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NCC Roots Class…From the Beginning to the End Session #6…March 8, 2023  

(chapters 15, 16) Led by Terry Cooper 

 

The Story…Chapter Fifteen…God’s Messenger  

• A well placed, clearly written sign can keep you safe and even save your life. Just think about it; 

we all appreciate signs that are intended to protect us when danger is near. Here are some 

examples: 

• Beware of Dog, Slippery When Wet, Thin Ice, This Product May Cause Cancer, Bridge Out 

• In chapter 15 of The Story we meet God’s signposts—the prophets. God lovingly placed them 

right in the middle of the roads where his people walked so their voices could give clear 

warnings. These men were faithful, passionate, and relentless. Sometimes the people listened. 

Often they went right past the signpost, ignored the prophets, and drove off a cliff. 

• Over and over God would send his messengers, the prophets. God’s plan never changed. The 

promise/covenant that He had made with Abraham and David would be accomplished, with or 

without Israel/Judah compliance. God wanted to bring the people back into a loving relationship 

with Him. As the prophets spoke, the cry of God’s heart could be heard: 

 

Isaiah 44:21-22 (NIV)  "Remember these things, O Jacob, for you are my servant, O Israel. 

I have made you, you are my servant; O Israel, I will not forget you.  
22I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. 

Return to me, for I have redeemed you." 

  

• Would Israel listen? 

 

Hosea 4:1-3 (NIV)  Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring 

against you who live in the land: "There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the 

land.  2There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and 

bloodshed follows bloodshed. 3Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the 

beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying. 

  

• What has happened to this family of God?  

• Were there not any Abrahams and David’s left? 

• There were 38 kings in all (northern and southern kingdoms), but only 5 of them did right in the 

eyes of God and all of them were from the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

• The Northern Kingdom (Judah) had 19 kings in their 208 year history and ALL of them did evil 

in the eyes of the Lord…Jeroboam and Ahab were some of the most notable. 

• God didn’t just abandon His people, but raised up prophets, messengers to deliver His message 

and His warnings to the people. 

• One of those men of God was Elijah…he was a prophet in the days of evil King Ahab and his 

evil wife Jezebel 

• God plans a contest, a showdown of sorts to draw Israel back to the One True God. 

 

1 Kings 17:1-6 (NIV)  Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the 

God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my 
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word." 2Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah: 3"Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith 

Ravine, east of the Jordan. 4You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you 

there." 5So he did what the LORD had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and 

stayed there. 6The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, 

and he drank from the brook.  

 

• Years go by and the drought brings trouble and death to the land of Israel. 

• Ahab has been searching for Elijah to put him to death, but God has provided and protected him. 

 

1 Kings 18:15-19 (NIV)  Elijah said, "As the LORD Almighty lives, whom I serve, I will surely present 

myself to Ahab today." 16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 
17When he saw Elijah, he said to him, "Is that you, you troubler of Israel?"  

18"I have not made trouble for Israel," Elijah replied. "But you and your father's family have. You 

have abandoned the LORD'S commands and have followed the Baals. 19Now summon the people from all 

over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the 

four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table."  

 

• Why doesn’t Ahab kill him (Why didn’t Pharaoh kill Moses)? 

• Ahab not only allows Elijah to live, but he complies with Elijah’s instructions to assemble the 

false prophets at Mount Carmel. 

 

1 Kings 18:20-21 (NIV)  So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount 

Carmel. 21Elijah went before the people and said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If 

the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." 

But the people said nothing.  

 

• Sometimes saying “nothing” says more than saying “something”…there is no neutral in God’s 

family. 

• God or Baal…God or nothing! 

• All of Israel is now assembled on Mt. Carmel to watch the showdown between Elijah and the 

450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah. 

 

1 Kings 18:22-29 (NIV)  Then Elijah said to them, "I am the only one of the LORD'S prophets left, but 

Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, 

and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull 

and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on 

the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire--he is God."Then all the people said, "What you say 

is good." 25Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there 

are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire." 26So they took the bull 

given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. "O Baal, 

answer us!" they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the 

altar they had made. 27At noon Elijah began to taunt them. "Shout louder!" he said. "Surely he is a god! 

Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28So 

they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their 

blood flowed. 29Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the 

evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.  

