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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #7…March 15, 2023  

(chapters 17 & 18) Led by Terry Cooper 

The Story…Chapter Seventeen…The Kingdoms’ Fall 

• Have you ever watched a movie and gotten near the end and say to yourself…this can’t be how it 

ends? 

• This is where we find ourselves as we open chapter Seventeen of The Story…The Northern 

Kingdom of Israel has fallen and now the Southern Kingdom of Judah and Jerusalem have been 

invaded and Solomon’s Temple is burned to the ground…this can’t be how God’s Story ends! 

• Last week we finished out with the great King Hezekiah…who followed God with all his heart. 

• King Hezekiah had a son and this son would NOT follow in his father’s footsteps. 

 

2 Kings 21:1-6 (NIV)  Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in 

Jerusalem fifty-five years. His mother's name was Hephzibah. 2He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, 

following the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. 3He 

rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected altars to Baal and made an 

Asherah pole, as Ahab king of Israel had done. He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped 

them. 4He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, "In Jerusalem I will 

put my Name." 5In both courts of the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the starry hosts. 6He 

sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums and spiritists. 

He did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger.  

 

• Will God remain silent or give Manasseh a break on behalf of his godly father Hezekiah? 

• From God’s perspective…There is no remedy…My holiness requires justice! 

 

2 Kings 21:9-15 (NIV)  But the people did not listen. Manasseh led them astray, so that they did more 

evil than the nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites.  
10The LORD said through his servants the prophets: 11"Manasseh king of Judah has committed these 

detestable sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who preceded him and has led Judah into sin 

with his idols. 12Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such 

disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. 13I will stretch out 

over Jerusalem the measuring line used against Samaria and the plumb line used against the house of 

Ahab. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. 14I will 

forsake the remnant of my inheritance and hand them over to their enemies. They will be looted and 

plundered by all their foes, 15because they have done evil in my eyes and have provoked me to anger 

from the day their forefathers came out of Egypt until this day."  

 

• God sent prophets with warning after warning, but they would not listen and turn around. 

 

2 Chron. 36:16 (NIV)  But they mocked God's messengers, despised his words and scoffed at his 

prophets until the wrath of the LORD was aroused against his people and there was no remedy.  

 

• His judgment begins with the evil King Manasseh and yes an amazing thing happens in 

Manasseh’s life (O the mercy of God). 

 

2 Chron. 33:10-13 (NIV)  The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. 11So 

the LORD brought against them the army commanders of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh 
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prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with bronze shackles and took him to Babylon. 12In his 

distress he sought the favor of the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 

fathers. 13And when he prayed to him, the LORD was moved by his entreaty and listened to his plea; so 

he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.  

 

• Would Manasseh’s spiritual awakening change the direction of rebellious Judah and his own son 

Amon? 

 

2 Kings 21:19-24 (NIV)  Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in 

Jerusalem two years. His mother's name was Meshullemeth daughter of Haruz; she was from Jotbah. 
20He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, as his father Manasseh had done. 21He walked in all the ways of 

his father; he worshiped the idols his father had worshiped, and bowed down to them. 22He forsook the 

LORD, the God of his fathers, and did not walk in the way of the LORD.  
23Amon's officials conspired against him and assassinated the king in his palace. 24Then the people of 

the land killed all who had plotted against King Amon, and they made Josiah his son king in his place.  

 

• Josiah would be the one bright spot remaining in this Kingdom of Judah that is destined for 

destruction. 

• Josiah turns to God and as he re-establishes the temple worship they find the Book of the 

Law…as he reads the Book of the Law he weeps and tears his clothing in repentance. 

• God is so moved by the repentance and obedience of Josiah that he postpones the destruction of 

Judah until after Josiah dies. 

 

2 Kings 22:15-20 (NIV)  She said to them, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man 

[Josiah] who sent you to me, 16'This is what the LORD says: I am going to bring disaster on this place 

and its people, according to everything written in the book the king of Judah has read. 17Because they 

have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all the idols their 

hands have made, my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.' 18Tell the king of 

Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, 'This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning 

the words you heard: 19Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the LORD 

when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed 

and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the 

LORD. 20Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not 

see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place.' " 

 

• Finally it comes…God didn’t send the Babylonians all at once, but over a period of 20 years 

(605BC-586BC).  

