless us. Let’s worship the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. I’m determined to go.’  
22  Many peoples and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD of Heaven’s Armies 

and to ask for his blessing.  
23  “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: In those days ten men from different nations and 

languages of the world will clutch at the sleeve of one Jew. And they will say, ‘Please let us walk with 

you, for we have heard that God is with you.’”  

 

 