• Who is directing this contest and why (God or Elijah)? 
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1 Kings 18:30-39 (NIV)  Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come here to me." They came to him, and 

he repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins. 31Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the 

tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, "Your name shall be 

Israel." 32With the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large 

enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the 

wood. Then he said to them, "Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the 

wood." 34"Do it again," he said, and they did it again."Do it a third time," he ordered, and they did it the 

third time. 35The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 36At the time of sacrifice, 

the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be 

known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your 

command. 37Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, 

and that you are turning their hearts back again." 38Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the 

sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39When all the 

people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The LORD--he is God! The LORD--he is God!"  

 

• The people cry out what God had desired from their hearts from the beginning…The Lord….He 

is God! 

• What will God do now…what about Ahab? 

 

1 Kings 18:40 (NIV)  Then Elijah commanded them, "Seize the prophets of Baal. Don't let anyone get 

away!" They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered 

there.  

 

• Do you still think you can be neutral? 

• Elijah prays and rain comes to Israel. 

• Ahab rushes home to tell his wife Jezebel about the death of the false prophets. 

• How will Jezebel respond…repentance and turn to God? 

 

1 Kings 19:1-2 (NIV)  Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the 

prophets with the sword. 2So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, "May the gods deal with me, be 

it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them."  

 

• Elijah must be on a spiritual high right now, right? 

• He has just called down fire from heaven, killed 850 false prophets, called down rain after years 

of drought and then outran Ahab’s chariot…what could he be afraid of? 

 

1 Kings 19:3-4 (NIV)  Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he 

left his servant there, 4while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat 

down under it and prayed that he might die. "I have had enough, LORD," he said. "Take my life; I am no 

better than my ancestors."  

 

• Ever been there…when your mountaintop experience drops you into death’s valley? 

• How will God respond to Elijah’s pity party? 

 

1 Kings 19:5-8 (NIV)  Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. All at once an angel touched 

him and said, "Get up and eat." 6He looked around, and there by his head was a cake of bread baked 

over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 7The angel of the LORD 
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came back a second time and touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for 

you." 8So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights 

until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.  

 

• 40 days and nights of travel…for what? 

• How will God display himself to Elijah, in what way? 

 

1 Kings 19:9-12 (NIV)  There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the LORD came 

to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 10He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God 

Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to 

death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too." 11The LORD said, 

"Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by."Then 

a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the 

LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake. 12After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came 

a gentle whisper.  

 

The Story…Chapter Sixteen-The Beginning of the End (of the Kingdom of Israel) 

 

• With five minutes left to play in a basketball game and 30 points down the fans begin to head for 

the parking lot. Why…because it’s over! The outcome looks unchangeable! This is today’s scene 

as we watch the collapse of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the seemingly inevitable demise 

of their little brother, Judah. There’s one difference here…to God this isn’t a game. 

 

2 Kings 17:1-6 (NIV)  In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea son of Elah became king of 

Israel in Samaria [the final king of the Northern Tribes of Israel], and he reigned nine years. 2He did evil 

in the eyes of the LORD, but not like the kings of Israel who preceded him. 3Shalmaneser king of Assyria 

came up to attack Hoshea, who had been Shalmaneser's vassal and had paid him tribute. 4But the king of 

Assyria discovered that Hoshea was a traitor, for he had sent envoys to So king of Egypt, and he no 

longer paid tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year. Therefore Shalmaneser seized 

him and put him in prison. 5The king of Assyria invaded the entire land, marched against Samaria and 

laid siege to it for three years. 6In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and 

deported the Israelites [more than 27,000] to Assyria. He settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the Habor 

River and in the towns of the Medes.  

 

• Why…Why would God allow the pagan nation of Assyria to conquer Israel? 

• Idolatry and Apostasy…even after God sent prophets with warning after warning they would not 

turn around. 

 

2 Kings 17:7-15 (NIV)  All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, 

who had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped 

other gods 8and followed the practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before them, as well as the 

practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. 9The Israelites secretly did things against the LORD their 

God that were not right. From watchtower to fortified city they built themselves high places in all their 

towns. 10They set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading tree. 
11At every high place they burned incense, as the nations whom the LORD had driven out before them 

had done. They did wicked things that provoked the LORD to anger. 12They worshiped idols, though the 
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LORD had said, "You shall not do this." 13The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets 

and seers: "Turn from your evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire 

Law that I commanded your fathers to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the 

prophets." 14But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers, who did not trust in the 

LORD their God. 15They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their fathers and the 

warnings he had given them. They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They 

imitated the nations around them although the LORD had ordered them, "Do not do as they do," and they 

did the things the LORD had forbidden them to do.  