• It’s now too late…there is no remedy, only judgment! 

 

Ezekiel 14:12-14 (NIV)  The word of the LORD came to me: 13"Son of man, if a country sins against me 

by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off its food supply and send famine upon it 

and kill its men and their animals, 14even if these three men--Noah, Daniel and Job--were in it, they 

could save only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD.  

 

2 Kings 24:1-4 (NIV)  During Jehoiakim's reign, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the land, 

and Jehoiakim became his vassal for three years. But then he changed his mind and rebelled against 

Nebuchadnezzar. 2The LORD sent Babylonian, Aramean, Moabite and Ammonite raiders against him. 
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He sent them to destroy Judah, in accordance with the word of the LORD proclaimed by his servants the 

prophets. 3Surely these things happened to Judah according to the LORD'S command, in order to remove 

them from his presence because of the sins of Manasseh and all he had done, 4including the shedding of 

innocent blood. For he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the LORD was not willing to 

forgive.  

 

• Idolatry and the shedding of innocent blood…God was not willing to forgive this! 

• Compare to our nation today…Idolatry and the shedding of innocent blood…abortion! 

• Destruction of the nation is unstoppable, but 20 years of time allows for many to repent and turn 

to God, but will they? 

• Ezekiel and Jeremiah are both appointed by God to warn the people and turn their hearts to 

repentance. 

 

Ezekiel 2:1-5 (NIV)  He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you." 2As he 

spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me.  
3He said: "Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled 

against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very day. 4The people to whom I 

am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says.' 5And 

whether they listen or fail to listen--for they are a rebellious house--they will know that a prophet has 

been among them.  

 

Ezekiel 7:1-10 (NIV)  The word of the LORD came to me: 2"Son of man, this is what the Sovereign 

LORD says to the land of Israel: The end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land. 3The end 

is now upon you and I will unleash my anger against you. I will judge you according to your conduct 

and repay you for all your detestable practices. 4I will not look on you with pity or spare you; I will 

surely repay you for your conduct and the detestable practices among you. Then you will know that I am 

the LORD. 5"This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Disaster! An unheard-of disaster is coming. 6The end 

has come! The end has come! It has roused itself against you. It has come! 7Doom has come upon you--

you who dwell in the land. The time has come, the day is near; there is panic, not joy, upon the 

mountains. 8I am about to pour out my wrath on you and spend my anger against you; I will judge you 

according to your conduct and repay you for all your detestable practices. 9I will not look on you with 

pity or spare you; I will repay you in accordance with your conduct and the detestable practices among 

you. Then you will know that it is I the LORD who strikes the blow. 10"The day is here! It has come! 

Doom has burst forth, the rod has budded, arrogance has blossomed!  

 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (NIV)  The word of the LORD came to me, saying,  5"Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 

 6"Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child."  7But the LORD said to 

me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 

command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. 
9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words 

in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy 

and overthrow, to build and to plant."  

 

Jeremiah 2:13 (NIV)  "My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of 

living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.  

 

Jeremiah 2:27-28 (NIV)  They say to wood, 'You are my father,' and to stone, 'You gave me birth.' 
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They have turned their backs to me and not their faces; yet when they are in trouble, they say, 

'Come and save us!'  28Where then are the gods you made for yourselves? Let them come if they can 

save you when you are in trouble! For you have as many gods as you have towns, O Judah. 

 

• Did God abandon His people and the covenant He made to Abraham and David? 

• Even when judgment was coming to Jerusalem He told them they could surrender to Babylon 

and live. 

• Conclusion…God would re-gather the people He scattered and keep His promise to Abraham 

and David. 

• This is the letter to the captives living in Babylon (O the mercy of God). 

 

Jeremiah 29:5-14 (NIV)  "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
6Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so 

that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7Also, seek the 

peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if 

it prospers, you too will prosper." 8Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "Do not 

let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to 

have. 9They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them," declares the LORD.  
10  This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you 

and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for 

you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. 12Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13You will 

seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14I will be found by you," declares the 

LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places 

where I have banished you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back to the place from which 

I carried you into exile."  