 

• Would they (the northern kingdom) eventually find freedom and a return to their land? 

 

2 Kings 17:22-23 (NIV)  The Israelites persisted in all the sins of Jeroboam and did not turn away from 

them 23until the LORD removed them from his presence, as he had warned through all his servants the 

prophets. So the people of Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria, and they are still 

there.  

 

• Something interesting, not included in The Story was what followed their deportation to Assyria. 

 

2 Kings 17:24-28 (NIV)  The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath and 

Sepharvaim and settled them in the towns of Samaria to replace the Israelites. They took over Samaria 

and lived in its towns [origin of Samaritans]. 25When they first lived there, they did not worship the 

LORD; so he sent lions among them and they killed some of the people. 26It was reported to the king of 

Assyria: "The people you deported and resettled in the towns of Samaria do not know what the god of 

that country requires. He has sent lions among them, which are killing them off, because the people do 

not know what he requires." 27Then the king of Assyria gave this order: "Have one of the priests you 

took captive from Samaria go back to live there and teach the people what the god of the land requires." 
28So one of the priests who had been exiled from Samaria came to live in Bethel and taught them how to 

worship the LORD.  

 

• Do you think the Southern Kingdom of Judah is watching the news of their northern brother? 

• Assyria has devoured Israel and now they come to devour Judah, but there is one 

difference…one man! 

 

2 Kings 18:1-7 (NIV)  In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz king 

of Judah began to reign. 2He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in 

Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His mother's name was Abijah daughter of Zechariah. 3He did what was 

right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. 4He removed the high places, smashed 

the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had 

made, for up to that time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.)  
5Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of 

Judah, either before him or after him. 6He held fast to the LORD and did not cease to follow him; he kept 

the commands the LORD had given Moses. 7And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever 

he undertook. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him.  

 

• Hezekiah was a righteous king…there were only 5 good kings out of 38 (all of them from Judah) 

and Hezekiah was perhaps the greatest of those 5. 

• Notice the success that is offered to those who will do it God’s way (vs.7). 

• When the king of Assyria pressured Hezekiah…he refused to yield to the evil king. 
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• The Assyrian King tried to intimidate Hezekiah and the people. 

 

2 Kings 18:19-25 (NIV)  The field commander said to them, "Tell Hezekiah: 

  " 'This is what the great king, the king of Assyria, says: On what are you basing this confidence of 

yours? 20You say you have strategy and military strength--but you speak only empty words. On whom 

are you depending, that you rebel against me? 21Look now, you are depending on Egypt, that splintered 

reed of a staff, which pierces a man's hand and wounds him if he leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king of 

Egypt to all who depend on him. 22And if you say to me, "We are depending on the LORD our God"--

isn't he the one whose high places and altars Hezekiah removed, saying to Judah and Jerusalem, "You 

must worship before this altar in Jerusalem"?  
23  " 'Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand 

horses--if you can put riders on them! 24How can you repulse one officer of the least of my master's 

officials, even though you are depending on Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 25Furthermore, have I 

come to attack and destroy this place without word from the LORD? The LORD himself told me to march 

against this country and destroy it.' " 

  

• The evil messenger even spoke to the people in “Hebrew” to try to convince them to surrender. 

• What will Hezekiah do…remember the death and destruction of the Northern Kingdom has not 

long passed. 

 

2 Kings 19:14-19 (NIV)  Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up 

to the temple of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. 15And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: "O 

LORD, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the 

earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16Give ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and 

see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to insult the living God. 17"It is true, O LORD, that the 

Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations and their lands. 18They have thrown their gods into the fire 

and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by men's hands. 19Now, 

O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth may know that you alone, O 

LORD, are God."  

 

• Don’t miss verse 19…Hezekiah understands God’s plan to reveal his glory to the nations of the 

world through the Nation of Judah. 

• The prophet Isaiah comes with God’s response to Hezekiah’s prayer. 