 

• Surrender and Live…Why…Cause them bones gonna rise again! 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NIV)  The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back and forth among them, 

and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3He asked me, "Son of 

man, can these bones live?" I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."  
4Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the word of the 

LORD! 5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will 

come to life. 6I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will 

put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.' "  
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, 

and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin 

covered them, but there was no breath in them.  9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 

son of man, and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, 

and breathe into these slain, that they may live.' " 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath 

entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army.  11Then he said to me: "Son of 

man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is 

gone; we are cut off.' 12Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD 

says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves and bring you up from them. 14I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle 
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you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, 

declares the LORD.' "  

 

The Story…Chapter Eighteen…Daniel in Exile 

• What a contrast…some people in The Story have amazing integrity, and others seem to have 

none at all. Remember the young man Joseph (chapter 3) who was sold as a slave by his own 

brothers and became a prisoner in a foreign land. Far from home, with no family members or 

friends around to encourage or critique him, Joseph led a life of staggering integrity. He resisted 

temptation even though no one would have known…except God. 

• Here in chapter 18, we encounter four young men from Judah who have been exiled in the 

capital city of their sworn enemies. They were in a place where “no one was looking.” They 

could compromise and cut corners. No one would ever know…except God. 

• Integrity can seem like an antiquated value in our modern world. Every day we have 

opportunities to make little concessions. Indeed, our culture invites and encourages compromise: 

• You won’t get caught…It’s no big deal…everyone is doing it. 

• It’s the price of doing business…Lighten up; no one else cares about that, why should you. 

• No one will ever know. 

• Then we hear that still small voice that spoke to Joseph in prison and Daniel and his three friends 

in captivity. “I see. I care. I love you. Stand strong.” 

• The Story tonight begins around 605 BC…around 19 years before the final destruction of 

Jerusalem and the fall of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

 

Daniel 1:1-7 (NIV)  In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 

hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his 

god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his 

court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility-- 4young men 

without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, 

quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and 

literature of the Babylonians. 5The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's 

table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service. 
6Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7The chief official gave 

them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 

Azariah, Abednego.  

 

• Four young men, probably teenagers carried off to a foreign land…what will they do and how 

will they live? 

 

Daniel 1:8-10 (NIV)  But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 

asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had caused the official 

to show favor and sympathy to Daniel, 10but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, 

who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men 

your age? The king would then have my head because of you."  

• The first thing I want you to notice here is not the issue of food, but the issue of God’s presence 

(vs.9). 
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• God has not abandoned his people…He is about to reveal Himself to the nation of Babylon. 

• Daniel’s integrity is the vehicle through which God will reveal his holiness, sovereignty and the 

future of all mankind…THE UPPER STORY PLAN OF GOD. 

• The 10 day test of diet proves that Daniel and his companions were healthier that the others who 

ate the king’s food…this single act began to separate Daniel from the pagans in the land. 

• God blessed Daniel and his 3 friends with special gifts. 

 

Daniel 1:17-20 (NIV)  To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 18At the end of the 

time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king 

talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered 

the king's service. 20In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned 

them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.  

 

• All of this was to prepare for the revelation that God was going to give to King Nebuchadnezzar 

in the form of a dream. 

 

Daniel 2:1-6 (NIV)  In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled 

and he could not sleep. 2So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to 

tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 3he said to them, "I have 

had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means." 4Then the astrologers answered the 

king in Aramaic, "O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it." 5The king 

replied to the astrologers, "This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was 

and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 6But if you 

tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me 

the dream and interpret it for me."  

• No one could do what the king asked…no one could know a man’s dreams and interpret 

them…only God! 

 

Daniel 2:10-11 (NIV)  The astrologers answered the king, "There is not a man on earth who can do 

what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or 

enchanter or astrologer. 11What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the 

gods, and they do not live among men."  

• Nebuchadnezzar is so troubled by the dream and frustrated by his useless religious counselors 

that he orders them all executed for their inability to comply with his orders. 

• This forces Daniel to call upon God for something only God could deliver…the reveling of this 

mystery. 

 

Daniel 2:16-23 (NIV)  At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret 

the dream for him. 17Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, 

Mishael and Azariah. 18He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this 

mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 
19During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of 

heaven 20and said: 

"Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; 

wisdom and power are his.  
21He changes times and seasons; 
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he sets up kings and deposes them. 

He gives wisdom to the wise 

and knowledge to the discerning.  
22He reveals deep and hidden things; 

he knows what lies in darkness, 

and light dwells with him.  
23I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers: 

You have given me wisdom and power, 

you have made known to me what we asked of you, 

you have made known to us the dream of the king." 

• Now, don’t miss the context of this dream/revelation of God. 

• The nations of Israel and Judah have collapsed and now the kingdoms of the Gentiles will have 

their season…God has determined their time. 

• Can you imagine the expectation of Nebuchadnezzar as he asks the following question to 

Daniel? 

 

Daniel 2:26-35 (NIV)  The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), "Are you able to tell me what I 

saw in my dream and interpret it?" 27Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can 

explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, 28but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. 

He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that 

passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are these: 29"As you were lying there, O king, your 

mind turned to things to come, and the revealer of mysteries showed you what is going to happen. 30As 

for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom than other living men, 

but so that you, O king, may know the interpretation and that you may understand what went through 

your mind. 31"You looked, O king, and there before you stood a large statue--an enormous, dazzling 

statue, awesome in appearance. 32The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms 

of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked 

clay. 34While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue 

on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and 

the gold were broken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the 

summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue 

became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.  

• Daniel is not just revealing the dream…Daniel is not just revealing the meaning of the dream. 

• Most importantly, Daniel is revealing the God in heaven that has an UPPER STORY plan for all 

the kingdoms of man. 

• Nebuchadnezzar at this point (Daniel told him his dream) must wonder…what does it mean? 

 

Daniel 2:36-45 (NIV)  "This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 37You, O king, are 

the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; 38in your 

hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live, he 

has made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold. 39"After you, another kingdom will rise, 

inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. 40Finally, there 

will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron--for iron breaks and smashes everything--and as iron breaks 

things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 41Just as you saw that the feet and toes were 

partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the 

strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. 42As the toes were partly iron and partly 

clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43And just as you saw the iron mixed with 

baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with 
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clay. 44"In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, 

nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will 

itself endure forever. 45This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by 

human hands--a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. "The 

great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and the interpretation 

is trustworthy."  

• The time of the Gentiles has come…Babylonian Empire, Medo-Persian Empire, Greek Empire, 

Roman Empire and a mysterious Revived Roman Empire. 

• Compare this dream to the Apostle Paul’s sermon in Athens Greece some 600 plus years later. 

 

Acts 17:24-28 (NIV)  "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 

earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 25And he is not served by human hands, as if he 

needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26From one man 

he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set 

for them and the exact places where they should live. 27God did this so that men would seek him and 

perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28'For in him we live 

and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'  

• Is the Book of Daniel about the integrity and commitment of Daniel and his three Hebrew 

friends…yes? 

• However…most people never teach the most important revelation of God from the Book of 

Daniel…they just want to tell Bible stories about the lion’s den and the fiery furnace. 

 

Daniel 2:44-45 (NIV)  "In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will 

never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring 

them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. 45This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out 

of a mountain, but not by human hands--a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and 

the gold to pieces."The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is 

true and the interpretation is trustworthy."  

• Later Nebuchadnezzar has another dream…this one about an enormous tree. Daniel is again 

called to interpret the dream of the king. 

• Notice this proclamation from God…it is mentioned 4 different times in the Book of Daniel. 

 

Daniel 4:17 (NIV)    " 'The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so 

that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 

anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.'  

 

Zech. 14:4 (NIV)  On that day his [Jesus] feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and 

the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the 

mountain moving north and half moving south.  

 

Acts 1:11 (NIV)  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 

Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go 

into heaven."  
 