 

2 Kings 19:20-22 (NIV)  Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a message to Hezekiah: "This is what the LORD, 

the God of Israel, says: I have heard your prayer concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria. 21This is the 

word that the LORD has spoken against him: " 'The Virgin Daughter of Zion despises you and mocks 

you.The Daughter of Jerusalem tosses her head as you flee.  22Who is it you have insulted and 

blasphemed?Against whom have you raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride? Against the 

Holy One of Israel!  

 

2 Kings 19:27-28 (NIV)  " 'But I know where you stay and when you come and go and how you rage 

against me.  28Because you rage against me and your insolence has reached my ears, I will put my 

hook in your nose and my bit in your mouth, and I will make you return by the way you came.' 

  

2 Kings 19:32-33 (NIV)  "Therefore this is what the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria: "He 

will not enter this city or shoot an arrow here. He will not come before it with shield or build a 

siege ramp against it. 33By the way that he came he will return; he will not enter this city, declares 

the LORD.  
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• This battle is over…prayer won this battle! 

• Did he enter the city…did he get a hook put in his nose? 

 

2 Kings 19:35 (NIV)  That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and 

eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning--there 

were all the dead bodies!  

 

• It gets worse, yes it can get worse. 

 

2 Kings 19:36-37 (NIV)  So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to 

Nineveh and stayed there. 37One day, while he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons 

Adrammelech and Sharezer cut him down with the sword, and they escaped to the land of Ararat. And 

Esarhaddon his son succeeded him as king.  

 

• The Northern Kingdom of Israel is gone (now you know where the Samaritans came from and 

why the Jews despised them as half-breeds). 

• God has saved the Kingdom of Judah because of the faithfulness of King Hezekiah. 

• However, Isaiah prophesies that the Southern Kingdom WILL FALL. 

 

Isaiah 3:1 (NIV)  See now, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah 

both supply and support: all supplies of food and all supplies of water,  

 

Isaiah 3:8-9 (NIV)  Jerusalem staggers, Judah is falling; their words and deeds are against the LORD, 

defying his glorious presence. 9The look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their sin like 

Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! They have brought disaster upon themselves. 

  

• How will God keep his covenant promise to Abraham and David if Judah falls? 

• Assyria will fall, but Babylon is coming…70 years will be Judah’s exile. 

• God will keep His promise to Abraham and David and Jerusalem will be rebuilt and the people 

will return to Jerusalem and re-establish their homeland in the time of Nehemiah. 

• What about Hezekiah…what happens to him? 

 

2 Kings 20:1-11 (NIV)   

In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went 

to him and said, "This is what the LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you 

will not recover." 2Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, 3"Remember, O 

LORD, how I have walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done 

what is good in your eyes." And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the 

word of the LORD came to him: 5"Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my people, 'This is what the 

LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will heal you. 

On the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the LORD. 6I will add fifteen years to your 

life. And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for 

my sake and for the sake of my servant David.' “7Then Isaiah said, "Prepare a poultice of figs." They did 

so and applied it to the boil, and he recovered. 8Hezekiah had asked Isaiah, "What will be the sign that 

the LORD will heal me and that I will go up to the temple of the LORD on the third day from now?" 
9Isaiah answered, "This is the LORD'S sign to you that the LORD will do what he has promised: Shall the 

shadow go forward ten steps, or shall it go back ten steps?" 10"It is a simple matter for the shadow to go 

forward ten steps," said Hezekiah. "Rather, have it go back ten steps." 11Then the prophet Isaiah called 
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upon the LORD, and the LORD made the shadow go back the ten steps it had gone down on the stairway 

of Ahaz.  

 

• Summary…Jesus was one man and this entire story is about God’s plan to send His Son, Jesus to 

save us. 

• 700 years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the prophet Isaiah made this announcement from 

God. 

 

Isaiah 53:1-6 (NIV)  Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed? 2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 

beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3He was 

despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men 

hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 4Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, 

smitten by him, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all. 

 

• I believe God is again, right now re-gathering His people back to Israel. 

• I believe God will remember and fulfill His promise to Abraham and David. 

• To Abraham…All the nations of the world will be blessed through you. 

• To David…I will place a King on your throne that will establish an eternal kingdom. 

 


